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Foreword

Beverley Daley-Yates,Editor (Logandonline)

It’sbeen a great pleasure to put together this
Summer issueof the Log, with what I hope includes
something for everyone. Articles range from the
whaleboat ‘Molly’at the Raid in the sunshine of
Venice Lagoon, p.34 to ‘Working Yacht I’ taking on
the Pilot Cutters in the wilder watersof the Celtic
Sea, p.6. There’s full reporting of the Solent Gaffer’s
Yarmouth Regatta on the Isle of Wight, aswell
as NIOGA’s inaugural event ‘Portaferry Sailsand
Sounds’, p.22, incorporating their successfulYouth
Project aboard ‘Vilma’,p.35.
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We report on another transatlantic passage,this time
by Solent member Paul Baker in ‘Zeb’,p.40, and
not forgetting the smaller boats, there’sa report on
the East Coast Tollesbury Rallyp.8 and news of the
Trailer Section Ullswater Rally and Bart’sBash p.47.

Contributors include severalnew members, to
whom we extend a warm welcome, as wellas one
young gaffer from the Solent, Emily Atherton, and
an East Coast Elder Gaffer, Mike Peyton. We’realso
publishing extracts fromMembers’ blogs. Sadly, we
carry an obituary for Paul and Pat Heighway, long-
standing members from the South West Areap.27.

This issue is packed with photographs and it’s
time to think about the annual OGA Photography
Competition, open online for entries now, p.19. As
you enjoy the sailing season,don’t forget that there
are Association trophies to award and Dave Percival
awaits your nominations. Seep.37 for details.

Asusual, we bring Area reports on what’s been going
on locally, as wellas reminders of events planned for
the rest of the sailing season. There are also several
newMembers’ discounts and special offers to look
out for throughout this issueand on the website.

Finally,may I extend my heartfelt thanks to
everyonewho has submitted such a wide variety of
contributions. I look forward to receivingevenmore
for the November issue!The copy deadline for the
Log is 21 October, but do send material in earlier for
reporting on the website aswell.
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FromtheQuarterdeck

Make it your businessto show them that they
are verymuch appreciated. None of us will
remain as young as we are today, so let’s turn
up, and get out there to enjoy ourselvesat
our annual AreaEvent.

Both our ‘Sailingin Company’ Events, Brest-
Douarnenez (in full swing as you read this),
and the Celtic Cruise (opposite) are reporting
good numbers of participating vessels.

We all rely on the seas to support us, the
breezesand tides to propel us, and hopefully
the weather will be kind for these Events.

I wish you all, fair winds, and safehavens.

SeanWalsh,OGAPresident
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EventNotices: August&September
It’shugely encouraging to see the increasing numbers of Area
applications for the OGA Youth SailingProject funding,
p.57. YourGeneral Management Committee, who consider
these submissions, are very happy to approve all applications
which meet the general criteria, and most indeed do so.

Gary Lyons has breathed new life into the Portaferry Regatta
with his innovative ‘Sails& Sounds’Event (p.22). Sheila
Lyons has taken responsibility for their OGA Youth Sailing
Project (p.35). She has done a terrific job in contacting a
local school and persuaded them to provide participants
who embarked on Scott Mecalfe’slovelybrig, ‘Vilma’to
experienceStrangford Lough sailing for the first time,
courtesyof NIOGA and the OGA Project.

An OGA Youth SailingProject is no small undertaking, and
I take my hat off to Sheila for the fine job she has done in
overcoming all obstacles, meeting all deadlines and most of
all, providing a terrific sailing experience for these youngsters
in their home waters. Everyoneassociatedwith organising
the Portaferry ‘Sails& Sounds’, and their Youth Sailing
Project areOGA volunteers, the very best pro bono kind
which, we have in abundance in everyOGA Area.They are
the backbone of our Association,and many of them do their
stuff enthuasiastically, year after year, to the benefit of our
wider membership.

They heartily deserveour recognition, and our sincere
thanks. While enjoying your own Areasailing Events, do
pleaseremember that it probably took 6 to 12 months to
organise, with many of your AreaCommittee and others
heavily involved.

Celtic CruiseinCompany:
8-16August, 2016
Opentoall, sowhynotcomealong?
Ajoint venture betweenNIOGA,DublinBay andNorth
Wales, weplanto leave Peel onMonday8August
after thePeel TraditionalBoatWeekend,5-7August.
We̓re lookingforward toa relaxingCruise inCompany
headingnorthtoPortpatrick andbeyond.. .
There̓sstill timetojoinus!
InterestedskippersshouldcontactJohnWedick:
ossobocco@hotmail.comorvisit usonline:
www.oldgaffers.com/celtic-cruise Ph
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ECAugustCruise:
20-29August, 2016
NewLooktoourannual BigWeek!

Asalways it’s a family friendly week of cruising
and racing in local rivers.To take account of views
expressed in a survey last year, we’vemade some
changes.Many of the waters and destinations are the
same, but the character of the event will be different.
There’smore flexibility on meals, there’s plans to
travel further with two days in the RiverDeben, the
racing will alsobe a bit different.

Visit the website for full details and programme.
Pleasesign up early to help the organisers.

www.oga.org.uk/eastcoast/events/august-cruise-2016

Clare Thomas,ECAreaCommittee

HolyheadTraditionalSail Festival
2016is our10thAnniversary: 3-4September
ContactSue Farrer fordetails andprogramme:
+44(0)752 7530309
nwasec@oga.org.uk
www.northwalesoga.org

Suffolk YachtHarbour,River Orwell,AugustClassics Cruise,2015Photo:TonyPickering

Studentsandcrew of V̒ilma̓ readytosetsail
NIOGAYouthProjectp.35 Photo:Neil Ritchie GaryLyons,NIOGAPresident Photo:Neil Ritchie
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Cocko̓ theBristol ChannelRace:
Running since1936, BCA member JohnLaband, entered
‘Working Yacht 1’ in the 80th anniversaryCock o’the Bristol
Channel Race29 - 30 April. Crew memberViv Head provides
us with this report of the 200-mile passagerace,one of the
earliest events of the 2016 season.

Since 1936, Barry YachtClub has been organising the Cock
’o the Bristol Channel passagerace. In 2016 the race began
on 30 April; it wasa long course taking the boats to the edge
of the Celtic Sea. Starting from Barry, leavingLundy Island
and the West Helwick Buoy off the Gower coast to starboard
and back to Barry. 125 miles as the seagullsflybut sailing
boats arenot gulls;with much of it into a headwind, it was
more than 200 miles. Asalways,it enticed a handful of the
remarkableBristolChannel pilot cutters into taking part.
Many OGA boats have entered over the years, a few, a very
few, have evenwon it. In this the 80th anniversaryof the
race, BCAmember John Laband entered ‘Working Yacht 1’,
the 50’ gaff ketch, aboard which he is to be found cruising
the Bristol Channel and beyond, often single-handed.

On this occasionJohn had taken on a crewof three to help
get the boat around the course. At the last minute John
Maxwellwasunable to come due to illness; a replacement
in the form of LesWillis was press-ganged from a Cardiff
pontoon. He had hesitated a little too long and then it was
too late, he wasin; but he brought the makings of a curry
and severalbottles of wine so weliked him immediately. The
start wasset for 12 noon on Saturday; skipper John Laband
tried to take ‘WY1’around to Barry on Friday afternoon but
was turned back by some ferocious weather off Lavernock
Spit. Still, the forecast was said to improve for tomorrow,
and so it did.

The big ketch left Cardiff at 0800 on Saturdaymorning
with a full crew: Les, Piero Tassinari (who owns the well-
known OGA boat ‘Moya’,currently with a home port in
Turkey) and me. We made the 7nm passageto arrive off
BarryHarbour in plenty of time for the 12 noon start, an

We careered acrosschannel on a reach to
round the West Helwick cardinal with
‘Working Yacht 1’making 10 knots over the
ground. It was raining by now, that nice,
damp, all embracing ‘Welsh’rain. Some of it
even found its way insideWY1’sferro hull,
bless it. But it was nothing a man with an
old paint pot couldn’t handle. Aswe closed
on Nash Point, the expected stronger winds
gaveway to a calm, even though the inshore
forecast was still giving F5 to F7 for the
Bristol Channel. Some of the fast cutters
spent severalhours at anchor here waiting
for the wind and at one time weand three
other vesselswere in sight of each other after
some 32 hours of racing.The three of us
late arrivalsfound a zephyr and managed to
keep moving, creeping past the brightly lit
Aberthawpower station that seemed to take
half the night to finally slide astern.

When the wind died awaycompletely, we
wereat the mercy of a tidal drift taking us
towards Barry, albeit much of it stern first!
Then the tide turned and the beginnings of
the ebb set us drifting back down channel.
No more than a mile and half from the
finishing line wedropped anchor and
lowered sailsprepared to wait for some wind
or the flood in another sixhours. The pilot
cutter ‘Dolphin’ half a mile astern of us, did
the same. Just aswewere settling into bunks,
the ship heeled a little, we had some wind at
last. Not much, but enough to send the crew
scurrying on deck to raise anchor (with some
difficulty), get some sail up and slip lazily
over the finishing line a little before 4am.

first eventofthe2016season

We sailed on, straight back to Cardiff, three hours sleep
(after next to none the night before) then to BarryYacht
Club by road for the prize-givinglunch on Monday.

The pilot cutter ‘Mascotte’wasfirst over the line but the
Cock o’ the Bristol Channel cup wasawarded, on corrected
time, to ‘Dolphin’, the pilot cutter astern of us aswedrifted
so lazilyback to Barry and who was in fact the last boat
to finish. Delighted to report that ‘Working Yacht1’ was
awarded the Tern Cup for the best non-pilot cutter finisher.

This was the 80th year of the running of this race. Both
cups werefirst awarded in 1936 and there are many famous
names engravedupon them. It was indeed a memorable
experience, in company with some fine vessels,skippers
and crews. Just to participate wasan honour and justifiably
worthy of an entry in the sailingCV.

VivHead,Bristol ChannelArea
ʻWorkingYacht1̓ is pictured,
underway,ontheback cover

hour before high tide. Sevenboats competed
including five pilot cutters; ‘Agnes’,‘Alpha’,
‘Dolphin’, ‘Mascotte’ and ‘Olga’.That left
the beautiful gaff cutter ‘JanRoelan’and
ourselvesto complete the fleet. Conditions
weregood with only light NW winds
predicted for Saturday (ha!) and increasing
SW on Sunday but still reasonable. Jostling
for position in the calm watersbefore the
start it was a spectacular parade of sail,
glistening in the sunlight.

First tack wasacross channel to the English
coast in fairly light winds. The breeze quickly
turned into half a galeat 20 plus knots and
with wind over tide conditions, short steep
3-4 metre wavesbecame the norm. It was
not long before a seriousbout of mal-de-
mare meant I apologeticallyspent most of
the night hours in a bunk but recovered
reasonablywell the next day. Then came
endlessbeating against the flood and into a
headwind, tack, tack, tack and tack again.

With 12 metre tides being routine, dealing
with them is alwaysa challenge in the Bristol
Channel. At last came the return of the ebb;
it wasan all-out push to get around Lundy
Island but we werealmost beaten by the
tide once again.We just scrapedaround the
south west corner, admiring the wonderfully
close and menacing outline of BlackRock
protruding from a turbulent sea!The skipper
murmured more to himself than anyone else,
“Why is it that all these evil slabs alwaysseem
to be known as BlackRock?” It wasnow
some 20 hours after the start.

Pilot CutterʻMascotte̓ with Steep Holmanda
heapof cloudsbehindPhoto:VivHead

Pilot Cutter A̒gnes̓ getsoff toaroaringstart
Photo:VivHeadPh
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East CoastTollesburyRally:
ECmember, Clive Robertson, sailing ‘Awol’on his birthday,
reportsfrom the third Tollesbury Rally held on a sunny weekend
at the beginning of May.

Standing in the carpark I was praying for a lesscomplicated
race course than last year as our officer of the day talked us
through the triangular course on the chalkboard. I hoped
Nick and I had a chance of remembering at least two of the
three marks between us.

A quick look skyward revealedan upwind/downwind
course so it wouldn’t beAwol’sday today. I had replaced the
rudder blade and boom to try and get someweight out of
her transom and a flatter sail to windward, but my efforts
weren’tgoing to last long.

Gathering for the start wasa swarmof smacksboats and
GP14s franticallydarting around with the odd winklebrig,
Mirror dinghy and Merlin rocket. To the innocent bystander
wemust have looked a mess. It wasmy birthday and I was
suitably embarrassedwith a sparkly banner at the masthead.
We also carried plenty of ‘liquid ballast’.

The fleetwould start to windward against a strong flood tide
with a favourable port tack. At 10 minutes to go we lined
up the possibilityof a starboard start but with the flood
tide and a skewed line it wasn’tpossible for ‘Awol’to lay the
line on starboard. At the 5 minute gun we put ‘Awol’in the
perfect starting position and with 90 seconds to go decided
to begin our final approach with what appeared to be a
perfect distance from the line in a steady12 knots of wind.
Suddenly, a Mirror luffed me up and half stalled underneath
me. Stuck in irons I wasunable to tack awayor bear down
until the semi-stalledMirror dropped the hammer and bore
away.This infuriated me, how did I not seehim coming?
Starting 90 seconds late I soon realised wewere sailing in
‘perfect’conditions though, 12-15 knots of wind and a good
20 degreesof sunshine.

Ahead I could seeRory having made his first cross in ‘Neva’
start to come back over on starboard. Pete and Clare in
‘Happy Days’werealso on the starboard tack sailing to the

start getting out of the creek. 30 minutes later I wasstanding
on the foredeck sounding by eye, while Nick helmed us
across a very shallowmarshland. We ran aground a few times
and scraped our waythrough.

It soon became apparent we had missed the third mark
becausewewerehaving too much fun. I put us about to go
back around. ‘Frolic’and ‘PapaStour’ both passed us again,
I should’veknown we couldn’t be trusted to remember
three wholemarks on our own. We beat through the start
line and up to our windward mark once again.This time
‘Frolic’wasahead and ‘PapaStour’ had left us behind after
adjusting their rig in the creek. Aswe rounded for the jibe
behind Judy I employed some dirty tactics that don’t really
help anyone and carefully covered ‘Frolic’on the run. Slowly
wedrew nearer, quicker and quicker. Judy tried to shake us
awaywith some sharp manoeuvres but for a time I managed
to stay upwind of every one until Karma came along and
servedme a dish. My lightweight plywood rudder blade gave
up and bent sideways.

Fighting with the helm, I just managed to keep ‘Awol’on
the run. Luckily Pete ‘theKnife’had lent us a pair of oars.
I brought the galvanisedblade for ballast up in the bows. A
running pit stop ensued and Nick swappedme an oar for a
rudder. I just about steered ‘Awol’with an oar in the notch,
while Nick changed the blades in record time and swapped
back overmoments before the downwind mark. The chase
wason once again, but ‘Awol’wasdragging her heels to
windward and we couldn’tclose the gap in time. Not a big
points scoring day for ‘Awol’,but a lot of messing about in
boats and really that’s why we’reall out there isn’t it?

PS I highly recommend the liquid ballast calledIPAGold, it
disappears quickly when required, essential for racing.

Clive Robertson,East CoastArea

Visit theECOGAwebsite formorephotosandreports:
www.oga.org.uk/eastcoast/galleries/tollesbury-rally

shallowsand far north of the river. Pete and
Sarah wereon a similar course in ‘Papa Stour’
with Judy’s‘Frolic’between us and them.

Our poor start meant wehad some work
to do but ‘Awol’was sailing fast. We went
far into the shallowson the starboard tack,
almost driving her up the beach before
putting her over to try and lay our first
mark. The mark was quite far to leeward
but a strong flood placed us underneath it,
we would have to sail this leg well to lay the
mark. Lift after lift we clawed our wayup
and after half a mile of careful helming we
slipped over the top and jibed around the
mark ahead of Judy. As is customary on the
windward mark, beers from the ballast were
opened for the run, to be finishedby the
downwind turning point.

We managed to close the gap on Pete and
Sarah running downwind with an inch of
rudder blade for steerageand no plate at all.
The fleet wasbunched in the creekwhere
our downwind second mark was and we
celebrated for a moment. Rounding the
downwind mark though we realisedthe tidal
flowwasphenomenal. We hadn’t caught
anyone up. While the GPs wererounding
the mark and sailingout in two tacks, a
collection of smacks boats beat their way
back up the mark they had just attempted
to round. It took us three tacks to get back
around the mark and a further 5 or 6 just to

Sailing photosbyEast CoastmemberTonyPickering
MarinephotographeratTidewayImages:www.tidewayimages.com

S̒wallowʼ

Rory andyoungson,HenryPhoto:Sue Lewis

7-8May, 2016
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The first event of the Classicsseason in the south
westwasattended by 34 boats, ranging in sizefrom
the spectacular replica privateer ‘Greyhound’ to the
diminutive ‘BoardingBoat 237’. Boats began to
arrive in Brixham from as early as the Tuesday and
were glad to be there as later arrivals, particularly
those arriving on Friday and Saturday, were plagued
by seafog and dreary weather conditions for their
passage.However, Brixham wasbathed in sunshine
and after a sumptuous fish supper at the yacht club,
accompanied by sea shanties, all the crewswere in
fine fettle and looking forward to the Sunday events.

The Regatta has become an integral part of the
Brixfestweekend which attracts many visitors who
were treated on Sunday morning to a spectacular
sail-byof over 30 boats bathed in sparkling
sunshine, accompanied by the excitement of Dragon
Boat racing nearer to the shore. The racing on
Sunday afternoon had an unusual wind direction
from the North-East which enabled the organising
team to set a course running close to the shore of
both Paignton and Brixham.The many spectators
crowded onto the Breakwaterand Battery point,
near the race box, had a really close-up viewof the
wonderful historic sailing trawlers, working boats
and classicyachts as they passed within hailing
distance.

The largest vesselstaking part will be familiar to
many of you – the Brixham sailing trawlers ‘Pilgrim’,
‘Vigilance’and ‘Provident’, looking splendid in her
refurbishment. The smaller vesselswerea mixture
of old working boats, refurbished gaff riggersand
historic yachts (see list of boats below). A staggered
start from 1 p.m. for the individual trawlers and
large working vesselswas followed by individual
classes,giving a spread over an hour’s activity at the
start line. Thanks must go to the racebox team and
their calm and clear approach, particularly when
it came to contacting boats without radios and
diversions made necessaryby the arrival of the air
ambulance to the outer harbour.

BrixhamHarbour, to whom thanks, provided
excellent facilities for all boats, including free
mooring, enabling everyoneto tie up or raft all
together and have a floatingHeritage party. This was
enhanced by the spectacular fireworkdisplay and the
Sunday prize-giving.Earlier in the day the judging
for the Concourse d’Elegancehad taken place – an
unenviable task both with the variety of vesselsand
the beautiful turnout of many. ‘Erin’won the day,
with dear little ‘Edna’coming second – well done!

The historic George V cup waswon by ‘Pilgrim’
and further results are givenopposite – well done to
all OGA members. We look forward to meeting up
with you again during the season.We were pleased
to welcomeas our guest Dan Houston, editor of
Classic Sailor, who sailed out on ‘Vigilance’, so
watch this space!Find the OGA discounts for
‘ClassicSailor’subscriptions on p.17.

Thanks all those who helped organise the Heritage
Regatta and those who worked hard beforehand and
during the event, including our hosts BrixhamYacht
Club, TorbayHarbour Authority and the Heritage
committee, who look forward to welcomingyou on
September 10 to the Brixham Heritage Rally.

PennyJolley ofʻMinx̓

Boats attending

Alegria,Anstruther Lifeboat, Amnesia, Boarding
Boat 237, Charlie Bravo,Copernicus, Cornubia,
Dido of London, Edna, Escape, Erin, Golden
Vanity, Grayhound, Hocus Pocus, Iris, IvoryGull,
Little Tern, Mary Flora, Mat Ali,Mayblossom,
Melody, Minx, Mischief,Misty Morn, Nikia,
Pilgrim, Provident, Stardust, Starfish, Syrinx,
Tamarind, Timbobbin, Trasnagh,Vigilance.

BrixhamHeritageRegatta:

BrixhamHeritageSailing Rally: 10September2016

Join us later this seasonfora late SummerClassic Boat
eventin SouthDevon.ARally ofHeritageandClassic
boats,nothinglike thescale ofourMayRegatta, buta
relaxedgettogether fora sail in company,meetsome
oldfriends, achat aboutboats,afew drinks,plus
sailing suppersat BrixhamYC.

www.brixhamheritagesailing.org.uk

Results
Class1Largeworkingvessels
1stGrayhound
2ndPilgrim
3rdVigilance
Class 2Workingboats
1st Iris
2ndGoldenVanity
3rdSeafish
Class 3Small workingboats
1stAmnesia
2ndMayblossom
3rdBoardingBoat 237
Class 4Gaffriggedyachts
1stTrasnaugh
2ndMinx
3rdDidoof London
Class5Classic yachts
1stMatAli
2ndLittle Tern
3rdTamarind
Class6Classic racingyachts
1stStardust
2ndHocusPocus
3rdCopernicus

V̒igilance̓ Photo:TimCorbett

P̒ilgrimʼ Photo:TimCorbett

28-29May, 2016



GAFFERSLOGJULY2016

13

GAFFERSLOGJULY2016

12

YarmouthGaffers, 2-5June 2016
Thestormbeforethecalm
Despite challenging weather before the event,
Yarmouth sawthe return of over 90 gaff rigged
yachts to the Yarmouth Gaffers Regatta, organised
by the Solent Old Gaffers Association.

Some boats, including 16’ ‘Margherita’with a
fivehour beat across Poole Bay,had a lively time
of getting to Yarmouth. ‘Provident’, the mighty
BrixhamTrawler had a great sail fromWeymouth.
‘Gwenili’, from the East Coast, delayed byweather,
arrived at 0500 on Saturday morning yet still turned
out to race at 1000.

Members enjoyedmusic, dancing and barbecues.
Fun on the water in the harbour included racing
model ‘log’boats, constructed by participants, as
well as dinghy jousting! Some walked across the
Island to Freshwater Bay.The event raised over £500
for local charity, the Ellen McArthur Cancer Trust.

With racing planned for everyday, skippers
had plenty of opportunity to show their skills.
Unfortunately, the wind was lessobliging with boats
struggling to complete the courses in light airs.

This wasa low key event. In the absence this year of
the town side of the festival, the weekend proved an
excellentopportunity to catch up with old friends,
meet new members and share gaffer tips and tales
around the pontoons.

TheGaffersWalk

A further innovation for 2016 was the Gafferswalk.

Agreat alternative to Gaffel racing at Yarmouth is to
walk to Freshwater Bay,only about an hour’s gentle
flat stroll along the River Yar, taking in all the very
pretty flora and local birds. There is a convenient
watering hole at the other end to drink coffee
looking over the bay.

Refreshed, you retrace your steps as far as Freshwater
villageand find other gaffersalready lunching at
The Red Lion. Then it’stime to take the path back
to Yarmouth, the other side of the River Yar.That’s
what I and eight other gaffersdid on the Friday
morning of Yarmouth Gaffers Regatta. Quite a good
decision given the lack of wind!

Jessica Warren,SolentArea

Morereportsandphotogallery ontheSolent website:
www.oga.org.uk/solent

Ayounggaffer reports onYarmouth
Young gafferEmily, reports on her passageto
Yarmouth in ‘FriendlySpirit’ to enjoy gaffel
and logboat racing, jousting and evening
entertainment over the Solent Gaffersweekend.

We left for Yarmouth earlyThursday
morning and sailed over in 1 hour 25 from
Baldhead buoy to The George Hotel buoy.
The sail was lovelyfor it wasa northern-
easterly breeze and a nice flat calm sea. After
we arrived at the harbour it was lunchtime
and the pasty shop looked very inviting so we
headed there. Thursday evening, twelveof us
went to the BlueCrab (after a sunny drink
with sailors singing at the yacht club) which
wasvery delicious and cosy for the weather
outside was bitterly cold and windy!

Unfortunately, Friday (the day of the Gaffel
race) wasnot so windy but was still cold.
The briefing took place at 10:00 and we
headed out for the race soon afterwards to
get to the start line. ‘FriendlySpirit’motored
all the way there with her sails up but as
soon as the engine was turned off, progress
was very slow!The race ended up as a float
in which we started to go backwardquite
quickly towardsHurst Point ending in us
retiring. The evening’sentertainment was
very fun though for back again in the yacht
club was the Dance Preachers’performance.
It got everyonedancing and me and my Dad
shaking somemean tunes on the maracas.

Sadly, Saturday’srace turned out to be as
disappointing as the Gaffel race for once
again there wasno wind. This time, instead
of going backwards,we anchored and once
again had a verynice float and had to retire.

Luckily there was enough wind to race the
home made log boats. MyDad and I had
been working hard since Friday on ‘Daughter
of Spirit’ and she wasfit to go.We decided
to not over canvasaswe had done last time
but we didn’t have enough canvas up this
time. Maybe one day wewill get it right!
Our log raced twice and both times the

chilli heat waveDorito head sailswould not get her going.
The tender racing wasa lot of fun though jousting curtain
rings is harder than it looks!I don’t think the fact that the
tender wewere in had a leak helped either. In the evening
wewent down to the Wheatsheaf with some friends. ‘The
Accelerators’were performing there which wasgreat.

EmilyAtherton,Solent familymember

I̒vy Green̓ and P̒rovident̓ preparetorace Photo:RichardJacobs

T̒halia̓ gaffel racingPhoto:RichardJacobs

ʻMargherita̓ beatingintoaforce5
Photo:Pierre Elena

S̒tep Back inTime̓ & S̒pinaway X̓ Photo:EmilyAtherton
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Solent GafferLogs

Bypopular demand, the Solent Gaffer logs, first
cousins of Dutch Sailing Clogs, wereback this year.

Youhave to be keen to want to make something so
primitive as eighteen inches of half cut farmers fence
into a sailingwonder. However, the challenge sets
creative spirits alight as whole crewsset to the task,
testing different rigs, choosing the best shopping bag
for sail graphics and decorating hulls with all kinds
of wonders.

The SailingLog race was the only one at the 2016
regatta with wind to complete the course. A large sail
area and extra ballast at the base of the keel meant
that ‘Thalia II’, ‘skippered’by Jonty Sherwood,
established an invincible speed.

The Concours d’Elegancewaswon by new family
members, the Hornes, with their uniquely and
ornately decorated Log ‘GroggyMcGrogface’.

To those who fret about getting young people
involvedin the OGA, look no further than a good
log race!

BenCollins, Solent AreaCommittee

Agreatintroductiontogaffsailing

Asa new owner of a Memory 19 (‘Dolce Vita’
previously known as ‘Tegan’)with a massive 20
seahours under my belt, Yarmouth wasa great
introduction to the world of gaff rig sailing. Arriving
on Friday from Bembridge I felt I had struck gold
by being berthed between two other Memory
19s, ‘Irene V’ and ‘Daisy’.Terry from ‘Irene’was
incredibly generous with his adviceon how to set
the boat up. My crewand I sat out the racing/
drifting on Saturdaymorning but profited from a
freshening breeze in the afternoon to explore from
Newtown down to Hurst Castle and buck its 4 knot
tidal race.

After dinner on Saturday eveningTerry transported
us back a couple of hundred yearswith a
magnificent rendition of seashanties on the balcony
at the Royal Solent Yacht Club.

Successfullydodging the press gangs that night,
we headed off earlyon Sunday to get the benefit of
the tide taking us back east with many other new
found friends.

The trip back to Bembridge wasgoing brilliantly
up to the point that the wind and our engine died
off Ryde Pier forcing us to make an unplanned
overnight stop at Wootton Creek. Facingthe
prospect of a tricky beat back out through shallow
waters and around Wightlink ferries the next
morning, I was very grateful for the offer of a
tow from fellowgafferMichael Bennett on ‘Alice
Elizabeth J’.

The next three hours back to Bembridge werequite
the best wayto bunk off Monday morning meetings
and leaveme hungry for more. My thanks to the
organisers and other gaffersfor making it such a
memorable weekend.

John Leach,SolentArea

Newmembersenjoy theweekend YarmouthGaffers
CornishCrabber22 K̒atie Morag̓

On arrival in Yarmouth it immediately
became clear that the regatta was well
organised with the mooring teams ready
to escort ‘KatieMorag’ to her allocated
berth rafted outboard of three other OGA
members. Rafting out wasa bonus for me
as verysoon after arrival I was able to meet
fellowOGA members for the first time and
luckilywithout the embarrassment of a ‘hard
landing’ or, worse, announcing my arrival.

I soon realised, however, that I was ill
prepared for the Concours d’Elegance,as I
wasonly displaying my ‘Crabbers’pennant
and ‘KatieMorag’looked rather tired. Once
I had collected my regatta pack, including
the ‘2016 Yarmouth Regatta’pennant, I have
only about another 20 annual regattas to
attend in order to reach the levelof dress, let
alone overall ‘Elegance’many other boats had
long since achieved.

What struck me most on my first regatta
was the TLC evidently lavishedon the
majority of the boats which was a good
example to follow not only for me as a
new OGAmember but also all the other
boat owners who were lucky enough to see
in their midst such a colourful and well
maintained collection of gracefulcraft. The
high standards that are evidentlythe norm
within the fleet show that this aspect of good
seamanship is aliveand well and thriving
in the OGA. I look forward to a long and
enjoyable associationwith the OGA.

FrankDavies,Solent Area

Aboatfull oflogboatsPhoto:Ben Collins

Gaffers inYarmouthPhoto:Steve Mitchell

YarmouthGaffers 2016Photo:John Cadd,Marine PhotographyatShipS-ShapeS.com

Logracewinners, theHornesPhoto:BenCollins
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Yarmouthfeedback. . .
Feedback summary
Usingatable inthe harbouroffice loungeto
distributethewelcomepacksworksvery well

TheThursdayeveningBBQwas very well
supportedbyRSYC

Dinnerat theyacht clubwas super

Theopportunitytobeentertained bytheDance
Preacherswasa pleasure

Goodmixofactivities, pity abouttheracing but
we cannotcontrol thewindandtide

….. missedtheplant&craft tentswhichwould
havebeennice tokeep

Emailmessages

Just a quick note to thank you and all the others
involved in the Yarmouth extravaganza.My brother
and I had a brilliant time and will be back. Julian,
new member

For us, the best of the fun of previous Yarmouth
eventswasretained and the more intimate
atmosphere increasedthe opportunities to catch
up with others and meet new people. Victor and
AnnMarie

Yarmouth SailingClub is such a jolly club,
welcoming and with that viewof the Yarwhich is
such a surprise. Mike

Despite it being made to look easy,I know the
pressuresorganising such a smoothly run event
demands. Ben

And finally, from the Skipper of ‘Superyacht Miss
Ningi’ and his lowly crew:

Severalpeople have asked which of the now two
different events we preferred and our answer is they
are different but both brilliant. No need to compare.
Have a good summer on the high seas.

G̒wenili̓ inYarmouthHabourPhoto:Miles Atherton

Don’tmiss an issue,get it delivered to your door
and save a full 25%off shopprices!
ONLY £35.55 for 12 issues

Ahoy there!
ClassicSailor Magazine,themonthly journal for traditional boating
enthusiastsismakingwaves. Featuring traditional seamanship,yachts,
workboats,motorboatsand rowing in the UK and overseas,ClassicSailor
alsoenablesboatowners togetthe mostoutof their pride and joy with
practical articles on sail handling, repairs andnavigation.

MAGAZINE

SPECIAL SUBSCRIPTION OFFER TO OGA MEMBERS

MAY 2016 £3.95

WWW.CLASSICSAILOR.COM

Rival at40
restored to go
anywhere

9 772059 042003

0 5

TALL SHIP TEENS ARE OLD WOODEN BOATS WORTH SAVING? THE SWEDISH FID

COURSE TO STEER SAILING A LUGGER MADE EASY ANCHORING SOLUTIONS

FEBRUARY 2016 £3.95

HIGH SEAS HOLIDAYS

WWW.CLASSICSAILOR.COM

Gettingstuck in!
THE CASE FOR LONG KEELS S&S GRP CLASSICS JAMES DODDS – ARTIST

HOW TO RUN A SMACK QUEEN’S BARGE BUILDER VOYAGE OF THE SNARK

JULY 2016 £3.95

WWW.CLASSICSAILOR.COM

Towandgo

Trailer sailersAn all you need to know guide
The world comes to Brest2000 boats gather in maritime celebration

FROM WWW.CLASSICSAILOR.COM OR PHONE: +44 (0)1273 420730
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OGAPhotograpycompetition, 2016JAMES LAWRENCE
SAILMAKERS

Vastgaffand lugrig experience
Enthusiastic adviceandservice

Sailmaking •Designwork•Rigging
Covermaking•Repairs& servicing

22-28TowerStreet
Brightlingsea
Essex CO7OAL
England

Tel: 01206302863Fax: 01206305858

email: lawrencesails@btconnect.com
R̒ainbow̓ 1897

Stand upandbecounted!
Entry numbers have improved in recent
years, but wewould still like more . . . A
quick look at the 2015 OGA Yearbookshows
1179 members. How many of you have
entered the photo competition?

Pleasesubmit in your entries. They are all
appreciated and considered. Who knows, you
may win one of the prizes.

Entries are judged, in part, on the quality
of the short, engaging title and informative
caption. Consider the choice of caption and
title for these examples:

OGAPhotocompetition 2016categories
Sailing Gaffers
Photographsofgaffers inany situation: atwork,rest orplay.

Life at Sea
Photographsfocussing onthehumanstory,situation oratmosphere.

YoungPhotographer (under-25)
TheYoungPhotographerclass hasanupperage limiot of25years and
includes all pariticipants inOGAorganisedyouthevents.

Rulesandsubmission
Photosmusthavebeentakenbetween1January
and31December 2016.

Theymustnothave beenentered forany other
photographiccompetition.

All entries mustbesubmittedvia theOGAwebsite,
available from30June totheclosingdate 31
December, 2016.

Entries limitedtotwophotosineachcategory for
every entrant.

Prizes will befromaselection ofsuperbnautical
books,announcedandpresented at theAGM,
January 2017.

Rules andGuidancenotesfor submissionare
available todownloadfromthewebsite.

www.oga.org.uk/trophies/photo-competition-2016

Sailing Gaffers

Title: Racing G̒rayhound̓
Caption: G̒rayhound̓ at theBrixhamHeritage Regatta, 2016

Title: T̒ofloat, ornottofloat̒
Caption:Mischief̓s launchday at Frogmore

Life at Sea

Title: ʻDuskPatrol̓
Caption:Oystercatchers,LochScavaig, Skye

Title: T̒innyTime̓
Caption:Celebratingarrival atBay ofIslands, NZ
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ECRace, RTIRandFrance: July 2016TheSnipe Trophy,anewprize
EastCoastRace: 30July 2016
Entries arebeingaccepteduntil22July
www.oga.org.uk/eastcoast/events/east-coast-race-2016
Thisyear therearenewclasses andsubclasses with
prizesfor thetopthreeboatsineachclass/subclass,
aswell as someofthetraditional ECRace prizes
Handicappingwill betheOGAT(H)CFsystemwith
amendmentsperECOGAHandicapping Committee.
Eachclass will besplitbetweenhigh(fast) andlow
(slow) handicapboatsdependentonentries.
TheCommodore̓sPennantfor theoverall winnerwill
beawardedtofastest boat,basedoncorrectedspeed,
socan bewonbyanyoftheGaff riggedboats.
Prize givingwill beSaturday at theColneYachtClub,
whereyoucanbookdinnerat timeofentry torace. Ph
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Elder Gaffer, Mike Peyton, reflectson the tragic story
behind the new ‘SnipeTrophy’to be awarded asfirst
prize in Class2a at the EC Race,2016. The 18’ gaff
cutter ‘Snipe’,was lost off the Kentish coastin 1963.

It is ironic that the three men whowent downwith
‘Snipe’survived the war. John Barstowwas in the
navy as a midshipman on a carrier, Tom Bolton was
a sapper in the RoyalEngineers in Europe and Jack
Worsleywasan Infantry sergeant in Burma. John
and Jackhad crewed for me in the first Old Gaffers
race and Tom wasmy neighbour. I had towed the old
smack ‘Maria’that he had resurrected from Tollesbury
to our home creekon the Crouch. He had paid £2
for her and made a profit from sellingthe eelsthat he
found in the bilges.

John bought ‘Snipe’,a small 18’double-ended gaff
cutter from Gordon Hamilton in 1963. Shewas
recorded ashaving been launched on the day of
Queen Victoria’sJubilee, which was in 1887, so was
wellover 60 yearsold. She had once belonged to the
well-known yachting journalist Francis BCooke who
founded the FambridgeYachtClub on the River
Crouch and John wastaking her back to keep her
there. So, full circle, one could say.

She waslying in Ramsgate and John and Jackwere
fitting her out in the harbour. I sailedover from the
Crouch to accompany them on their voyagehome
across the Thames estuary. My crew consisted of Kath
my wife, two brothers calledYoungand Tom Bolton.
The three men all wanted to sail back on ‘Snipe’and
drew cards to decide who would be the lucky one.
Tom Bolton drew the fatal card.

In Ramsgate welay on the same pontoon as ‘Snipe’,
while they werestepping the mast. They had no bottle
screwsand they had bought a hank of natural fibre
rope (before synthetic rope wasthe norm) with which
they proposed to step the mast. The rope wasfed to
the eyeat the end of the shroud and taken through
the eyeon the chainplate half a dozen times or more,
then tied off. This was repeated on all four shrouds.

‘Snipe’had no engine and my boat ‘SugarCreek’, a 30’
gaffcutter, had a 7hp petrol/paraffin Sleipnerengine.
With this I towed ‘Snipe’out of the harbour at around
about midnight when the tide served.The plan wasto
take the flood tide up the Kentish shore toWhitstable,
then the ebb tide acrossthe estuary to the Essexshore.

In the enginelessboats of the day, this wasnormal
procedure for the passage

I anchored offWhitstable and weturned in, but come
daylight there wasno sign of ‘Snipe’at our rendezvous.
We could seemost of the empty Kentish shore with
no sign of ‘Snipe’and I started worrying. I went ashore
and told theWhitstable harbour master of myfears
and he passedthem on to the coastguard.They called
up the plane fromManston to make a searchbut there
were no results, sowe realised ‘Snipe’wasmissing.

I had to go to work in London so left ‘SugarCreek’
inWhitstable and Kath went home with the task of
tellingTom’swifehe had gonemissing. She told me
later that shewent into Tom’skitchen and without
turning round from the sink his wifesaid, “Oh Tom,
thank goodness, you’rehome. Your dog started howling
in the middle of the night and has never stopped since.
She’sdriving memad.” This is inexplicable: the dog
knowing that its master wasdrowning some 50 miles
away,but that is the truth. It later had to be put down.

Later in the dayweheard that Jack’sbody had been
found, and Snipe’shull, broken into two complete
halves.This made me realiseit must havehappened
quickly. One minute a sea-goingvesseland the next
minute two halvesof the same.My theory is that
the physical lawthat natural fibre ropes shrink when
they get wetcausedthe mast to be forced through the
bottom of the old boat. Neither John’snor Tom’sbodies
wasever found.

We attended the inquest a fewweekslater where it
wasassumed that ‘Snipe’had hit the Margate Sands
and broken up. It wasremarkedupon that they had
no flaresor safetyequipment, but weknew that John
would supplyall that during the fitting out.

This wasa sad and tragic end for three great shipmates
and a fine little boat.

MikePeyton, Elder Gaffer,East CoastArea

Brest andDouarnenez,2016
Asyou̓re readingthis, ourjoint fleet ofOGAGaffers
fromtheUK,HollandandFrancewill already have
departedtojointhis festival extravaganza,startingon
13July inFrance,p.33.
KeepaneyeontheOGAwebsite, Sailing byand
Members̓ blogsforupdatesfromparticipating boats
andsome̒historical tales ofsail̓.
www.org.uk/news|www.sailing-by.org.uk
www.oga.org.uk/about/members-blogs

RoundtheIslandRace: 2July 2016
OGAmembersregularly takepart in this classic
event, whenover a thousandboatsrace round
theIsle ofWight.

Atthetimeofwriting there̓s 20entries in the
Gafferclasses.

Checkoutthe Solent OGAwebsite forup-to-date
reports fromthis year̓s event, andlookat some
archive videofootageonSailing By:
www.sailing-by.org.uk
www.oga.org.uk/solent
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Portaferry Sails andSounds 17-19June, 2016
Wehaveparticipated inanotherchapterinPortaferry̓s
illustriousmaritimehistorythisweekend.AsPresident
oftheOGA,I speak onbehalf ofourmembershere,
inpayingtribute toGaryandSheila Lyons,their
organisingteam,plusthePortaferry Sailing Club,who
togetherhaveorganisedthissuperblytitled P̒ortaferry
Sails andSoundsFestival̓ , re-capturingthemusical
andmaritimeessence ofthefamousPortaferry Galway
Hookerregattas ofyesteryear. It̓s beentrulywonderful
tobeheretowitness andtoparticipate inthis
outstandingNIOGAevent, thankyou!
Extract fromclosing speechbySeanWalsh,OGAPresident

Gary Lyons,NIOGA President, getsthis report and photosto
yourEditor just beforewego to press!Congratulation, Gary,
and all the team, on the inaugural ‘PortaferrySails and Sounds’
event and for writing it all up and sending photossopromptly!

In September 2015 ‘PortaferrySailsand Sounds’ did not
exist. It wasmerely an idea in my mind; a traditional sailing
event in Portaferry Narrows reminiscent of the ‘Galway
Hooker Regatta’which ran famously for 20 years, but sadly
faded awayin the early 2000s. I wanted the cream of the
Irish Seafleet to attend, I wanted the annual NIOGA race
to be encompassed,I wanted to get the NIOGA back on
the map by returning us to the glory daysof ‘Carrick Classic
Regatta’and ‘BangorTraditional Sail’and with overtones of
the ever popular ‘ArdglassatAnchor’, our uber-relaxed end
of season chill out sadly no longer in existence (for now).

How do you achievethis? In truth, I didn’t know!I used
the ‘Lyonsgenes’supplied to me by ex-NIOGA President
and elder Gaffer Peter Lyons, I got my elbowsout and set

about assembling a team of skilled experts
from within the ranks of the NIOGA. When
I needed to, I set about coercing a team
of skilledexperts into the NIOGA, then I
‘persuadedthem into my team’using the
same genes and elbowsaforementioned!

Shoot forward10 months and I am standing
in front of Portaferry SailingClub, early
morning on Saturdaywith their Commodore
and sailing guru, Mr John McAleabeing
interviewed for BBC Radio Ulster. There is
an impressive fleet of almost 30 classic yachts
and motor boats using every availableberth
in both Portaferryand StrangfordHarbour
across the narrows. The sun is blazing, the
hundred or so crewmembers are inside
eating breakfastin anticipation of the regatta
ahead, and I’mslightly nervouslywondering,
“How did all this happen?”

TheTeam
In no particular order, from the NIOGA:
Adrian Spence,Jonathan Mitchell, Conor
Haslett, SheilaLyons, John Ferguson, and
from Portaferry SC: John McAlea,Lennie
Lawson and star fixer and main woman
Moira Ritchie made up the committee which
glued this event’sconstituent parts together.
I thank them all for their time, their efforts
and their commitment to making the first
ever ‘Portaferry Sailsand Sounds’a rip-
roaring, full blast, better then I’deverhoped,
skull-bashing success!

OurSponsors
I need to mention our Sponsors, aswithout
them it would have been a lot less of an
event!Many thanks to our main sponsor
Ardsand North Down Borough Council. I
also need to mention Portaferry Regeneration
Partnership for all their help.

Thanks also to www.airphoneuk.com for their
generosity. Lastly,but by no means least Ferguson &
Company Solicitors.

Additionally I also would like to thank the OGA for
their assistancein getting this project off the ground
back at the beginning.

Sowhat happened?
The sun shone, the wind was light, the scenery
was stunning. Racing was in fairness an exercise
in cheating with engines, water fights, boarding
parties, theft, aimlessdrifting and radio banter. But
whilst the sailing wasnot very successfulin 1 knot
of breeze, the show wasalmost perfect. Crowds
ashore got to watch the fleet pass by in 3-4 knots of
tide, fully rigged from the whirlpool of the ‘Routen
Wheel’ far up into the Lough and vaguelytowards
the racing marks within and back again! I’mglad
to report both Adrian and I can indeed read a tide
table.

We held music events all over the town enjoyed
by the visiting crewsand crowds, wehad stalls and
kids’ projects all over the town, we had lifeboat
displays, skiff rowing races, the first everNIOGA
Youth Project (p.36). The crowning gloryon the
music sidewasa fantastic concert by the famous
‘McPeakeBand’ and Brian Kennedy, which was
a suitably glorious end to a Saturday of ‘Sailsand
Sounds’!Sunday’sweather put paid to most of
the programme, but wehad a truly fascinating
illustrated talk on the sinking of the ‘Lusitania’by
Cormac Lowth fromDublin which went down
extremelywell, and our thanks extend to him for the
time and effort he put in on our behalf.

Prizegiving andThankyous

The traditional NIOGA prizegivingceremonywas
held in a packed out Portaferry SC immediately

before a superb display of Irish dancing byThe
McKenna School of Irish Dance. It wasMC’d
by our infamous Mr Adrian Spencewho with a
fair hand and in equal measure abused our sailing
friends, me, the mayor of Ardsand North Down, all
the guests, the Commodore of PSC, the members
of PSC, some people who happened to wander in
by accident, and I’m fairly sure at one stage the
entire EU! Between diatribes he paused briefly to
abuse the winners and give them stunning prizes
made by and donated by NIOGA’s Dr Carol Laird.
Congratulations to to the luckywinners of the
event’sbroad and inclusive categories.

1stGaffRig: S̒wn YMor̓
Warren&Jill Scott (ScotlandOGA)

2ndGaffRig: G̒oldenNomad̓
Alan&Irene Aston(NIOGA)

1stClassic Boat: A̒inmara̓ (cover photo)
Dickie Gomes(Gnomes) (NIOGA)

2ndClassic Boat:ʻDreamTwister̓
Richard Tomalin(NIOGA)

FurthestTraveledBoat:ʻMoya̓
DougSmith (NWales OGA)

White HeatherTrophy(presented toanyboatwhich has
left Peel IOMtogettoPortaferry in2016forthefirst
timeinmanyyears): ʻWhite Heather̓ MikeClark (NIOGA)

TheVilmaYouthTrophy: V̒ilma̓
Scott &RuthMetcalfe (NWalesOGA)
See p.35forfull YouthProject report.

ʻWhiteHeather̓ and S̒cotch Lass̓ atPortaferry Sails andSounds,2016Photo:NeilRitchie/Sheila Lyons
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PortaferrySails andSounds(cont.)
‘Richard of the Weekend’was also presented to
Mike Clark, ‘White Heather’ for skills in adding air
conditioning to his beautiful yacht’scoachroof using
only an Ardglasstrawler and his own bowsprit. Not
something for the averagemuppet to attempt.

Dr Carol Laird waspresented with a small token for
her contribution of time and artistic skillsfor the
benefit of ‘PortaferrySailsand Sounds’.Our thanks
extend to her for all the help, words are not enough,
so we used Buckfast.

I personally thanked My oul’Da’Elder Gaffer Peter
Lyons, for his help, his adviceand for donating
hours worth of prizesturned by him as presentation
gifts for all of our dancers and rowers over the entire
weekend.

Huge thanks must alsogo to our partners in crime
and co-hosts Portaferry SC, famous for their
welcome, their skillsand their ability to make
any event they host something special for all who
attend, thanks to John and his team of volunteers
who ran ragged for four days to make it all happen.
I would especiallycommend the ferry driverswho
transferred our crews to and fro from Strangford
to Portaferry earlymorning to the weesmall hours
with ease, alwayssmiling and we are indebted to
them all.

If I (on behalf of all involved) may also take the
opportunity to givean honourable mention
to NIOGA’s Jonathan Mitchell, new member,
IT wizard, all round good bloke and definitely
deservingof praise for the effort he put in until
all hours each day co-ordinating the volunteers
throughout the town and on the water.Thanks
Jonny, fantastic job. Visit our new websites:

www.portaferrysailsandsounds.co.uk
www.oldgaffers.com

Participating boatsandcrews
Vilma, Dream Twister, Ocean Dove, Swn y Mor,
El Paradiso,Trevora,Connemara Dawn, Mitigator,
Marie Louise, Jaynor,Waif, Annie O, EagleWing,
LadyBeag,Scotch Lass,White Heather, Ainmara,
Jorodetta, Swift,Verve,Golden Nomad, Tantina II,
Glance, Blue Dove, Seawitch,Moya, Don Carlos,
Watercolour, Cuan Mist attended in ‘person’.Asa
result of the usual issues, sadlyBeatrice B, Naomh
Cronan, Tir Na nOg, LaMadeleine,Celtic Mist,
Kaju II, Nanette, Brother Jack,Bridget, Genesta
II, Soteria and Master Frank could not attend, but
many crews from these vesselsjumped aboard other
boats, hitch-hiked, walked, swam,stole cars and
droveup from Dublin or simply teleported in to
ensure they took part in our event.

Portaferry sunsetPhoto:NeilRitchie/Sheila Lyons

BigRik Janssen, skipper of ‘Cine Mare’, and his
beautiful partner Celeste flewfrom Holland to
attend, and this got me thinking . . .

Timetoreflect andthink about2017
The weather wasspectacular, the scenery breath-
taking, the attending vesselsjawdropping, and the
event itself, well it ran like awell oiled machine,
but was that why somany people went to so much
trouble to attend?

I don’t honestly think it was.When you come to
it the OGA is reallya group of friends, we don’t
all know each other personally, but we all share
common ground. We all loveboats, gaff rig,
traditional sailing,music, beer, fun, craic, but there’s
definitelymore to it than that.

There is a brotherhood between us, and we help
each other, wewant each other to succeed, we enjoy
our fellow Gaffer’ssuccesspossibly more than we
enjoy our own, we will go miles to assist a fellow
Gaffer without thought of rewardor thanks.

This is what the OGA is about, yeswe loveboats,
baggywrinkle, bilgesand beer, but what we all really

desire is to seeour brothers and sisters succeed and
be happy, and I am immensely proud to be a small
part of that.

My thanks go to each and everyperson who
helped, attended, watched on Facebook acrossthe
world, brought their kids to get their facespainted,
sailed into the fleet from the local ports, just to get
involved, gaff rigged or not; those who sailed from
far awayports with huge effort and lastly to my wife
Sheila,without whom I would neither be NIOGA
President, proud owner of ‘Ocean Dove’,father of
two beautiful kids, nor co-organiser of ‘Portaferry
Sailsand Sounds’ the latest successfulincarnation
of the NIOGA’s annual regatta, and something of
which I am truly honoured by and also justifiably
proud!

Thanks to you all, next yearwill be bigger, better
and evenmore fun, so if you missed it this year, take
heed, June 2017 ‘Portaferry Sailsand Sounds’!Get
along by boat preferably, but Johnny Wedick will
lend you his teleporter if you askhim nicely.

GaryLyons,NIOGAPresident

V̒ilma̓ atWindmillHill Photo:NeilRitchie/Sheila Lyons

Skiffie racingat Portaferry Sails andSounds,2016Photo:NeilRitchie/Sheila Lyons
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Rescuing E̒ssex Melody̓
John Rogers,East Coast OGA member and training officerat
Maldon Little Ship Club (MLSC), found a classicMaldon-
built 23-footer ‘EssexMelody’in 2008. She was in a very
dilapidated state, her coversblown off, sitting on an old trailer
near Newark. The full storyof her history and remarkable
connectionwith the OGA, despiteher Bermudan rig, may be
found in PracticalBoat Owner, June2016. A few extractsand
photosfrom the article are published here, with permission from
PBO, who are offering OGA Members discounted rateson
subscriptions, seep.60. Members may alsopurchase the single
article: http://marinedirectory.ybw.com/reprints/results1.jsp

We were taken aback by the passion the current owners had
for ‘EssexMelody’. She had obviously given them hours of
pleasurearound the Trent, the Wash and north Norfolk.
They told us she wasbuilt by John Scarlett along the lines
of the first JOG (Junior Offshore Group) yacht ‘Sopranino’,
and launched at Maldon in 1959. They also informed us
John wasa member ofMLSC and connected with the OGA,
which confused us somewhat as she is Bermudan-rigged!

John Scarlett documented everyhour spent building ‘Essex
Melody’,and took pictures at each stageof her construction.
Finally, in September 1959, after 3,581 hours’work, she was
launched from Dan Webb and Feesey’syardin the presence
of Eric Payne,Commodore of Marconi SailingClub.

With her extensive heritage background, ‘EssexMelody’was
a compelling casefor a full restoration. We built a boatshed
around her in our garden in Maldon and she becameour
heritage project and a great source of local interest. After
18 months of hard work and the help of many friends,
‘EssexMelody’was taken to MarineStore and relaunched
in the same place where she wasfirst launched in 1959. To
celebrate, on 16 April, 2011, John Scarlett’sdaughter and
grandchildren poured champagne over the figurehead in the
presenceof around 100 people.

‘EssexMelody’ is a unique example of a JOG yacht: she
certainly is a head-turner, and John Scarlett, first Secretaryof
the OGA in 1963, seems to have got it right first time!

John Rogers,East CoastArea
PBOis offeringadiscountonsubscriptions,forfull details see p.60.

Obituary: Pat andPaul Heighway

PaulHeighway:19September1942-31May2016

Paul Heighwaydied on 31 May, 2016 at Torbay
Hospital, following a fall. He was73. Paul wasan
inspirational architect and Partner at Heighway
Field Associates in Exeter. His legacy will live on
through his work throughout the South West and
his beloved 6-metre ‘Muriel’,which he kept on
The Dart near Dittisham for 40 years.

The familymoved to the West Country in 1976
after Paul ‘spotted’Dartmouth on return from the
Fastnet racewith Christopher Waddington on his
classicyacht ‘Moya’.Prior to this ‘Muriel’was kept
at Wicor Marine in Fareham, where the family
would ‘weekend’from their London base.

‘Muriel’,built in 1905 of pitch pine on oak was‘rebuilt’ twice
under the ownership of Paul and his wifePat. In the 1970s she was
converted into a Bermudan cutter with large coachroof for safe
sailingwith their children Jonathan, now 47, an architect, and his
sister Penny, 46, a lawyer.

In the 1990s she was re-fastened, re-decked and re-rigged as a gaff
cutter with large sail area. She did however stay faithful to Paul’s
choice of colour, red.

Paul wasa a member of the OGA for over 30 yearsand he regularly
entered in the Start BayRace and Dartmouth Regatta. Sadlyhe
hasn’tbeen able to enter her in recent years, but we are glad that
Jonathan continued the family tradition with his Heard 23 ‘Annie-
Kay’ (formerly ‘Mary Hay’). Paul never was a fan of ‘plastic’and
Jonathan promised Paul that he would take ‘Muriel’on, much to
the approval and delight of his father.

Jonathan has confirmed that a refit is planned for the autumn and
that a new hollowmast will be made and fitted in memory of Paul.
Jonathan said, “Dad alwayspromised to make ‘Muriel’ a hollowmast
but unfortunately this is one project that he nevergot around to. I
plan to have ‘Muriel’sailingagain for the 2017 South Coast circuit.”

Paul wassupported in everything that he did by his wifeof nearly
50 years, Pat. Pat sadly died just a fewdays after Paul on 18 June,
2016. She was71.

“Mum could alwaysbe found sanding, scraping, filling, varnishing
and painting ‘Muriel’.Dad alwayssaid that mum got the best
finish on her topsides and he trusted no one elsewith this task.”

Jonathan said, “I willmissmy dad, best mate, inspiration as an
architect and sailing buddy. I will I miss our jaunts to Brixham,
The Yealmand Fowey.”

The couple werelaid to rest at their home in Dittisham on the
banks of the River Dart on 30 June.

ʻMuriel̓
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There is also a Barents Museum, of Barents
Sea fame, as he was a Terschelling native.
His exploits in the l600s reflected those of
Shackleton generations later. A replica of his
ship is now being built in Harlingen. Caught
in the ice and hoping to saveher, the men
built shacks on the ice from timber floating
down from Russia. Eventually the ship broke
up and in the spring they pulled the two
ships’boats over the ice to open water north
of Spitzbergen and although Barents himself
did not survive the ordeal, over half his men
did, and lived to tell the tale.

We also visited the 300 year old boatyard
at Workum, run by a Trust to repair and
restore traditional Dutch wooden boats and
botters. We watched Skutjes racing on the
Slotermeer. Each town enters a boat and with
all their local supporters out on the water
it has the atmosphere of a Victorian water
frolic!

Our trip ended with a short visit to the
ancient university city of Leiden and another
old city, once on an island, Dordrecht, which
stands at the confluence of the Oude Maas
and the Nieder Rhein with other canals
forming a crossroads.Here vast European
barges, en route to Baseland Central
Europe, thunder past day and night carrying
enormous cargoes of containers inland from
Europoort at Rotterdam.

Holland has preservedits remarkable heritage
of c.l6th and c.l7th city centre buildings by
permitting development only outside tightly
controlled ring roads and canals. Inside these
ring roads and canals the city centres are
traffic free zones, with residents’parking only,
so that everyone elsewalks or cyclescreating
a people friendly environment and returning
these city centres to the residents and visitors.

I think wecould learnmuch from this
approach in conserving our own old market
town centres.

Jayne Tracey,East CoastArea

Adozen Friends from the Norfolk Hunter Heritage Fleet
set out for Holland to stay aboard ‘Noordvaarder’pictured
below. She is a 100 year old 100’ steel sailing barge based at
Harlingen, Waddenzee on the tidal side of the Ijsselmeer.

About 70 of these steel barges, under their tan sailscross the
Waddenzee to the islands of Texel,Vlieland and Terschelling
where there is a European designated wildfowl area. They
also lock into the Ijsselmeerto visit the old ports there.

This wasSneek ClassicRegattaWeek in Friesland and every
port wasfilled as far as the eyecould see with traditional
craft in immaculate condition - both wood and steel.

We sailed ‘Noordvaarder’out to Terschelling in glorious
sunshine and a stiff breeze,mooring alongside in the
harbour. A retired salvagetug, looked after by another
Trust, took us out to show off her paces and we visited divers
who had dredged up various cannon from the north coast of
the island, a notorious shipwreck coast.

At another shipwreck museum we sawthe remains of the
800 piece Baccarat crystal glasstable setting en route from
Paris to the Tsar of Russiain l912 when the ship foundered.

These islandsare the Dutch end of the German chain
written about by ErskineChilders in his thrilling book ‘The
Riddle of the Sands’and the mysterious atmosphere of the
sands is exactlyas he describes, with unexpected shallows
drying out at half tide and hidden short cuts known only to
local helmsmen like our owner/skipper on ‘Noordvaarder’.

Maritimeheritage: NorthHolland Extracts fromMembers̓ blogs
WereportonMembers̓ activity inGaffers Logon
a regular basis, butformoreup-to-dateaccounts
ofwhat̓s goingon,whynotvisit someofthe
OGAmembers̓ blogs andother online records of
restorationprojects,racingandcruisingactivites?
Theyare listed ontheOGAwebsite:
www.oga.org.uk/about/members-blogs

Doyouhaveablogoronlinetale toshare? Contact
theEditor toaddyourlinks tothe list andcomment
onourMembers̓ blogs.

Fromthis Issue on,extracts fromMembers̓ blogs
will bepublishedinGaffersLog.

WiddershinsaroundIreland: extract from
theonlineLogof R̒obinetta̓, 2016
www.robinetta-log.blogspot.co.uk

East Coastboat R̒obinetta̓ overwinteredinScotland
andwaslaunchedatFairlie inApril,withplansto
sail aroundthewest coast ofIrelandbeforereturning
uptheIrish Sea toHolyheadintime fortheOGA
TraditionalBoatFestival inSeptember.Inpenning
theirplans, Julian notes,“Ofcourse, if theweather
intervenes, wemightnotgetroundatall. Wherever
weendup,I'msure it will bewonderful.”Webring
anextract fromtheLogasAlisonandAlexmake
passagefromBangortoBallycastle. Latest news,as
wegotopress,is that R̒obinetta̓ is intheDingle.

After ‘Robinetta’waslaunched in April Julian and I set
off from Largs, heading for Ireland. Aweek later we were
trapped in Ardglassby northerly winds for three weeks and
went home. In mid May it looked as though there wasa
weather window. I flew overwith Alexwho does not like
sailing,but is happy to put the kettle on and take the helm
in calm conditions. We sailed from Ardglassto Bangor
simply enough, but the next day came the challenging bit.

Getting the tides right to go from Bangor to Ballycastle
is an interesting exercisein a boat that only does 4 knots
under motor in calm conditions. I workedout that leaving
Bangor two and a half hours before high water should get
‘Robinetta’ round Fair Head at low water slackand let
us pick up a back eddy on the other side to help us in to
Ballycastle.That was the theory. For it to work weneeded
the right wind and swell.According to Bangor Marina,
Tuesday17 May was a good day to try, with light winds
from the South. The coastguard wasslightlyworrying,
predicting F5 which would raise the swell. It was still in
a good direction though, and we could alwaysstop at
Glenarm, or anchor in one of the bayson the way.

I put the route into our chart plotter in Bangorat 0700,
and it forecast an arrival in Ballycastleat 1645. We would
be going round Fair Head at the end of low tide slackwater,
so very little room for error. The seawas calm as wecrossed
BelfastLough towards BlackHead, with light wind right
behind us. I raised the staysail (it makes us more visible if
nothing else)and there was just enough wind for it to fly,
but the ensign and pennant hung limp. The day wasgrey
and overcast, I could just seeBlackHead to aim at. We were
doing the necessaryfour knots to stay on our arrival time.

I closed on BlackHead and followed the coast closelyalong
the Gubbins. NIOGA Peter Lyonshad advisedme to do
this. I certainly appreciated the extra knot from the back
eddy, let alone the great viewof the cliffs and newly installed
walkway!A flight of guillemots came past ‘Robinetta’ and
there were gulls and fulmers too.

I had to stop hugging the coast to go outside the Isle of
Muck, and wassurprised to find wind over tide popples
on the water at its south end. A couple of minutes of 6
knots made a welcome addition to the averagespeed!Half
wayalong Muck the sun even cameout, a fleeting spot of
brightness. By the time wewerepassing the entrance to
Larne we wereback to a day of grey.The tide waswith us
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WiddershinsaroundIreland: fromthelogof R̒obinetta̓
though, and our speedwasup to a steady5 knots. I tried
flying the jib alongside the staysail, managing to keep it
goosewinged for a fewminutes, but there wasbarely enough
wind, so I ended up furling it again.

After Larne the swellgot up, and visibility closeddown.
AsI passed each headland the amount of swellincreased,
and only the line on the chartplotter told me where to steer
next. I could not seeTornamoney Point fromGarron Point,
so ended up hugging the coast a bit longer than intended;
followinga chart plotter course can be difficult with nothing
to aim at. We weremaking good time, and I did not feel
tired despite fivehours on the helm, so stopping at Glenarm
did not appeal. I carried on acrossCarnough Bay.

The swellwasgetting up now, with occasional larger ones
rolling ‘Robinetta’uncomfortably. The staysailkept flopping
from side to side on its club foot, and the main boom did
too, so I tied it against the back stay to keep it still.

Everynow and then it would rain; for a mercifullybrief time
the drops werebouncing off the sea and helming wasnot
much fun. The sea state was too challenging for a novice
helmsman likeAlex, so I was stuck with it. He wasgood at
providing food and drink though, which made an invaluable
contribution! We weremaking good time, a steady 5 knots
with the tide under us and the engine not quite on full revs.

I closedwith the coast again to try to reduce the swell,and it
worked. AsI followed the coast along Cushendun BayI got
a little too blasé about the following sea though! Adollop
of water landed in the cockpit, swirled the pilot book off
the deck and into the well by my feet before it drained into

the bilges.The automatic bilge pump took
care of it, but it was a warning to keep an
eyebehind aswell as in front. Our dinghy
‘Worm’, towing along behind, never took a
drop.

Aswe neared the final bay before Fair Head
I thought wehad lost the battle to make
the tide gate. We were suddenly only doing
2 knots, and our arrival time at Ballycastle
crashed to after 6pm. That would put us
in the middle of the tide floodingout of
Rathlin Sound at Fair Head and ‘Robinetta’
might well be stuck going nowhere. Then the
speed picked up to 3.5 knots. We must have
been in a back eddy before, but the tide had
definitely stopped helping us.

I looked at anchoring to wait out the tide,
but wewere so close to Fair Head that
I decided to press on. FollowingPeter's
advicewewent right up to the cliffs, passing

about 100 metres off them which gaveus
a wonderful viewwith their alternating
limestone and basalt bedding, and huge
boulders tumbled to the shoreline. 200m
to starboard I could see obvious breaking
overfalls, but wewere in calm water, with
only a little swell.

On the far side of Fair Head the overfalls
camewithin 100m of the cliff, and we just
skirted the edge of them. Watching the short
steep standing wavesfrom 20 yards awaywas
a sobering experience as wecrept clear of Fair
Head at under 2 knots against the tide, with
the engine on full throttle.

We never found the back eddy that should
have helped us towards Ballycastle,but the
wind came ahead of us, at least F4, so the
jib came out to help the staysailand engine
and wewere soon making 3.5 knots, in seas

calm enough for Alexto take the helm while I called up
the marina. They were verywelcoming, with an assistant
harbour master on the pontoons to show us where to moor
and take our lines.

We made the 42 miles from Bangor to Ballycastlein ten
hours, a fast passagefor a 22' gaffer towing a dinghy. Some
bits were enjoyable, parts rather challenging, but I would not
hesitate to do it again!

PhotosandLogentries byAlisonCable,East CoastMember
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Intriguedbythis picture andtheextract? TakealookatOGA
Secretary Sue Lewis̓ blogfortheunfoldingstory:
www.victoria1897.blogspot.co.uk

“Nowhere̓sa difficult phototomakesenseof:thefirst set
ofwheels belongtoourred,white andblueAnglo-French
lorry,thesecondset with greenbarsbelongtoVictoria̓s
trailer whichin thispicturehasbeenliftedontothelorry for
transportationto theboatyard. Anythingelse aroundis just
randomfarmmachinery.”

ʻWitch̓ wentintothewater at theendofApril,andAlistair
tookherfora shakedownsail. He̓splanningtotakeherto
theBrest andDouarnenezFestivals. Followhisblogat:
www.witch1898.blogspot.co.uk

Members̓ blogs: a fewsnippets OGAfleet onpassageforFrance
ready to settle. This involvesa pile of iron
weights on the deck closest to the quay and
a tackle rigged up the mast to encourage her
to lean towards the quay. I alsomoved the
boom across to that side. All of this gave her
a distinct list and she settled down nicely
although she sits nose down and so I had to
sleepon a slant on Sunday night.
Extract from B̒uilding aGolantGaffer̓ :
www.golantgaffer134.blogspot.co.uk
Not all the blogsare about cruising. Solent
member, David Pennison, is building a Golant
Gaffer and making goodprogress.

21 February 2016: Another milestone
reached today aswemanaged to round up
enough friends to turn the hull the right
wayup. The manoeuvre involved removing
the hull from the ‘shed’,resting one side on
trestles and lowering the other down onto
an old mattress, then setting up a restraining
rope through the keel bolt holes and attached
to an obliging tree via a block and tackle.

The hull was then pushed over and shuffled a
bit and carefully loweredonto the deadwood.
Ropes placed underneath were then used to
lift the boat back into the shed where the
old building frame wastaken out and new
supports put in. It all went pretty smoothly
with nine people involved.We know it has
been done with sixpeople but eight to ten
makes it quite easy.The team the retired for
beers and lunch.

June 20th, 2016: This weekis the final rush of lastminute
preparation. I went down to Walton on Saturday evening to
get on board ready to bring ‘Witch’ up to the boatyard on
Sunday to scrub her bottom. I got her alongside the quay
and Trevor from the yard kindly came over to help get her

Aswe go to press, 28 June, amessagearrives
from Ben Collins, OGA co-ordinator for the
Brest and Douarnenez Festivals,2016. For
regular updates, visit Members’blogsand the
OGA website, but here is an extract from Ben’s
update ‘forthe record’in print.

Three boats send news of their early
departures for France,with Solent OGA
single-hander, ‘EastBreeze’reporting her
arrival in Guernsey via Facebook. East Coast
member, ‘Gwenili’,based at Greenwich on
the Thames is pictured p.17 at the Yarmouth
Rally and has been reporting various
positions along the South West coast, poised
for a crossing to Roscoff.

Out in the Atlantic ‘IslandSwift’reports
on her journey from the Caribbean (yet
another transatlantic tale to tell). Currently
positioned in the Azores‘Island Swift’will
surelyget the OGA badge of honour for
coming the greatest distance!

Eight boats aremaking preparations for
leaving fromYarmouth, Isle of Wight, 1 - 3
July, 2016 with plans to join the French
OGA at their Brittany rallyingpoint to start
their ‘rolling snowball’fleet from Roscoff on
9 July.

The Breton coast is a spectacular one, and
the currents are strong. When conditions
are good, their help is a real boost, but when
winds are strong and against it’sanother
story. There are plenty of beautiful harbours
and creeksto retreat to however. In the end
it’sabout a bit of luck of the gods and careful
navigation.

We expect over30 boats from the UK,
Ireland and Netherlands to join the French
OGA in Brest for the festival.

BenCollins,sailing toBrest onʻCarlotta̓

Photo:Beken
ofCowes
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VeniceRaid
“The VeniceRaid wasperfect,
sublimeandbeautiful. Couldany
Raid bebetterevenonsaythe
BroadsorLakeDistrict (I have
sailed thesevenseas,but neverdone
aRaid before)?”
John Cadd,Solentmemberandmaritimephotographer

Many members of the OGA Trailer Section will
be familiarwith Raids (p.30, March 2016 Gaffers
Log) but very fewwill have attended the VelaRaid
which takes place in the Venetian lagoon every
two years.The Henley Whalers with ‘Molly’,their
modern replica of a New BedfordWhaleboat, have
been attending the VelaRaidsince 2008 and it is
now a ‘must-do’event when planning our sailing
calendar.Thanks to the extraordinary co-operation
of the Raid organisers, we are also able to attend
the Vogalonga, the legendary 30km rowing event
involving some 1800 boats and 7000 participants,
beforehand and the Velalonga, a 10km sailing race
involving some 200 boats immediately after the end
of the Raid. Allwithin a 10-day period.

The VelaRaid is organised by members of the
Circolo Velico Casanova, a sailing club based in
Mestre (on the mainland) with premises directly
facing Venice. As the organisers put it, “It’sa boat
tour in 5 days, wandering around the Venice
Lagoon, between water and land, discovering the
quietest and most poetic spots not normally seen by
tourists, uncontaminated by roaring engines.”

The popularity of the VelaRaid has grown somuch
that this year the organisers split the entries into
two fleets, each of about 25 boats. The two fleets
started together, met twice for lunch (freshlycooked
aboard the barge ‘Paradiso’)and joined together on
the last day for a Regatta finishing back at the Club;
a magnificent sight of 50 boats sailing alongside
the causewaythat carries the road and rail traffic to
Venice from the mainland.

The Venetian lagoon coversapprox. 550sq.km (220
sq.m), varies enormously in depth and is criss-
crossed by marked channels. Some of these are deep
enough to take cruise ships whilst at other times one
can sail past a familywho have set up a picnic table
in the shallowwater. Contrary to popular belief it
does have tides with some surprisingly strong
tidal streams.

The organisers specifythat boats should have a max.
draft of 40-50cm (centreboard up) and this year
a Nigel Irens-designed Romilly successfullytook
part. Participating boats are typically a mixture of
traditional Venetian boats, modern micro-cruisers,
traditional looking Raid boats and examplesfrom
the SwallowBoats range.

GeoffProbert, ʻMolly̓ ,TrailerSection

Further information:
www.velaraid.it/eng
www.raidengland.org
www.henleywhalers.org.uk

Weare grateful toJohn Cadd,Solent memberand
maritimephotographerforpermission touse his photos.
Formoreinformationvisit: www.ShipS-ShapeS.com

If
youcan̓twait until 2018theEnglishRaid takesplace inScotland(!) thisyear 8-12August2016www.raidengland.org

Fastestboatgetsthebestplace
forlunch

Photo:GeoffProbert

ʻMolly̓ Photo:John Cadd

Nowind
and

noenginePhoto:GeoffProbert

Traditional boatundersail Photo: GeoffProbert
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NorthernIreland
On Saturday 16 January 2016 at the Old GaffersAGM
in London, a recurring idea that has popped up in my
mind many’sa time whilst attending OGA events cropped
up again at the mention of Youth Project funding. An
encouraging discussion with President Sean Walsh and a
wonderfully brief phone call to Scott Metcalf, owner and
skipper of ‘Vilma’the beautiful topsail schooner, and the
first everNIOGA Youth Project wasborn.

The venue was to be ‘Portaferry Sails and Sounds’ Classic
Boat and Music Festival.The date, Saturday 18 June 2016.
Generously funded by the OGA Youth Project, I pushed
ahead and pulled together a day’sitinerary aboard ‘Vilma’
offering six pupils from the local secondary school in
Portaferry a day’ssailing experience on a gaff rigged vessel.

Principal of St Columba’sCollege, Mr Michael Breen, was
in full support of the project and only too keen to work
with us. After a presentation to year 10, pupils were invited
to submit in writing, why they should be picked. I was
delighted by their response!Fiveboys and one girl were
selectedand they attended a half day introductory sailing

session,wheremyselfand newbie NIOGA
member, Cpt Mike Meharg, RYAInstructor,
went over the basicsof sailing, health &
safetyand acceptable etiquette aboard a
sailing vessel.

Our day beganwith a hearty breakfast in
Portaferry SC. This was followed by an
introductory tour of ‘Vilma’,the obligatory
press photos and then wewere ready to set
sail. We were blessedwith beautiful blue
skiesand sunshine all daySaturday but only
the slightest breath of wind. This did not
stop Scott and his crewsetting the students
to work tending sails,adjusting the running
rigging, steering the boat, keeping watch
and performing all duties askedwith gusto.
The students were soon working in pairs, on
tasks as allocated, sailing ‘Vilma’along the
beautiful shores of Strangford Lough.We
were joined on board by Scott’swife, Ruth,
Sue and Pete Farrer and Tom Rowlands
with his beautiful dog Penny! Aspecial
thanks must go to RNIYC’snumber one
RYA instructor Mr AndrewVaughan, who
kindly volunteered his time on the day as
the NIOGA’s officialsailing instructor to the
cadets.

Students were entertained byTom, and
what can only be described as his impressive
acrobatics, climbing the rigging and
performing his party trick by swinging from
‘Vilma’to any nearby vesseland returning
with a plundered souvenir!On this occasion,
the ‘victim’craft was ‘Scotch Lass’,who

returned fire in proper order, and a water
fight began. Much laughter and fun was
had by both crews. It certainly drew a bit
of attention from passingcompetitors and
photographers in the area!

After all the hard work, decks weredried,
pots, pans, buckets and other means of
throwing water at ‘Scotch Lass’tidied away,
and we enjoyed lunch on deck, in peaceful
surroundings, basking in the sun.

Safelyback on the pontoon, with sails,
ropes and gear safelystowed, Scott gave
the students an opportunity to climb the
rigging.They took to it with enthusiasm!
A presentation of certificates for each
student wasmade at Portaferry SC, hosts
of ‘Portaferry Sailsand Sounds’, by OGA
President SeanWalsh and NIOGA President
Gary Lyons.Our students returned home,
tired from the sea air, but happy and full
of enthusiasm and appreciation for sailing
after such a beautiful day on a beautiful craft
through a truly wonderful day.

The weather waskind to us. Allparticipants,
students and instructors, have a fantastic

memory of a day they will never forget, with one student
saying, “it was the best experience of their life so far, and
they wish they could do it all over again”.

I would like to extend my gratitude for their support to
Scott and Ruth for making the trip all the way over from
The Menai Straits, to Sue, Pete,Tom and Andrew for their
patience with the students on the day, and to Mike Meharg
for his assistance in the preliminary stagesof this project

Everyone spoke very highly of the pupils and were impressed
by their behaviour and attention, givenall the instructions
they receivedon the day. A huge thank you also goes to
Michael Breen and St Columba’sCollege for participating
in this project and of course, special thanks to Sean Walsh
and the OGA for their encouragement and wordsof support
helping to bring this project into existence.

Finally I have to thank Gary Lyons,NIOGA President, for
having the confidence in me to take this project and run
with it. I have thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience
and look forward to doing next year’sproject. The question
is, how to we top a square rigged topsail schooner, in the
sun, in Portaferry Narrows, during ‘Sailsand Sounds’?I’m
thinking next yearweget the cannon out . . .

Sheila Lyons,NIOGAYouthProject Coordinator
Photos:NeilRitchie

OGAYouthProject

Waterfightbetween V̒ilma̓ and S̒cotch Lass̓

Michael masterstheropes

Studentsgetreadytosetsail,
fromfronttoback:
Ryan,Michael, Oran,Gerhard,
Niamh,ConorandMrBreen
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Anewmemberjogsyourmemories
AREANO. BOAT MEMBERS̓ NAMES POSTALADDRESS
EC 6051 DrChristineKell 46SpringfieldAvenueSheffield S72GA
EC 6058 TAJ MrRichard Berthoud QuayHouseTheQuaySt OsythEssex CO168EZ
EC 6059 MrAshmoleFaire-Ring RainbowCottageBurnhamOveryStaithe PE318JD
EC 6063Primrose MrJosh Danziger TheArboretum,BurnhamOveryStaithe PE318FE
EC 6072 MsLynnLawton 2RoseCottageShamley GreenGuildfordGU50RS
EC 6074Dusmarie MrRichard Howe TheBarnAldertonWoodbridgeSuffolk IP123DB
EC 6076 MrWill Thomas GreenFarmBarn BarhamGreenIpswich IP6 0QF
NE 6057 MrSteveSwallow WoodleighHallFarmRawdonLeedsLS196JT
NE 6071 MrJack Milnes 19ChurchCloseGooleDN145YN
NI 6055 MrJonathan Cully 3Carriffvale DublinRoadNewryBT358TS
NI 6056 MrAllanBlack 27GlenmachanDriveBelfast BT42RE
NI 6070 MsCelia Spouncer 8-12ShoreRoadPortaferry BT221JY
NW 6079 MrCliveWinstanley 30DelamereAveWidnesCheshireWA87UY
OS 6066 MrSybrandVanBreda&

MrsSaskia VanBreda-Dik
Lsangebrug19Leiden 2311tgNetherlands

SCO 6068 DrRobinDrysdale 8ChapeltonAvenueBearsden GlasgowG612RE
SOL 6049 Janty MrBrian Skinner 9TheGroveNewhavenBN90QY
SOL 6053 MrBobAylott 36HighStreet FarehamPO167AD
SOL 6054 Plugger MrDominicStevens &

MrsJenny Stevens
16ThirlmereAveTilehurst RG306XW

SOL 6061 Lyra MrJulian Hicks&Mrs
Jane Hicks

OldOrchard122HighStreet BembridgeIsle ofWightPO35
5SQ

SOL 6062 BrigAlexPotts ConnaughtHouseKitchener RoadAldershot, GU112LN
SOL 6064 Katrina MrHaydnLipsett 2Lower BlandfordSt Mary, , ,Blandford,Dorset,DT119ND
SOL 6065 LadySuzanneKing&

MrWilliamKing
YeOldeBluebell CottageCotswoldCornerTheBanks Sileby
LoughboroughLE12 7RD

SOL 6073 Mr&MrsJon Horne FarneHouseArmstrongRoadBrockenhurst SO427TA
SOL 6077 MrMichael Nicholson NoblesUpperEasebourneMidhurstWSussexGU290BQ
SOL 6078 Miss Jeannie Liddington SandpipersVineyRoadLymingtonSO418FF
SW 6050 Lapwing,

Swallow
MrRobertGreen&
MrsElaine Green

DroversZionHill OakhillRadstockSomerset BA35AN

SW 6052 MrStephen Hodgkinson&
MrsAngelaHodgkinson

3Torrels HillcommonTauntonSomerset TA41DZ

SW 6060 Elfor MrRogerWickham Strawberry Hill DunsfordExeterEX67HE
SW 6067 MrRobertRead 8WestwoodAvenuePlymouthPL6 7HS
SW 6069 MrNeil Hargreaves Castle Hill HouseNorthgateTotnesTQ95NX
SW 6075 Scala

Nimbata
MrPatrick Hobbs 4Bayliss RoadWargraveBerkshire RG108DR

SW 6080LittleMillie MrPaulElliott St Michaels CornerHouseForeStreetMarazionTR170AD

Welcomeaboard!
Lynn joined the OGA after seeinga Facebookpost about
‘Shamrock’.She’shoping to find out more about other boats from
her childhood aswell. If you’reinterested in tracing the history
of someof our boats, or have storiesto share, contact the Editor.

I don't remember much of this myself, as I was only a year
and a half old. My cousin Mags and I seemed to be very
interested though. I know that my parentsTom and Rene
took me on a trip round the East Coast in 'Mascotte III', I
am not sure if it wasafter the launch or the following year.

After that wemoved to Lewesin Sussexwhere my father
wasa librarian. Then wemoved again to Netley Abbeynear
Southampton wheremy father found an old clinker boat
named ‘Mahala'. The south coast never reallyappealed to us.

During this period mymother, trailing round boatyards,
wasgetting down a ladder when she stepped on a nail
which went right through her foot. This put her off boats
completely. However,we later acquired another. When I was
fivewemoved to Colchester, but after a couple of yearswe
moved again to Kingston-upon-Thames, and it washere, on
the river, that my father wasable to keep a boat. He bought
a 16' Dauntless, the ‘Sophia’,which he found in a boatyard
somewhere on the east coast.

LynnLawton, East Coastmember

Submit yournominations
forOGATrophies, 2016
Nominationsare invited forsixofthe
Associationtrophies.Fulldetails areon
thewebsite: www.oga.org.uk/trophies

If youhaveanyideas formembers
whomightbeworthyrecipients this
year,for great feats ofderring-doorfor
modestacts ofsignificance, please let
ourtrophyman,DavePercival, know.

Wedon̓tneedagreat written screed,
just yournominationandthereasons
whybefore theendofOctober,2016:
daveperci@aol.com
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Whatit takes tobecomeanOldGaffer:
In this issuewe publish the first instalment of a report byPaul
Baker, Solent member, who recounts the delivery passageof his
45’ gaffer, ‘Zeb’,in the summer 2015. Look out for the second
instalment in the Autumn issueof GaffersLog.To find out
about their mid-Atlantic encounter, visit the OGA website.

“Lizzie,have a look at this! Could be the one!” It waswell
gone 10pm on a cold March evening and I was once again
browsing the web vaguelyeying up boats that took my fancy.

“Oh,” she said, “willit do all the things you want to do?”
“Well it’s been across the Atlantic three times, wasbuilt
the same year I was and is made of wood! It has a rather
interesting sail plan too and seemsto be going for a song.”
“Where about’s is it?”
“Somewhere called SXM.Not sure where that is. Sounds a
bit odd.”

And so Lizzie,Ella and I found ourselvesbound for St
Martin on Tuesday12 May, 2015 having negotiated a deal
by phone and email with the Canadian owner, Nik. We
arrived on the Wednesday to find chaos in a boatyard called
TimeOut in Marigot. Not much that I had askedto be done
had been done. Nik seemed to be preoccupied in fitting a
jumper strut to the mizzen.On top of that the surveyors
report wasnot up to much. I threatened to pull out.

Nik rallied and by the followingweekwe launched, but were
far from ocean ready. Lizzieand Ella where returning home
and my ocean crewwhere flying out 27 May with the aim of
leavingon the 29th. The girls got stuck in and between us
we somehow dragged the boat to near seaworthy readiness
including a complete clean through, water tanks cleanout,
fuel and victuals, engine service, new liferaft, charts, flares,
first aid box, pots and pans etc. I am still staggeredat how
they just got on with anything I threw at them. We should
also remember the temperature wasconstantly around 35oC!

The final coup de gracewasa new starter motor. How and
where I found an appropriate one I can not tell you in so
short a time, but find one I did!

Loving farewellsand “seeyou soon on the other side of the
pond” were quickly replaced by big hellos as Angus and Max
arrived. Angus is one of my longest standing friends and
his father John wasa realmentor to me in my early days
of sailing. I can saywithout any doubt that without John’s
influence I would be nowhere near the sailor I am now. Max
is Angus’18 year old son so the trinity wascomplete.

After a final refuel and victual we slipped
our lines and headed for Bermuda, 29 May,
leavingMarigot at exactly1200. Despite the
chaos, dogged hard work and frustrations
I had really fallen for Marigot and its
people, so mixed feelings for me. However
duty beckoned and coursesplotted and
steered to take us clear of Anguilla and out
into the ocean. Desperate fatigue hit me
hard. My first night afloat in my new boat
washell. Rain and squalls lashed us hard
and I succumbed to sea sicknessand even
hallucinations as I struggled with my watch.
Anguswasbrilliant and took the strain.

Soon wewere romping along under mizzen,
mizzen staysail, and fore staysail in about
15 knots of breeze, shorts and tee-shirts.
“More sail” weall agreed so up went the
huge main trysail. Speedwent from a gentle
5 knots to nearer 8 and we allgrinned. The
breezepicked up as did our speed and we
werecareening along at 10.5 knots. Grinning
became grimacing and we rushed to take
the main down but the track had buckled.
The sail stood fast!Frantic heaving, swearing
and muttering finallypersuaded the beast
to lower, but only by increments but we
prevailed. A glanceup the track showed the
steel flat bar had pulled itself off the back of
the mast and distorted horribly.

“Bloody useless”or something similar was
howled at the manner of its fabrication
and another job wasadded to the to-do list
for Bermuda. We fully unfurled the huge
headsail and off we went again. Asexpected
the seamanner of ‘Zeb’,(re-named after
the nickname I called my sister)wasmore
ship than yacht. At 15 tonnes on a waterline
of 33’ she kept her way robustly and just
thundered through whateverwas in her
way.Magnificent, glorious and thoroughly
enjoyable, ‘Zeb’just kept roaring along.
However shewasnoisy in my cabin up
forward and even at the end of the voyage
I had not quite got used to the din when
we really got going, although it was a useful

gaugewhen off watch as to her speed etc.

Out went the fishinglines and in came
the fish;Mahi-Mahi and tuna mainly.
Angus took it upon himself to be duty chef
and just smothered everything in chilli in
the mistaken belief that that is what fine
cuisine wasabout. His bouts in the galley,
accompanied by loud and ready swearing,
kept us hugely amused. I asserted my
captain’sprerogative and knocked up a
delicately spiced kedgeree. “Ah”said Angus,”I
seewhat you mean now. Yes,rather good.”

With full belliesweflirted with the notion
of hoisting the spinnaker, but instead set
about stitching up torn and worn sails.But
resistance can only last so long and with Max
on the helm, Angusand I sorted out the
spinnaker sock and up she went!

With tack hardened down and sheet ready
I heaved on the sock lanyard to revealan
unholy mess. Down came the kite, another
head scratch and this time a perfect hoist.
And off wewent again. “7.5 knots and as
easyon the helm as you like”, piped up Max.

So the nature of the sailing qualities of ‘Zeb’
revealed themselves, boat speed equals easy
steering. To make steering even easierwe
rigged up a block and tackle to windward
and bungee to leeward. Perhaps I should
mention we had no self steering at all, just
an 8’ tiller. But as I prophetically mentioned

on severaloccasions, RKJ had sailed round the world in a
similar boat for most of the way in similar fashion on his
own!

900 and something miles, sixand a half days out, Bermuda
hove into view. It wasvery earlymorning, choppy sea and
rain squalls.What is it about departures and landfalls!I
gunned the engine to both charge the batteries and get us
there in a fallingwind and plotted course for Spit Cardinal
off St George’sTown. “Allhands please.We’renearly there.”
It was0300 and wewere fully oilskinned up. “Max on the
helm please, Angus can you get warps and fenders rigged
for starboard. I’m going to check our position, course and
details of the entrance. I believe it can be quite tricky. Let
me know when weare abreast of the Cardinal.” A few
minutes later and “cardinal abreast”.

“Well done. OK make 260 pleaseand remember the lateral
lights here are US coastguard, red right return. Standby to
lower sail.”

And with that the engine stopped! “Fuel”we cried
collectively.I grabbed a jerry can, Angus opened the fuel
cap and I sloshed fuel somewhere in the general direction
of the funnel. Crank, crank and crank again but no engine.
I flung open the cockpit floor and pumped the fuel pump
hard. By this time wewerewell into the marked channel,
Max doing a splendid job in keeping us sailing.Crank,
crank and vroom. Oh what a beauty!“Well done and thank
you. OK sailsdown and let’sget in”. St Georges town quay
at 0400 is a bafflingplace but the coastguard wasbrilliant
in guiding us to Ordnance Quay and Customs House. We
came alongside, moored up and presented ourselves to the
authorities both tired and wet through. Nothing seemedto
be a problem for them and we weresoon cleared and gently
caressed into ‘Bermuda time’.

Paul Baker,SolentArea

LookoutforthenextinstalmentoftheAtlantic crossing in
theAutumnissue ofGaffers Log.Read aboutthemid-Atlantic
rendezvousbetween Z̒eb̓ and O̒ceanValour̓ ontheOGAwebsite:
www.oga.org.uk/news/mid-atlantic-encounter

deliverypassageof Z̒eb̓ (part1)
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Richard Howe, current custodian of ‘Dusmarie’,shares
memoriesof his long-standing connection with the
boat. He has decided, reluctantly, to put her up for sale
(p.63). As with many other olderboatsin the OGA
Boat Register, there are fascinating tales to be told

My association with ‘Dusmarie’goes back to
1961, when I was askedwith my friend Brian
Copping, another Woodbridge School boy, to go to
Carcassonne to help Cmdr. Dixon bring ‘Dusmarie’
through the Canal du Midi to Bordeauxand back to
England. 147 locks . . . then RoyalBordeaux Yacht
Club for re-stepping the masts and rigging her for
the journey back to England. Both boys fell in love
with ‘Dusmarie’and were in awe of Cmdr. Dixon,
“Call me Skipper and stop callingme Sir - I am not
your bloody housemaster.”

40 years later, back in Suffolk and recently retired,
I learned by chance that ‘Dusmarie’was looking
for a new owner; I met John Crossman on board at
Ramsholt; John got the blessingof Astrid for me to
buy her. Thus young Richard Howe, the unskilled
deckhand and A levelstudent of 1961 became
the proud owner of this unique piece of British
maritime tradition. A loveaffair of 55 years. But
sadly, and inevitably however, the advancing years
of myselfand of those those who have helped me to
sail her and care for her during my stewardship (I

D̒usmarie̓:
am still pretty much the unskilled deckhand) mean
it is time to hand her over, howeverreluctantly, to
another safepair of hands. Now read on . . .

‘Dusmarie’wasbuilt in Brightlingsea, 1884, by
Aldous & Sons and worked as an oyster smack,
‘Daisy’CK12, until 1932 when she wasbought by
Douglas and Mary Dixon from then owner Zebedee
Milgate. The Dixons converted her to a sailing
cruiser, renaming her ‘Dusmarie’, at their wedding
ceremony held on board at the Greenwich Meridien
at midday on Midsummers Day, 1933.

They sailed her extensivelyuntil WW2 broke out
and Douglas was recalled, obliging the Dixons to
abandon her in Swedenfor the duration. They
returned in 1946 to find her in desperate shape.
The ensuing re-fit added 3’ to her overall length
and included a raised poop deck and a mizzenmast,
making her, technically, a yawl. Shewas relaunched
in May 1947.

She remained in the Dixon familyuntil 1990 when
John Crossman (alsoRN Rtd.) bought her from
Astrid Dixon, 60 years in the same family. John did

much work on her, including a new deck, before he
sold her to me in 2001.

In the last 15 years she has been kept in the best
possible condition as confirmed by her 2006 survey
“afine example of her type”. Asrecently as 2015
all masts and spars were removed and, with all the
brightwork, rubbed down to the wood, oiled and re-
varnished. The 30hp Lister dieselwas removed and
fully serviced, as were the heads.

‘Dusmarie’features on the National Register of
Historic Vesselsand is placed at 23 in the Classic
Boat Magazine list of the top 250 British Classics.
Her rich history is recorded by the Dixons in many
books and articles, notably ‘Sail to Lapland’ (1933-
1939) and ‘Sailto Gallipoli’(1955-1961). Here are
a fewof the highlights:

1933: third placein the Channel Race(the silver
rosebowlis included in the sale);
1935: present at Spithead Fleet review for GeorgeV
silver Jubilee;
1937-8 Gulf of Bothnia, the Dixonswintering with
the Lapp reindeer herders;
1947-52, five ‘Manno’sail training expeditions;
1954 winner, West Merseasmack race(Mulhauser
Cup);
1958 at Gallipoli for Anzac Day (DouglasDixon was
awarded the DSC and two bars for his heroism in
the 1915 Gallipoli campaignand all beforehis 16th
birthday);
1974-85 eight Tall Ships RacesskipperedbyAstrid
Dixon, often with an all female crew.

The highlights for me of my stewardship of
‘Dusmarie’are many, but two stand out:
the 2006 Pin Mill Smack and Bawleyrace where
Astrid Dixon, John Crossman and I wereall on
board with skipper StewieWhite, and we came last.
moored at Ramsholt on 25 April 2015, the 100th
anniversary of the AnzacCove landings at Gallipoli,
the Last Post being played preciselyat dawn, from
Dusmarie’s foredeck, by theWoodbridge School
CCF bugler, JakePopay, in honour of Douglas
Dixon, DSC, and all those of both armieswho
perished at Gallipoli.

Richard Howe,East CoastArea

handingoverstewardship

DougDixon(̒Dusmarie̓ archive)

Emily Harris Photography:
www.emilyharrisphotography.co.uk
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It’s been a busy early season for the BC Old
Gaffers, though weather in April and May
has not been kind to our planned events.Our
fitting out supper, held in earlyApril at Cardiff
BayYC, waswell supported with over 20
members enjoying an excellent meal. We were
delighted to welcomeViv Head back from his
extended stay down under.

The final weekend in April sawthe annual
Bristol Channel Pilot Cutter’s race from Barry
YC. It wasplanned that a flotilla of smaller
OGA boats would sail from Cardiff to Barry on
the Friday, as the Cutters assembled,moor in
BarryHarbour overnight, and form a watching
fleet at the start of the race on Saturday.
Unfortunately, westerlywinds in excessof
30 knots kept the smaller craft in Cardiff,
but their crews joined the supper at Barry
YCon Friday evening and had magnificent
viewsof the race start from the shore on
Saturday. FiveCutters competed in the race,,
won on corrected time by the smallest of the
five, ‘Dolphin’. Two gaff rigged yachts also
completed the round Lundy Island course,
including John Leband’s ‘Working Yacht 1’
reported by VivHead, p.6.

The first of our four channel day cruisesin company took
place on 6 May when we enjoyed sunshine, a ficklewind,
and a big spring tide. The fleet of sixcraft wascarried
down almost to Hinckley Point before the tide allowed
us to turn for home, and engines werestarted at times
when the wind deserted us. Adverseweather returned for
the Tenby weekend rally though, scheduled for 20-22
May. Strong westerliesall the previous week culminated
in a spell of F7 and above as a storm passed through,
preventing any of the yachts registered for the event
making it to Tenby.

Work has continued on our restoration project ‘Charlotte’
at the World of Boats,Cardiff. The small band of OGA
volunteers has nowmade templates of all frames that
need replacing, and are waiting in anticipation for oak to
be brought down to Cardiff from a woodland near Usk.
Once it arrives, the job of making new frames can begin.

So, a busy, if at times frustrating start to the season, and
wehave plenty more to look forward to, including further
channel day cruises, a Gaffers Race in Cardiff Bayand the
SeaFairHaven event at Milford Haven that commences as
I write.

Charlie Harris, ActingCommodore
Bristol ChannelArea
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“Atrip to a coast on a blustery, windswept
day?Asgood a way as any for a winterised
mariner to rekindle the spirit in
anticipation of the coming season.”

So wrote Solent member Ben Collins who
kindly organisedour March trip to Hurst
Castle. “Thirty OGA members (with seven
dogs) from as far afield as the east coast,
gathered in their glovesand winter hats at
KeyhavenYacht Club, huddled aboard the
little ferry and set forth, weavingthrough
the marshes to our hidden destination on
the distant headland. We pitched camp
around the glowing embers of the castle
keeper’sBBQ fire box, where burgers and
sausageswere soon sizzling. As the sun
came out, gaffersdispersed to explore the
castle.The viewsfrom the high battlements
givea full panorama of the Needles, Solent
and Christchurch Bayabove the grey-green
waters of the Hurst narrows. The ferry was
at hand, but those with a sailor’seyefor the
wind and weather chose the long walk back
along the shingles with a fresh breeze on
their starboard quarter.”

Our earlyMay rally to Chichester, with a
fitting out supper in the beautiful surrounds
of Chichester YachtClub, attracted 35
gaffers. It wasgood to see three boats.
The crewof ‘Hester’had a great day out,
‘Toucando’ arrived viaRyde Sands and the
crew of ‘PollyAgatha’, too deep drafted to
fit into the marina, were last seen rowing
into the gloom; something to do with a
lost kill cord. The quality and quantity
of the food in the club was excellent.
We are grateful to Simon Darcy for his
organisation with the marina and the club
caterers.

At the time of writing a tremendously successfulYarmouth
Gaffers Regatta (fully reported in this issue p.12) has just
ended. The 90 boats attending included BrixhamTrawler
‘Provident’ and East Coast ‘Gwenili’, delayed by weather. She
arrived from Dover at 0500 hours and turned out to race at
1000. The event featured three races including our version
of the Dutch “Gaffel” race from the rally at Wemeldinge in
2014. Windless daysput paid to anything much in the way
of results. Some gafferswent walking and there waseating
and cavorting aplenty with over £500 being raised by raffle in
support of the EllenMacarthur Cancer Trust.

By the time you read this, I expect that a number of Solent
boats will be enjoying the Brest Festivalwhilst others will be
preparing for Cowes ClassicsWeek. Our Bembridge Rallywill
have happened and wewill be looking forward to Beaulieu in
August and our Annual Race and Rally in September.

MarionShirley,SolentAreaSecretary

ʻHester̓ Photo:KeithAllso

Thelongwalkback alongtheshinglePhoto:Jessica Warren

Pilot cutters approachthestart oftheCocko̓ theChannelRace
Photo:CharlieHarris

ʻCharlie̓ andʻChloe̓ leaveCardiffBarrage Locks
Photo:RogerWallington
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The season’sopener at Lechlade seems to have
been a successonce again. The weather gods
smiled and the weather wasstunning for the
first of our bi-annual wanders up and down the
RiverThames from the Trout Inn by St John’s
Bridge. This year the event was tinged with
sadness, following the untimely passing of Bob
Warren just beforeChristmas.

Beale ParkBoatShow
The following weekend the Trailer Section
made its annual trip to the BealePark Boat
Show. It was a slightly smaller affair this year
with fewer craft and ancillary stands present,
but a good time washad by one and all. The
Trailer Section had 15 or so boats there, all of
different designs, shapes and sizes.We do a
sailing display on the lake on both dayswith
a commentary provided by Pete Farrer (North
Wales Area).It’sunfortunate the trip boats try
and share the water with us aswe do our demo.

The Rev.Chris in ‘Catherine Charlotte’ had
a bit of a coming together with ‘Consuta’ the
Thames Rowing Umpire’sLaunch, when she
tried to go between two gaffersas they were
tacking. Fortunately not too much damage
done. ‘Consuta’ is steam driven and certainly
the longest boat on the lake, but possibly also
with the narrowest beam. There wasalso a 16’
tug boat that seemed to be doing its best to
drown out Pete’scommentary.

We also heard the most original excuseever for not
attending a sailing event. SteveGriffiths’ crew, Nigel,
couldn’t make BealePark because he was doing a ‘Quilting
Course’!So if you have ‘quilting requirements, Nigel’s
your man!

OGAOneClass Dinghy
Look out for the new One Class OGA dinghy being
proposed by the GMC through Tony Kiddle. Andrew
Wolstenholme has done a preliminary design and there is
a discussion document planned. While at BealePark we
had a discussionwith Andrewand touched basedwith the
people from the IBTC in Boathouse4, Portsmouth who
seemvery enthusiastic about being involved and identified
a possiblecustomer in the Portsmouth area.

June andJuly
The East Coast Swallowsand Amazonsweekend followed
by the Norfolk Gathering will have been and gone by the
time you’rereading this. See reports on the OGA website.

We managed to do a recce of the Rutland Water event
venue. It looks like a perfect spot and the people at
the AngliaWater’sSailing Centre, Whitwell are being
exemplary hosts. The sailing looks great, the scenery
stunning (with 15 or so ospreysnest around the lake) and
the camping close to the lake and all the facilities. Join us
at Rutland Water for the weekend15 - 17 July!

KeithMosley,TrailerSectionSecretary

Ullswater Rally: 18-19September
After missing a yearwe areputting on a Trailer
Section event in the LakeDistrict. Visit the
website for full details. The Trailer Section was
born from an event whichwasput on at Derwent
Water. It wassuch a resounding successthat the
OGA decided to start a ‘TrailerSection’.Mike
Stevensbecame Secretary and general organiser
and the rest, as they say, ishistory (Gaffers Log
no.85, Dec.2014 p.32).

The Ullswater event becamea fixture in the OGA
calendar and for many yearswassuccessfullyrun
out of the Glenridding SailingCentre by Barry
Healas and his team. To capitalize on this wewill
be running an event there 18 - 19 September.
Pleasetry and make this one of the Trailer Section
eventsyou attend in 2016.

The sceneryis stunning, the sailingwonderful
and the venue perfect for trailer sailing.
Glenridding SC is right at the foot of Ullswater
and though badly effectedby the winter flooding
is back up and running as strongly as ever.

18 - 19 September is also the weekend of Bart’s
Bash the biggest sailingparticipation event in the
world. So we willbe racing, though, as usual with
the Trailer Section, this will be quite gentle and
fun governed by the collision regulations rather
RYARacing Rules.There will beTrophies, but
not necessarilyjust for winning!

Camping will be at the GillsideCamp Site.
There is no need to book though pleaselet me
know if you need an electric hook-up. Even if you
are only thinking of going at this stage, pleaselet
me know so wecan get some idea of numbers.

Theweekendwill bequite
busy.Tohelpcelebrate the
I̒nternationalSpeakLike
aPirate Day̓ (actually on
Monday19th),Glenridding
will berunningaPirate
Sailing DayonSunday.

I wouldsuggestwejoin inthe celebration by
dressingourboats(andourselves) inpirate
paraphernalia.

IanMcBride in B̒luebottle̓ Photo:KeithMosley

DavidBewick in A̒berrare̓ Photo:KeithMosley
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Regatta 2016
Joe Pennington, in his alwaysrecognisable Jolly
Green Giant, ‘Master Frank’wasfirst to make it
to PoolbegYBCmid-afternoon on Friday.This
time not sailingsingle-handed but with a young
lad Billyfor company on the 12 hour journey
from Peel. John was followed by ‘Spence’in his
magnificent new boat ‘ElParadiso’replacing for
the famous and sorelymissedBristol Channel
Pilot Cutter ‘Madcap’,recently collected and
sailed home by a volunteer crew from Crete. We
had our usual wine and cheese reception (pints)
on Friday followedby (a fewmore pints) and
ssherevalschpeeches . . . we all had a pause for a
. . . c’mon make a guess . . . ah . . . c’mon guess!
No! No!You’rewrong, so wrong, not a drink!
Actuallysome fine music.Well, with an odd
libation to lubricate the larynx and freshen the
pharynx, just to keep ourselvesin good voice.
However, with some ambitious sober types
having half an eyeon winning the Leinster Plate
Race, most of us were exaggeratingand sneakily
pouring drinks into trategicallypositioned
potted plants, trying to sucker these sober
sagacious sailors into a false senseof security.
We all turned in at the crack of 1 o’clockjust to
spite them. Yeahright!

TheLeinsterPlate
On the morrow we all had a fine full Irish
(English,Welsh, Scottish, Manx or whatever)
courtesy of the good folks and excellent staff
(Eileen and Katie) of PoolbegYBC.The day
wasmagnificent with gorgeous clear blue skies
and dark blue sea echoing the Dublin Gaelic
football’s team’sdistinctive and historic colours
(skyblue shirts with navy shorts). Owing to
light airs wedecided to shorten the course so
wedidn’t actually get to follow the course of the
ill-fated RMS Leinster as planned.

We used our staggered start (apt you might
say) formula which had been so successful the
previous year whereby we delayed the faster
boats by 5 minutes and the even faster boats by

a further 5 with a further 10 minute delayfor the Poolbeg
Bermudans who were joining in again. This allowsfor a lot
more excitement as the faster boats try, and usually succeed,
in overhauling the slower,heavier boats.

I can’treally recallwho rounded the mark first but it was
most likely between SeanWalsh in Tír na nÓg (skippered
and crewedby his sons) Dennis Aylmer in ‘Móna’ ably
assistedby Mark Sweetnam and Dick Tulloch (sage
strategist) or Joe in ‘Master Frank’ ably assistedby the
14 year old Billy.Alsoin the mix wereDarryl Hughes’
magnificent ‘Maybird’, Paul Holden’s ‘Chickpea’ and
‘Verve’the classicBermudan. On board ‘Naomh Cronán’
wewerepleased enough with the course Skipper Paul
wasfollowing.As the afternoon wore on, this dispersion
of the fleet wasmaintained and became reminiscent of
the scattering of the SpanishArmada. Certain creeping,
crawlingconfusion and doubts began to enter our minds.
‘Why are they wayover there eh?’‘I dunno, maybe the
mark is over there or they are searching for a breeze, or
maybe we’remissing something?’ ‘Should we head over
there?’‘No, definitely not, we are on the right track.’
‘Areyou sure?’‘Yeah,well actually I dunno.’ ‘Stick that
boathook out there and we’llgull-wing her a bit might coax
another half a knot.’ Just then the starter, the redoubtable
John Alveyon the radio, confirmed the line of the shorter
course and the final mark. Lo and behold we in ‘Naomh
Cronán’ were in the running for a ‘podium finish’!Dennis
Aylmer and his crack team in the Cornish Crabber won for
the second year running with ‘Naomh Cronán’ a creditable
second.

And the big winner was?Why all of us of course!We
lucky few, we privileged few, we Band of Brothers, blessed
enough to have taken part in such a race, sailing such
beautiful vessels,on a really glorious day and sailing on
such a magnificent bay. And those of them at home abed
will count themselvesaccursed that they werenot with us
on this day. Ah isn’tlife beautiful?

We headed into Saturday evening for the barbecue, prize-
giving and music. Dennis wasdelighted to showoff the
fantastic silver Plate again! ‘Verve’took first place for classic
Bermudan. The music and craic weregrand.

DavidOwens,DBOGASecretary

EastCoast
President:Robert Hill
Secretary:Lorna Hill
email:ecsec@oga.org.uk
web:www.oga.org.uk/eastcoast

Film nights at Pin Mill SC are a regular
event in the ECOGA off-seasoncalendar.
This year it was ‘factual’from East Anglian
Film Archive; a travelogue featuring
1950s boating on the Norfolk Broadsand
highlights of the AugustCruise, 2004.
Cathy Abbott, pillar of PMSC supplied
supper and around 30 people enjoyed
fish pie or chill and rice followedby apple
strudel with custard.Thanks to PMSC for
the loan of their Club and equipment.

Captain RichardWoodman came to the
Nottage Institute to givea talk followed
by cold supper. His theme was ‘MyLife at
Sea’,and what a life it has been! Sailing to
China before the Cultural Revolution on
the Blue Funnel Line, working for the Met.
Office on an ex-navalcorvette, providing
weather monitoring and rescue services
in the Atlantic, jumping onto navigation
buoys in F9 galeswith a box of matches to
relight the pilot flame for acetylene lamps
. . . His successfulcareer culminated in
becoming an Elder of Trinity House. He
hardly touched on his parallel work as an
author. There are plenty of waysa career
at sea can progress, and Richard gaveus an
insight into many of them!

We gathered for a much more formal affair
at the RoyalBurnham YCa fortnight later.
51 members sat down in a beautifully
decorated dining room, with individually
named placemats, for a four course feast.
Mike Peyton allowed us to use his cartoons
on the placemats, and presented the new
Snipe Trophy (see p.20).

RoyalHarwich YChosted our Fitting Out Supper treating
28 gaffers to a reallyenjoyablemeal. Colin Stroud, skipper of
‘Plum’,and experienced member of the Coastguard Rescue
Service,provided the after dinner talk on the work of the
Coastguard. There was the chance to share tales of fitting out,
new boats and plans for the season. Everything you could
wish for in a fitting out supper!

After a fitting out supper the next event has to be on the
water!The Tollesbury Rally provided an excellent ‘shake
down’ race for Class 5 boats, with shake down being the
operative word. Seep.8 for full report.

Alison&Julian Cable,Eastcoaster andECwebsiteEditors

CrouchRally: 28-30May
The end of May is our first ‘bigboat’ event. The smack
‘Sunbeam’arrived from Tollesbury with Tony Judd sailing
‘Diamond’ single handed from Alresford. AndyAbraham
decided not to go to Ostend, a verywisemove as it turned
out! ‘Crow’with Robert and Lena from Faversham, joined us
with John and Jody sailingup from Burnham in ‘William’.
The smack ‘Ellen’,with possibly the youngest crew member to
attend the Crouch Rallyand RoyHart from Battlesbridgein
‘Greensleeves’completed the fleet.

Sunday dawned nice and bright with a good sailing breeze,
but before Elaine could get breakfast going two boats started
for home and who could blame them considering the weather
forecast?Still, wehad enough to race in excellent conditions.
On corrected time it was: 1st ‘Crow’, 2nd ‘Greensleeves’,3rd
‘Sunbeam’and 4th ‘Diamond’.

In the evening it wasbarbecue with all the trimmings done
by our chef and time for a chat over glassesof wine and beer.
So ended another Rally. I would like to saya big thank you to
all who turned up, and to the North FambridgeYCfor use of
their premises. See the EC website for the full report.

TrevorRawlinson, ECOGA
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HowthNorthWales
President:Scott Metcalfe
Secretary:Sue Farrer
email:nwasec@oga.org.uk
web:www.northwalesoga.org

Conwy RiverFestival: 17– 24July
The Gaffers race is on Saturday 23 July in
conjunction with the Nobby Race.
Contact: +44 (0)1492 596253
sailing@conwyriverfestival.org

10thHolyheadSail Festival: 2-4September
This yearwe celebrate our 10th Traditional Sail
Festival in Holyhead. As in previous years, it
is supported by Holyhead Marina, Holyhead
Town Council, Stena LinePort and Irish
Ferries.Hosted by Holyhead SailingClub,
the Holyhead Lifeboat will hopefully lead our
parade of sail on Sunday to include the usual
Battle of Holyhead guns and cannon being
fired in the harbour making, asmuch noise as
possible!

NorthWales AreaAGM:22October
N Wales AreaAGM will be held on Saturday,
22 October 2016 at Holyhead SC followedby
our annual dinner. Pleasecontact Sue Farrer
for more information. This event is alwayswell
attended, so pleasemake sure you book your
place early.

We look forward to seeing you either on or off
the water sometime during the year.

Sue Farrer,NorthWalesAreaSecretary

PenrhynBoatShedParty: starry,starry night
Once again an excellentparty. ‘Turnpike’ entertained well
over70 peoplewith thanks to Scott for useof one of his
workshops.Kevin Goulding reportson the event.

Saturday night 9 April sawthe North WalesOld Gaffers
clan gather together for something of a shindig. Hosted
by N.Wales OGA President Scott Metcalfeand his good
ladyRuth in their traditional boat building workshop
at Porth Penrhyn, that’s it then, a Boat Shed Party.
Fantastically organised by elder gaffers Sue & Peter Farrer
and supporting crew, it was reallygood on a crisp evening
to feel the warmth of not only the forge but the friendly
gathering of sea folk catching up on gossip and plans for
the forthcoming season.

Cottage pie and pudding along with a fewbeers, wine and
the odd nip of rum warmed the cocklesof the heart as fine
music played by the folk group ‘Turnpike’ kept everyone
stomping their feet.More than 70 turned out on one
of the chilliest eveningsof the year to enjoy each others
company. It wasgood to see the Holyhead traditional boat
festivaland marina teams alongwith boat owners turn out
in a splendid number.

With the evening in full swing, the stars stood out of a clear
skyand embellished the beautiful waxingcrescent of the
moon. The boats in Porth Penrhyn glistenedin the starlight
beckoning us seafarerstowards hopefully a good summers
sailing. What a great wayto get the new seasonstarted.
Many thanks to all who made it such amemorable night.

Kevin&Frances Goulding,NWArea

Beale Park andThamesBoat Show:
3-5June

Mike Stevensorganised the OGA stand at
BealePark which once again was a huge
success.13 members brought along boats to
put on displaysboth on and off the water.
Our stand was in a superb position, more
or lessat the top of the launching slip where
everyone gathered. Displays took place on
the water with Peter Farrer giving the usual
commentary. The weather improved to a
brilliantly hot sunny Sunday.We had many
enquiries from people who sailed boats
as youngstersbut looking up boats in the
online Boat Register or OGA Yearbook
proved to be of little help.
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Weall admire those immaculate
restorations but if you’veever thought

it would be quicker and easier to build a new
one, you should read about today’s affordable
new gaffers in the practical bi-monthly
magazine from Pete Greenfield and friends.
WaterCraftis available from good newsagents
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Aroyalvisit
On 29 April2016 HRH Sophie,Countess
of Wessex,visited the Port of Blyth to
officiate at the renaming of the Baltic
Trader ‘Haabet’.On a beautiful sunny
morning accompanied by Jane,Duchess
of Northumberland and CliveGrayCOE
of the BlythTall ship, HRH renamed the
vessel‘Williams II’.

During her short time with us shewas
introduced to the apprentices of the Blyth
Tall ship project who are working on the
renovation of ‘Williams II’ together with
the shipwrights and engineers who make
up the training staff and volunteers.The
OGA was represented by Jim BellNE
AreaSecretary and Des O’Meara NE Area
President. ‘Williams II’ is the NE OGA’s
flagship and will become the base for the
NE OGA when she has been renovated.

After the naming ceremony two choirs, the
Seaton Sluice first school and Voicemale the
North East folk choir, sang speciallywritten
songs for ‘Williams II’ which were enjoyed
by everyoneat the ceremony

In August SailTraining International Tall
Ships are coming to Blyth to begin a race to
Gothenburg. ‘WilliamsII’ will be proudly
flying the OGA pennant and wewill be on
the quayside and aboard her to spread the
word of the OGA.

DesOʼMearaNEAreaPresident
Photos: RonDobson
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Once more (is this tempting providence?)there
is good news from the North East!The sun is
out. The wind has backed and dropped a bit.
Perhaps summer has arrived?

The NE OGA ‘SmallShips & Tall Ships’
initiative waslaunched at the RYANE
Cruising Conference in March. Our modest
display attracted considerable interest, no
doubt in great part due to our distinguished
speaker,Tom Cunliffe. An encouraging
consequence has been a considerable rise in
enquiries (we ran out of leaflets)with a small
and steady increase in membership.

We continue to support the Blyth Tall Ship
‘Williams’expedition project being closely
involved in crew selection, recruitment and
traditional sail training. A real ‘high point’ was
the visit of HRH Sophie, Countess of Wessex.

TallShipsNorthSea Regatta

Severalmembers have volunteered for and are
presently undergoing training as Ship Liaison
Officers.The technical support centre for the
event is based at the Blyth Tall Ship Project
aboard our now renamed flagship ‘Williams II’.
The Blyth Community Maritime Festival,the
‘shore-based’part of the Regatta, will include a
displaypromoting the OGA.

Thanks in great part to the OGA JubileeYouth
Fund, to which manifold thanks aredue,
the NE Areahas been able to sponsor three
trainees aboard the ketch ‘Maybe’to sail the
Blyth - Gothenburg leg of the SailTraining
International North SeaRegatta. They will
continue aboard ‘Maybe’from Gothenburg
to Gosport as a training voyage.It is truly a
pleasure to acknowledgethe contributions of:
OGA Youth Fund; ‘Maybe’Sailing;OGA(NE)
members; RW Mann Trust & Sir JamesKnott
Memorial Trust, together with the trainees
themselves in ‘raising the wind’ for this trip.

NorthEast
Chair:Des O’Meara
Secretary:Jim Bell
email:nesec@oga.org.uk
web:www.oga.org.uk/areas/north-east

Our three lads are allBTS apprentices. They have
undertaken to participate in the BTS/’Williams’crew
training be agreeing to ‘cascadetheir knowledge and
experiencesin traditional sailing to other crew trainees.
We’reexpecting to receivecandid and as lurid as allowable
reports on their Scandinavian exploits!

Our NE report on p.50 in the March 2016 GaffersLog
includes more photos of the apprentices.

Jim Bell,NEAreaSecretary

Twoapprentices takeabreak

Helmsmanandengineer

Nameboards,designedandcarved byapprentice Joe Boothby

HRHSophie,CountessofWessexasksquestionsofJonnie Bell, seniorship-
wright (above) andenjoysa jokein theworkshop
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SouthWest
President:Peter Crook
Secretary:David Bewick
email:swsec@oga.org.uk

SouthWest Gaffersheld their Fitting-out Lunch
on 9 April. This washeld at the RoyalWestern YC
in Plymouth. This venue iswelllocated closeto
the centre of our Areaand an interesting place to
visit with its serious yachting pedigree includeing
the organisation and start of many long distance
ocean races.Not only that, the food is good and
the staff are alwaysattentive to our needs. Agroup
of 35met for our usual earlyseasonget-together
and wereable to have a good chat over lunch and
to shareour plans for 2016.

After lunch, wewereentertained by JonWelch’s
talk ‘FunnyThings happen at Sea’.Sinceretiring
after a distinguished career in the RoyalNavy, Jon
has obtained hisYachtmasterOffshore commercial
‘ticket’for both sail and power vessels. Jon gaveus
an interesting insight into ‘howthe other half lives’
with stories about his time as the skipper of a 30m
poweredsuper-yacht cruising the Mediterranean.

Time only allowedJon to scratch the surfaceof the tales
that he might have told us, though ashe is alsoone of the
skippers of the BrixhamSailingTrawler‘Vigilance’(p.10) and
is aLaunching Authority with theTorbay lifeboat. Our own
boating aspirationsmight be more modest than those of our
guest but weare all looking forward to a busy (and sunny!)
season ahead.

DavidBewick, SouthWestAreaSecretary
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Campbeltown Classicswasan enjoyable chance
to meet up with friends and members of the
sailing club, but sadly, only two boats were there,
‘Tantina II’ and ‘Naiad’.The weather had not
been in a good mood. ‘Tantina’came out of
the Isle of Bute’sshelter to be met by a nasty
southerly headwind. She turned about and spent
a comfortable night in the West Kyleof Bute,
setting off the followingmorning.

To carry the tide through the Sound of Luing,
‘Naiad’left her mooring at 0500 intending
to sail towardsGigha and around the Mull of
Kintyre. Receiving the weather forecast from
StornowayCoastguard with southerly winds
F5-6, occasional 7 and heavy rain forced a
change of plan. Heading towards the Dorus
Mor, weopted for the Crinan Canal. That most
beautiful shortcut is a real pleasure,although
more expensive, not only because of Canal dues
but also the attraction of enjoyinggood food
and drink ashore. Beingon my own, I arranged
a pilot to take lines and operate the locks.This
can now be organised through ‘The Yot Spot’
in Ardrishaig, based in the canal buildings with
chandlery and acilities for visitors.

Thursday waswindy and wet for the Canal
passagebut with shore assistancenot too taxing.
A night in the Canal basin at Ardrishaig allowed
the wind and rain to clear and we locked out on
a fine day with a westerly breeze.We set sails,
but by the time we reached the north of Arran
the wind died somotored south in Kilbrennan
Sound towards Campbeltown.
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Campbeltown

Scotland
President:Gordon Garman
Secretary:Neal Hill
email:scotsec@oga.org.uk

OnwardfromCampbeltown

Neal describesa short cruisefrom Campbeltown with the west of
Scotland at its best, even setting the cruising chute once.

‘Naiad’, now with crew, had a weekor so after Campbeltown
before returning to Oban by rounding two mulls, the Mull
of Kintyre and Isle of Mull. Rounding the first Mull is always
exciting. We were on spring tides so the streams would be
running strongly.With little wind the sea shouldn’tbe a
problem. We carried the west going tide close inshore to keep
clear of the worst of the overfalls.5 knots through the water
made over 11 knots over the ground aswe cleared the very
disturbed water off the head. A fine southerly breeze took us
to Islay for a night alongside the pontoon at Port Ellen. From
there, a passagethrough the Sound if Islay is made easyfor the
navigator by the distilleries having their names in large black
letters on white walls; a definite fix.

LochTarbert on Jura is the wildest and most remote loch
south of Ardnamurchean. It presents challenging pilotage
with many aboveand belowwater rocks to avoid. With the
pilot book in hand and visibility to spot the leadingmarks
it is, however, straightforward. The seriesof three pairs of
leading marks up on the hillsideswere established in 1960
by ‘Blondie’Hasler for the local estate. Avoiding all rocks
and hazards in the approach wepassed through the narrow
entrance of Cumhann Mor that leads to the Inner Loch
wherewe anchored for the night. Anyonewanting a further
pilotage challengecan go from here through Cumhann Beag,
although advice from the pilot is to survey first by dinghy. It
is narrow and not verydeep, with many shoal patches and
rocks. Marked by sixpairs of beacons put in place when the
first surveywascarried out in 1960, there are anchorages in
HalfwayAnchorage the Upper Loch.

A brilliant sail took us past Colonsay and the Torran Rocks,
another pilotage challenge until a fewyearsago when a
navigation buoy was established. Over the next few dayswe
visitedTinker’sHole, Sound of Iona, Staffa, Gometra, all in
good weather with light and variablebreezes.Around the
north of Mull we spent time in Loch Sunart at the pontoon at
SalenBay, then south in the Sound of Mull to Puilladobhrain
for a night before returning to the mooring in Loch Feochan.

NealHill,AreaSecretary, Scotland

Whatofthe futurefor theCampbeltownClassics?
It wouldbegoodtoseemoreboatsthere as
inpastyears.Thefacilities inthemarinaare
excellentandthereis thepossibility ofthe
cheaper optionbyarranging amooringat the
sailing club.Is Campbeltownthebest location?
It is viable forboatscomingfrombothsides
oftheIrish Sea andfromfurtheruptheClyde?
Weather canbeaproblemforsmaller boats
andforthosehavingtopassage in theNorth
ChanneloraroundtheMull ofKintyre. Could
there beanother venue thatwouldbemore
accessible formoreboats? If youhaveany
thoughtsorsuggestionsplease getin touch
withme.Itwill beapity if wecannotcontinue:
scotsec@oga.org.uk

S̒outh inthe SoundofMulltoPuilladobhrain anchorage̓ Photo:NealHill
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Noticeboard

SueLewis,Secretary
TheGMCis keentohear yourviews on
anyOGAmatters. Contactmeby
email: secretary@oga.org.uk
post: TheDolphinHouse,7,ChurchStreet,

Harwich, Essex,CO123DS

Elections forOfficersoftheAssociation
Elections will beheldat the2017AGMforOfficers comingto
theendoftheir termofoffice,namelythePresident, theEditor
oftheGaffersLogandtheOnlineEditor(thelatter twoposi-
tionscurrently heldbythesameperson).
AsperourRule7,nominationsfortheelection ofOfficersmay
besubmittedbyanyMemberoftheAssociation andmustbe
receivedbytheSecretary 10weeksbeforetheAGM.
Thedeadline fornominationsis therefore
Saturday 5November2016

Volunteers,can youhelp?
We are alwaysreminding members of the
importance of volunteers to the effective
running of the Association.Currently
volunteers are being sought to help run the
Youth Fund, to help set up a good solid list
of Members’benefits and to assistAreas
with the on-going updating of our Facebook
pages.For more information contact:
secretary@oga.org.uk

MaritimeHeritageTrust
Our newOGArepresentativeon the board
of theMaritime Heritage Trust is Brian
Corbett pictured sailing‘Winifred’below.
The Maritime Heritage Trust wasformed
from an amalgamation ofThe MaritimeTrust
and Heritage Afloatwith the aim to preserve
Maritime Heritage in the UK:
www.maritimeheritage.org.uk

The OGA isa member of the Trust and at
our AGM in January the OGA reinforcedour
commitment to supporting this organisation
and weappealed for a volunteer to take over
fromMikeWarren, Solentmember, who for
many yearshas represented us on its board.
BrianCorbett, who participatesin the OGA
in North Wales,Scotland and Solent Areas,
has kindly agreed to take over this role and we
look forward to reports from him on issuesand
initiativesthat touch on traditional rig sailing,
our particular heritage interest.Aheartfelt thank
you toMikeWarren for thework he has done
on behalf of the OGA in this role. It is only
thanks to members volunteering to take on
these tasksthat the OGA can thrive asit does.

Noticeboard
55thAnniversary 16-18August2018
Forour55thanniversary weare planningabiggathering
onandaroundtheIsle ofWight.NotaFestival aswedid
in2013butthistimeasailing event forall Areastojoin in.

AllAreashavebeenchallenged tolookathowthey can
encourageparticipation fromtheirMemberswhether it
bebysea intheir owncruisingboat,byroadwiththeir
trailable boat,byorganisingtochartera gaffer inthe
AreaforMembers,ortocomeandstay inthe area (in
reasonably priced accommodation)andmakeuseof
someoftheboatswhichwill beavailable forsailing.

Youwon̓t have your2018diary yet, butmakea noteof
the date: 16-18August2018.

AskyourArea committeewhat they are proposing-or
contributeyourownideas.

OGAClass dinghy
Aproposalis beingconsidered tohave
ourownOGAclass dinghydesign, offering
memberstheopportunitytobuild their
owngaff-riggeddinghyandalso to
participate inclass races.We̓ ll havemore
informationaboutthis in thenextissue.

YouthFundupdate
The NIOGA Youth event at Portaferry wasa huge success.
Seethe report on p36.

We have receivedtwo new applications for funding.

The NE Areahas been granted a contribution of £510
from the Youth Fund towards a 14 day training voyage
for 3 young apprentices (aged 24 - 27) as part of the Blyth
‘SmallShips and Tall Ships’ initiative. Detailed costings were
presented showingcontribution to funding by the NE Area,
bursaries from the JamesMyatt Trust and contributions
from the trainees. The vesselconcerned is ‘TSMaybe’, a
1929 gaff-riggedsailingketch and NEOGA member run by
Maybe Sailing,a non-profit sail training organisation.

The EC Areahas been granted a contribution of £160
from the Youth Fund towards a taster sailing day for 4 Sea
Scouts on ‘Sallie’,a 1907 gaff rigged fishing smack and
ECOGA member run by the Sea-ChangeSailingTrust.
Participants will be from the West Mersea SeaScouts and
will be nominated by scout leadersfor their suitability. They
will participate in the East Coast’sannual race on 30 July.
Detailed costings wereprovided including match funding of
£160 being provided by Teamac Paints sponsors of this year’s
East Coast Youth Sailing Programme (of which this event is
the first).

Goodnews forGaffer Real Alefans
Forthe first time,bypopularrequest,the
January AGMoftheAssociationis totake
place inaWetherspoonsPubwitha selection
ofreal ales ontap.Whilst drinkingbeeris
nottheobject oftheexercise, what couldbe
better after ashortmeetingtocatch upon
Associationnews thanarefreshingpintwith
gafferfriends?

OGAAGMSaturday 14January 2017
Wetherspoons,TheLedgerBuilding
4Hertsmere Rd,LondonE144AL

Meeting 4pmfollowed byself-order baranddinner.

FMQsaboutthePhotocompetition
FMQs Frequentlymuttered questions about the OGA Photo
competition:

Whycan̓t I sendmyphotoinbypost?
Becauseour competition is run by a hard-working volunteer who
only has a small letterbox.

Becausewe have taken some trouble to automate the system for
easeand we think you, and not we, should label, caption and
credit your image.

Will I havetoresizemyimage?
Sorry, yesyou may have to do this if your camera is set to take
really large images, but help is at hand - instructions are provided.

WhydoIhave to l̒ogin̓ toenter?
Simple answer is because it’s for members only (though there are
no doubt other security reasonswhy you haveto log in to upload
imagesand enter the competition).

WhyshouldIbothergettingthehangofthisprocess?
Becauseyou’reworth it! Well your photos are. Share your unique
viewof gaffering in 2016 with other members. They’ll form part
of our archive and you may seethem in print in the Log.

And you maywin something!There are brilliant book prizes to
be won - carefully chosen to be something you’llbe pleased to
receive. Just ask last year’swinners...

(And by the way also because once you’vegot the hang of logging
in you’llalso be able to edit your boat on the Boat Register).
Checkoutpage19andthe OGAwebsite
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OGAclothing range
When ordering clothing make sure you specifywhich
OGA design you want and whether you would like your
boat name or any other text added. Order online via our
own website, by email or by phone.

Polycottonpolos
Men’s, ladies’and children’spique polo (poly cotton
65/35), ‘Fruit of the Loom’ in fivecolours:
navy, red, sky (light blue), white and heather (grey)
XSthrough 4XL
Men’s:£16, Ladies: £15, Children’s: £12

100%cottonpolos
All cotton polo shirts, men’sand women’ssizesbut not
children’s in a range of colours:
black, bottle green, navy, red, royal blue or white
XSthrough 4XL: £20

Fleeces
Men’s, ladies’and children’s zip-through fleece(100%
polyester) ‘Fruit of the Loom’ in a range of colours:
navy, red and bottle green
Men’s:£28, Ladies’:£28, Children’s: £19

Smocks
Breton Red or Navy, V-Neck or crewneck
Small and medium: £25
Large, X-Large and XX-Large:£30

Baseballcaps
Colours as for cotton polo shirts: £12

Allprices include embroidery and VAT, but not P+P.

OGAMerchandise: Clothing

www.oga.org.uk/shop
fora link toall onlineordering
orderbyemaildirectly fromsuppliers
sales@blackjackdesign.com
phoneSuzanneforclothing
+44(0)1621 786686

Addyourboat nameand/orsail numberbelow theOGA
designina choice offontsandstyles:
A̒LLCAPITALS̓, U̒pperandLowerCase̓ or l̒ower case̓
inachoice of b̒lockletters̓ or s̒cript̓ .

Logo 1 with two boats:
On lighter coloured shirts ‘OGA’willbe
embroidered in navy blue (or as you specify)and
on the white polo the larger boat in the logo will
be embroidered in cream.

Logo 2 with single sailplan only: Embroidered in
white on dark coloured shirts and navy blue on
white shirts (or as you specify).

Burgees&Flags, Booksetc.
Burgees and flagscan be ordered
directly from the suppliers. Please
use the updated details on the left
or on the OGA website.Orders
are made as required so you do
need to think about them when
planning your cruise, rather than
just before you leave!

MembersoutsidetheUK should
orderburgees& flagsbyphone
oremail, directlyfromKirstie.
Order OGA merchandise listed
below from Marion Shirley by email,
phone or the OGA website.

Payment is by cheque, or PayPalvia
the website
www.oga.org.uk/shop
All prices include postage and
packing to UK addresses.

Books
‘Conserving Historic Vessels’£25.00
‘SailingGaffers’£23.00

Small items
OGA tie £9
OGA enamel lapel badge £6.00
OGA plaque £21.00
(engravedwith boat name/number)
OGA teatowel£5

www.oga.org.uk/shop
toorderonlinewithPayPal
email
merchandise@oga.org.uk
phoneMarionShirley
+44(0)2381787148or
+44(0)7748218444

OGABurgees &Flags
orderbyemaildirectly fromsuppliers
kirstie@flagmakers.co.uk
phoneKirstie forflags &burgees
+44(0)1494 783938
OGAburgee(triangular)
12” £16.20
15” £17.56
18” £20.26
24” £22.96
30” £25.66
OGAflag (rectangular)
12” £33.76
15” £40.64
18” £47.62
24” £56.70
30” £68.86

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTSFROMBLOOMSBURYPUBLISHING
Tosave 25% onBloomsburybooks,simplyenter codeʻOGA25̓at theonlinecheckout:

www.bloomsbury.com/nautical
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MEMBERS̓ BOATSFORSALE: www.oga.org.uk/boats-for-sale
OGAmembers̓ advertsfor boatsare also available tobrowseonline.Visit thewebsite formoreinformationaboutboats
advertised hereandformoreboatsnotincluded inGaffers Log.Advertisingonline is abenefit ofOGAmembership.

White Moth:reduced to£18,000
1903 32’ gaff ketch built and owned by WykehamMartin. This is a unique
classicyacht in excellent condition. After 16 yearsof ownership, a change
in family circumstancesmeans that ‘White Moth’ urgently needs a new
owner. Providescomfortable accommodation for two with 5’9” headroom
in varnished wood cabin. Taylors cooker, hot and cold water from calorifier,
BabyBlake heads. Large forepeak space could be reorganised to provide
extended accommodation. Lister-Petter 20hp diesel engine, 2x40 litre
fuel tanks, over 100 nmiles range. Designed by John Pain Clark. Major
professionalrestoration undertaken in 1980s. Lying at Queenborough, Kent.

Graham Mason: +44 (0)1795 662143

Chickpea: €13,500/£10,000ono
Beautiful fast gaff cutter, one of only two built in GRP from amould taken
from a Victorian gentleman’syacht. 30’ on deck plus 6’ bowsprit. Beam
8’2”. Draft 4’7”. Deep keel. Solid spruce mast, boom and gaff. Stainless
steel standing rigging. Cabin fitted out for cruising, with standing room,
one double and two single berths, two-ring cooker, sink, heads etc. Yanmar
1GM10 engine. Two 12V batteries. Stainlesssteel tanks. Two independent
Garmin GPS systems,depth sounder, log, electronic masthead anemometer/
wind angle indicator, DSC VHF. Autohelm. Plastimo inflatable dinghy.
Recent surveyavailable.Currently moored Howth, Dublin.

Paul Holden: pholden@dublin.com|+35387 2679860

Romilda: reduced to£39,950
Classic ‘one-off’ gaffcutter with remarkable history. Built 1897 by James
McKane, Guernsey, as a monumental stone carrier, converted by Camper &
Nicholson to a ‘gentleman’syacht’,1926. Solid build, pitch pine on oak, she
has a period ‘feel’,varnished mahogany, spacious interior, full headroom, 7
berths. Suitable as a liveaboard, she’svery stable & comfortable in a blow.
36’ on deck with 16’ bowsprit, 12’6 beam, 5’6 draft.
Major 6-year refit carried out by shipwright, Ken Stocks, to include (all new):
Norway sprucemast, standing & running rigging, cockpit with full canvas
cover, galleywith 30l Taylors cooker, pilot berth, floors, keel bolts, fuel &
water tanks, calorifier, electrics,Raymarine radar, chart plotter, tridata display
(speed/depth/temperature), Icom VHF radio, Garmin GPS, 3x batteries,
Centaur charger, Webasto 3.5 Kwheater. BMC 2.2 engine complete overhaul
in 2014. Lewmarwinches and numerous sails,Wykeham-Martin R.R
headsail. Based Grimsby.

Marie Stocks: 07947615352 | marieossett@gmail.com

Punka: £9,950
‘Punka’is one of the last Bursledon built Memorys, a lovelyboat with many
extras. She’sgreat for overnight trips and set up for simple single-handed
sailing.With two berths below, she is the cabin version with an extensive
inventory included in the sale. Allat less than 25% of the price of new.

David Shannon: david.shannon@opmg.co.uk

Reverie M:reducedto£2,500
23’ Falmouth workboat, ferro-cement gaff cutter, sails really nicely. Sale
includes echosounder, compass, two anchors, spare sailsand ply dinghy
which fits on coachroof. Refit almost complete, a weekmore work should see
her ready to relaunch. Utile cabin sides, ply deck, epoxy and glasssheathed.
Seagulloutboard, 1” sterntube fitted but no shaft. Vire 6hp plus two-
bladed prop if wanted. Hull taken down to cement and epoxyand two-part
polyurethane coated, lead in side ballast and ashore on yard trailer. Only for
sale as I’vesuffered a badly broken leg. AshoreArlesford Creek, Essex.

Michael O’Sullivan:+44 (0)7913 102662 or +44 (0)1206 790429

pbo.co.uk/11GF
0330 333 1113

GREAT SAVINGS
WHE N YOU SUB S CRIB E TO PBO TODAY

Offeropentonewsubscribersonly.Pleaseallowuptosixweeksfordeliveryofyourfirstsubscriptionissue(uptoeightweeksoverseas).Offercloses31stDecember2016.Forfulltermsandconditions,visitwww.magazinesdirect.com/terms.Forenquiriesandoverseasratesplease
call:+443303334333(LinesareopenMonday-Friday,8:30am-5:30pmUKtimeex.BankHolidays)ore-mail:help@magazinesdirect.com.Callsto0330numberswillbechargedatnomorethananationallandlinecall,andmaybeincludedinyourphoneproviderscallbundle.

UK One year Offer

EU One year Offer

UK Direct Debit Offer

Full price Offer Price % Discount

£61.20

£30.60

€117.50

£41.49

£18.99

€87.99

32%

37%

25%

Quote code 11GF
7 days a week from 8am to 9pm (UK time) Overseas: +44 330 333 1113

Get every issue
home delivered and

pay less than at the
newsagent!

Ratsey &Lapthorn(Cowes) Ltd. arepleased toofferOGAmembers10% discountonall newsail orders.
Contactusnowforapersonalappraisal.

SAILMAKINGSINCE 1790
Unit14,SomertonWorks,
SomertonIndustrial Park,
Cowes,Isle ofWight,PO31
8PB, UnitedKingdom

www.ratseysails.co.uk
+44(0)1983 294051
ratseysails@ratsey.com
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SusanJ: £47,500
Heard 28 Falmouth Workboat hull, built by Gaffersand Luggers1991,
fitted out by Traditional Yacht Services,Isle of Wight. One previous owner,
sleepsfive.Sale includes extensive list of Raymarine instruments chartplotter/
radar. VHF Navtex and more. Well equipped for cruising. GRP hull, ply
covereddeck, teak superstructure with painted Brazilianmahogany coachouse
sides. PerkinsParama 30hp three cylinder diesel engine, fresh water cooled.
LOD 28’, LWL 26.6’, Draft 5.3’, LOA41’, Beam9.9’ We have had ‘Susan
J’ since 1999, finding her to be a very fast and stable cruising boat. With
two or four people she’scomfortable for a boat only 28’. ‘Susan J’ is a one
off, built to a high standard, in verygood order, major refit 2002 and well
maintained by professionalson an annual basis.Wintered ashore everyyear,
the professionallyfinished interior certainly makes this boat top of the list if
you are looking for amodern boat with traditional styling and rig.

Dan Shaw: +44 (0)7985 278668 | sailingsusanj@gmail.com

Petranella: reducedto£6,750
Oysterman 16 gaff cutter built Bar Creek Yacht Station, 1979. Two berth
cabin version, spirit stove, portapotti loo, Lombardini 8/10 hp diesel inboard
engine (rebuilt 2014), full suit of sails including jack yard topsail. All in good
order and fully equipped for cruising inc. Zodiac inflatable. Lying ashore
RiverVilaine, South Brittany. Vendor can make all arrangements for road
transport to UK if required.

Adrian Sharpe: +44 (0)777 1993610 | adriand.sharpe@talktalk.net

Masquerade: reduced to£16,950
Rugged go-anywhere shallowdraft East Coast cruising boat, Bruce Roberts
‘Spray28’ gaff cutter built on GRP hull from Humber Boat BuildersLtd.,
1997. Largegalley& nav area.Three full length berths in two cabins. Hull
underwater epoxiedfrom new. LOD 9.4m, Beam 3.20m, Draft 1.00m LOA
11.30m Displ. 6.5 tons. Hollow Douglas Fir bowsprit. Alloymast, boom and
gaff by Sailspar, re-circulating ball gaff saddle, external track for topsail, and
roller furling on jib, all for easysingle-handing. Jib #1 & #2, reefing staysail,
main & topsail by GayleHeard, Ford XLD 1.6, PRM gearbox, halyard shaft
seal, 3-blade prop. Stainlessdiesel and water tanks. Navico log/depth, Garmin
128, ICOM vhf/DSC, Entel 640 h/h, NavicoTP32, Balmarcharge regulator,
twin 110Ah batteries. Favershamstove, SMEV hob/oven, double sink,
Jabsco+ hand basin in heads. Part 1 registration renewal due Nov 2016. Sale
includes fittings, equipment, spares,GRP tender & heavy-dutywinter cover.
In commission, lying afloat Maldon, Essex.

Richard Negus: +44(0)1673 818 009 | nortonoldbarn@hotmail.co.uk

Ruby:reduced to£2,950
Built 1910, ‘Ruby’is a classichalf-decker. LOA 22’6” Beam 5’5”Draft 3’
she is built in pitch pine on oak, carvelconstruction. With her classiclong
4cwt lead keel she’sa very stable dayboat. Extensively restored in 2004-6.
Cream Dacron Gowen sails in excellent condition. Raymarine Echosounder.
Currently ashore near Colchester on a trailer.

Peter Rowe: +44 (0)7941 496028 | p.w.rowe@talk21.com

Bona
Fishing no. LO178, Thames Bawley,built byAldous of Brightlingsea, 1903.
LOA: 35’Beam: 13’ Engine: marinised Peugeot XLD 50hp. Twin hydraulic
folding props. Good sailwardrobe. 9 berths. SMEV ovenwith 4 burners and
grill. Heads with shower. Log burner/dual fuel stovewith back boiler. Fridge.
Previouslyused for charter, licensed for 10 guests. Standing rigging replaced
2015. LyingTitchmarsh Marina, Essex.

Jayne Smith: +44 (0)1206 322878 | jaynesmith178@yahoo.co.uk

Jaunty: £3,200
Reluctantly offered for sale due to ill health. Built over a period of ten yearsby
first owner. Oak carvel planking on oak frames and steamed timbers fastened
with copper. Many period features including two berth varnishedmahogany
cabin, gimbled double Primus stove in alloy frame, BabyBlake toilet in
forepeak, oil lit main compass light and beautifully designed navigation desk.
Full set of coastal charts and VHF Plastimo zob radio. Factory reconditioned
RCADolphin Mark 7 auxillary engine installed 2007. Last surveyfound
‘Jaunty’to be in an overall structurally sound condition, defects have been
attended to by last two owners. Sale includes wav-echo dinghy complete in
holdall, cockpit cover, coastal flarepack, Bruce anchor, fenders, warps and
purpose built wooden c radle. Smugglers Cove Boatyard Fron Goch
Aberdyfi.

Giles:+44 (0)7950 260930 or David Pugh: +44 (0)1904 791281

Morwenna: reduced to£28,000
Heard 28 Falmouth Work Boat. Gaff cutter, built Mylor 1988 GRP 28’
LOD, 5’Draught, Lifting Bowsprit,Yanmar 3GM rebuilt 2011. 2 sets of
sails,4 berths, toilet, 2 gas burner hob, grill and oven. DieselDickinson
gravity fed heater, GPS,VHF depth/speed repeater, solar panel other items.
Well maintained. 2013 stripped and repainted deck/top sides, replaced cap
rail. Lying Cowes, Isleof Wight.

Richard Baggett: +44 (0)0776 4633688 | richard.baggett@uksa.org

Arriana: £29,000
Tamarisk 29 based on the Falmouth Quay Punt. Three owners since she was
built, 1981. Four berths plus a day berth for lounging. Engine Bukh 36 hp
three cylinders. New prop and shaft 2008. New mast 2014. Lifting bowsprit.
New sailsby Mark Butler 2009. Sparemain, storm jib, storm main, genoa
staysail.Headsails on Wykeham Martin gear. Hot water. Enclosed heads and
shower just inside companionway. Gas two ring hob and grill. 240 volt cooker
for alongside. 4 anchors. Dinghy. Auto pilot. Basedat SwaleMarina.

Michael Forward: MichaelForwood@homeatlonglast.fsnet.co.uk

Calypso: £7,500
Winner of Bermudan classOGA Solent 50th celebrations. A beautiful 18’
Bermudan cutter, 3/4 rig. Built by Ponsharden Shipyard, Falmouth 1930s,
reputedly designedby Warrington Smyth. Carvel construction, pitch pine on
oak, copper fastened, lead keel. Draft is 4’2” and she sailslike a dream. 12hp
Dolphin direct drive engine. SSRregistered. Accommodation limited for
extended cruising, two berths (one settee, one comfortable pipe cot - both 6
foot) but she’scarried her owners safelyover many cruises betweenWeymouth
and Eastbourne. Saleincludes everything - right down to the cutlery and
crockery - as well as more essential bits like radio, gps, etc.!

Julia Richards: +44 (0)1983 241090 | jrichards@onwight.net

MrsMouse:£19,950
Oysterman 22’ gaff cutter built 1987 has long keel, hull colour maroon, 2
cylinderNanni engine, lyingin Sutton Harbour Marina, Plymouth.

Graham Kerr: +44 (0)7741 496850| graham.kerr11@btinternet.com

Dusmarie:anyreasonableoffers
Oyster smack, built Brightlingsea 1884 byAldous & Sons. She ismuch
travelled (Baltic,North Sea,Mediterranean and many Tall Ships races)
skippered by AstridDixon, often with an all-femalecrew.On the National
Register of Historic Vessels,2006 judged no. 23 of 250 British Classicsby
ClassicBoat Magazine. Current owner reluctantly and becauseof advancing
yearsand grandchildren, is seekingthe next steward to sail and enjoy this
unique piece of EastCoast maritime history (for more information ref. p.42).

Richard Howe: howerichard@yahoo.com
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Marie Louise: £14,500ono
LOA22’, LOD 16’, Beam6’, Draft 3’, Displacement 1500kgm, Sail
Areaworking 276 sq.ft., off-wind 490 sq.ft. Designed & built Paul
Gartside, 1978. Glued double diagonal mahogany, a beautifully presented
Oysterman progressivelyrestored to high standard. Cutter rig with jackyard
topsail, Wykeham-Martin furling, slab reefing, all hollow spars, Noble.
Nanni10hpdiesel (2009) 300hrs as new. Recent tan sails, standing rig SK98
Dyneema, Spectra and Dyneema. Raymarine Plotter, log/echosounder, VHF.
Epoxybottom & encapsulated lead ballast (900kgs). Sprayhood, cockpit
cushions, winter cover, sea-legs.Regular winner in OGA events. Set up for
single-handed sailing. A joy to sail with impressive light weather performance.

Mike Lucas: +44 (0)7717 885435 | mike@mikelucas.info

HeavyTerylenehandstitched trysail with leather edging:£150
This sail is hand stitched in heavy terylene with leather anti-chafe edging at
eyelets. It wasmade by my father, a sailmaker at Ratsey and Lapthorn from
apprenticeship to retirement. Made for our 30’ gaff cutter ‘Nerak’,it was
never used in anger and has been stored in our loft for quite a fewyearssince
selling the boat. 13’11” luff, 10’5” foot and 18’3” leech, approx. 73 sq. ft.
Eight lacing holes on luff, with eye spliced lanyards. Sail in excellent condition
but some marks from storage. Brass eyelets, sound but signs of verdigris.

Tom Richards: +44 (0)1983 241090

Scala Nimbata:£4,750
Length 5m/16’ Beam1.3m/51” Draft 0.2m/8”. Komodo classsailing skiff.
Single loose footed sail carried on long carbon fibre spar almost like a lateen
sail, enabling the boat to be rowedwith sail set without the risk of being
injured by a boom. Un-stayed mast, designed to fit Thames bridges, also in
carbon fibre. Short tacking is practical with the spar remaining to windward
of the mast. Construction cedar strip planking plus glassfabric and epoxy
coating. Built in buoyancy lockersbow and stern.

Pat Hobbs: +44 (0)1189 402329 | mail@pat-hobbs.co.uk

La Louve:€23,000
A superb little cutter built in Carantec by Sibril, 1963. Her third owner, in
common with those before him, have maintained her in superb condition,
undertaking excellentrestoration work. Sheneeds nothing more than
navigation to provide a new owner with great pleasure!Lying Bretagne -
Finistére. Full details and photos on YachtsClassiqueswebsite.
Contact: gwen-bleiz@laposte.net

Egret:offers invited
AHiglander 18 design by SelwayFisher Design, 2000. She’sbeautifully built
to a veryhigh standard in ply+epoxy, to a slightlymodified design, under Paul
Fisher’sguidance, with a conventional stem, rather than the standard ‘blunt’
stem, and with the cuddy lowered and shortened for appearance and a raisable
coverwith sitting headroom. ‘Veryhigh standard’ includes a barley-twistmast
support and a marquetry inlay in the thwart. She sailsreallywell. For sale
mostly because we have ‘Galatea’and don’t need a second boat.
Gordon Scott: gordon@gscott.co.uk

Roma:£15,000ono
Averypretty gaff cutter, with nice sized cockpit and 2 berths. Since 2002 she
has had a newmast, boom and bowsprit, new sailsand new inboard Yanmar
10 engine. She is kept on the Hamble River. Phone for more information.
Mike & JessicaWarren: +44 (0)1962 712529 | mwroma@hotmail.co.uk

TAJ: £3,500inc. trailer
Abeautiful boat, sails like a dream. Fibreglasshull made from mould of
original clinker-built dinghy dating back to 1955. Fitted out with wooden
trim by master shipwright Alan Williams at St Osyth. Approx. length
(excluding bowsprit): 12’Beam: 5’. A standing lug rig, where neither
boom nor gaff are rigidly fixed to the mast, but lashed in place. I will give
instructions on how to rig the boat if needed. Sails by Jimmy Lawrenceat
Brightlingsea. Built-in buoyancy tanks fore and aft, plus foam buoyancy under
the seats. Sale includes road trailer with lighting assembly(bring your own
number plate – or deliverycan be arranged), plus odds and ends such as cover,
anchor, bailing bucket, paddle and rowlocks. ‘TAJ’has recently had some
small repairs and a coat of paint.

Richard Berthoud: +44 (0)1255 820878 | berthoudrichard@gmail.com

Boatybits forsale
Collars Built mast 18 months old built for an Itchen Ferry Smack. 26’ 8”
long, 11” circ. at mast head, 15” circ. at hounds, 18” circ 3’ up from keel and
tapers to 4.5” square at keel mortise
Bowsprit - 15’ 8” long with 3.75” square
Main Boom - 14’ 10” long Gaff Boom - 12’ 4” long: £1500 ono
Sailsto fit above, Main, Jib and Fore: £500.00 ono
Running riggingwith Tufnol blocks if required: price on application
Approx. 500kg lead ballast in handy ingots: price on applicationBarry
Marshall: +44 (0)2380 444563 | barry.marshall52@talktalk.net

Majala: £45,000ono
LOA40’, LOD 28’, Beam10’, Draft 5’, Displacement 8,200 kg. Built
1989, Martin Heard. Heavy displacement, long keelgaff cutter maintained
to highest possible standard. Comprehensive professional refit completed
2014, including topsides repainted dark blue and epoxy/copper coat applied
to bottom. Raymarine electronics12” chart plotter, Evoautopilot, new
MaxpowerCT80 bow thruster, LofransCayman power windlass.Beta 35hp
engine, re-caulked teak decks etc. Full rewire, four new batteries, Sterling
charger. Fully optimised topsail with Karver furling. Powerwindlass set up
for lifting bowsprit and for bosun chair activity. With self-tailwinches and
efficient slab reefing, this traditional gaffer can be sailed single handed with
confidence.Cockpit converted to self-drain, with sump and auto-pump.

Mike Lucas: +44 (0)7717 885435 | mike@mikelucas.info

SouthamptonBoat Show 16-25September, 2016
For tickets on any day, including PreviewDay ticket offer £11.00
When ordering, quote OGA promotional code: JG1
www.southamptonboatshow.com
0844 776 7766

Youngsters15 years or under go free (up to two per accompanying adult)
provided tickets for them are requestedwhen ordering adult tickets.

A single transaction fee of £1.95 applies whether ordering one or any greater
number of tickets.

GROUP ORDERS of 10 or more tickets (at the same£11.00 price) can
now be ordered by telephone OR via the website using the JG1 Code.

WEBSITE STEP–BY–STEP
BOOKINGPROCEDURE
Click on ‘BUYTICKETS’ at top/
right of homepage.

Enter & submit Promotional Code
JG1 which brings up a pagewith the
days of the show listed.

Clicking on the anticipated day
of your visit brings up the ticket
ordering sequence which is
straightforward to follow.

Telephone booking calls are
charged at 5p per minute from a
BT landline. Charges from other
suppliers may vary.

Offer cannot be used in association
with any other offer.

Standard terms are availableon the
Southampton Boat Showwebsite/
Visiting/Terms-and-Conditions.
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OGAonline andinprint
Find theOGAonline
www.oga.org.uk
www.sailing-by.org.uk
ContacttheEditor
log@oga.org.uk

ContacttheBoat Register Editor
boatregister@oga.org.uk

Browse theonlineBoatRegister
www.oga.org.uk/register-home

LoggingontotheOGAwebsite

Onyourfirst visit, orif you̓veforgottenyour
password,gototheʻMemberlogin̓ and R̒equest
access̓ tabsthenenteryouremailaddress. If
youknowyourusernameandpassword, goto
ʻMemberlogin̓ and L̒ogin̓.

Whenyouloginyouwill seeʻMy account̓ with
links toyourownboat(s), if youhaveone.If you
haveanyproblems,orcannotsee yourown
boat(s) toedit,please contactus. Publishedboats
display a d̒efault̓ photountil youuploadone(or
more)withcopyrightcredits andcaptions.
Advertising: Gaffers Log/online
Members̓ boatadvertsare available forbrowsing
ontheOGAwebsite, if they are held in theOGA
onlineBoat Register.
All adverts inprint andonlineare placed ingood
faith. Neither theOGAEditor, norOGA,shall be
heldresponsible forcontentoraccuracy. Non-
commercial advertising is free toOGAMembers.
Otheradvertsmaybeplaced, fora fee,in Gaffers
LogattheEditor̓s discretion.
Thereis noadvertising, apart frommembers̓
boats, ontheOGAwebsite.

Deadlines forcontributions
Send copy,photos,forsale itemsandother
articles for theAutumn2016LogtotheGaffers
LogEditor by21October2016:log@oga.org.uk

SendBoats forSale, reports,events,features and
news forpublishingonthewebsite anytime!

BoatRegister
SinceApril 2016 when the Boat Register was
opened for public browsing there has been much
more activityand interest in the boat records. More
Members have sent details of boats so they can be
included in this unique record of gaffrigged craft.
More information and photographs have been
added to the boat’s records from a range of sources.

AreaCommittees can find racing handicaps for a
boat from another Areajoining their race. Find the
boat on the Boat Register and select ‘Rig and Sails’.
If all the data necessaryto calculate a handicap has
been given, the racingT(H)CF will be displayed.
However boats do change. It is worth looking
carefullyat the data to check the measurements.

I urge you to check your boat’sdetails and let me
know if you havedifficulty in updating her records.
Please let me know if you sell your boat, or if you
buy another, so I can keep the ownership records
for eachboat up to date. Remember it is only OGA
members who are logged in that will be able to see
ownership details of boats.

Pat Dawson,Boat Register Editor
www.oga.org.uk/register-home

AssociationandAreawebsites
The Association and Areawebsitescarry up-to-date
information about forthcoming events, including
registration forms and contact details for the
organisers. There is a new ‘Search’option so we
hope it’s easier to find what you’relooking for. Over
1,000 boats are now availablefor public browsing
and there is a growingnumber of reports and photo
galleries from around the Areas.Pleasehelp your
Editors by sending race results, historic ‘snippets’
for ‘Sailingby’, cruising logs and reports. These will
be published online to complement the illustrated
articles in Gaffers Log. For those who use Facebook,
there are several lively pages to follow and ‘Like’.

Beverley Daley-Yates,OGAEditor(Logandonline):
www.oga.org.uk |www.sailing-by.org.uk
Jessica Warren,SolentArea:
www.oga.org.uk/solent
RichardGiles,Alison&Julian Cable,ECArea:
www.oga.org.uk/eastcoast

Order online or come and visit our new chandlery
at Suffolk Yacht Harbour on the east coast.

Telephone: 01394 380390 or 01473 659394 | Email: info@classicmarine.co.uk | www.classicmarine.co.uk

ClassicMarine, Suffolk Yacht Harbour, Levington, Ipswich, Suffolk, United Kingdom IP10 0LN

Main image : Photography Credit: Gill Moon | Smaller Images Photography Credit: Emily Harris

Traditional equipment for classic boats.

GAFF RIG TUTORIALS
Traditional Seamanship Training

Aboard the traditional 18 ton Colchester fishing smack Sallie CK224
built in 1907 by Aldous of Brightlingsea and still engineless

Licensed by the Maritime and Coastguard Agency

Member of the Association of Sail Training Organisations

We are proud to be working with the OGA, Sea Scouts and youth
groups

Weekend
residentials for
adults and young

people

Sail in groups of 4
fromMaldon, Essex

Personal tuition
available

Safety equipment
and waterproofs

provided

Fees from £50 day,
bursaries available

SEA-CHANGE SAILING TRUST

Downs Road Boatyard
Maldon
Essex

CM9 5HG

seachangesailingtrust.org.uk

01621 840982

Charity no. 1125958



ʻWorkingYacht1̓ underway duringtheCocko̓ theBristol ChannelRace, 2016Photo:VivHead


