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Foenod

It’sMay Day. Dull, damp and distinctly chilly asI put together the June Gaffers Log, here
in land-locked Derbyshire. Not ideal weather today, but there have been enough sunny
daysto feel Spring isin the air, and I hear that many of you are already out on the water.

Two reports from early season racing caught the copy deadline, the East Coast p.15 and
Solent p.48. A young gafferreflects on YOGAFF, and as this issue hits your doormats
there’sbeen plenty going on. DBOGA has another great line-up, then there’s Up and
Down Channel in Cardiff Bay, Beale Park, Lake District Rally, SeaFairHaven and the
Campbeltown Classics. Send your reports to update the website, and browse the 14 Area
pages in this issueto find plans for the future and what’s been happening since February.

Themes for June were ‘Fitting out’ and ‘Springsailing’,attracting plenty of contributions.
This issue illustrates the wide range of our fleet, from winklebrig to pilot cutter. Reviewed
by one of our advertisers, Simon Winter, we bring a timely article about insurance and
Lodestar Books, another new advertiser, offers a sailing ‘snippet’ with a wintry theme,
p-19. The Dutch OGA10 update, an article from 1996 as a taster for Douarnenez 2014
and offer from the skipper of SIF for a trial sail in the Med. all reflect our international
connections. We’vepacked a lot in, and I do hope you all find something of interest.

I look forward to receivingreports, photos and thoughts for the website and September
edition of the Log. Themes for the next issue are ‘Summer sailing” and ‘Working boats’.

Beverley Daley-Yates, Editor (Log and online)

Oneof the photos on the ffitting out’ theme came from Scotland.

Mist on the jetty at Ardoran Marine, Loch Feochan, south of Oban, where the yard had brought mooringsashore
for winter servicing. ComeMarch, they're laid out onthe jetty to await a lifting barge and diver to replace them.
Photo: Neal Hill, Scotland Area Secretary




@ GAFFERS LOGJUNE 2014

Fomthe Quarterdedk

It’sthat time of year again when launch feversets in. Boat-
owners, and well-organised crews, will already be launched,
or finishing final tasks before the gentle splash, as she re-
enters her natural element. It’s a busy time, and an exciting
process, as we anticipate the coming season, finalising plans
for Area Events, looking forward to sunny summer cruises.

Our Annual AreaEvents are arguably the most important
activity each season, allowingus to enjoy the company of
our Fellowship, meet friends from adjoining Areaswho sail
over to support us, and have a jolly good time in the process.

Your March Gaffers Log had a comprehensive Area Event
Guide. I urge you to reviewit, decide on which events you
can attend, and notify the Organiser as soon as possible.
They will appreciate early registrations.

Our beloved OGA is evolving. It’s developing a new, fresh,
look on our website, Gaffers Log and online Boat register.
We have a new OGA logo, all good, I believe.

The website is where we can look for recent news. I’vejust
seen news of our youngest Solent gaffer, Alex,born 11 April,
son of Hannah and Dan. I understand he’salready been out
sailing in Southampton Water, and ‘took to helming like a
duck to water’. That’s what I call youth sailing. Welcome
aboard Alex!Please take the time (as Solent did) to keep the
Editor up-to-date with current OGA news and events.

Meanwhile, Pat Dawson is doing terrific work on the online
Boat Register. She reports in this issue on how it’s coming
along, p.33. The Yearbook, mailed with this Log, includes
a handy four-page form to update your details. The more
accurate the data, the better the online Register will be. I
urge you to review your details and update if necessary.

The Youth Project is one of our main objectives this year,
having been an OGA aim for some time. With a budget in
place we can implement something in every Area. Do take
a look at pp.8 & 20 for some general guidelines and a little
encouragement to get stuck in this year.

Sean Walsh, President

a7

Sean Walsh, President

Wishing you a
terrific sailing
season!

Finally, | give notice that our able
Treasurer, GordonGarman, is retiring
from his post this year. We need to enlist

areplacement.

If you think you have the ability to
take on the task, please contact our
Secretary, Sue Lewis.

OCA Trophies
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Please send expressions of interest for
this role, by the end of August 2014, to:
Sue Lewis, secretary@oga.org.uk

Remember to look out for potential
award winners throughoutthe season.

Nominations should be submitted
by 31 October 2014
www.oga.org.uk/trophies

The OGAhas nine Assodiation trophies, awarded
for a wide range of activities, and openfor 2014
nominations. Onpp.24-27we hear fromthe
recipient of the Bristol Channel Area, ‘Hidden
Challenge’ Trophy,2013.

Sue Farrer, North Wales Area Secretary, has managed

the process of calling for nominations and co-ordinating
judging and presentation of the Association awards for
eleven years, and has decided to step down. Sue saysit’s an
enjoyable and rewarding role. The GMC is keen to find a
willing volunteer to take Sue’splace. AsTrophy Secretary
you keep in touch with activities around the Areasand offer
recognition for members’ achievements.

Marlene Stevens Memorial Award
Mike Stevens reports on an award presentedin memory of his
late wife, Marlene.

My late wife Marlene Stevens loved the OGA. For many
years she had suffered depression, and when we started
sailing again with the OGA, the change in her was
remarkable. Sadly, she passed away in 2008, and as the years
haverolled on, I have long wanted to institute an OGA
award to remember her name.

At the end of last year, when I circulated the Trailer Section
with Sue Farrer’splea for nominations for OGA awards, I
receiveda huge number of replies nominating Pete and Sue
Farrer, which made it awkward because Sue is the Awards
Secretary. Pete and Sue have for so many years given so
much of themselvesto the OGA and never got anything
back in the way of recognition. What better recipients could
there be? On Saturday 15 February 2014, at the Holyhead
Sailing Club, I had the greatest pleasure in presenting this
award to the Farrers.

Mike Stevens, TrailerSection Secretary
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110° 5 OKbyme
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Sam Llewellyn, one of Britain’s great storytellers, veflects on his relationship with gaffersfrom
early childhood on Tresco, Islesof Scilly to the coastsof Ontario and back again for a sail on
Luke Powell 5Scillonian pilot cutter ‘Agnes’.Samis Editor of Marine Quarterly, a journal of
the sea, well worth subscribing to.

I’vealwaysregarded myself as a stranger to gaffers. After all, life is too short for lumbering
up to windward, 110° between tacks. But the other day some past boats were surging
through my head, making me realise that actually there have been several gaffersin my
life, and that large spar up there has produced a lot of fun.

The first specimen was ‘Shearwater’,a hefty una-rigged gaffer that lived on Tresco, Isles
of Scilly. She yawed and flapped her way round the rocks and tiderips of Scilly under

the tiny hands of me and my Scillonian cousins, while the grown-ups drank gin on the
terrace, secure in the knowledge she wasuncapsizeable. This was disproved by my cousin
Whizz, who managed to turn her overwith a High Court judge on board. But by then we
had learned the rudiments, so it was generally assumed to be the judge’sfault and we went
on our way rejoicing.

At some point we moved to Canada, where wehad a shack on a rock on Georgian Bay,
a body of water built on the scale of the North Sea, but lesssalty. In a nearby town [
found an Ackro arming lines, inverted and being used
asac S. The Sea Scouts were complaining because

e h being shortly after the invention of Sikaflex,
reinstated her gaff rig, stuffed sleeping bags, a
alf-deck, hauled up her gigantic mainsail and set off
1'by the cry of the loons and the Dornier hum of a trillion
urselvesinto the cruising life. She wasa delightful boat. The ice
, and her bones aJré somewhereunder a lagoon off Go Home Bay, Ontario.

“awayyou goon turbo
boost, twenty tons of
you, 47 feet on deck
and about ten more of
bowsprit”

- Aww.themaring

A few years later I found myselfowning ‘Gloria’,a Cornish Crabber Mark 1. She
combined the worst of more worlds than you’llfind in the averagespiral galaxy. She
had the sailing characteristics of a shoebox, pointed like a sawmill worker and had
accommodation I will not describe except to say that it has left me with a lifelong
prejudice against heads on a boat 24 feet long. Later, I should say, I owned a Cornish
Shrimper, which unlike the Crabber wasa pure delight.

Lurking in a shed we had ‘Lucille’,a Drascombe Longboat and therefore, I suppose, a
gaffer. ‘Lucille’ cabinless, with a heart-stopping sheer, is an object so stable that a large
person can walk round the gunwale without producing any significant degree of heel.
Mostly the children swipe her to go camping. When you can get your hands on her, it is
possible to hang on her two masts an astonishing variety of sails, including spinnakers,
mizzen staysails, squaresails, watersails and the crew’sunderwear. She is an excellent boat
for camping, singing and hauling large numbers of pots. Then I bought a Bermudan on
Ebay, spent a year doing it up, got used to tacking through 90° and lost the faith.

Until, that is, the great Luke Powelltook us sailing on ‘Agnes’,one of the eight Scillonian
pilot cutters he’sbuilt. Agnes’ssailsare cut from cloth like marquee canvas, and there is
not a winch on her. At first sight she looks as if she’sgoing to need a couple of platoons
of SASmen to getal that st up into the s| :‘ But she is so beautifully put together that
the sails whistle 1ast 10 more effort than a spot of medium-heavy shrimping,

and get their fi 0oth- ing! hard ening tackles. Trim her and she
trucks along as t pull to weather to give her gigantic ti ome feel.
Haul up the toj 1 3 to funnel the breeze over it, and awé goon
turbo boost,  feet on dec}i and about ten more of b spnt leaving

everyone else p

It is at momen ¢ this that the s 5 1 e 1 life tha
tacking throug; 1 I . | S ;

Sam Llewellyn,

#H SC|IIon|an Pilot Cutter ‘Agnes’ Photo: Luke Powell

———
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OGAS0 legrry: Youthsaing

Already, in the early days of our 2014 sailing season we see youth participation in our
events. It’svery encouraging, and we now need make the most of that early tide to
increase Area participation in this project.

I know from your correspondence that many Areashave firm plans. It’s probably a good
time to outline our aims for the youth sailing project and identify what we wish to
achieve. This note is not a guideline. We will provide guidelines to Area Secretaries.

The ‘aim’is to provide an introduction to gaff-rigsailing for younger sailors, hoping some
of them will join our Fellowship at some stage. Ideally, an adventurous, and enjoyable
day’ssailing for young participants, with an opportunity to feel the life in the tiller, lend a
hand with the sailsand experience what its like on our vesselsat sea.

Combining it with an AreaRace would givean extra dimension of competitiveness,
greatly increasing the fun and probably somewhat easier to organise than a ‘specialevent’.

Ashore briefing activities could be ‘safetybriefing and lifejacket fit’, ‘learning the ropes on
a gaffer’, ‘learning to throw a line ashore’. All these may benefit many a gaffer crew too.

Ideally, we could involve local youth groups, inviting youth leaders to share supervision.
This would be more important for projects of more than one day. Given our contact is
relatively short, say a day or two annually, we know there is no requirement for police
‘vetting’, but having ‘vetted’ youth leaders involved would be a welcome bonus.

We do, of course, have a primary duty of care for the youngsters’ safety. This is similar to
our responsibility for any other ‘invited guests’on our boats, except that with youngsters
aboard, we are more alert.

So, it can be as simple as you wish, or a little more ambitious, maybe a weekend, provided
it’s well organised and adequately supervised. It’s your call.

We have a budget, enough to fund some quality polo shirts for youth participants along
with necessary expenses. Polo shirts will be embroidered with ‘OGA Youth Project’,
showing off our new logo with a gaff cutter image and ‘I’vesailed a gaffcutter’.

So, let’s all bear a hand,and make a real effort to get this important project launched in your Area.

Sean Walsh, President

And,while we are on the subject of YoungGaffers, meet Fyn Mitchell . . .
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Teenager Fyn is looking forward to his eleventh year sailing
at YOGAFF 29 May - 1 June 2014, and reflects on someof
the changes he has seen. The June Log went to presstoo soon to
report on this year sevent, but keep an eye on the website and
the September Gaffers Log to find out what happened.

My name is Fyn Mitchell and [ sail with my Dad, Steve,on our
plastic gaffer ‘BlackJack’which is a 1995 Cornish Crabber. This
is our third season sailing her and before that we had a lovelyold
Comish Shrimper called ‘Spray*which was great until I could
no longer stand up down below.

We used to trail ‘Spray’all overand one year took her to
Denmark, but the highlights of my sailing years has alwaysbeen
the Yarmouth Old GaffersFestivalon the Isle of Wight. This
year willbe my eleventh year of attendance. We have raced most
years, and have even won some races.

Whether is it because I only remember the good weather or
not, the sun alwaysseemsto shine at YOGAFF.I have made
many friends over the years. Friends I only ever meet at Gaffers
events and it is alwaysgood to catch up. I have noticed many
changessince I first went, and am in two minds about the
‘improvements’in the harbour, or should I call it the marina
now? It wasalwaysfun to be rafted on the piles having to row
ashore but now, although my Mum prefers the walk ashore, I
amnot so sure.

I'think the best evening is alwaysthe Thursday when we all
meet up for the first time, before it gets too crowded, and I am
sure this year willbe no different.

YOGATFF feelsas though it has alwaysbeen part of my sailing
lifeand I hope it continues to be so.

Fyn Mitchell, Solent Area, aged 14
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Avary French festhval
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As we look forward to the Douarnenez Festival, 24 — 27
July 2014, Royston Raymond reflects on his visit to Brest/
Douarnenez 18 yearsagoin ‘Pleiades’.

‘Pleiades’a Tamarisk 29 gaff cutter with crew of three, left
Alderney, 6 July 1996, on passageto I’Aberwrac’h.With fog
and light breezes delaying progress, we crept into the Rade
de Brest just over a week later, picking up one of the waiting
buoys, so thoughtfully supplied by the festival’sorganisers.

Sleeping aboard a small sailing boat is like a return to the
womb. The ribbed interior and gentle motion in a liquid
element reinforce an illusion of warm security and bring

a deep slumber that no amount of eiderdown on land can
bring. A most hideous din hurled me out of this pre-

natal torpor into the cold light of dawn. My wife swears]
underwent a form of yogiclevitation and hit the deck-head
three feet above my pillow. ‘Pleiades’shook as though struck
amidships by something very big. A second concussion
reverberated through the hull. In a dim, half-awake daze it
came to me that a French Navy frigate, moored 500 yards
away, was saluting the 14th of July with 24 guns.

The next three days provided an unforgettable display of
traditional sail. We had a grandstand view of a non-stop
stream of smacks, topsail schooners, barquentines, Thames
barges, Dutch botters, Mediterranean xebecsand huge full-
rigged ships like the Ukrainian ‘Chersones’paraded out into
the Goulet to show their paces.

Ashore the quays were packed. Some million and a half
sightseerspoured into Brest over that weekend. I took
almost an hour to push 300 yards to a baker’son the front.
It was barely possible to see the ships for people and the
scores of sideshowsand exhibitions. One was tantalized by
snatches of folksong and shanties or glimpses of traditional
crafts such as rope-making or caulking. The hypnotic whine
of the Biniou (the Breton bagpipe) hovered over the inner
harbour like a Celtic mist of sound, drawing spectators to
witness the intricacies of Breton circle dances.

Take-away food crunched underfoot and overfloweffluent from the ‘porta-bogs’oozed
across the cobbles, but the crowds appeared uniformly happy, good-tempered and
considerate. The police presence was discrete, to the point of invisibility, despite a threat
by recently redundant dock workersto spoil the occasion with demonstrations.

On the second day we ventured forth to do our bit towards providing a spectacle for the
punters. For the crew this was no time for tourist gawping as constant alertness to the
movement of a myriad of other participants was essential. In a brisk northerly breeze two
Dutch barquentines thundered around a buoyed course, all sail set and manoeuvring with
the abandon of a pair of racing dinghies. Scarcely were cameras focussed to take a shot of
this superb display than we had to put about sharply to avoid a largeketch on starboard
tack. Amid this melee of boats racing, showing off or just boating, rules of the road had
to be backed up by courtesy and common sense, and it worked. I saw only one collision
during the whole festival.

Wednesday 17 was the day of the race or, rather, parade of sail from Brest to Douarnenez.
To organise 2,700 vesselsinto three classesand ensure they all started in order and on
time was more a hope than a reality.

‘Pleiades’arrived late at the starting line. A solid mass of sailsfilled the mouth of the
Goulet. I expresseddisappointment to my all-women crew at our poor start and asked
them to check whether we had gone the right side of the buoy. “Why?’, ‘Becausel don’t
want to spoil a chance of winning our class.’ They fell about with mocking laughter.
Bloody feminism has a lot to answer for!

Being a fully paid-up coward I was secretly relieved at having avoided the cut and thrust
commonly indulged in by keen racing types on such occasions.

Flotilla of smaller boats
Norwegian squarerigger ‘Statsraad

Lehmkuhl’
Photos: Royston Raymond
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Brest/Douamenez 1996

I need not have worried. With a fair wind, NE4, everyone
was on a parallel course and we soon caught up with the
body of the fleet to enjoy the varied scene. Coming up fast
on our starboard quarter was the Norwegian three-masted
barque ‘Statesrade Lemkuhle’, under our port bow wasan
18 foot lugsail ‘yole’sailed by an elderly Frenchman and his
seven year old grand-daughter. Asthe fleet squeezed through
the Toulinguet Passagethe average distance between boats
narrowed to ten yards, but no one seemed worried. By the
Tas de Pois we were more spaced out and the bigger craft
passed outside the rocks.

Once in the lee of Cap de Chevre the wind dropped right
away. The occasional cats-paw kept some stubborn idiots
trying to sail longer than others. The final straw came when
a family in a power boat took a swim, babies and all, right
under our bow. It seemedan odd thing to do in the path of
a, supposedly, racing fleet. In order to avoid them the engine
was started and, once started, we decided to presson to Port
Rhu to catch the tide through the lock. A sensible decision
as nearly half the participants had been allocated moorings,
and queuing at the entrance became fraught when some
larger vesselslost their patience and pushed through, causing
minor damage to one small craft.

Douarnenez was less crowded than Brest offering better
opportunities to enjoy the entertainments ashore. An al
fresco ‘grillade’on the quayside as the sun went down was a
delight that rounded off a near-perfect day.

The French seem to manage these festivals of traditional

sail with a charming mix of efficiencyand insouciance.
Organisation without regimentation seemsto be the guiding
rule. A multi-lingual reception committee provides for
everyone’sneeds and each boat is allotted a precise berth,
suited to its sizeand draft. Youare left to get on with things
as any sensible person can be expected to without blue-
blazered fusspots coming out to boss you about and demand
what clubs you belong to.

Entering the lock at Douamenez
The view ahead

Short cut inside the stacks
Photos: Royston Raymond

The atmosphere of civilized restraint and tolerance was rarely marred. An English skipper
refused to be moored alongside an Irish boat. “We can do without silly sods like that!’, was
the apt comment in ‘Telegramme de Brest’next day.

The magnificent ships and their presencein such numbers and varietiesinduced the
illusion of a journey back in time and have provided this yachtsman with golden
memories, well into his shorebound dotage.

Brest ’96 was the greatest concourse of traditional sail held until then. We may not see its
like again. Although others are planned, the various maritime nations that took part will

be mounting their own celebrations of the sea in imitation and government economies in
the dockyards of Brest mean that their huge back-up facilities may no longer be available.

“Well Patsy,’I asked my wife, ‘Do you think I’vedone it justice?’ She paused, ‘Hm,
it’sa bit flowery and Edwardian. Makes you sound like a . . . ’, tailing off quietly, so I
responded, ‘.. . like a boring old fart?” “Yes’,she replied. ‘Bugger!’

Royston Raymond, South West Area

Thesetitles deservea space on your bookshelf! See p.19 for a preview from ‘Under the Cabin
Lamp’, and browse more extracts from Lodestar Books on “Sailing by 'www.sailing-by.org.uk

Lodestar l Books

NEW AND NEGLECTED NAUTICAL WRITING

Whether new bookor old, we gothe extra nautical mile:
Proper sewn bindings, robust covers with flaps, and superb

LSIYEE layout, paper and printing. Most titles are just £12, post-freein
CARIY LAMT the UK. Order online or by post, or nagyour local bookshop!

wwwiodestarbooks.com

Lodestar Books, 71Boveney Road, LondonSE23 3NL, tel 07990 573160
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The pleasures of onvninga Winkierig
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TollesburyRally: Easter Saturday

The boat was designed and built by Eric Bergquist in
Cheshire, of Memory 19 and Morecombe Bay Prawner
fame. It’s a simple gaff-rigged sloop, designed to be

easily towed by a 1980s family car. Consequently it has a
relatively low ballast ratio, but high form stability. It’s been
described as ‘agood family day sailor offering excellent
accommodation for one’. I can certainly vouch for the latter,
and know it can take two for extended stays comfortably.
I’veeven heard of families spending holidays on them,
though not sure I’ddo that, the boat’sonly 15’ on the
waterline. However, I did spend the OGAS50 festivalin
Cowes on ‘Puffin’,and was disappointed when it had to
come to an end.

122 are recorded as having been built, and the whereabouts
of at least half are known. There’s one in the States, Australia
and New Caledonia. They’repopular in Holland as they suit
the canals well, and I’'m thinking through the feasibility of

trailing mine there.

BRIAN KENNELL

daan dnildlr Baralflder 40 jaari

HWew bulld and restoratlon sp to 200,
Sgar bullding, Histaric & Classlc Boal consullancy,
Yard fecibivies svallabie.
Wallders of the 120F GRF Smacks Boal,

Tel DEZORIILZIZ, D7 745073000
sallybasisailu®he
wrn briankenneliboarheliders.conk

There’s a thriving website for Winklebrig
owners and admirers at www.winklebrig.org

Winklebrigs are very pretty boats and
head-turners everywhere. They do well in
inland waters and are fine for modest coastal
passages.l understand they have crossed the
English Channel. There is a particularly well
known one on the East Coast, ‘Winkle’, whose
owner Martin Cartwright has modified her to
sport six sailsinstead of two, and is found in
Morbihan, Venice, SeaFairand Southwold.

Despite their sailing limitations, they engender
huge loyalty. Every year I tell myselfT must

get something more seaworthy for my sailing
ground, the Bristol Channel (p.36), and every
year I tow her somewhere and say ‘to hell with
changing her’.

David Owens, Secretary BCA
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We bring a short report from the East Coast AreaSfirst event of
the season,an Easter weekend rally at Tollesbury, famed for its
maritime heritage. Eight East Coast OGA smack sboats formed
the core of the fleet racing the courseset by Tollesbury Sailing
Club, represented by just one winklebrig, ‘Fidget’.

Sailing single-handed, I was on the edge of needing to reef,
having only one person’sballast, that being me. So one reef
was set before the race start, then shaken out, then set again,
and our one minute gun was fired.

Being the only single- handed boat, and therefore the only
one with a reefin, I decided to start on a ‘long’port tack,
while everyone else crossed the flood stream on starboard.
A risk strategy can pay off if you’rethe most disadvantaged.
We were plugging against wind and tide.

I had no timer, so began counting from 60. When we
started, it was immediately clear I should have gone for
starboard. Three minutes later the wind dropped a little and
I had to head up and shake out the reef, by this time the
fleet was rounding the first mark, a quarter of a mile ahead,
I had a lot of work to do, now being 12th.

Two and a halfhours later, through a long complicated
course, I had tried everytrick in the book. The centreplate
up downwind and minimal rudder to reduce drag, I put all
the weight in the boat forward to reduce the transom drag,
and stayed in as shallow water as possible against a strong
flood tide, the deep water carrying me back. A final placing
of 4th wasn’tthe result I was looking for, but good enough
for the first race of the season.

Clive Robertson helming ‘AWOL’,East Coast Area
Visit the website for a full report, results and more about Tollesbury

www.oga.org.uk/news/easter-tollesbury-report-and-results

Top:‘Puffin’ llustration: Claudia Myatt
Left: ‘AWOL’at the Tollesbury Rally

Photo: Alison Cable
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Keep safe, keep insuredt
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are you coveredl?

OGA members organising Area events are sometimes

confionted with ‘Can I join on the start line? or ‘My entrys
in the post instead of receiving a raceor event declaration in
advance. Pete Elliston, East Coast OGA Committee member,

shares his experiences of insurance. We regrateful to Simon

Winter (Simon Winter Marine Ltd.) for reviewing the article

prior to publishing and providing a generalfootnote.

It is essential for any OGA event or race that the organiser
knows how many vesselsand people are taking part and that
they have adequate insurance cover. Numbers on board (skipper
and crew members) should be declared in advance, and it’s
likely to become a requirement that the skipper must verifythis
figure to the committee boat before the start, to allow for any
late crew changes. This information is essential in the caseof an
accident resulting in search and rescue.

Protecting all participants at OGAevents: third—party cover
The owner/skipper, or their representative, must complete
a declaration in advance of any event, whether or not
there is likelyto be racing, to confirm that the boat carries
adequate, valid, third-party insurance.

The purpose of minimum insurance coverrequirement is
to ensure that, in the event of an accident, claimsby a third
party (another boat or person) will be met. Claims may
result from damageto a boat or, more importantly, injury
to a person or bystander, or fatality. Although we never like
to think about these things, remember, it could be you or
a member of your family who is involved in an incident.
Participants without third-party covercould be faced with
unlimited damages if a case goes to court.

Nautical insurance: gaffer ‘Reverie’ and others

There’s plenty of ‘myths’and the following is a based on
generalisations, based on my own experiences insuring
boats, so alwayscheck with your own insurers.

Third party or comprehensive?
Third-party only insurance may be bought for lessthan
£100 annually for most OGA, boats and doesn’tneed a

Boats, racing and
Insurance. Peter Elliston
(aka ‘Pete the knife’) looks
at the issues and Simon
Winter from Simon Winter

Marine Insurance gives us
his professional view.

‘the onusis on
theinsurer to
ask the question,
‘Will yoube
racing?”’

“third-party
insurance

be bought for less
than £100 for
mostOGA boats”

m not sureif
| haveracing
e’

surveyor’sreport as, not surprisingly, the boat isn’trelevant. Third-party protects the
owner against claims by others (the third party) and generally includes racing (but check
your own policy details). What will definitely not be covered is damage to your own boat
or rig and often salvage.

Comprehensive insurance coversany manner of risks, depending on the wording of the
policy, including third-party cover. However, cover against damage to your own boat

can contain exceptions, and this is where it can get confusing, so here we get down to my
own experience.

What about the rig when racing?

Our boat ‘Reverie’has comprehensive cover which would normally exclude the rig whilst
racing. This is the only point where there is any reference to racing in the policy and
means that, if I put the rig over the side whilst racing, I could not claim for its repair or
replacement. So, nine yearsago, I opted to add the rig coverinto the policy, at a premium
of course, and have racing cover for the boat’s rig, over and above the normal cover.

Are you the Committee boat, or rescue boat?

In future, ‘Reverie’may take the role of committee/start boat and thereby put ourselvesin
a possibleposition of risk. I contacted my insurer, telling them that the start line could be
only a few boats wide with some of the boats being 10 tons. Not surprisingly I was told
that as we were covered for racing (ie racing is not excluded) we were covered for what
could be considered ‘positions of danger’ and if we wanted to act as start boat, we were
covered. The same applies to participants taking on the role of Safety boat.

Dinghies: racing and taking ‘trips around the bay’

When checking out the dinghies, a Mirror, smack boat and Wayfarer, the word racing
isn’tmentioned. On phoning the insurance company, I wasinformed that racing is
automatically part of the cover for any dinghy.

What about cover for my sailing dinghy, if I take out members of the public for ‘trips
round the bay’, introductory sailing experiencesetc.? I was told I’'m covered so long as 1
don’t take any money or make any charges.

In summary

Col. Regs. make it everyone’sresponsibility to avoid an accident, no-one has right of way.
If you have no insurance at all and wish to take part in OGA events, get at least third-
party cover. If you have third-party insurance, you should be covered against claims by
others while racing. If you have comprehensive insurance, it will include third-party cover,
but it may be prudent to ensure it coversthe rig when racing, if that’s what you want.

If you hear the expression ‘I’'mnot sure if I have racing cover’it’s more than likely that it




@ GAFFERS LOGJUNE 2014 GAFFERS LOGJUNE 2014 @

If in doult ask your nsurer Winiry passage in a bawey

means the rig isnot covered but claims by a third-party are, which is the bit we are really
interested in as a race committee and as fellow participants. Many different companies
offer marine insurance and this information has been gleaned from a range of them as
they all seem to offer the similar conditions. The important thing is to ask questions of
your insurer and get the answersin ‘plain English’which they do mostly pride themselves
in. If you read the policy document, anything listed asnot covered or excluded is just
that, and every question I’veasked specificallyhas turned out to be covered.

Peter Elliston, East Coast Area CommitteeMember

The Consumer Insurance Act 2012, which came into force April2013, fundamentally
changed the disclosure requirements for private individuals. Previously it was the

duty of the owner to disclose material facts (including racing) to insurers. If not you
would run the risk of invalidating your cover. Now the onus is on the insurer to ask We had brought the Buxey Beacon abeam
the question, ‘Will you be racing?’,rather than the owner needing to declareit as a
material fact. Many yacht policies continue to renew each year based on old proposal
forms which may have answered ‘no’to racing. Our advice is to continue to declare
any changes in your circumstances etc., but particularly racing. Basicallyif you are in
doubt about any change, you should discloseit. “We shall probably touch,” said the owner philosophically, “but I don’t mind that.”

At the Bench Head, course was changed for the Buxey Beacon. The tide was low, and
this course would take us over the tail of the Knoll and right acrossto Bachelor Spit. The
change of course brought the wind on to our quarter, and we carried on at speed.

In a Leighbawley he need not mind; she is built for the job. She can bump on the hard
. | shoals and take no harm. Like the Whitstable ‘yawls’shecan dry out in an exposed

YaCht In Sur ance anchorage, and refloat safelyunder conditions of weather that would knock the bottom

f any ordi ht.
Classic Boat & Motorboat Spe01a11sts out ob any ordinary yacht

But she did not touch; the water calmed ominously for a time, and then again the
wavesbegan to be steep and foam-capped. We had crossed the Knoll and were in the
deeper water again. Once more, the lumpy sea gaveplace to a dirty-coloured expanse of
shoalwater, and then again came the lively steep wavesof a tideway. We were across the
Bachelor Spit and were bringing the Buxey Beacon abeam.

¢t tat|o pIEdse

@844 9886134

WAYAY S|monwmtermar|ne cotuk

'|'o;|){IDesi g

Now we had to gybe. And I, in my innocence and folly,

had been accustomed to say that a gybe on a bawley ‘LOdEStar Books, publishers of
is such a harmless affair! I did not altogether relish the st a”fj neglected nautical
‘harmless’prospect now, with that whipping mainsheet W:tt'ngsf; prowgi;]h's Shortt,tl
and those hefty blocks. &Xrac rormatorthcoming fitle
. . fy by H. Alker Tripp, ‘Under the
L Cen - ' ; e w “Mind the blocks don’tbrain you,” the owner cheerfully Cabin Lamp’.

enjoined, as he ducked down in the well, and I put the

! - Find their advertisement on p.13
tiller up. I ducked mighty low as those blocks went over! and moreextracts on ‘Sailing by’
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Youth Fund
The GMC is considering applications from OGA Areasfor
funding youth events this year, p.8.

The objective is to get young people, aged 15 - 25, sailing
on gaffers (ideally OGA members’ boats) for a day or a
weekend. We want them to have an inspiring experience
leading them in their future sailing careerto gravitate
towards gaffersand the OGA.

We will make initial grants to Areasshortly, more details
will be published in the next Gaffers Log.

One condition of funding will be that we receivereports
and pictures of the event, so watch out for those too.

Boat Regjister: online!

We are delighted that the Registeris now up and running
online and we are also delighted that Pat Dawson will not,
after all, be retiring from her post as Boat Register Editor.

Pat has put in hundreds of hours of conscientious work over
a period of several years on our archive for which we are all
hugely grateful, wereally cannot thank Pat enough.

The online Register is ready for you to browse, p.33 & 59.
We’dlike to encourage all members to request access, log in
and update or upload information and images.
www.oga.org.uk/register-home

Steve Daley-Yates and Alistair Randall have also worked
incredibly hard to create the online Register and to link it to
the member database. What they have created is a huge asset
to the OGA and will grow to become, we hope, an asset to
the world of traditional boats.

We thank them heartily for all the work they have done,
and BeverleyDaley-Yates too for her ongoing work on
uploading photos and documentation of instructions.

The GMCis keento hear your views on
these and any other OGAmatters.

Please email your commentsto
Sue Lewis: secretary@ogda.org.uk

Youcan doyour bit to help us to recruit
new members!

Ask yourArea Secretary for copies of our
smart leaflet, presenting the OGA.Please
pass these on to those you meetin the
course of your season sailing.

o social « cruisj,
. sating and socia Sing an, >
young and o\: " Jarge boats a:':’qua_u t;::k . :,::;"9 oz
and new ing regattas liet beacp, len 60.,
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Handicapping
Handicapping is being reviewedin the hope we can do
more to include modern gaffers.

There will be no changes to the current system for 2014,
but we will be running all Arearace results through an
alternative system, the new RYA (NHC) system, to see how
this stacks up.

Race Officers shouldn’t face an extra burden of work as Pete
Thomas, Sailing Committee Chair, will do this and send
feedback to the Areasas soon as possible after races.

Paypal account re-instated

We apologise for the inconvenience to some members of
the temporary disappearance of our Paypal account. This
isnow up and running again and you can useit to pay

the Association Treasurer for membership renewals and
merchandise. All you need, if you have a Paypal account,

is the email address of the treasurer: treasurer(@oga.org.uk
Please make sure you let the Treasurer know how much you
have paid and what for.

Volunteers needed to help run the Association

Gordon Garman has come to the end of his term of office,
so the important role of Association Treasurer needs to

be filled from January 2015. Is this something you might
consider taking on? For more information contact Gordon
by email treasurer(@oga.org.uk

Whilst relevant experience would be very useful, a lot of
work has been done to rationalise and streamline the tasks,
particularly those concerned with annual membership
renewals. Gordon is handing over a well-oiled machine.

Could we have a volunteer to help look after the
Association’strophies? Assistance with any aspect of this
would be much appreciated, so please let the Secretary know
how much (or little) you might be able to do to help, p.5.

Sue Lewis, Secretary
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Competition organiser Mike Garlick announces the
competition rules, explains the categories, introduces
plans for online submission and brings us some tips on
how to impress the judges.

Here the boat is the star; atwork, at rest, at play.

A new category, where the photographer is encouraged to use their

imagination and interpretation, to bring out the humanstory, the
situation or the atmosphere.

Open to the under-18photographers, whomwe are keen to encourage
toenter.

Eligible photos must have been taken
between 31 March and
30November 2014.

They must not have been entered for
any other photographic competition.

Entry will be via the OGAwebsite where
the Rules are available.

2014 prizes are nautical books and will
be awarded at the AGM,January 2015.

www.oga.org.uk/photography-
competition-2014

How to impress the OGAcompetition judges

A magic formula for photographic success?Dream on! Like
gaffrig sailing this comes from competence at the basics, an
eye for the moment and more than a dash of good luck. But
help yourselfby good preparation.

Firstly, choice of camera

This is alwaysa compromise and is even more so when
taking into account the demands of photography on the
water. The ‘ideal’ camera will be weatherproof, tough, able
to zoom and have adjustable controls. It must also be always
available for use at the drop of a hat, or sheet.

Viewfinder or LCD screen?

For me this is a no-brainer. With a viewfinderyou seethe

composition exactly. The camera, held close, becomes part
of your body helping avoid crooked horizons and camera

shake. Settings can be seen in the viewfinder and changed
on the moment and focus point confirmed instantly. And
when you press it fires!

LCDscreen?

Hands up if you can honestly say that you can seeanything
in it on a sunny day?Then you haveto fiddle with
electronic menus to zoom in or out or to change settings,
you still can’tsee what’s happening and when you finally
press the button it takes enough time to tack an old gaffer
before the shutter fires. No wonder that so many pictures
are taken on the ‘Auto’or ‘Program’setting.

Secondly, know your camera

No, that’s wrong, you must dominate the camera. With
digital cameras there’sno excuse for not having it as an
extension of your body. Play with all the settings until they
are second nature and experiment with different techniques.
Then delete.

Controls to leam about

Exposure mode

All will offer a tempting ‘Auto’or ‘Program’ mode where
the camera does all the thinking for you and in return
will guarantee that it will giveyou a technically faultless
picture with absolutely no imagination, interpretation
or inspiration. Fine if you’rejust taking a selfieat the G8
Summit, but not for thinkers like Old Gaffers.

Try Aperture Priority ‘A’ mode

Here you choose the the aperture, ‘f”number, or size of the
lens opening and the camera adjusts shutter speed to suit.
A narrow aperture, high ‘f”number, say f11, f16, {22, will
give greater depth of focus, good for landscapes and wide
views. Wide apertures, 2.8, f4, givea short depth of focus
which is good for concentrating attention on the subject of
the picture.

White Balance

For easeof use this is often left in the auto AWB setting,
but here it will miss the subtle cool and warm tones

of early morning and late evening light, the landscape
photographer’s dream moments. Use ‘Daylight’ setting,
usually a little sun symbol.

Enough for now, but more totally unbiased opinion will
follow in the next Gaffers Log, by which time you will all
have mastered the basics on your top of the range DSLR!

Mike Garlick, OGAPhotography Competition organiser
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Working Yacht 1’ is a 55t ferro gaff ketch built by her skipper,
John Laband, during the 1990s. Often sailed single-handed, on
this voyageshe had a crew of two, and was awarded the BCA
‘Hidden Challenge trophy, 201 3.

It was early May, and we’danchored off the white mark

at Minehead to wait for the tide and go ashore to collect
firewood which I’d spotted on a previous trip. It was sunny
and calm but the light breeze ‘on the nose’ (which we all
know about in the Bristol Channel) meant we were motoring
towards Ilfracombe along the N Devon coast to have a look
at the latest addition to the harbour infrastructure, Damien
Hirst’s sculpture, Verity.

We were on the wayto Lundy to await good weather to
make passageto the Islesof Scilly, intending to join the
OGA Round Britain Challenge (RBC) fleet, planning to be
anchored off St Mary’sin calm weather after a perfect trip
down the English Channel. Well, it wasn’tquite like that.

May is usually a good time to get going (if there is a ‘good
time’ in these waters) but not this year. We were off Lundy for
a week, as low after low battered the island. I’vedragged from
this anchorage before but the solution seems to be a CQR
anchor, 4m of heavychain then nylon 3-strand to the boat.
Some people like this because the stretch in the nylon helps
prevent snubbing loads to the anchor, which can easilyjerk it
free. I’vestarted sending a second anchor down the line with
a large shackle to ensure easy sliding and, with it’s own line
attached to the lifting eye, it’snot too difficult a job to raise
and lower. Well worth the peace of mind it imparts. Initially
I sent it halfwaydown, to help increase the catenary, but after
seeing it hurled out of the water repeatedly like an Orca with
a seal,I have taken to sending it to the bottom where it rests
against the chain and seemsto do a good job helping to hold
everythingon the bottom.

We had to be confident in the anchor because there was
no alternative but to abandon the boat and explore the
island, and excellenttavern. We had to collect water, carry
it down the hill with the aid of a pole between two people

Windswept anchorage in the lee of
Lundy Island

Swallows taking shelter
Photos: John Laband

‘We heard those
never to beforgotten
words of the forecast
NW, galeforce 10,
imminent”

If you are an OGAmemberyou can find
out more about ‘Working Yacht 1’ online
at the OGABoat Register:

www.oga.org.uk/boat/working-yacht-1

and slinging the 251 can from the pole. It wasamazing to see
how well protected the anchorage was from the gale force
westerliesand how rough it wasaround the island. There was
a sizeable swellin the anchorage, especially on the ebb, and
this made landing and launching the dinghy very interesting,
especiallywith the water on board and two adults.

On researching this problem there seemed to be a lot of
different methods all with their advocates, which usually
means there isn’ta universal method, so we developed

our own. On the way in to the beach and before getting
entangled in the surf, drop an anchor (perhaps 10kg) with

a light floating line attached. The rest of this line which has
to be quite long, say 50m, has to pay out with no tangling.
One wayto make this happen, we found, is to stuff it all in a
bag, although I expect a reel would be best. Pay out the line
from the bow and row the boat backwards towards the beach.
Asyou reach the breaking surf, hold the boat with the bows
towards the wavesand it’san easy job to pay out the line and
keep everythingunder control until you reach the beach. Take
the line up the beach beyond the high tide line and secure it
there. When you come to launch the dinghy, the line is ready
to be used to help pull the boat through the surf towards

the anchor which lies in calm water. Stuffing the line back
into the bag as you go has prevented tangles so far. We used
an 8mm polyprop line which was quite springy and bright
yellowand had been discarded because it was unmanageable,
perfect for this job though.

At last weset sail for Padstow,in a NW F5-7, but unable
to make this heading as it wastoo fine in the conditions, so
reluctantly turned back to Lundy having sailed 13nm. The
sail back was very fast, exhilarating sailing at 7-8knts, with
9-10 at times.

Back in the anchorage we heard those never to be forgotten
words of the forecast. NW, gale force 10, imminent. Why we
had so little warning I’ll never know, but it’sa feature of this
arca that weather forecasting is often unreliable. I surmise that
it’s because the weather systems are often forming overhead
and being unpredictable about their intentions.
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Hokden Chelenge’ trophywinner, 2013

This was the storm which caused havoc in the marinas of south Cormwall and cut off the
electricity supply to many in the peninsula. We werecloseto the centre, due to travel up
the Bristol Channel. Lundy offers excellent shelter in the usual anchorage for gales from
west to south, but if there is any north or eastin it, then you should get moving. We had
two choices, it seemed, but here I may not have chosen the best option. The best cover
from winds in the north wasin the lee of the island off the south side closein off the

high ground, surrounded by rocks and inside the tidal race that sweepsby offshore. Very
recently this alternative has made it into the Cruising Associationhandbook as a recognised
anchorage of refuge. It can only be imagined what these waters must have looked like a
century ago, with many sailing craft anchored in the Roads. We weighed

anchor(s) and went to have a look. It was clear that the cliff offered “9 |mag|ned

excellentprotection from the north, but rocks everywhereand I imagined becomi
the bottom shelvingsteeply. If anything went wrong we would not be L
able to get round Rat Island back into the anchorage against the gale G‘Tm
force northerly. We would have to let go of Lundy and then what?

I imagined becoming embayed in Bideford Bayin a gale force northerly,
or trying to run up-channel desperately keeping offshore of a North
Devon lee shore. Ilfracombe would be impossible. Trying to go west,
avoiding Hartland Point, didn’tlook such a good idea either. So, no sea
room in a northerly.

The other factor wasthe new moon, so pitch blackness as well. We motored back to the
usual anchorage and prepared ourselves. We anchored as close in as possible with two
anchors out and measures to avoid chafe around the bow fitting. Some small buoys around
us gavea good transit to estimate dragging and they became my friends throughout that
night. I put the engine in slowforward to try and take some strain off the anchors but this
caused some yawing around the cable, but still I think it was a useful measure. The waves
got up considerably and we watched them career past in the half light to crash againstthe
shore quite close behind us.

I had earlier considered abandoning the boat to look after herselfand try to get to dry land,
but there was some resistanceon board to this plan. In any case,landing the dinghy would
have been extremely hazardous with what seemed like a 2m swell. We tried it once, and were
unceremoniously pitched off the landing ramp.

It was necessaryto stay exposedin the cockpit all night in the torrential rainfall. It’s
surprising how time flies when you’reenjoying yourself!

At some stage in the night, a fishing boat joined us and moored to a heavy mooring buoy.
Another useful transit and with it’sbright lights a companionable presence as it plunged,
pitched and rolled. I will remember that buoy for another occasion and hope that it’s

ground tackle has been inspected in the recent past. We had to endure about six hours of
the strongest wind before it moderated. But then another report it would veermore into the
north. That really wasthe end of our Lundy holiday.

Mooring to that same heavy buoy we prepared the triple reefs in the main, making sure to
tie in the other reefsfirst so as to save work later. With some trepidation, we set course SW,
and emerging from the wind shadow of the island, we found ourselvesin a moderating
NWS5-7, good visibility and just the dying storm swellto giveus a majestic scene. The boat
rode comfortably to the beam seasas we charged down the North Cornish coast towards
the Pendeen. Adding more sail as the wind moderated, then through the inshore passageat
Longships, round into Mounts Bay, past Mousehole and anchoring at last off Newlyn.

The OGA Islesof Scillyrendezvous had been cancelled and the RBC fleet had become
dispersed, making it’sown way to Dale in Pembrokeshire. We just had time to put back
some of the blue paint washed off the bow sections, before setting off with a magnificent
sunrise illuminating Mounts Bay from behind St. Michael’sMount.

We didn’t seeanother vesseluntil we also reached Dale, after a short stop in the Pool outside
Padstow. The trip over from Padstow to Dale was worth mentioning, because it really was
trouble free, the F3-4 NW breeze kept going all day and we made it in one tack acrossthe
tidal streams, only motoring towards sunset as the wind died. All sail wasraised and the
tiller pilot, operating on a semi-balancedtrim tab off the trailing edge of the main rudder,
kept us on course.

Dolphins accompanied us for many miles westof Lundy. We were in time to enjoy the
excellent supper organised by the BCA to host the RBC fleet. We would so much have liked
to continue on around England and Scotland, but our holiday time wasused up, and we
had to plan the return trip.

We hope there will be another chance to join this cruise in company without having to wait
another 50 years.

Jacqui Fumeauxand John Laband, BCA

‘Working Yacht 1’ underway

Photo: John Laband
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DB 5843

DB 5844

EC 5845
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EC 5850

EC 5851 loma

EC 5853
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EC 5857 Seamew
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EC 5869
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SOL 5855
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SOL 5859 Phoenix
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SW 5852
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SW  5870Fat Sea
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DrAdrian Moran & Mrs
Susan Moran
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Mr Frank de Groot

Mrs Lindsay Bartrop-
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Jill Moore
Mr Ecward North
Mr Chris Tumer

MrAlan Kemp

Ms Catherine Holt
MrJames & Mrs Fiona
Roy

Mr Fergus Taylor

Mr John & Mrs Patricia
Ballinger

Mr Robert Spackman
Mr Christopher & Mrs
Alison Wigdor

Mr Paulus Smith

Mrs Caroline Keen& Mr
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Clovelly, 14 Galtrim Park, Bray, CoWidklow, Ireland
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8CordonStreet, Amble NEG5 OAT
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371Wimbome Road, Oakdale, Poole BH15 3ED
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Hat 3, 54 Vincent Square, LondonSW1P 2NR
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Littde Elms, Mudwell Bams, Kingsbridge TQ72EW

Trinity Sailing, Pump Street, BrixnamTQ5 8ED
Overmass House, 68 Beer Road, Seaton, Devon EX12 2PA

Chatsworth, Broadway Road, liminster, Somerset TA199RX
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ANOG nate from a newOd Gafffer)

Beingborn in Newton Heath,
Manchester in 1960 I became very
familiar with smoke and trains, but
boats did not figuremuch in our
particular neighbourhood.

consideration like that wasnot going
to stop me. In fact the other two
lads had no experience whatsoever
and, as we left school following ‘A’
levels,one of the two then admitted
to us that he had never learned to
swim! Nevertheless we had, over

the years, built up quite a bit of
practical experience sailing around
the North Forelandand to Dover in
our plywood GP14, forevertrying to
outrun the teacher nervously puffing
on his pipe in the under-propelled
safety boat.

Oursecond NOGnote
comes from new Trailer
Section member, Steve
Griffiths from Deal, Kent.
He launched ‘Guillemot’
on Monday 5 May, fitting

Like so many other sailors, my first her out himself at home.

introduction to boats came with a
suggestion from the school librarian
that I might like to read abook by
aman called Arthur Ransome and 1
was loaned a copy of the ‘Big Six’for
which I will be eternally grateful.

Are there any more
NOGsout there who'd
like to share their first
impressions of the OGA
through the Gaffers Log?

The life described was so wildly
different to my own that I was
immediately drawn in. I quickly
became fascinated with all things
nautical and, in particular, with

that segment of sailingrelating to
Stockholm tar, bronze fittings, boats
you sitin (rather than on) and any
sail which was not one of those odd
Bermudan things.

Over the yearsI have had a variety of Bermudan rigged boats
up to 42 foot but the furthest I have eversailed in my own boat,
primarily due to work commitments, is weekendsin Calais and
time spent in the northern French canal network.

I sold my last ‘big’boat about 18 months ago and decided to
get right back to basics.No marinas, no lifting in and out and
no cruising the same areaover and over again, too afraid to go
too closeinto shore. My wifebought me a 13 foot clinker effect
GRP boat hull which I havebeen fitting out at home.

I did not get much chance to sail
until my parents moved to Ramsgate
and [ went to the Grammar School. f
Thursday afternoon was “sports’and

I could not believemy luck when it e
turned out that, instead ofhitting or
kicking things, there was an option

to join the school sailingclub which
operated out of RamsgateHarbour.

I have done my best with ‘Guillemot’ and, whilst
I am sure many professional boatbuilders

the work myselfand am very much looking
» forward to some happy times with like-

It transpired that the sailingclub’ )
consisted of me and two othe
I'had read more sailing book
than you could shake a sti¢
but had next to zeropre
experience. Clear
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Hiing out whatdoes & meanto you?
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Acres of vamish?

In preparation for taking ‘LilliB’to the Netherlands this
summer, [’vereplaced the rusty old mild steel stem head
with new stainless steel, installed a new DSC radio and AIS
transponder, and we’rereferring to varnish areas in acres.

Mike Robertson, East Coast Area

Seek andye shall find .. . (Matthew 7:7)

‘We’lltake the sides out and see.’He did, followed by bridge
deck and cockpit seats. Sure enough, water had penetrated
sheathing and ply. I stripped the port side deck and sanded
’til dark. Returning next day, it had gone, waterlogged on
the underside. I uncovered ancient repairs in the stern deck,
and ripped that out too. I joked we wereat the back, so
there could be no more rot. But a piece of ply, encased in
fibre glass for nearly 40 years, came away in dusty handfuls
with the remains of steel screws. ‘East Breeze’is being put
back together, with a daunting list of tasksstill to do. But
there, that’s boats for you. I’ll be ready for YOGAFF, and
who knows where after that?

Marion Shirley, Solent Area Secretary

Antifouling at East Head, Chichester Harbour

I’'m owner of ‘Black Jack’, ‘naffer’ plastic gaffer, on the water
all yearround and, the biggestjob at the start of the season
is to pick a decent weather window to beach the boat for

a scrub, polish and antifoul. East Head is a beautiful spot,
rounded off with BBQ on the beach as the sun sets, using
the boat as a windbreak.

Steve Mitchell, Solent Area

Stepping the mast puts Barry’s back out

I was just making sure the halyards were going through the
correct pulleys, when chaos ensued! I had to step the mast at
least fivetimes and next day discovered my ‘fitting out’ had
put my back and shoulder out. It was off to the physio. to
put my body back into working order and the sailsare still
not on. I think that’s a task for when the weather warms up!

Barry Healas, Lake District Area

‘Black Jack’, Steve Mitchell

New use for a bike stand, Steve Yates

Cylinder before

-
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Piston before
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Piston after

What about the sea cocks?

The typical OGA skipper is a multi-skilled chap or lass,
turning their hand to the odd bit of weldingor skimming
the inside of an engine cylinder as easily as splicing an eye
on a halyard. Those of us less mechanically inclined, more
at home with a Cisco router than a Bosch one, are both
daunted and inspired by these practical folk.

One of the great things about ‘Robinetta’ is she’snever been
perfect, giving owners before Alison and me the confidence
to have a go. She has three fine old bronze cone-style sea
cocks and all were in dire need of a service.

The trick is to use the inner cone as a tool to grind both
itself and the cylinder smooth. Cover it in abrasivepaste and
then rotate in the cylinder until both surfacesare smooth.
The danger is that it will end up oval or with a ridge and the
seal won’tbe perfect. Choosing a grinding paste available in
the UK needed a little research. Chemico understood what I
needed and I'm very pleased with their gunk.

In an ideal world one would remove the sea cocks from
the boat and turn steadilyin a continuous rotation. On
‘Robinetta’, removing and refitting the cylinders would be
more work than the rest of the exerciseso I did it in situ.
Spacebeing confined I could typically only turn the cone
a quarter turn without replacing the spanner. After some
time following the instructions to make full turns, I went
for a quarter turn back and forwards motion which allowed
a lot more forceto be applied. I rotated by a quarter turn
frequently to try to keep things evenand not distort the
cone or the cylinder.

Completely removing the abrasive greaseat the end is very
important. We need smooth running and minimal wear,
but a good seal. I'm quite pleased with the results. The
movement is smooth, and so far, watertight, as we set out on
our summer cruise.

Julian Cable,East CoastArea
www.robinetta—log.blogspot.co.uk/




@ GAFFERS LOGJUNE 2014

On 30 April NIOGA membersjoined members of Cockle
Island Boat Club to hear a talk about the Irish river curragh
by Bruce Crawford, a man who needed a small boat to visit
a couple of home-made crannogs(lake dwellings) built in a
restoredmillpond in Crawfordsburn.

Bruce and his wife Heather decided a coracle type craft would
be suitable and visited Walesto learn about coracles. On
returning home, Bruce found difficulty in finding ash lathes,
asused in Wales, so started researching the Irish origins of this
type of craft. He discovered Irish examples from pre-recorded
times right up to 1938, being used on the River Boyne

for fishing, either in pairs or as singlecraft. Constructed
differently from the Welsh coracles, the Irish used hazel rods
throughout for the frame with cowhide to coverthe craft.
Known as river curraghs, the word coracle had not made it
across the Irish Sea.

The frames, or ribs as we would know them, at approximately
an inch diameter, were pushed into the ground, forming the
shape of the top of the finished craft. Lighter hazel rods were
woven around this cage to form the gunnel. The weaveused
for this was very strong incorporating three rods twisted as
well as woven. When the gunnel was finished the rods were
bent across the craft to form the bottom. There wasa lot of
tying together and trimming, as well as leaving weights on the
upturned boat for a couple of weeks.

Once the frame was carefully removed from the ground it
was covered with a tanned cowhide and held in place with a
continuous leather thong. Aftera lot of finishing work and
construction of a seat, using leather to fix it in place, Bruce
had a finished craft. He made a wooden paddle and the boat
was ready for the river.

Bruce has made about 30 curraghs, befriending another river
curragh maker in Co. Offaly. These two are retaining this
traditional skill of curragh making, and the curraghs on show
at the Boathouse, Groomsport, Co. Down are magnificent
craft, light but obviously strong. Well done to Bruce for his
efforts in making this historic craft.

Our thanks to Bruce and his son Ross, for the presentation
and to Cockle Island Boat Club who facilitated this
wonderful evening,

Peter Lyons, NI AreaSecretary

Photos: Peter Lyons
Curragh: Bruce Crawford

www.brucecrawfordcurraghs.co.uk
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OGAS0 legacy: Boat Register

Pat brings us up to date with news of the online Boat Register. Members can login and seethe

boats already published but there 5plenty more to do. Can you help us in any way?

At last! The Boat Register is online and accessibleto logged in OGA members. I am glad
some of you have already taken the opportunity to get your login details to take a look
around, helping us during the initial testing period. Alistair Randall, Beverleyand Steve
Daley-Yates have done a wonderful job in developing an online Boat Register of which
the OGA can be justly proud. It’snow open for members to request access,with nearly
200 boats already published for browsing by logged in members. There are over 3,000
boats in the Register, unpublished until we have some photos for them. We’regrateful

to severalphotographers for their contributions, including Sue Feather, Viv Head, Steve
Yatesand Keith Allso.If you have collections of photos, free of copyright restrictions, that
you’rewilling to share, please contact Beverley Daley-Yates log(@oga.org.uk

Every member who has a boat in the Register can accessit and update the records. If you
haven’tlooked yet, I encourage you to do so. There’s a very large paper record which still
awaits scanning and upload, to supplement information already available.This will be a
massivetask and we hope that other OGA members will come forward to work with us. If
you’reinterested in getting involved, contact me for more information about how to help.
Ideally, we’dlike to have representatives from all Areas of the OGA.

There remains a considerable backlog of updates following the three months transition
from paper and laptops to a fully-fledged online system. I’m catching up quickly and
pleased to report that many of you are sending your details. Pleasecontinue to do so, and
don’tthink your boat is too new or too small to be included. It is, after all, a register of
all OGA members’boats, so both Bermudan and motorboats may be included, many of
which are classicsin their own right.

Pat Dawson, Boat Register Editor
boatregister@oga.org.uk
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Netherbrdss and the Med Buiding and saling ‘Aimi

Dutch OGA10‘Cross country tour’ We hear about the pleasuresof building a dinghy from Janeand
Rik Janssenand members of the Dutch OGA are looking Andrew, who sail on Ullswaterin the Lake District.
forward to welcoming UK and Irish members to join

their 10th birthday celebrations. Keep up-to-date with s b bl Andrew decided to build *Aimie’.a Paul Fisher design
; o - Cross Country Tour,and we hope you Stornoway, 12’ centreboard dinghy with a high peaked gaff.
preparations by visiting the website: have all registered now. Members
www.oga.org.uk/article/oga-nl-cross-country-tour on our mailinglist will be receiving This waspurely a challenging project for something to do as
; updates in due course. he’dnever actually sailed a boat, but had previous experience of
boats as a young boy, sailingon the seawith Dad, off the Fylde
Rik Janssen: ogalO@oldgaffers.nl coast of Cleveleys,Lancashire. Oh, and he had built a canoe.
Photos: Sue Lewis The fact that you only buy a plan, meant measuring, cutting out

(no jigsawthen) stitching and taping, the job took a lot longer
than anticipated. Extra time wasneeded for the hardwood
laminated centreboard and rudder. Then there wasthe
painting. Building ‘Aimie’did take a lot longer than planned,
over 12 months, I think. During this time we started to sail at
Glenridding and purchased a Lune Pilot to learn in.

We’reextremely proud of ‘Aimie’,Andrew has made an excellent
job of building her, and over the last ten yearswe’vehad a lot of
fun as she’slight and very responsive.

Jane & AndrewGreaves, GlenriddingSC, Lake District

Couldthis gaff schooner be your ‘old gaffer’ on the Med?

SIF is for sale, with offer of a trial cruise this summer - d h kS .y
I am looking for a new owner, or owners, for SIF after 29 years Never mln t e r (x It S

with her. Her home port is Saint-Tropez and she’swell known

on the Mediterranean classicyacht racing circuit since 1985. SIF

is a ‘normal’ classic yacht; too small to interest the rich ‘investor
yachtsmen’! My wife and I cruise SIF by ourselves; she is fun to sail,
very well equipped for cruising and is setup for easy maintenance.
For OGA members who may be interested in her, there are berths
available for participation in this summer’sregattas and cruises.
Visit the website for dates and berth availability. Contact me if you
would like to sail on SIF, with the hope that you might consider
making an offer for full or part ownership. Price: £95,000 or offers.
William MaclInnes: +33 494 97 41 40 | +33 603 65 68 66
http://sif1894.wordpress.com

.-ri‘r'

macinneswecosse(@gmail.com e = I aS S I c a rI I I e

SIF features in the OGA online Boat Register; login and ; - :
visit www.oga.org.uk/boat/sif-0 ‘o find out moreabout this : www.dassicmarine.co.uk | tel: 01394380390

remarkable vessel.




Commaodore:Viv Head
Secretary:David J. Owens
email:bcsec@oga.org.uk

The start of the season has come as something of a surprise.
The winter hasn’tbeen cold, but it has certainly been
winter. The chilly, wet weather seemed to endure forever,
but most of us havenow fitted out and ventured onto the
water. Thanks to the considerable efforts and enthusiasm of
Charlie Harris, we shall be sailing every Monday night in
Cardiff Bay as there’s a critical mass of gaffersin the locality.
Viv Head, Commodore, has rejoined us from New Zealand,
via Antarctica, and will be joining us on Mondays.

Instow begins its programmes soon, so the BCA regions will
be characterised by two ‘hotspots’,in Cardiff and North
Devon, with predominantly solo sailors elsewhere.

We’renot short of suitors for our attention. Neighbouring
clubs or organisations want us onboard, if you’llexcuse

the confused metaphor, and I expect we’llbe represented
everywhere. We’reinvited to join Barry YC, Bristol Channel

Pilot Cutters, Lydney YC and the
Forest of Dean festivities, as well as
Portishead for ‘Round the Holms’
and SeaFair Haven.

Two key events this year from
Cardiff will be foraysinto the
Bristol Channel for a day sail.
Small beer after the exertions of
the RBC heroes and heroines, but
challenge enough for our small
open boats, given our notorious
tides. We’ll report back on these
events online and in the next Log.

In the meantime, it is a question of
shake down sails, seizing weather
windows of opportunity, and fine
tuning the rigging.

Or maybe spending far too much
time chatting amiablyon the
pontoon or in the bar.

Are we the only Area where
messing about in boats has sailing
as only one of its key components?

David Owens, BCA Secretary

‘Windless winklebrig reflected in Cardiff
Bay onearly season gaffers night sail’

Photo: Viv Head

‘Puffin’, sailed and owned
by David Owens
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DBOGA members and supporters judged the early days of May to be merrie

indeed, when the last two weeks of April brought heaven-sent dry daysto

boost boat preparation for the new season.

Two other items boosted their enthusiastic endeavours: the
announcement by the Dublin Port Company that their June Bank
Holiday Riverfest, which last year drew thousands of Dubliners to
the River Liffey Quays, is to become an annual event . Then came
the news that David Grainger and his speedy ‘Happy Quest’
will, weather etc. permitting, return to Dublin to join in this
year’sgala promotion from 30 May to 2 June.

‘Happy Quest’ was the acclaimed winner on the occasion oy
of DBOGAs first race for its splendid Asgard Trophy. i

She will, hopefully, be competing again in spacious If J i /|
Dublin Bay, this time for the DBOGA'’s other JJI I/ {
singular trophy, the Leinster Plate. T

Asif all that wasnot enough ‘Happy Quest’ L
should be dicing with her equally speedy A
opponent, ‘Tir Na N’Og of Howth’, owned Fdh
and helmed by OGA President, .'_."
Sean Walsh, himself.

On top of all that the Howth 17’swill
again be racing in the Liffey past seven ,|'J
tallships and just to add a note of high '
culture to the entire proceedings, the
classic Cossack Russian Ballet, will
perform on a large River Platform.

All this just over a stone’sthrow from 2™
O’Connell Bridge in the very heart
of Dublin.

Oh the thrill of it all!
Tim Magennis, DBOGAPresident




President:Robert Hill

Secretary:Lorna Hill
email:ecsec@oga.org.uk
web:www.eastcoastgaffers.org.uk

We’vebeen busy with shore-based events starting the year

when our new President and Secretary hosted a Burns Lunch

at their home. Much haggis, beer, and wine wereconsumed!
The following week Sue Lewisgavean interesting talk about her
adventures in ‘Bonify’during the OGAS50 RBC. The fishand
chip supper was excellent too.

A fortnight later found us at Pin Mill SC for another film night.
“Whisky Galore’ stands the test of time, even funnier when
watching with people who understand how difficultit can be to
row a laden dingy!The meal was tasty, with pictures of gaffers
stencilled on the tablecloths to make us feelat home.

We were eating again at the East Coast Dinner, hosted by the
Royal Burnham YC. Everyone dresses for our most formal
occasion of the year. KeesKoomen, our Dutch East Coast
member, was presented with the Cape Horn Trophy in person
(March Log p.23). There wasa raffle, and then a bottle of
Tobermory Single Malt on wooden tray with tasting glasswas
auctioned to raise£99 for the ECOGA.

A dozen people attended a sail clinic at James Lawrence Sail
Makers in Brightlingsea for a crash course in sail First Aid,
hosted by Mark Butler. Each participant wassupplied with a
sail ‘palm’,needle, some thread and a piece of flax. Mark began
by demonstrating the rudiments of ‘herring’stitch to show how
a slit sail could be safelyrepaired enabling the boat to get to its
destination where a more thorough repair could be effected.

The first sailing event of the season went off well, with the
Tollesbury Rally on Easter Saturday (p.15). With grey skiesat
first, the sun was shining by the end of the race, when everyone
retired to Tollesbury SC for a well earned drink before heading
to the Kings Head for supper and prizegivingby Robert Hill,
AreaPresident. Thanks go to SteveMeakin, the organiser and
all the other helpers from the Tollesbury SC who provided safety
boats as well as an excellent breakfast on Sunday morning.

The summer sailing calender is crammed full. There are events
every fortnight in June, and every weekend in July, before a
pause for breath before the August Cruise from 16 August.
There’s something for everyone, whether you want to race in

smouth i O Calais

large or small boats, sail in company,
or just come along for one of the
meals and a chat. We’reable to run
so many events due to the hard work
of the voluntary organisers, so many
thanks go to them all.

Details and reports of our events are
on the EC website, so please visit
www.eastcoastclassics.co.uk for entry
forms and information if you fancy
joining in with the East Coast gaffers.

Alison Cable, Eastcoaster Editor

Prizewinners at the TollesburyRally

Mike McCarthy, Tempus’safety boat, wins
the Seamanship Trophy

Sara Adie, ‘Papa Stour’, 3rd, wins a hand
made saildoth bag by CormorantSails
Photos: Steve Yates
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JAMES LAWRENCE
SAILMAKERS

Vast gaff and lug rig experience
Enthusiastic advice and service
Sailmaking ¢ Design work ¢ Rigging
Cover making * Repairs & servicing

22 - 28 Tower Street
Brightlingsea
Essex CO7 OAL
England
Tel: 01206 302863 Fax: 01206 305858

email: lawrencesails@btconnect.com

e 3 . ‘Rainbow’ 1897
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We held an open meeting at the Coquet YC, Ambleon 27 March and welcomed a few new
members. Areaorganisation took a step forward when Des O’Meara agreed to take the Chair.

Representatives of Royal Northumberland YC, the Coastal Rowing Associations of Blyth and
Amble, Blyth Tall Ship project and North East Maritime Trust also attended to make plans for the
coming season:

19 - 20 July: Blyth Town Maritime Festival

16 - 20 July: OGA Race within East Coast Sailing Week
16 - 17 August: Scotch Queen 70th anniversary, Grimsby
23 - 25 August: Newcastle-upon-Tyne Traditional Boats

The level of interest shown indicates the likelihood of a good turn out at these events, in
expectation of experiences similar to last year! Full details will be published on the website. We’re
also hoping to have representativesjoin the Netherlands OGA10 Cross Country Tour and the
500th anniversary of the founding of Marstal, Aero, Denmark.

Jim Bell, AreaSecretary

/\\ wwwheritage-marinecom (< |
DOWNS ROADBOATYARD

MALDON, ESSEXCM9 5HG
Restorations, Repairs, Moorings, Slips, 6t Crane, Mechanical engineering & servicing,
Water blasting & welding.

TS RIGGING Ltd

Designers, Suppliers & Makers of Modern, Traditional & Architectural rigging.
email: info@tsrigging.co.ukor call 01621 874861

MJ LEWIS & SON(Boat Sales) Ltd

Brokerage specialists of Classic boats, Traditional yachts & Work vessels. . .
Suppliers of new GRP & wooden dinghies, punts & workboats. B rl g h t I | n g S e a. J u Iy 5 t h 2 O 1 4
email: info@mjlewisboatsales.comor call Catherine on 01621 859373 For moreinformationvisit www.eastcoastdassics.co.uk

DIPINE OGAY




Holyhead Traditional Sailing Festival
W OGANOrth Wales Area ¢

29th - 31st August 2014

Holyhead lifeboat open day
holyhead-lifeboat.co.uk

Suitable forvessels from 10ft to 80ft

For more details and programmecontact Sue Farrer: 07527530309
See the video at http://holyhead.northwalesoga.org

emalil: nwasec@oga.org.uk

| | paline Lieosas
] L Stenaline \ifeboats

President:Scott Metcalfe
Secretary:Sue Farrer
email:nwasec@oga.org.uk
web:www.northwalesoga.org

North Wales Area AGM
Saturday 25 October 2014,

Holyhead SC, followed by dinnerin
the upstairs restaurant at 7pm

TR ADITIONAL

RIGGING

All Wire & Rope Work
Industrial, Marine & Architectural

Underfall Boatyard
Cumberland Rd
Bristol BS1 6XG

Dennis: 0777 637 5451
Jay: 0792 992 7018
traditionalrigging®gmail.com
traditionalrigging.co.uk

I hope you’reall ready for the coming sailing season and look
forward to seeing you on or off the water during the year.

Local member, Fred Winstanley, sadly had a stroke last September,
forcing him to spend time in hospital, returning home to
Blackburn in January. He and Angelaare wellknown on the Irish
Seacircuit, travelling from OGA event to event on their 16 ton
Hilliard “Moonflower’.It’s been a slow recovery for Fred, but every
day seesan improvement. ‘Moonflower’ is back on her berth and
Fred has been aboard to welcome her back.

Once again, Mike Clark welcomesthe OGA to the Peel
Traditional Boat Festival,25 - 27 July. Contact him for more
information and to register: 04476 24450146 mclark(@manx.net

Sunday 10 August seesthe Annual Nobby, Gaffers and Classics
Race during the Conwy River Festivalwith Wednesday 13 being
the OGA Race. Contact the SailingCommittee Chair
sailing(@conwyriverfestival.orcorphone Conwy Harbour Office
01492 596253 for details.

The Traditional Boat Festivalat Holyhead, 29 - 31 August,is a
date not to be missed. 2014 is the 8th year of this eventand plans
are wellunderway. Sue has met with the Town Council, Head of
YnysMon County Council, the Harbourmaster and members of
Holyhead Maritime Museum. The event attracts strong support
from Holyhead Marina, Holyhead Town Council and Stena Line
Port. Sean Walsh, OGA President, has promised to make every
effort to attend, the first time an OGA President has visited our
Areain ten years.

Holyhead Sailing Club is our host and the RNLI Holyhead
Lifeboat will have their open days over the same weekend. The
RNLI roadshow will be in attendance, so don’tforget to bring
your lifejackets for testing.

Sue Farrer, NWASecretary
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On 28 February about 40 NI gaffersand members of the RNIYC attended a talk by
Adrian Spence, skipper of the oldest Bristol Channel pilot cutter in the world, built 1875
and still sailing. Adrian has been sailing and working at ‘Madcap’since 1993, when he
brought her from Chichester to Strangford Lough, Co. Down. During the talk, he offered
a flavour of some of his adventures since restoration work began on ‘Madcap’ in Bangor
by Joe Pennington.

After her restoration, Adrian took ‘Madcap’on cruises to Greenland, around Ireland,
France, Spain, and many destinations in the Mediterranean before going to the Azores.
He finished the talk with last year’scruise from Carrickfergus to Spain, cut short when the
rudderstock broke a day and a half south of the Isles of Scilly. After failed attempts to sail
back, they called the coastguard for a RNLI escort into Hugh Town. After some time in
Hugh Town waiting for wood, they safelyreturned to home waters. Our thanks to Adrian
for his talk, RNIYC for use of the venue and all the members who turned up to make a
really worthwhile evening.

On 30 AprilNIOGA members
joined members of Cockle Island
Boat Club to hear a talk by Bruce
Crawford, who needed a small boat
to visit a couple of home-made
crannogs (lake dwellings) in
Crawfordsburn, seep.32 for a
full report, with pictures of the
Irish curraghs. 2

Peter Lyons,Area Secretary

O Caen

The Solent Area AGM took place in February on a day when some
members had been up all night attempting to ensure that parts of
the south coast werenot washed awayin ferocious storms. It was
asmall event but perfectly formed, with a presentation by Solent
members who had taken part in the 2013 Round Britain Challenge.
Reporting on the best and most challengingmoments they gave
adviceto those aiming to undertake the circumnavigation in future.
T'am most grateful to members who generously contributed gifts for
the raffle, contributing further by buying tickets to seewhether they
could win them back again.

A week later, members congregated at Alton Station (Watercress
Line branch) to join a train pulled by the aptly named engine, Lord
Nelson. It wastotally dark and impossible to see where we were
going. The set included a real ale bar with galleyserving hot food.
Only two members missedthe train, joining it at the other end of
the line on its first revolution, and no gafferwasejected. I did ask
other people to write about this event, but afterwards,nobody could
remember it.

Although we understand the press gang, formerly operational in
and around Portsmouth, has not been seen for some time, we were
pleasedto welcomea full complement of members for our visit to
the new Mary RoseShip Hall and Museum. The Trust has done
stunning work in conservingthe remains of the ship and thousands
of artefacts ranging from fleasand peppercoms to the full skeleton
of'a dog (perfectly adapted to catching rats), ship’schests and myriad
personal and nautical effects. There are even facialand bodity
reconstructions of key ship’screw members. We can’trecommend
the museum highly enough and The Ship Anson on the historic
Hard did us proud for lunch.

At the time of writing, I begin to hear reports that members’boats
are in the water, we'retesting the online registration system for
YOGAFFand planning our raid on Bembridge Harbour in July.

MarionShirley, Area Secretary



President:Mike Lucas

Secretary:Gil Hayward
email:swsec@oga.org.uk

Secretary:Mike Stevens
email:trailersec@oga.org.uk

The Fitting Out Lunch on Saturday 12 Aprilat China
House, Plymouth marked the end of our winter shore-based
activities. Speakers were Shaune Blight, 4th generation
boatbuilder, skipper of ‘Shamrock’and Joe Lawrence, Head
Ranger of the National Trust, Cothele Quay. ‘Shamrock’

is reputed to be the last surviving Tamar Sailing Barge and
it’s remarkable she’ssurvived given her life expectancy was
about 30 years. She facesmajor challenges going forward.
‘Shamrock’ was at Plymouth Classics 2013, John Gallagher
presented Shaune with the Spirit of Plymouth Classics
trophy. Watch out for an article in the September Log.

8 February found 30 enthusiasts of traditional sailing rigs
braving the wind and water to gather at Port Navas YC for
a splendid lunch, our first meeting in Cornwall for several
years. Members travelled from Devon, Falmouth, Helford
and Helston. We do hope the lunch will herald a new era
for OGA members in Cornwall. We were invited to visit
Jon Bray’s40’ traditional craft under construction at Gweek
Boatyard. A massiveproject, proving how much can be
achieved in a relatively short time. Jon only started last July.

South West Gaffers havetried to organise a summer sailing
programme which will appeal to a wide cross section of
members. We look forward to welcoming you. June will

be a great time to be in Cornwall, immediately following
Falmouth Classics there’s the Helford River Rally 16 - 18
June: www.oga.org.uk/article/helford-rally-16-18-june-2014

4 - 6 July is the Start Bay Rally and OGA Annual Race,
with a prizegivingsupper in the Royal Dart YC. The
pontoon off Dartmouth YCis reserved for the weekend and
we’llcruise in company to Stoke Gabriel for Sunday lunch.

Sadly through lack of support the gaffer classhas been
dropped from Dartmouth Regatta for 2014, so why not join
us at Plymouth Classicsat the end of July?

Gil Hayward, Area Secretary

Jon Bray’s project at Gweek Boatyard.
For more pictures, and latest news on
progress, visit his blog:
www.westcountrycutter.blogspot.co.uk

An opportunity not to miss with
storage, camping and launching
available, to enjoy an informal
race for the gaffer fleet, parade
of sail, cruising in companyand
lots of fun ashore. Numbersare
limited, so please sign up early.
Details and entry forms on the
OGAwebsite:
www.oga.org.uk/article/river—
dart-rally-16-17-august-2014

Ideal for large and small boats,

with Sunday lunchtime BBQ and
‘Old Gaffers’ Sea Shanty Group.

Wecl” admire those immaculate
restorations but if you've ever thought

it would be quicker and easier to build a new
one, you should read about today’s affordable
new gaffers in the practical bi-monthly
magazine from Pete Greenfield and friends.
WaterCraftis available from good newsagents
or £6 inc p&p from: WATER CRAFT, BRIDGE
SHOP, GWEEK, CORNWALLTR12 6UD

For further information,

« 01326 2214240 <
www.watercraft-magazinecom

There’s plenty for trailer sailors this summer on the East
Coast, South West and Wales, with information on the
website and from Trailer Section Secretary, Mike Stevens.

4 - 8 July finds a new gathering in Norfolk, to include
cruising and racing on the River Bure with a base at the
Bureside Holiday Park at Oby. Full details on the website:
www.oga.org.uk/news/norfolk-gathering-oga-trailer-section

12 - 13 July, stay on the East Coast if you can for the annual
Swallows& Amazons event on Walton Backwaters, as guests
of the Walton & Frinton YC. Full details and entry forms
on the ECOGA website: www.castcoastoldgaffers.co.uk/
events/oga-swallows-and-amazons-2014

7 - 11 August, visit Clywedog SC, Llanidloes for the Trailer
Section Rally and on 9 August, join the Party at the Pill.
2014 marks the bicentenary of Pembroke Dockyard and
Trailer Section members are invited to join the celebrations.

29 - 31 August: Traditional Boat Festival at Holyhead, p.42.

12 - 14 September, join members of the Glenridding SC, to
sail and race on Ullswater. Barry Healas: 01969 667719.

25 - 29 September, come to Lechlade on the Thames to
round off the year, no sailing, just mucking about in boats.

Mike Stevens, Secretary
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the 2014 St George's Trophy

Continuing our theme of pilot cutters running through this
issue, we hear from skippers of the four participants in one of
the first Solent events of 2014. Next year, the organisershope
to be able to award the ‘non-pilot cutter’ trophy. Thankyou to
Nick Beck, ‘Amelie Rose’ for sending this report and photos.

Well OK, we didn’t have snow, or as far as I remember, hail,
but strong winds and light, sunshine and a bit of damp did
make an appearance along with four of the prettiest big
gaffers from the Solent area gathering for the fifth episode of
the St George’sTrophy out of Yarmouth, Isle of Wight.

For ‘AmelieRose’ the trip from Poole to Yarmouth was a
bit of a drift carrying the tide up to Hurst Narrows in the
sunshine of a lovely spring Thursday. It wasthe only time
over the next few days that ‘Amelie’slogread under 4 knts
for more than the time it took to tack, but at leastit gaveus
the chance to rig up the topsail and jib top in preparation
for the first day racing on Friday.

Strong wind and light, sunshine and
showers as ‘Amelie Rose’ is captured on
camera by Phil Cogdell, ‘Annabel’

With the dubious new, cross-tidepink pontoons at
Yarmouth, safelynegotiated, we were soon enjoying the
company of ‘Jolie Brise’, ‘Annabel J” and ‘Polly Agatha’

with their respective crews gathering at Royal Solent YC

for briefingsand beers. The 2014 format included up to

4 “sprint’ races a day, should we remain keen and there

be enough wind to keep the fleet on the move against the
strong tides this end of the Solent. Looking at the forecast
the strongest element of the day ahead wasmore likely to be
the amount of water falling from the sky.

Sure enough, emerging from the harbour for our first start it
was pouring down, but there was a reasonable F3-4 blowing
to keep us on the move. The first course was posted and off
up-tide we went with the fleet rapidly settling into their task
of trying desperately to hang on to ‘Jolie Brise’,chasing her
rapidly departing stern as skipper Toby Marris once again
exercised her considerable sail wardrobe.

Both this course and those that followed proved to be
excellent tests of skippers’ and crews’abilities to drive the
assembled pilot cutters hard, even in lighter airs, and before
long a pecking order began to emerge. ‘Jolie Brise’ was to
lead the way all day with ‘AmelieRose’ gamely snapping at
her heels, making use of her relatively big rig and smaller
size to overpower both ‘Polly Agatha’and ‘AnnabelJ’. That
said, if skipper Phil Cogdell on ‘Annabel)’ had pinpointed
a couple of the marks a little less accurately by bumping into
them, she may well have featured more in the standings that
were posted in the evening.

Asthe wind died and more rain appeared, the fleet agreed to
call it a day after race 3 heading gratefully for the showers,
just as the clouds cleared and the sun finally appeared to
help dry out our thoroughly wet weather gear.

The scoresso far?JB 3 pts, AR 6 pts, PA 10 pts, AJ 11 pts
(all on handicap). With the forecastset for F5-7 from the
south tomorrow, there was all to play for as ‘AmelieRose’
would surely suffer the penalty for smaller size and weight
against AJ’sreputation for enjoying a blow.
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St George's Trophy

Day two dawned as sunny and windy as day one had been wet and light-aired. Predictably
as we squared up for the start, JB and AJwere spotted happily setting topsails whilst PA
and AR opted for full mains and working jibs. For ‘AmelieRose’ this was to make it an
exciting and work intensive day for the crew as she regularly buried her caprail travelling
upwind, even with the main sheeted well out. But it did allow us to keep up with the
bigger ships and we were happy with our third place, behind ‘Polly Agatha’simpressive
first on handicap over ‘Jolie Brise’,who, along with ‘AnnabelJ’, had thought better of her
topsail during the race.

With the boats all now wearing approximately the same canvas, races 2 and 3 were to
drop back into a familiar pattern, especiallywhen PA found difficulty gybing forcing her
to reduce canvas (and ultimately to retire). ‘Annabel])’ just couldn’t keep AR behind her
as ‘Amelie’screwrepeatedly showed themselves capable of handling her power to weight
advantage (though hauling in the main for the gybe wasa four-man job). The outcome of
day 2 wasJB 4pts, AR 7 pts, AJ 10 pts, PA 11 pts.

An excellent prizegiving dinner at RSYC saw ‘Jolie Brise’ lift the trophy for the second
year running, with ‘AmelieRose’in a gallant second (again!). ‘AnnabelJ’ just pipped
‘Polly Agatha’for third place. Yetagain no other gaffersor traditional boats turned up to
claim the ‘non-pilot cutter’ trophy which wasa shame as all agreed that it had been a truly
awesome weekend’s sailing, the real winners being all the crews who joined us.

Next year’sevent will hopefully run 17 - 18 April 2015 and we really hope to see you all
there. It will be organised by Kim Hartley. If you’dlike to get involyed, dr p him a line.
hartley.kim@jicloud.comor 07795 480254

Skippers: -. !
Nick Beck, ‘A Rose’,
Phil Cogdell,’A abely
Toby 'ﬂ, "’ B

N

GAFFERS LOGJUNE 2014 @

OCAnthe Nens

Youngest gaffer, Alex, takes the
helm with Dad, Dan Matthews
on Southampton Water, Good

Friday, 2014,aged one week.

National Historic Ships UK supports youth training programme

The International Boatbuilding Training College (IBTC), Lowestoft provided an
introductory series of maintenance courses including joinery, sail repairs, rope work,
plumbing and electrics for five Shipshape Heritage Partnership Project (SHTP) trainees in
March. They’repictured here as they embark on their 12-month placements with partner
organisations during a visit to the Time and Tide Museum, Norfolk. Allfiveare members
of the OGA and we look forward to welcoming them at Areaevents this season.

From the left:

TomCook, Sea-Change Sailing Trust, Maldon, Essex

Fergus Taylor, Jolie Brise’, Dauntseys School Sailing Club,Solent
Helen Denning, Excelsior Trust, Lowestoft, Suffolk

PJ, IBTCtrainer

HughLangworthy, Trinity Sailing Foundation, Brixham, Devon
Catherine Holt, Scottish Fisheries Museum,Anstruther, Fife
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Obiuary. Robin Pamore, 1937 -2014

Robin Patmore, East Coast sailor, long time member and
enthusiastic supporter of the OGA, died on 25 March after
a short illness.

When I first met Robin, almost 50 yearsago, he had

just taken delivery of a new boat, a Yachting World 14ft
Dayboat, clinker built by Lou Walker at Leigh in the
traditional way, with steamed oak ribs and shiny copper
rivets. Robin admired craftsmanship and tradition aboveall
else. In the Dayboat, Robin and Helen cruised extensively
up and down the East Coast. Robin was a dedicated cruising
man and not the least interested in racing, although I did
persuade him once to enter the Dayboat in the Nore Race,
starting off Southend pier.

But his heart wasn’tin it and we were very late at the start,
so Robin said, ‘let’ssail around Canvey Island instead.’

With marriage came children and with them came the

need for a proper cruising boat, so Robin bought a 24ft
Bermudan 4 berth cruiser, wooden and traditionally built of
course, with a Stuart Turner twin as auxiliary power. Robin
was a chartered mechanical engineer, but this engine tested
his expertise to its limits.

In ‘Marynette’, the whole family cruised the English south
coast, with forays acrossto France and Holland. It wason
one of the return trips from Antwerp that Robin gaveme
my first experience of night sailing. Helen and family had
gone back on the ferry, leaving Robin and me to bring the
boat back home. No Decca or GPS then, he just said ‘head
for the loom of that light and keep Belgiumto port, I'm
going to bed.” Quite an initiation for a dinghy sailor, but he
was very good at instilling confidence in beginners like me,
and I learned a great deal, especiallyafter he and I bought a
28ft Peter Duck ketch between us. The partnership worked
very well for 16 years and ‘Goosander’ covered many miles,
including a three year circumnavigation of the British Isles
by Robin and Helen.

Although the Peter Duck wasa
fine cruising boat, and looked
after us very well, Robin always
dreamed of owning a really
superbly crafted boat; lead keel,
bronze fastened, teak decks etc.,
and he found this in his last boat,
‘Great Days’.

In ‘Great Days’,Robin and Helen
enjoyed many cruises, always
returning to the East Coast and
taking part in the Old Gaffers
gatherings, so it seems appropriate
that their final major voyagewas
down to Cowes for the OGA
Jubilee in August 2013.

Thank you, Robin, a great seaman,
teacher and friend.

Bernard Patrick, East CoastArea
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ChtuaryAllsmCade,ElderGaﬂ'er

It is with great sadness we report that Alison Cade passed
awayon 19 February 2014. Alison’shusband David was
OGA President from 1995 until his death in 2002 and Alison
was appointed Elder Gaffer when he passed on in recognition
of her unstinting support of the Association.

Alison wasborn at Reading in 1938 where she went to the
Abbey School and afterwards trained as a radiologist at the
Battersea Polytechnic, which profession she followed both
before and during her first marriage.

Following her marriage to David in 1973 Alison was
introduced to the OGA and was his background support as
he wasin turn Solent Area Committee member, Association
Newsletter Editor, founder President of the Cinque Ports
Area, and finally Association President. During this time

she accompanied David on many of his travelsround the
OGA Areas,and provided good cheer and hospitality on

the numerous occasions their house at Rye wasused as a
committee room.

Alison made sure that the family gaffcutter ‘Storm’was kept
in commission after David’s death and she sailed ‘Storm’to
the annual Solent Gaffersracesand to the Yarmouth Old
Gaffers Festival every year, where she also assisted on the
OGA stand.

It wasa great delight to her when ‘Storm’reached her 100th
birthday in 2010, 48 years of which werein Cade ownership.

Alison had tremendous energy and enthusiasm and somehow
alwaysmanaged to fit everything and everyone into a busy
life. Apart from family responsibilities, which at times were
onerous, she was for many years librarian of the Thomas
Peacock School at Rye, and sometime member, patron,
president or chairman of many local organisations.

Alison was a devoted and loving wife, mother, grandmother,
and friend. She leavestwo daughters and four grand-
daughters.

John Denner,Solent Area
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Second new merchandise design available now

In the last issue we launched a new design featuring two boats, a larger topsail cutter and small lugger,

chosen to emphasise the diversity of gaffers (Logo 1). By popular demand we have now added a second

design (Logo 2) to the range with an elegant stylised gaff sailplan.

When ordering make sure you specifywhich design you want and whether you would like your boat
name or any other text added. You can order online via our own website, by email or by phone. As
alwayswith mail order postage costs there is a saving to be made by ordering multiple items.

Logo 1 with two boats: On lighter coloured shirts ‘OGA’ will be embroidered in navy blue (or as you
specify)and on the white polo the larger boat in the logo will be embroidered in cream.

Logo 2 with single sail plan only: Embroidered in white on dark coloured shirts and navy blue on white

shirts (or as you specify).

Men’s, ladies’and children’s pique polo (poly cotton 65/35), ‘Fruit of the Loom’ in five colours navy,
red, sky (light blue), white and heather (grey).

Men’s, ladies’and children’s zip-through fleece (100% polyester) ‘Fruit of the Loom” in three colours
navy, red and bottle green.

Sizes available as follows:

Men'’s (3XL available in polos only, not fleeces)
Size: S M L XL XXL 3XL

Chest: 35/377  38/40” 41/43” 44/46” 47/49”  50/52”

Ladies’ (XXL available in polos only,not fleeces)

Size: S M L XL XXL

10 12 14 16 18
Chest: 32” 34” 36” 38” 40”
Children’s
Size: 34 5-6 7-8 9-11 12-13
Height (cm): 104 116 128 140 152
Chest (in) 22247 26/28” 307 327

34”
Costs

Polo Fleece . - :

Men’s £16 £58 for a link to online ordering
Ladies’ £15 £28
Children’s £12 £19

sales@blackjackdesign.com

Boat names can be added in a choice of three type-faces which will

be illustrated on the website. +44(011621 786686

(Prices include VAT, but not postage & package)

Order the OGA merchandise below (and not the new clothing)
from Ed Allen by email, phone or viathe new OGA website,
stating clearly what item(s) you require.

Payment is by cheque, payable to ‘Old Gaffers Association’, or
PayPal using the email address treasurer(@oga.org.uk

All prices include postage and packing to UK addresses.
OGAburgee (triangular)
12”7 £18.50

15”7 £20.00 to order online with PayPal
18 £23.00

24” £26.00 merchandise@oga.org.uk
30” £33.00

+44(020 76074772

OGAflag (rectanglular)
127 £22.50
15" £25.00
18 £28.00
247 £55.00
30” £70.00

OGAS0flag £8.00

Small items

OGA tie £11

OGA enamel lapel badge £6.00

OGA plaque (engravedwith boat name & number) £21.00
OGA teatowel £5.50

CLEARANCE OFFER ONCLOTHING

We have a limited range of clothing embroidered ‘Old Gaffers
Association’.Order clearance clothing below, only from Ed Allen,
stating size and style preference, at these discounted prices.

£20: navy crew-neck smock or tan lace-neck smock
£20: navy sweatshirt or navy fleece
£12: navy polo shirt
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Members’ adverts

Ferryman I, sail no. OGA1895

20’ topsail schooner, 26’ with bowsprit. Old Gatffers Dayboat eligible
for Dinghy Cruising Association, full camping inventory inc. camping
cover. Complete refurb. 1996-1999. GRP hull, nearly everything
elsespruce, teak, iroko, mahogany, bronze, aluminium and a bit of
galvanisediron, mainly the lifting centreplate. Yanmar YSES 7hp
inboard diesel. Seven sails inc. reefing squaresail on foremast. Road
trailer and free delivery, UK mainland. Lying undercover SW
Scotland. FY3is a one-off, difficult to value, no reasonable offer
refused. Seller is now a genuine old gaffer.

Hamish Wilson: 01848 331651 | 07889 666550
wilson(@blackchub.co.uk

Patience

23’ gaff cutter designed and built by Peter Atkins of Poole, 1993. 7°

8” beam. 2’ 8”- 4’ 8” draft plate up/down. Hull BSS 1088 marine

ply, multi-chined clinker laid, using modern wood epoxy saturation
technique system. Shp 4-stroke in well. Three berth. Chemical toilet.
Alcohol stove. Chart table. Echo sounder. Teak laid decks. Teak &
mahogany exterior trim. Ideal single-handed sailing. Photos from first
plank laid to launch. Ashoreat Ridge Wharf, Wareham, Dorset.

Price: £9,800 | Ted Robins: 0781 5008989 | farnold(@btinternet.com

Sea Pig: restoration project

A Deben Cherub, built 1931 by Eversonsof Woodbridge, classno. 4.
Currently out of the water at Heybridge Basinneeding an enthusiastic
person to complete her restoration. Much work has already been
completed, she’svirtually re-ribbed removing all ribs previously doubled
to restore correct shape. New cabin sides, decksrefurbished and
recovered. She comes complete with full rigging and barely used sails.
Farryman inboard diesel in need of attention included in sale. Main
work left is to rudder hangings, deadwoods and a new rudder. Also
needs re-caulking. Where she is currently stored there is the possibility
of accessto a large workshop and power and water are right alongside.
Price: £2,500 | Colin Edmond: edmond.lockkeeper(@gmail.com

Ro an Mor, 26’ GRP Falmouth workboat

Built 1978. Traditional layout with GRP hull. Well ballasted with lead
keel. Very stable, comfortable for passagemaking. New 28hp Beta
engine. Deep cabin with two good berths and galley, folding table,
small multi-fuel stove. Fore-cabin has room for double bunk with sea
toilet under. Electricsinclude GPS, marine radio and depth sounder.
Ashore at Mistley boatyard, Essex.

Price £18,500

Michael Feather: 01284 830634 | michaclfeather(@gmail.com
www.michaelfeather.co.uk
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Fancy

This wooden oak lady needs a little attention and love by her new
owner. Built 1912, she hasbeen in dry storage near Rotterdam for
three years. We'relooking for a real OGA man or woman who will love
and take care of Fancy for the future. Sale includes new gaff sails, good
running four stroke Yamaha,boat tent in two parts (overnighting) and
unbraked trailer (speciallymade for Fancy). Sellercan bring the boat to
Calais, Hook of Holland, Rotterdam or [Jmuiden at buyer’sexpense.
Price £3,500 Jurgen van der Eyk, Netherlands: +31 6 48410417
Minelvia

Hillyard 4 ton built 1937, Littlehampton. Pitch pine on oak,
Wykeham-Martin roller furling headsail, staysail,and gaffmain. All
standing rigging renewed last year. Beta 13.5 bhp diesel. Par marine
toilet in forepeak. Simrad tiller pilot. NASA solar panel battery charger.
Kelvin Hughes VHF. Winter stored ashore in own cradle (included).
The boat is in fine condition but the present owner, who isjust one
year older than Minelvia, is not weathering so welland regretfully
wishesto hand overthe helm.Price £6,000

Graham Carter: 01492 592676 | gccarter(@btinternet.com

Calypso
Beautiful 18, Bermudan 3/4 rig cutter built by Ponshardon Shipyard,

Falmouth, 1930s, reputedly designed by Warrington Smyth. 4°2” draft
she sailslike a dream. Dolphin 12 h.p. direct drive petrol engine. SSR
registered. Limited accommodation for extended cruising, two berths
(settee/comfortable pipecot) for weekend/fine weather cruising. Has
carried her owners safelyWeymouth to Eastbourne. Based Cowes,
frequent visitsto Poole Harbour. Saleincludes everything down to
cutlery and crockery asit all fits nicely, with essential bits like radio,
GPS, etc. We would like to think there are still discerning people who
would love to have a wooden boat with a piece of history. If you feel
able to offer a good home, pleasecontact us for more information.
Price: £8,500

JuliaRichards: 01983 241090 | 07867 926828

Molly Oxford

28’ GRP Heard 28. Relocation forcessale. Gaff cutter built 1987 by
Robertsons of Woodbridge. 5 berths in 2 cabins. Teak over ply decks,
iroko coachroof sides and cockpit. Self-draining cockpit. Sparsand
mast F. Collar. Cherry interior. Draws 1.5m. 8.6 tonnes including
5.5 tonnes lead ballast. PerkinsM30 engine rebuilt 2008 with Hurth
gearbox (new 2009) and Vetus controls. Taylors brass cooker and
Taylors brass paraffin heater. BlakesLavactoilet. Spacious interior with
headroom 5’ 11”. 80w Sunware solar panel. Lying Portsmouth. Full
survey December 2013. Featured in Classic Boat magazine.

Price: £46,500

steven@mollyoxford.com | www.mollyoxford.com
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Colden Nomad

A Cornish Crabber Pilot Trader, built, 1981 by Cornish Crabbers,
Rock, Comwall. Gaff ketch rig. Much loved and updated over the last
25 years by her present owners. LOD: 30ft+bowsprit, beam: 9ft 6in,
draft: 3ft 6in plate up. New main mast 2014, new mizzen2010, re-
rigged 2013. New jib furling foil 2013, new Maxwell electric windlass
2013. New sails2008, good electronics. Engine: Yanmar 30hp 2008.
Price: £37,000

Alan Aston:0792 1050400 | 0289 0426497
alan(@marinomarine.com

Storm

26’ Bawley,built 1910 by Bundock Brothers, Leigh-on-Sea.

Much loved boat of David and Alison Cade, twice owned by Maurice
Griffiths. Listed in June 2013 Classic Boat in top 250 Hall of Fame.
Sadly for sale for family reasons.

Price: £4,950

Pleasecontact 01952 812525 in the first instance for information.

SIF1894

‘Could this be your old gafferon the Med?’

Turn to p.34 for a special offer of a trial sail. and more information
about this OGA vessel ‘For Sale’based in St. Tropez.

Wanda

Wanda is a Harley Mead design gaff cutter first launched in the
1930s. She is incredibly fast, close winded and is spacious down
below. Wherever she travels she never fails to inspire and impress.
Due to illness she is reluctantly up for sale.

Mark Ryan: markryan 1981 (@gmail.com| 07886327754
www.wandal930.info

Mercury 15 hp 2 stroke outboard motor
The most powerful outboard motor you can still pick up and

carry. The same engine as the Mariner. Comes with a 25 litre tank.

Hardly used, having run for lessthan 30 hours.

Price: £800 Edwin Bracken: 07774 425047 0208 407 9702 email:

ck273@live.co.uk

Following last year’s involvement with National Historic Ships UK, the OGAis sponsoring a category in their competition.

The dosing date is 31 August 2014.
There are five categories, and an award to the overall winner.

Visit the NHS-UKwebsite for full details and featured photos:

www.hationalhistoricships.org.uk/featured_photos.php

GAFFERS LOGJUNE 2014 @
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www.oga.org.uk
wwwi.sailing-by.org.uk

log@oga.org.uk

boatregister@oga.org.uk

Nearly 200boats are already published,
out of a total of over 3,000. Logged

in members may browse the boats at
www.oga.org.uk/register-home

Onyourfirst visit ‘Request access’ to
get your OGAusemame and password.

Log in and open ‘My account’ to find
links to your own boat(s). Please take
some time to check the details.

Yourboat may be ‘unpublished’ if it
does not have a photo, once you have
provided a photo, it will be published.

Adverts are placed in goodfaith.
Neither the Gaffers Log Editor, nor
OGA,shall be held responsible for
content or accuracy.

Non-commercialadvertising in Gaffers
Logis free to OGAMembers. Other
adverts may be placed, for a fee, at the
Editor’s discretion.

Send advertising copy, photosand other
articles for consideration to the Gaffers
Log Editor by 6 August 2014:
log@oga.org.uk

Can you help us to update the online Boat Register?

Pat Dawson, reports on the online Boat Registerp.23.

But any database is only as good as the data it holds, so
we’reseeking your help. If individual members can provide
information, correct errors and omissions and help us to
update the data, the results will be more interesting for
everyone. Contact Pat or Beverleywith offers to help and do
provide feedback about the online Boat Register.

In the Annual Yearbook 2014, there’sa centre-page form for
updates. Your Membership Secretary, Alistair Randall and
Boat Register Editor have worked hard to ‘tidy up’ the data
for the Yearbook. This has resulted in some boats, which
werenot in the Boat Register, no longer being listed in the
Yearbook. If you can’tfind your boat in the Yearbook, please
send us details by email or return the printed form.

Keeping the website up-to-date

Pleasebe sure to send reports, photos and video for our
YouTube channel, race results, local news etc., that you feel
will be of interest to the wider OGA membership.

Feedback and future plans

It’s been great to receive the large virtual ‘postbag’ of
feedback and comments about the new website and Gaffers
Log. Thankyou, everyone, for taking the time to write.

We want to keep developingin print and online to suit
members’ needs, so pleasecontinue to let us know your
thoughts and what you’dlike to see in future.The next
‘new feature’ is an online entry form for the OGA photo
competition (p.22).

Beverley Daley-Yates,
Editor (Log and online)







