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In selectingphotos for the Log, criteria include
subject matter and composition, range of vessels
and variety of our sailing grounds. The ‘portrait’
format is a constraint for the cover image. After
shortlisting, the final decision restswith whether
the photos are of high enough resolution to print.
Members may be surprised that the selection
process, sadly, often leavesus with fewphotos to
choose from. Like many Editors before me, I call
on Members to take your camerawith you and
send in some photos! Look at p.14 for details of the
2017 OGA Photo Competition and look back in
past issuesof Gaffers Log for hints on photography
by our Competition organiser,Mike Garlick.

Severalcontributions for this issue show strong
‘connections’ between our Areas.Campbeltown
attracted members from the East Coast, N Ireland
and N Wales.Harwich to Helford being too far
to sail, EC members trailed ‘PapaLittle’ to join
SW gaffersand at least one Solent member sailed
to Falmouth. Despite the gales, the Dutch arrived
in Chatham and although EasyJetfailed to fly our
President there, members from N Wales joined
NIOGA for Portaferry Sailsand Sounds.

After ten years ashore, ‘Cachalot’ is due to be
launched in July. I must send GaffersLog to the
printer and return to Suffolkpost haste!
www.cachalot.org.uk

Beverley Daley-Yates,Editor (Logandonline)

Since March there’s been everything from gale force
storms to blistering sunshine without a breath of
wind, with obvious impact on early summer events.
There were raceswhere boats drifted on glassycalm
seas, capsizesand challenging decisions for Race
Officers. Nevertheless, this issue is packed with
reports of activities from all OGA Areasincluding
races, rallies, cruising logs, restorations and parties,
illustrated throughout with some great photographs.
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FromtheQuarterdeck

I have just returned from the South West Area
where I attended the Falmouth Classicsand
then the OGA Helford River Rally.Falmouth
Classicsis organised by our member Don
Garman and severalof the boats were OGA.
It coincides with the Shanty Festivaland
Falmouth wasbuzzing. The Helford River
event followsimmediately on the Monday and
Tuesdayand 19 boats attended including some
from the East Coast and Solent Areas.The
weather washot, the scenerywasstunning and
the company excellent.

I had two more events on my itinerary,
Portaferry and the Norfolk Gathering of the
Trailer Section. Unfortunately EasyJetcancelled
my flight four hours before take-off and could
not provide mewith any alternative before
Portaferry was over so I didn’t get there; think
about that if you are planning a trip. After
Norfolk I will be doing events on ‘Witch’ for
the rest of the season.

On p.16 you will find a letter from Gary Lyons,
the Northern Ireland President.He laysout his
reasons for wanting to change the name of the
Association from ‘OGA - The association for
gaff rigged sailing’,that wasadopted in 2013,
to something else that omits any reference to
the word ‘Old’. AsI have travelled round the
country I have spoken to people and I have
heard varying opinions. This is a suggestion
with far-reaching implications and I urge you to
communicate your views to your AreaSecretary
or directly to Sue Lewis, Association Secretary.

We are now half waythrough the sailing season
and I hope you have had a good time so far and
I wish you fair winds for your voyagesto come.

Alistair Randall, OGAPresident

It has been a pleasure for me to have alreadyvisited events in
the Scotland, Solent, East Coast and South West Areasand to
have dropped in to BealePark. My initial impression is that
eachAreahas its unique character and wayof doing things
while alsoexhibiting the fellowship and goodwill that is in
common with the others. This reinforcesmy viewthat being a
gaffer is a frame ofmind. I have really appreciated the welcome
I have been given at every event.

The inaugural Irish Seaevent welcomedmore boats than are
normally seen at Campbeltown although even more would
have been good (p.26). In successiveyears the event will
move around the Areasthat border the Irish Seaso it will be
interesting to seehow this initiative progresses. It was a relaxed
weekend in good company with generous hospitality arranged.

YOGAFFwascompletely different with the event being the
backdrop to the Yarmouth Town festival.The streets closeto
the harbour are shut off and stallsand marquees abound. There
were 90 or so boats with a tendency towards gentlemen’syachts
and many are restored to immaculate condition. There were
also many modern gafferswhich was good to see.The race
wason Saturday and there were drinks gatherings, dinners and
music, and a good time was had by all (p.40).

The Swallowsand Amazonsevent on the East Coast is held in
‘SecretWater’ and attracts an interesting variety of boats in the
large fleet. This time the event wasorganised by the East Coast
‘YoungGaffers’and it wasgood to see so many participants in
their twenties and thirties (p.36).

Falmouthspectacle

Small boatrally:
11-16August, 2018UKSA, Cowes
Organised for small boats and dinghies, this event
will start on Saturday 11 August, for the week
leading up to the main OGA55 rally.We invite all
smaller boats and dinghies to participate in a rally
to explore the Solent. There will be launch points
for those bringing small boats on trailers and we’re
putting together a sailing programme for the week
which willculminate in joining up with the main
event from Thursday 16 August.

The event will be based round the UKSA in Cowes,
where there will be mooring for boats as well as
parking for vehiclesand trailers. Accommodation in
the UKSAwill be available to those not wishing to
camp, or we’llbe recommending spots for camping
and camper vans.

The programme is being worked on now.We
will be accompanied by Solent sailors who own
small boats and dinghies themselves, and know
the best ports and bays to sail safelyaccording to
tide, weather and winds. The aim is to take things
gently and plan to visit some (but not all!)of the
following harbours and anchorages over the week:
Historic Yarmouth, Keyhavenand Hurst Castle,
Newtown River, Lymington River, Chichester
Harbour, Portsmouth Harbour, Hamble. People
can join in at any time during the week.

55thAnniversaryplans: 2018

We also plan a friendly barbecue gathering at river’s
edge, in the tranquil and beautiful setting of the
historic boatyard at Buckler’sHard, Beaulieu.

It’s a long wayahead we know, but if you think you
might be interested we’dreally like to hear from
you so that we can gauge numbers. Pleasefill in the
expressionof interest form on the OGA website (if
you have not already done so):
www.oga.org.uk/events/oga55-2018

This commits you to nothing but givesus an idea
that you’reinterested and we’llkeep you informed as
our plans evolve.

Anniversary rally: 16-19August,2018
Secretary, Sue Lewis,brings an update to plans
for the ‘main event’ overleafin GMC Notices. See
p. 37 of the March 2017 issue for a provisional
programme. Updates are also availableon the OGA
website, along with a form to ‘expressinterest’ which
will help the organisers to plan ahead:
www.oga.org.uk/events/oga55-2018

Birthday party:Saturday,13January,
2018LondonDocklands
Watch the website and Gaffers Log for
information about the birthday party to start our
anniversary year,2018. Seep.7 for initial plans.

Thefunofasmall boatregatta!
Photo:TonyPickering
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Notices fromtheGeneral ManagementCommittee(GMC)

Findingnewmembers
There are people out there sailing gafferswho may not
realisewhat they aremissing in not being members of the
OGA.

GMCNotices

OGABoat Register:
volunteersneeded
The OGA boat Register,both online and
the paper archive, represents something
unique and usefulwhich the OGA
maintains for posterity.Would you be
prepared to get involved in its upkeep and
development?This can be to a greater or
lesserextent depending on your availability.

If you think you can contribute, please
contact Pat Dawson, Boat RegisterEditor:
boatregister@oga.org.uk

Will youjointheteamofvolunteers?

If you’dlike to offer your services in any
other way to the team of volunteers who
run the Association,pleasedo get in touch
to discusshow you might be able to help.

Contact Sue Lewis, Association Secretary.

SueLewis,Secretary
TheGMCis keentohear yourviews on
anyOGAmatters. Contactmebyemail:
secretary@oga.org.uk
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We have a flier about the association which explains what we
are all about and sets out the benefits ofmembership. If you
would be prepared to carry a fewcopies on board to hand
out to prospective newmembers, pleasecontact your Area
Secretary or the Association Secretary.

Goodnewsforgaff-riggedphotographers
If you havebeen discouraged from entering our photo
competition then we have good news for you. The sizelimit
for images has been increased, so there’sno need to reduce
the sizeand you can upload photos directly from a phone
or tablet by using our new method of entering. We look
forward to seeing your photos. Good luck!Full details, p.14.
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GMCNotices

OGA55:
16-19August 2018
Many thanks to all those members who have
already filled in the ‘expressionof interest’
form on the website for our 55th Anniversary
party next summer. If you haven’tdone so
yet, pleasedo have a look at the programme
and let us know how you’dlike to join in:
www.oga.org.uk/events/oga55-2018

Of course it’seasier for southern based
members to get to by boat but if you’rebased
further awaywewould still like you to be
able to join in. Would you be interested in a
charter place on a gaffer for the event? If so
let us know using the expressionof interest
form or contact your AreaSecretary directly.
We are getting close to the time when we
have to confirm charter bookings, so please
act fast on this.

Would you be prepared to take on the
organising of a charter vesselfor members?
In some casesAreasare taking this on for
their members, but for smaller Areas,where
the take up is not so great, we’relooking for
one or more volunteers to deal with member
bookings and see if wecan get a ‘boatload’
together. If you can help contact the
Association Secretary: secretary@oga.org.uk

Seep.5 for information about the OGA55
small boat rally planned to start on
11 August, 2018, leading up to the main
event from Thursday 16 August.

OGAAGMand55thbirthday party:
Saturday 13January, 2018,London
It’s early days yet but the date and venue have
already been set for next year’sAGM and we’re
planning a party to celebrate the start of our
55th anniversary year.We’llbe having our annual
meetings, including the AGM, in the HMS
President function room of the Ibis StylesHotel,
London, Excelon Saturday 13 January 2018.

Aswe did this year we have block booked hotel
accommodation at the very reasonablenightly
rate of £72 including breakfast. We’llkeep you
informed about how to reserveyour room in due
course. There will be a dinner in the eveningwhich
you’llalso be able to pre-book. We hope a good
number of members who have never joined us for
the AGMwill be encouraged to do so. It’s a great
opportunity to meet or re-meetmembers from
other Areas.
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Maritimeheritage andtheOGA
Battle ofChatam:ananniversary
The Dutch havegone back home. This time
not with the ‘RoyalCharles’,but with immense
respect for, and happy memories of, their time
on the Medway, especiallyat the parties hosted
by the MedwayYC,Upnor SC, Hoo Ness YC
and Gillingham Marina. The first fleetarrived at
Queenborough on 7 June to sail up the Medway
in company, led by HNLMS Urania, a Dutch navy
sail training ketch and the tall ship ‘Aphrodite’,the
salute being taken by the Dutch PrinceMauritz.

Sadly, heavywesterly gales frustrated the arrival of
some. Just two of the Dutch Gaffers fleetmade the
crossing. Rik Janssen and Celeste in ‘Cine Mara’
joined Arjan Megensand Hymke Spanjaard in
‘Bola’.The Hoo Ness YCentertained us Gaffers to
a great evening on Friday and we were joined by
Solent Gaffers Ben Collins and DavidWalters for a
great hog roast party at Medway YC.

Find a full report of this event on the OGA website:
www.oga.org.uk/news/chatham-350

Report: Brian Corbett,OGATrustee,Maritime HeritageTrust
Photos:MikeSpurgin

NationalHistoric ShipsUK
Hannah Cunliffe, Solentmember of the OGA, has
been appointed to succeed the late Martyn Heighton
asDirector, National Historic Ships UK. She took
up her position in March, 2017.

On 3 June, the NHS-UK Solent RegionalFlagship
of the Yearwasawarded the broad pennant which
it will fly throughout 2017 in recognition of its
flagship status. The pennant was receivedby Solent
OGA member Peter Draper, owner of the Solent
Flagship ‘Caronia’, and was formally presented by
the NHS-UK Director Hannah Cunliffe as part of
a prize-giving ceremony organised by the Solent
Gaffers at the Royal Solent YC. ‘Caronia’wasone of
96 traditional vesselsto attend YOGAFF,marking
her first port of callon a commemorative cruise
back to her historic home port of St Ives.Built on
the beach in 1927, a St Ivesfishing vessel,‘Caronia’
came out of service, later becoming a private motor
yacht. She took part in the evacuation from Dunkirk
as part of Operation Dynamo in 1940.
HannahCunliffe,Solent Area

Classic Boatawards,2017
Severalboats featured in the OGA online Boat
Registerwerenominated in the 2017 Classic
Boat Awards. Prizewinners wereannounced at
the beginning of April: Albert Strange designed
‘Charmina’, 1923, new build, ‘Unity’(seep.22),
pilot cutter, ‘JolieBrise’,1913, gentleman’s yawl,
‘Bonita’,1888 and ‘PeggyBawn’,1894. Visit the
OGA website for full details and links to the Boat
Register: www.oga.org.uk/news/cb-awards-2017

C̒aprice̓ returnstoracing
In 1900 the magnificent 32 footer ‘Caprice’was
launched in Tasmania. During the 1920s she arrived
in Sydney and began to compete in SASCevents.
The late Harry Pfeiffer raced her for many years
with notable success.She is now owned by Harry’s
son Tony who has had her original rig recreated
by SeanLangman. The hull has been restored and
she looks like new. After 116 years it would seem
that timber may be a satisfactorymaterial for yacht
construction.

‘Caprice’ raced on one occasion ten years ago,
before that she last raced in 1962. On Sunday 27
November, 2016 she sailed in our ClassicDivision.
It was a great thrill to see her with us again. I
remember her racing 80 years ago. ‘Caprice’ set
a topsail for the last third of the race. Apart from
Gaffers Day, I think she is the first vesselto set a
topsail in our events since beforeWorld War II!

Bill Gale,OGAHonoraryMember,Sydney,Australia

U̒nity̓
Photo:NIc Compton

ʻCaprice̓
Photo:John Jeremy,SASC
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Notices: North,South, East&West
Peel Traditional BoatWeekend:4-6August
Gaffers large and small are alwaysmost welcome at this great
event on the Isle of Man.
Mike Clark: +44 (0)7624 450146 | mclark@manx.net

East CoastAugustCruise: 12-20August
This yearwe’reoff to new waters on our annual Cruise,
starting as usual in Ipswich, then heading south to the Colne
and Blackwater.We plan to visit West Mersea,Osea Island,
Heybridge, Pyefleet and Brightlingsea, with a day ashore
in Maldon to sample the Mighty Oak ales, visit the Moot
Hall or relax.There will be friendly racing, and of course the
highlight from last year, the ‘CrazyRace’(p.25 March 2017
Log)will be hotly contested. How many marks and how
many points can you collect?We will finish at the Colne YC,
with dinner followedby music from John Ward and Mario
Price. Enter in good time to help the organisers!

Why not think about joining us?Entry forms and full
details are availableon the East Coast website.
www.oga.org.uk/eastcoast/events/august-cruise-2017

ClareThomas,East CoastArea

ConwyRiver Festival week: 19-26August
Enjoy a week with Nobby Gaffers and Classics racing!
sailing@conwyriverfestival.org
Quay Day will be Saturday, 19 or 26 August. This great
weekis packed with sailing and entertainment, so put the
date in your diary to join in the fun.

2017HolyheadFestival: 25-28August
We are now into our 11th year of organising this event
and look forward to many of you joining us again for what
will be a great festival.This year it will run over the Bank
Holiday weekend although Monday will be taken up with
most boats returning to their home ports. The format will be
similar to previous yearsand of course verymuch supported
by Holyhead Marina, Holyhead Town Council, Stena Line
Port and Irish Ferries.Once again Holyhead SCwill host the
event. We hope the Holyhead Lifeboat will lead our parade
of sailwith the annual Battle of Holyhead: guns and cannon
fired in the harbour making asmuch noise aspossible!

Sue Farrer,NorthWalesAreaSecretary

Younggaffers enjoythecruise on R̒everie̓, 2016
Photo:Beverley Yates

HolyheadFestival, 2016
Photo:RichardBurnell

Cruising inCompany:2017
Aswegotopress,twoCruises in
Companyaremustering.
Alongthesouthcoast, OGAcrews are
preparingfor the g̒randdepart̓ from
Yarmouth,Isle ofWighton22July.
Watch thewebsite andFacebookfor
newsof S̒outhbySouthWest̓ with
boatshopingtoreach theIsles of
Scilly aftercalling atportsinDevon
andCornwall.
There̓salsoanIrish Sea Sojourn
departingLiverpool,21July. The
NorthWest OGAandNobbyOwners
Association are celebrating theNOAs
30thAnniversary byvisiting portsin
Wales, East CoastIrelandandPeel,
Isle ofManbefore retuningtohome
ports. See overleaf formorephotos
fromtheNorthWestArea.

OGABoat Register update: www.oga.org.uk/register-home

Have you visited the online Boat Register
recently?Many of the boats mentioned in
the Gaffers Log are also in the Boat Register
with more photos and information about
the vessels: www.oga.org.uk/register-home

There are 3457 boats on the Register now,
with 1118 of these published and available
for public browsing online. Not all boats are
available to the public as we need to check
for accuracybefore publishing. There is
plenty of interesting work to do in making
more records available and if you’dlike to
help, do get in touch.

I am pleasedto report that most new
members are sending details of their boats
for inclusion in the Boat Register. Some
boats are already on the Register, so this
helps to check before publishing.

Many are not, though, so the number of craft on the
Register continues to increase, both new and old boats.

There is sometimes confusion between a boat’sOGA
Boat Register no. and her owner’sMembership no. The
difference is that the OGA Boat no. stayswith the boat. In
the early days of the manual Register, there was an attempt
to match the OGA Boat no. with a fishing or registration
number eg Brixham trawler ‘Vigilance’carries fishing
number B76 and OGA no. 76. This approach is no longer
used and the database generates the next lowest number
available.

Are you sure your boat is on the Register? It’s easy to
check by looking at the website. If you cannot find her, do
contact me with her basic details and wewill sort it
out for you.

boatregister@oga.org.uk
Pat Dawson,BoatRegister Archivist
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NOAAnnualRiver Mersey Race:
Most of our ‘offshore’OGA members are also in
the NOA (Nobby Owners Association)who are
celebrating their 30th Anniversarythis year. For the
NOA Annual River MerseyRace in June the BBC

chose to film from the LiverpoolWaterfront. Some
of the boats participating in a parade of sail for the
cameras are included in this spread.

KevinGoulding,NorthWestArea President

S̒pray̓, builtArnside,1908 C̒ombers̓

aparadeofsail fortheBBC

A̒nnaEllidi̓, built Barrow-in-Furness,1912
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OGAPhotography competition 2017
Noagelimits!
The YoungPhotographer category has been
discontinued. The other two categoriesremain
unchanged - all agesmay enter.

Preparation
This is vital and will make the difference between
a snap and a photo. ‘Compose before you expose.’
Try to develop the ability to “see”the picture. This
may be spotting a detail, catching a fleetingmoment
or waiting for just the right light. Take a look at
hints in previous GaffersLogs for tips to impress the
judges and browsewinning photos on the website.

Yourcamera andyou
This must be teamwork so make sure you are totally
familiar with all the settings and controls and always
have it with you ready for use. Reviewtechnique tips
in previous Logs.

Digitalprocessing
Digital processing is encouraged to maximise
the features of a good photograph and for minor
corrections to horizon, exposure and cropping. You
need to be familiar with this for whatever system
you use.

Extremetechniquesarediscouragedandmaybepenalised.

1

2 3

Titlesandcaptions
Whichevermethod you use to upload your photos,
you willneed to include a title (up to 20 characters)
and caption (up to 60 characters). Entries are
judged, in part, on the quality of the short, engaging
title and informative caption. Here are some
examples for the two categories.

Sailing Gaffers:undersail, atrest ordetail

1.Title:Soldiers̓ Wind
Caption:ʻMaybird̓ onaperfect reach

2.Title:Looksneatin this?
Caption:ʼMaybird̓ dressedoverall andshowingher
counter,inFowey

3.Title: Hoop-la
Caption:Mastfitting detail, pilotcutter ʻMorwenna̓

Life atSea: excitementormisery

4.Title:Tharsheblows
Caption:Dolphinexcites schoolchildren onsea experience.
P̒olly Agatha̓,Guernsey.

5.Title:Andthentherewere none!̓
Caption:Sea Scouts onChannelcrossing experience

www.oga.org.uk/trophies/photo-competition-2017

Anewwaytoenter
Thisis yourphotocompetition.Following feedback from
memberswe̓re offeringanalternative methodtoenter this year.
Thereare tworedbuttonstochoose fromontheOGAwebsite
competitionpage:
www.oga.org.uk/trophies/photo-competition-2017
Select theonethatsuitsyoubest.

Usinga computer
Loginanduse theonline formfromprevious years.

Usinganydevice includinga phoneortablet
Thenewformdoesnotrequire youtologin butyouwill need
toknowyourmembershipno.which youcan find in theOGA
Yearbook.

4 5

Twocompetitioncategories
Membersmaysubmittwophotosforeachcategory.Sailing
Gaffers
Photographsofgaffers inanysituation; undersail, at restor
inrepair.Thephotocanbeofoneboatormanyandcanbe
ofthewholeboatorofanydetail. Thephotoshouldconvey
somethingofthespecial qualitythatgoeswithgaffersailing.
LifeatSea
Heretheemphasisis onthehumanstory, thesituation or
atmosphere.Thebestortheworst; peace, excitementor
misery.

Rulesandsubmission
Photosmusthavebeentakenbetween1January and31
December 2017.
Theymustnothave beenentered forany otherphotographic
competition.
Allentries mustbesubmittedvia theOGAwebsite, available
from30June tothe closing date31December,2017.
Entries limitedtotwophotosineach categoryfor every
entrant.
Prizes will befromaselection ofsuperbnauticalbooks,
announcedandpresentedat theAGM,January 2018.
Rules, further informationandsubmissionmethodsare
availableon theOGAwebsite.

www.oga.org.uk/trophies/photo-competition-2017

Greatprizes
Superb nautical books for the first three in each
category.These will be presented at the OGA AGM
in January, 2018.
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OGAYouthFund
YouthFundupdate
Patrick Vyvyan-Robinson(BCAmemberand
GMC)has takenonleadership oftheYouth
Fund.Followingresults fromhis survey of
members̓ opinionhewill beputtingtogether
aproposalin thenextissue ofGaffers Log.
If youhavenotalready doneso,please let
Patrick knowyourviews via emailbefore6
October,2017:patrick@alltybrainfarm.co.uk

Sailing onthesmack S̒allie̓
East CoastArea,April2017

In the March 2017 issueof GaffersLog(p.20)
we published reports fromWest MerseaSea
Scouts who joined the East Coast Raceon
the enginelessEssexsmack, ‘Sallie’in 2016.
Followingmeticulous planning, 12 Sea
Scouts each enjoyedsailing and an overnight
experience on ‘Sallie’during the schoolEaster
holidays, 2017. Funding from the East Coast
Area, OGA Youth Fund and TeamacMarine
Paints made the whole thing possible- but bad
weather could still have played havoc. Happily
the weather godswere kind.

Asplanned we had Jane (Scout leader) and three Scouts
join on Sunday evening in viewof the early tide, went
aboard and prepared the vessel.Monday sawan early
muster at 0500 and we left the mooring dead on high water
with a lovelysouth easterlywhich died with patchy and
occasionally thick fog before Osea.

Gradually this cleared aswemade slow and careful progress
down river finding a better breeze below Bradwell,where we
stopped for lunch. Then the fog returned and needed some
real navigation to find the Nass and our anchorage below
the moorings in MerseaQuarters, ready for the first of three
changeovers by ‘Lady Grace’.As there was by now a fresh
breeze from the east and the anchorage wasuncomfortable,
the new crew got us under wayfor a quieter night in the lee
on the southern shore.

Tuesday andWednesday were repeats with changeovers at
1630 each day. Tuesdaywasvery calm and we drifted down
to the Bench Head enabling some rowing around the boat
before a sea breezedeveloped to take us back to Mersea.
That evening the new crewtook us up to Osea and they
were able to go ashore in the dusk exploring. Wednesday was
a lovelyday and with a reefwe got around to Brightlingsea
before returning to Mersea for the pick up. Wednesday’s
new crewstayedwith us until the return to the mooring
on the morning tide Friday, departing after a look at both
‘Reminder’ and ‘BlueMermaid’.

This enabled four groups of three to experiencean overnight
stay as a taster and severalhave expressedan interest in doing
more later. Thanks verymuch for the assistancethe OGA
has given to make this such a success.

RichardTichener,ExecutiveOfficer ofSea-ChangeSailing Trust,
skipperforthis event

Henry,AlexandMary
Photo:Jane Welham

Commemorativet-shirts
Photo:Jane Welham

Openletter: Changeofname?

I think we all agree that first impressions count. In our
modern fast paced30 second attention span world,
they matter more than ever, sadly. It is increasingly
important that the branding, and especiallythe name,
grabs attention, explains and advertises the organisation’s
purpose. With that in mind I would like to make a
proposal that we re-visitour name. It will challenge the
legitimacy of ‘Old Gaffers Association’,given the future
intentions of the OGA, and considers changeswhich have
occurred to our organisation since its inception.

I joined the Old Gaffers Associationin 1990-ish, as
the youngest evermember aged just 16, and have been
involved to some degree ever since. I have sailed hundreds
of miles aboard one of the oldest Gaffers afloat, Bristol
Channel pilot cutter, ‘Madcap’,built 1875. I am currently
restoring my own old wooden boat, ‘Ocean Dove’,and it
is safe to say I have explained to many, many people what
and who the Old Gaffers are, and it alwaysgoes something
like this:

“…Old Gaffers?Well, we are a group of enthusiasts who
care for and maintain the ideals and vesselsof the gaff
rig, the ‘pretty four-sided sail’,we promote and organise
events, maintain the records and keep alive people’s
consciousness of these traditional craft. We also have a lot
of fun doing it and enjoy ourselves!”

Then comes the second stanza:
“…Old? No, you don’t have to be old. Some of the
members are indeed old, but no, it’snot only for old
people. Yes,some of the boats are old, but not all of them,
in fact some are brand new, and some of our members are
very young, in fact wehave a youth policy.”

In the 1960s when the OGAwasdreamt up, the only gaff
rigged boats around were indeed old, usually restoration
projects. Whilst this remains the casefor many of our
members, for a significantproportion, it is not the case.
There are many newlybuilt gaffersaround today, and they
are as valued on our members’ list as any other.

‘OGA: the association for gaff rig’ is a previous re-
branding already put in place, effectivelyremoving the
name ‘Old Gaffers’from the association title, but without
actually removing it.

The logic for which to me is somewhat confusing.

At the last ACM/AGM, the membership overwhelmingly
voted to advance the process of designing and building a
small dinghy aimed at getting younger people involved
in gaff rig and the Association.We are activelypursuing
young people through the expanding OGA Youth Fund.
Asthe youngest evermember back in 1991, I can only
commend these activities. If we are honest with ourselves,
the OGA does indeed, likemany sailingorganisations
have issueswith a slightly aging demographic and we do
indeed recognisethe need to counter this trend. Retaining
the name ‘Old Gaffers Association’in my opinion is
not taking the Associationforward in tandem with the
plans wehave to bring in fresh blood, fresh ideas and
new younger members. Aspresident of NIOGA I have
assembled one of the youngest ever committees with an
averageage below 40. Many of these people are indeed the
new members we are aiming to encourage, young and old,
and they all agree that the ‘Old’ in ‘Old Gaffers’is indeed
an albatross around the neck of our Association’sfuture.

I propose that weopen a competition to members for
suggestions of a new, more easilyunderstood, more
appropriate name. If the membership is content to keep
‘Old Gaffers Association’,that is well and good, we are
after all a democracy!

My opinion is that the name should be simple, but
effectivelyexplain who we are and what we do, something
I suggest has alwaysbeen a weakness in the case of ‘Old
Gaffers Association’.Without some prior knowledge, this
name can be and has been confusing to the uninitiated. I
understand there will be a cost in terms of rebranding and
revamping, so a phased approach would make sense to
minimise costs, but we should not allowshort term costs
to overly influence a decision designed for a longer-term
view, to improve the Association’sfuture and future image.

I hope I havemade a casethat does not offend our older
members, as they are in the majority and are the life-blood
of our Association,but they do not and should not define
our Association.The ‘Old’ in my opinion has always
described the boats, and it is simply no longer accurate.
This is a good thing, we restore and maintain many old
boats, I do personally, but again, this does not accurately
defineALLthat we do, and our name should reflect that
fact. This is a good problem to have, and I suggestwe
movewith the times, develop our Associationinto the
21st century and update our otherwise great organisation.
I personally would suggest ‘The Gaff Rig Sailing
Association’ or ‘GRSA’.

GaryLyons,President, NorthernIrelandOldGaffers
Association
Send views andcommentsbytheendofSeptember to:
secretary@oga.org.uk
andbyall meanscopyyourAreaSecretary intoo.

AttheAssociationMeetinginJanuary
2017,theNorthern Ireland OGArequested
thatwe revisit thequestionofchanging
thenameoftheAssociation. HereNIOGA
President GaryLyonsputshiscase for
achangeandwe ask youtosubmitany
views orcommentsonthis toyourArea
Secretary ordirectly toSueLewis, the
AssociationSecretary:
secretary@oga.org.uk
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Portaferry Sails &Sounds: 22-25June
The June sun shone on Strangford Lough. Passersby
and localscould not but stop and admire the beauty
of ‘Vilma’and ‘Soteria’,the topsail schooners visiting
Portaferry Sails& Sounds Festivaland the NIOGA
Youth Project.

The stunning vesselsluxuriated in their glory with
happy crew aboard following successful passages
from their home ports; time generouslydonated to
allowlocal school pupils the opportunity to partake
in a day sail experience on Strangford Lough.

Growing on the fantastic successof 2016’s inaugural
youth project, our reach wasextended to 12 pupils
from three secondary schools in the ArdsPeninsula
area. The aim was to encourage shared education
and collaboration for schools and pupils alike.
Followinga hearty breakfast and donning their new
Youth Project sailing shirts, a keepsake to remind
them of the wonderful experience ahead, pupils and
accompanying teachers alighted the pontoons to
meet the crew and their vessel.

All pupils received pre-sail training before the
event, learning safety at sea, rope skills, basic sailing
techniques and terminology, emergency procedures
and, most importantly, basic lifesavingskills.Our
gratitude must go to NIOGA’s EilishWylie for
donating hertime and expertise to deliver the course.

Onboard, pupils were set to work in pairs or teams,
closelysupervised by accompanying crew. They
were literally ‘shownthe ropes’ then set course up
the Lough. Lunch wasenjoyed ascrewand students
alike took in the beautiful scenery. Some pupils
were experiencing the joy and beauty of sailing
on Strangford Lough for the first time, despite a
lifetime living along the shore!

On their return pupils gainedconfidencetending
the sails and steering the schooners.They took the
opportunity to admire the many other traditional
boats in attendance at Portaferry Sailsand Sounds.
Certificates for each pupil were presented at a special
prizegiving outside Portaferry SC and everyonewent
home safe, happy and tired!

YouthProject report
Once again my gratitude must go to Michael
Breen, Headmaster of St Columba’sSchool
and the Headmasters of Strangford College
and Glastry High School for supporting the
NIOGA Youth Project. It takes courageand
foresight to provide 12 fantastic kids for
the day given the potential hazards!Thanks
also to the teachers in attendance for giving
their Saturdays to come and help supervise. I
would like to thank the crewof both vessels
for providing the children with such a fun
and engaging day. Commendations must
go to NIOGA’s Johnny Mitchell for his
invaluablehelp and support in setting this
year’sproject up, his skill and enthusiasm
havebeen vital to the running of the Project.
Finally I must thank Scott Metcalfe and
Gerry Brennan for bringing their beautiful
boats to Strangford Lough and generously
donating their time to the Youth Project. It
is fair to say sailing on these wonderful craft
really touches something inside you, myself
included. It provided these children with a
fantastic lifetime experience they will never
forget and alwaystreasure.

Report andphotos:
Sheila Lyons,NorthernIrelandArea
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30,000nautical milesaboardʻNorn̓
We bought ‘Norn’in 2000 and left on our dream cruisein
2001 with our baby daughter of 8 months, a hold full of
provisions, an adventurous spirit and limited savings,finding
work en route in boatyards, parascending, catering, fishing
and gardening. Over the next seven yearswe covered over
30,000 nautical miles from the UK across to the Caribbean
as far south as Colombia and as far north asNova Scotia and
then back again via the Azores.

Heavy displacement gaff rigged boats make great long
distance cruising yachts. ‘Norn’, being a boat of such
character, made the adventure all the more authentic and her
timeless beauty was a real head turner whereever she went.

‘Norn’,means Goddess of Fate in Norwegian mythology and
one year she showed us what she was reallycapable of during
a passagefrom Beaufort N.C. to the Virgin Islands. We
got caught up in a particularly viciousstorm which pushed
us into Bermuda instead. There, as fate would have it, we
bumped into our boat’sdesigner Paul Johnson, then 76
yearsof age and sailing Norn’s sister ship single-handed. He
gaveus tips on how to adapt Norn’s rigging to make sailing

OGADinghy: anupdate
Design work on the dinghy has continued. The
general arrangement drawing shows the basic layout.
The side tanks have a closed centre section to give
buoyancy and an aperture at each end giving storage
spaceand also reducing the buoyancy to reduce the
chance of the boat inverting if it is capsized.The
scullingnotch is there to support the mast when
lowered asmuch as for sculling.

The second drawing shows the slightly revised sail
plan that givesthe option of having adjustable jib
fairleadson top of the side tanks.

The hull will be single chine, similar to the
GP14 and Heron dinghieswith stitch and tape
construction over a building frame.

A scalemodel is being built and once that is
complete the construction of the first dinghy will
begin. It is expected that there will be somepictures
of the build in the Autumn issueof GaffersLog. See
p.23 of November 2016 Gaffers Log for more about
the OGA dinghy proposal.

TonyKiddle,Association Treasurer,East CoastArea

her easier and more efficient. This chance
encounter made sailing ‘Norn’evenmore fun
and super rewarding, especiallyas wejoined
numerous classicand gaff rigged regattas in
New England, alongside local schooners.

‘Norn’wasour home for 11 yearsand she
took us on unforgettable adventures. She’s
now looking for a new owner, see the advert
on p.67 and find more online.

Ben Cumpstone,Solent Area

N̒orn̓ does8knotsonaperfect reach off
CapeCod,enroute fromBermuda toBoston
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Semaine duGolfe,Morbihan, 2017

for the crew supper and the sculling competition.
Sculling ‘la godille’ is a bit of an obsession over
there and wedid the ship proud by entering three
contestants. Toby was the crowd favourite and when
the results for the heats wereannounced at the crew
briefing the followingmorning, wearing a hat and
also having a bit of a beard I wasmistaken for him.
I tried to explain that he’dgone back to England
but the tide of adulation wastoo great and in the
end I just had to go with it. The followingnight,
in the sculling final at the lovelymedieval port of
St Goustan, Lucille, another of our entrants, came
third and captured the hearts of the old chapswho
wereorganising our flotilla. Henceforward when
they wanted to giveus instructions they didn’t call
for ‘Unity’; they called for Lucille!

It soon came around to the day of the Grand Parade.
We had different crew in the form of Diego, a
Spanish hitch-hiker who had thrown us a note on
a napkin, weighted with a bicyclelight, explaining
that he’dsailed a lot on lateen boats and could
he comewith us. We were just motoring out of
Vannes canal when wealso picked up Delphine,
who had hailed us from the bank. For the Grand
Parade the organisersattempt to muster all 1400
boats into a processionto re-enter the Gulf. This is
obviously quite a spectacle and crowds cover every
rock or bit of beach along the route. In addition to

the traditional boats, there must be twice asmany
modern boats spectating from the water. How they
get insurance for it I don’t know, but it seemed to go
off without major incident.

The final night we rafted up next to new friends in
Port-Anna to watch the concluding fireworksbefore
motoring up to Vannes the next morning to leave
‘Unity’as a base for a family holiday a week later.

In conclusion, go, if you can, to the Semaine to
Golfe. It’s a fantastic festival and there are lots of
fabulous places to explore on the way. It’s a bit of
a trek, but you get a couple of weeksfreemooring
either side of the festival so you can alwaysleave the
boat aswe did and go home a do a bit of work.

Next one isMay 2019.

Jon Bray,SouthWestGaffers
Findoutmoreabout U̒nity̓ andWestCountryCuttersat:
www.westcountrycutters.co.uk

ʻUnity̓ returnstoFrance:
JonBray launched‘Unity’in time to sail to Brest for the Festival
last year, reported in the November GaffersLog. Here they join
1400 boatsat the Semainedu Golfe,Morbihan in May, 2017.

We left Falmouth on a Friday evening, having collected crew
as they finishedwork and headed out into a glorious sunny
evening.Trying out the new topsail, with a NW 3-4 ‘Unity’
bowledalong at 6 1/2 or 7 knots into the night, hoping to
catch the tide through the Chenal du Four at midday the
followingday. It wasa great start to what turned out to
be the most varied and enjoyable 10 days I’vespent on a
boat. There were lots of contributory factors which helped
to make the trip but central to it was the unique character
of the Semaine du Golfe festival.More than 1400 boats,
divided into 10 flotillas ranging from sail and oar through
classicyachts to the magnificent French replica ships such
as ‘LaRecouverance’ and the frigate ‘Hermione’. Events
are hosted at 17 different ports and after the first couple
of dayswhere boats are gathered at their host port, flotillas
move everyday. This usually involves a course planned to
followthe tides through the islands and out of the narrow
entrance to the Gulf. The currents here reach up to 8 knots
on spring tides and with narrow passagesbetween islands
and an uneven seabed the experience can be more likewhite
water rafting than sailing.The first time or two you sluice
through the excitement is tempered by occasionalmoments
of alarm asyou perform involuntary pirouettes in close
proximity to the hundreds of other boats going in or out on
each tide. Once you’vedone it a couple of times the current
comes to seema lot more benign, invariably dividing to

carry you through the main passagesbetween
islands rather than being bent on destruction.
Indeed, there’san old saying amongst
fishermen that they used to go to sleepat the
entrance to the Gulf and wakeup in Vannes.

Getting back to the crossing, the wind
dropped on the Saturdaymorning and we
ran up the iron topsail to get us through the
Chenal du Four and the Razde Seinon the
one tide and reach St Evette (Audierne) on
the Saturday evening. Having coveredmore
than half the distance to the Morbihan,
we could now settle down to day-sailing,
stopping at Concarneau to visit the Ville
Close (a medieval walled town on a long
island in the middle of the harbour) and
Sauzon on Belle Isle. Here the harbour master
gaveus the ferry pontoon for the night:
‘Beautiful boat! You don’t pay!’

The next daywegot up early to catch the tide
into the gulf and picking up some French
friends at Le Logeoheaded over to the Isle
D’Arz for a ‘picnicunder the pines’.On
Wednesday, up anchor and we joined our
flotilla, the working boats, for the passage
around the largest island, Isleau Moines,
and out into Quiberon Bayfor the day.On
returning to Le Logeowhere wewere to
anchor for the night we headed in to the quay

Photo:Jon Bray

Photo:DiegoLopez

Photo:DiegoLopez
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2016Sydney toHobartRace:
We carry another contribution from gafferfriends in
Australia, sent to yourEditor by long-standing OGA
member, Bill Gale who is alsoamember of SASC.
Sean’sreport of the racewas first published in the SASC
newsletter, February2017.

My father, Cliff Gale, designed‘Maluka’a lengthened
‘Ranger’for the Clarke brothers as an ocean cruiser. She
wasbuilt in 1932 by the fabledBilly Fisherat Botany
Bay and fitted out by the Clarkes who sailed her to
Hobart ten yearsprior to the first race. Sean Langham
took her to Hobart in the big raceand her performance
against a fleet ofmostly ‘state of the art’ ocean racers
is astonishing. Very few of the fleet are older than ten
years, no other anything like as old as ‘Maluka’.

Three days, 19 hours, 38 minutes and 7 seconds: the
time it took ‘Maluka’to sail the course in the 2016 Rolex
Sydney-Hobart yacht race. Her averageof 6.9 knots reads
as a nice slide to Hobart. Realitywas that, even though
the crew of ‘Maluka’enjoyed almost perfect conditions,
the race waspunctuated by many sail changes, calmsand
the almost-mandatory 40+ knots of wind around Tasman
Island which wasso shrouded in fog that the light wasnot
visible.

I had faith in ‘Maluka’to win the covetedTattersalls Cup.
To do so would require a revisit of her rating and crewing.
With my closefriend Peter Inchbold at a looseend after
his long-time skipper Roger Hickman passed, wedecided
that we’dboth honour Hicko and race together but,
moreover, prepare ‘Maluka’with no compromise.

The inspiration to race her wasborne from my personal
discontent with the push-button sailing I’dfound myself
into as wellas wondering how the Clarkes got this little
girl across the Strait. Six races later and she still amazes
me, takes me to my roots of sailing and fillsmy heart with
joy.

The attempt to win the Hobart racewith a 1932-built
gaff-rigged30 footer may seema little ambitious.
Especiallyas the IRC rule does not favour yachts with
gaff and bowsprits that tack a genoa. So, firstly, the rating
had to be reviewed.With my friends at Doyle we set
about designing a ‘new’sail plan. The irony is that what
we ended up doing was to revert to her 1932 sail plan
by removingthe symmetric running spinnaker and the
overlapping genoa. Mainsail area was rationalised with
lessroach. A new working jib was constructed along with
a code zero spinnaker and a spinnaker staysailwasadded.
The code zero and staysailare of Stratis cloth and were

designed and constructed with the viewof being as fast as
possiblebut with no requirement to last past one race. I
am very pleased the flying shapes have not distorted and
they appear to be able to race many more Hobarts!

Added to the sail program was a study of Maluka’smast
and rigging set up. To support the code zeroNoakes fitted
longer spreaders as well as fitting a Dyform wire forestay.
Allmast components were either replaced or tested.
New B&G instruments werefitted which interface with
the new B&G cockpit-mounted chart plotter. Maluka’s
navigator, Shaun McKnight, wasable to overlayRoger
Badham weather and routing for the race on the deck
screen.

With months of preparation behind us the sixcrewof
Peter Inchbold, Peter Langman, Rick Wood, Shaun
McKnight, Erin McKnight plus myself launched ‘Maluka’
from the slings at Noakes just four hours prior to the start.

Maluka’sunderwater hull wasmeticulously prepared by
Noakes staff, so it waswith confidence that we set off to
start the great raceonce more. The race start was the way
‘Maluka’raced the whole race. The pin end was favoured
so she fought her wayto the front line and started two
lengths up from the pin. Hailing for water she tacked to
port and ducked two boats to pop out in clear air. She
became possessedto hang on as the larger boats slowly but
surely passed her. Once at sea ‘Maluka’set her largest sail
plan and scurried south. Our sights were set on ‘Azzuro’,
a S&S 34. If we could keep her and ‘Love& War’ in sight
then we were in for a chance. Azzuro’screw frantically
attempting to hold off ‘Maluka’spun into a Chinese gybe.
It wasnow dark and, with ‘Maluka’having spinnaker,

a1930s30ftgaffer takes onthefleet
spinnaker staysailand full main with preventer
strapping down her sky-wood boom, there wasan
anxious moment as weslid by Azzuro’sstern.

Advicefrom Clouds (Roger Badham) was to be
as far offshore aswe could to attempt to miss the
southerly change transition. The strategy paid off
and, even though we experiencedmoments of
calm, the wind swungback to the north and north
east within a fewhours. Day two sawheaving
running conditions. Our take-no-prisoners
approach to sailing ‘Maluka’meant that she had
three on the helm and, by allowingthe cockpit to
fillwith water, she maintained sufficient stern-
down trim to carry full sail in winds exceeding
30 knots. At the time I didn’tadmit it to the
crewbut this was, to me, both exciting aswell as
frightening sailing.With the spinnaker pole as
far aft as possible and tweaked down to deck level
we drove ‘Maluka’by the lee with a preventer on
the boom and the gaff layingaround the mast to
leeward she fairly smoked and tore up the miles.
With speedson day two and three of 13, 14 and
15 knots ‘Maluka’wasable to chalk up a 240 n
mile day.

For ‘Maluka’and her crewday three brought the
biggest surprise. Now in an easterlywind the

Code Zero was deployed. With a course set to closeTasman light,
‘Maluka’constantly reached speeds of 9.2 knots in a straight line
with no waveor current assistance. I am still somewhat astonished
that the little girl could do such a speed as I alwaysfelt her hull
speed to be in a vicinity of 7 knots.

It is indeed a measure of he who makes the least mistakes will
generallywin the race. My misjudged lay line to Tasman had
‘Maluka’steering 270 degrees for two hours. With my heart in
my throat I truly believethe race had been lost there and then.
However there wasmore in store. With Tasman bearing 000 we
werehit with a 40+ knot blast from the north. A scramblingcrew
had her reefed and plunging on towards Cape Raoul only to be
becalmed in Storm Bayfor some hours. The sail from the Iron Pot
to the finish wasa test of patience and a fair channelling of Roger
Hickman and Cliff Gale to will ‘Maluka’on towards the finish.

As‘Maluka’ghosted across the line I looked up at the gaff peak
and with tears and laughter hugged the crew. I pondered how Cliff
would have felt to see his old SASC burgee flying proudly. ‘Maluka’
and her crew had truly arrived. First place in IRC Division 4 and
first yacht home under 9.5 metres. The Plumb CrazyTrophy to
adorn Maluka’s bulkhead will long be associatedwith a great race
sailedwith wonderful friends and my boy Pete, who incidentally
tells me what to do on the foredeck these days!

Sean Langham,SydneyAmateurSailing Club

ʻMaluka̓ A19crosses thestart line
Photo:John Jeremy,SASC

Sheets easedtopassasternof S̒ticky̓
Photo:RichardHarris,SASC
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Campbeltown Classicsattracted OGA members from the East
Coast,N Wales, Scotlandand N Ireland this year.With a fine
collection of photos, we bring two reports from East Coast boat,
‘Robinetta’and North Wales member ‘Molly Cobbler’.

Campbeltown Classics,a venerableevent in the OGA
calendar, fitted nicely into our plan this year. We’re
effectivelyre-creating Robinetta’s first cruise on the 80th
anniversary. She left the Mersey13 May 1937 and sailed to
the Isle of Man anchoring off Douglas, then East Tarbert
Bayby the Mull of Galloway and then off Arran.We left on
13 May 2017 and sailed to Peel to wait out a galeand then
to Portpatrick before reaching Campbeltown. Close enough!

Not surprisingly wewere the only East Coast members on
the west coast of Scotland to join ’Swyn-y-Mor’,‘Molly
Cobbler’, ‘Master Frank’, ‘Ocean Dove’, ‘Naiad’ and
‘Tantina II’. So the Classics this year had representatives
from Scotland, N Ireland, North Walesand the East Coast.

Friday wasa fine evening, warm enough for drinks in the
cockpit of ‘Tantina II’. I sat with Warren and Jill from
‘Swn-y-mor’and got them to tell some of their tales of
circumnavigation in her. Warren said his boyhood dream
had been to visit the Marquesas in his own boat. We had
both read Robert Louis Stevenson’saccount from 1888.
He had been there a fewyearsafter the end of cannibalism.
Warren said it was still a special place when he was there.
He also had strong memories of sailing in the Mississippi.

The US government has closed the river to
recreational craft and provided a parallel
waterway. So ‘Swn-y-mor’was one of the last
yachts ever to use it.

Campbeltown is one of the defined areas for
Scotch and was once the ‘Whisky Capital
of Scotland’. At it’speak it had over 20
distilleries.Now it has just three. I visited one

CampbeltownClassics: 19-21May
of the shops which keeps a fewbarrels for tastings
and will fill bottles while you watch. Luckily for me,
one of them wasdripping and the sample jug was
full, so they handed sips round to all in the shop. It
worked - I bought a bottle!

All this made me a little late back to ‘Robinetta’
for the parade of sail at noon. We all sailed up and
down the lock for a couple of hours with OGA
President AlistairRandall on the quay and the
pressphotographer in a rib taking photos. We
had a F3 gusting to F5 which made for a fun sail.
In the eveningwe all went to the SailingClub
who provided a bar, dinner and a duo playing
Scottish music to end a gentle and hugely enjoyable
gathering.Thanks must go to Neil Hill, Gordon
Garman and the Campbeltown SC for organising a
great weekend.

Julian Cable,East CoastArea

Gaffers gather at Campbeltown:GordonGarman&Neal Hill,
(SCO)Alison&Julian Cable(EC) andMaryGibbs(NWA)
Photo:Alistair Randall

ʻMaster Frank̓ built1896andstill basedin
theIsle ofMan
Photo:Campbell Fox

R̒obinetta̓
Photo:Campbell Fox

ʻMolly Cobbler̓
Photo:Campbell Fox

O̒ceanDove̓
Photo:Campbell Fox
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Sailing incompany:
wind!We both (mainly ‘Robinetta’)made efforts
to sail, but neither boat had the engine off all day. I
decided to treat it as a mobile picnic, had Humphrey
(the autohelm) on most of the time, and enjoyed
the sunshine, the birds (especiallythe battalions of
gannets heading to and from AilsaCraig later in the
afternoon) and the occasional seal.Round Davaar
Island into Campbeltown Loch, I rang Neal to let
him know wewerenearly there. He and Gordon
wereon the pontoon to help us moor, with ‘Molly’
rafted up against ‘Robinetta’. I immediately claimed
‘Worm’, Robinetta’s dinghy, and went off for
sculling practice, lovelyin these clear waters, with
the seaweedwaving gently below.

The next day there was a lovelysouthwesterly breeze,
and we all went for a sail. I have to say the breeze
rapidly increasedto southwesterly4-5, but not until
I had got all sail up. In these protected waters, I
decided not to reef, but it was hard work, ‘Molly’is
only a smallboat! We all had a good thrash, though
‘Molly’(yes, the boat with the shallowestdraft -
whoops!), and later one of the bigger boats, went
temporarily aground on a shallowspit, we got off
without much difficulty, the wind was in our favour.
(That will teach me to check charts even for a sail
outside the harbour!)

That eveningwewereentertained in style at the
local sailing club, with good food and drink,
excellentmusic, and plenty of friendly company.

Sunday, the forecast wasfor increasing winds, so
those boats which had to get home on time left
early, leaving ‘Naiad’, ‘Cuan Mist’, ‘Robinetta’ and
‘Molly’on the pontoons. Next day the seawasstill
rather bouncy, so wedecided not to leavefor Gigha
(whither ‘Naiad’, ‘Robinetta’, and ‘Molly ‘were
headed) until early the next morning.

ʻMolly Cobbler̓ andʻRobinetta̓
‘Molly’left her berth beside ‘Robinetta’at 06.30.
‘Robinetta’ followed us close, but ‘Naiad’ left later,
a faster boat, she caught us up shortly before Gigha.
There wasalmost no wind, but a southwesterly
got up, mostly of no use evenfor motor-sailing. I
looked forward to using it once wehad rounded the
Mull of Kintyre, and meanwhile enjoyed the trip
along the coast, including watching the sealplaying

waspassing us, the mainsail was down, and we
werepicking up a mooring in an absolutely calm
Ardminish Bay.Soon ‘Robinetta’ was there too,
and that eveningwe ate together in The Boathouse
restaurant, ferried in ‘Worm’!

Come the morning, and the mist wasthick enough
that we could not see the mainland. ‘Robinetta’and
‘Naiad’left after 10.00, but I did not feelconfident,
evenwith a chart plotter. The mist gradually
thinned, though it could not be said that it cleared!
By14.00 ‘Molly’was leavingArdminish Bay, in a
mirror-calm sea. I decided to go north-about, and
easily identified the various rocks and skerries aswe
went. Once north of Gigha I could make out Jura
and Islay, well, I could see shadows where they were!
I set the autohelm, and we motored acrossa sea like
grey silk. It wasnot until wewere off Ardmore Point
that we encountered a slight westerlybreeze, and
could motor-sail past the rocky islets scattered off
south Islay, till we could identify the buoys outside
Port Ellen harbour. Good old Navionics!Visibility
wasstill pretty poor. There wasJulian, waiting on
the pontoon for me and still time to walk into Port
Ellen for some study of local whiskies!

The next day we tried to go out for a sail (the
previous couple of dayshad been rather frustrating!)
but not only had an uncomfortable swellgot up, but
the wind fluctuated in seconds between Force0 and
Force 4. The day after, with a strong southeasterly
forecast,we both went on bus trips. Julian and
Alison visited southwest Islay, which was fantastic,
they said, while I took my folding Brompton bike
on the bus and ferry to Jura, and cycledround the
south coast to Craighouse, also a fantastic trip.
Fish and chips and intensive weather forecast study
followed, and then, earlynext morning, ‘Robinetta’
left her berth and headed for Rathlin Island and on
to Carrickfergus.

I took a deep breath, and settled down to wait for
the wind to change, so that ‘Molly’and I could head
north through IslaySound to explore the Hebrides.

Photoandreport:Mary Gibbs,NorthWales Area

Mary Gibbs, sailing ‘Molly Cobbler’single-handed,
brings a report of her passagewith ‘Robinetta’to the
Campbeltown Classicsand beyond.

Continuing my journeynorth, intending to visit
Campbeltown Classicsbefore heading for the inner
Hebrides, I wasdelighted to learn that ‘Robinetta’
was also coming north. She reached Peel as I was
about to leaveWhitehaven. Locking out at about
03.00, it was soon light enough to see so ‘Molly’and
I enjoyed a beam reach in a southwesterly breeze,
before the wind died and I had to start the outboard.
We made good speed reaching the Mull of Galloway
early. I negotiated the swirlsand upwellings which
(today, approaching slack water) were all wesaw
of the tidal racewhich can extend northeast of the
Mull and anchored off sandy EastTarbert Bay.

I wasworried I might be too late, and headed out
into the tossingwaters off the end of the Mull
a little early.There werehundreds of different
seabirds, all enjoying a feast of fish contributed by
the meeting of the tidal currents. We stayed close
to the cliffs, dotted with sea caves,and were soon
clear enough to head north. The southwesterlyhad
returned, so wehad a broad reach most of the way
to Portpatrick, with the tide giving us a lift, and
the showersheading from Ireland towards Scotland
kindly avoiding us. I got the sailsdown well outside
Portpatrick, but found the entrance became clearly
visible aswe got nearer, and the orange leading
marks popped into viewjust as we needed them. It
wasvery manageable, and soon wewere heading for
the inner harbour. Julian had briefed me on what
to expect, long lines down the harbour walls, large
fenders alongside. I managed to get alongside a
ladder. One of the watchers offered help, he got on
board and held ‘Molly’while I got loops round both
lines. Not a one person job, if that person isme!

After a passageof over 65 miles, and being underway
for 16 hours I was ready for my bunk. Next day we
wereoff at 07.00 into a lovelysunny day, but no

off Davaar, identifying all the distant shadows
(including Ireland, soon after 08.00) and noting a
submarine heading back to basewell off to port.

Passingthrough the sound between Sanda Island
and Kintyre, at 09.00, our speed rapidly increased
by two knots, as the tide took us west and the cliffs
to starboard got higher. We were doing over six
knots as weapproached the Mull of Kintyre. The
GPS recorded 9.3 knots over the ground aswewent
round. Further out werebreaking overfalls,but we
were only half a cable off the cliffs, no sea came
aboard. At this moment, the wind got switched off!
It really did feel that sudden. The shipping forecast
on the radio half an hour later promised ‘S-SW3-4
increasing 5 at times.’Oh, I said, where?Certainly
not here!So it wasmotoring acrossa gently rippling
sea,with the tide giving us a lift, and the mainsail
staying up as a gesture of optimism. By13.00
the waypoint near Cara Island wasahead, ‘Naiad’

“After apassageofover65
miles, andbeingunderwayfor
16hoursI was ready formy
bunk”
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Carried over from last year, we bring the report of
another cruise to Scotland by Bristol Channel Area
member, Patrick Vyvian-Robinson in ‘Capraia’.

The passagefrom Milford Haven to Oban was
looked upon as a ‘deliverytrip’with the aim of
getting to Scotland as quickly aspossible with
minimum ‘sight-seeing’en route. It wasa gruelling
337 mile single-handed trip taking six sailingdays,
made much easierby the fitting this year of a tiller
pilot! The first anchorage (after a 15 and a half hour
passage)was in Aberdaron Bay, the last halt for
pilgrims at the western tip of the Llyn before the
sacred island of Barsdsey,the resting place of 20,000
saints.

We rested for two days in Holyhead Marina making
the most of Geoff’s excellent hospitality, then off
to Port St Mary, IoM. After a short spell rocking

violently on a visitor’smooring we came alongside
the breakwater which provided blissful shelter in the
freshening southerly. Next we headed for Northern
Ireland, our final stop before reaching Scottish
waters, and anchored in Brown’sBayat the entrance
to Larne Harbour, a most convenient stopover that
would seeus again in two months time!

From Oban, and with the luxury of a crew,we
headed for the Outer Hebrides viaCanna, a popular
stopping off point for yachtsheading to/from the
outer islands.The weather wasgrim but a bracing
walk and a warm and welcoming cafénear the
harbour kept morale high. The sailing instructions
warned of poor holding in the bay due to heavykelp
and sure enough wedid drag our anchor but luckily
during daylight and whilst wewereon board!

The Outer Hebrides liveup to their reputation:
wild, remote and unspoilt, with few cruising yachts
and numerous sheltered anchorageson their eastern
shore. Once there distances between anchorages
werekept short, staying in many places for more
than one night to make the most of exploring
ashore. During the two weekswewere in the
Outer Hebrides wehad no need to take on fuel, we
resupplied with water from shoreside taps using a
jerry can and shopped at local stores, often a good
walk from our anchorages. Bewarned, there is no
Gaz sold on the islands as the ferries are not allowed
to carry it.

From the treacherousSound of Harris and the
island of Ensaywe turn south via North Uist,

ʻCapraia̓ sailed northin2016: aCeltic Cruise

Benbecula and South Uist (all joined by
causeways)to Eriskay.We moored in yet
another beautifully sheltered natural harbour,
AcairseidMhor, and set off on foot for the
village. It wasn’tlong before a car stopped
offering a lift to the village.It turned out that
the driver was the Island’s police officer –
whether this waspure coincidence, or a check
on a suspicious looking stranger I will never
know! If I had to choose a favourite island in
the Outer Hebrides it would be Eriskay.It
helped that the weather wasglorious but the
friendliness of the place and its people, and
without doubt, the story of the S.S Politician
added to its attraction. The Politician (also
the name of the only pub on the island)
with its cargo of 250,000 bottles of whisky
bound for America ran aground here in 1941
providing islanders with a free, copious and
illegal supply of whisky!The story is told in
the endearing 1948 film, ‘WhiskyGalore’.
Imagine my delight on discoveringthat the
film wasbeing shown that very evening in
the Community Hall on Eriskay.The poster
read: ‘Tickets £5 which includes a weedram’.
I thought I would suggestthis to our local
cinema!

On Barra I wasmeeting new crew arriving
by ferry from Oban. It is possible to fly
but the airstrip is on a beach– meaning all
flight times in syncwith tide times!Despite
being high season only one other yacht was
moored in Castle Bay - probably because
severesoutherly galeswere forecast and the

fact that the anchorage offered little in the wayof shelter
in winds from this direction. Having consultedwith the
other skipper, we decided to head into BaghBeag, a small
unchartered inlet with a very narrow entrance, a sill and a
rock which dries to 2.6m in mid- channel!My neighbour
led the wayand he promptly hit the rock! Luckilyno
damage wasdone so weproceeded with extreme caution,
now much clearer as to the exact location of the rock. We
laid our anchors in readinessfor the storm that in the end
wasbad enough to stop the ferry from the mainland and
keep us boat-bound for 48 hours!

With new crewaboard, our final exploration of the Outer
Hebrides took us to Mingulay, wherewe encountered a huge
colony of sealsbasking on the beach, and later Vatersay,
the southern-most inhabited island, which boasts the finest
beach on the east side of the Outer Hebrides.

The next day we set sail for Skyeand Loch Scavaig,
described in the Clyde Cruising Club’s SailingDirections as
‘oneof the most dramatic and awe-inspiring anchorages in
Europe’. In the low cloud and heavy rain wewere deprived

Enjoyingaweedramtocelebrate arrival in
Scotland,at anchorArosBay, Islay

Poll anTighmhail,LochRodel,Harrisprovidingperfectshelter butonlyaccessible at
hightide.Theportchannelmarkcanjustbeseen totheleft oftheharbourwall – when
thetopoftherockis awash thereis 3.1minthe channel. Sadly thehotel/restaurant
hadclosedandis upforsale.Thenearesttownis Leverburgh,21⁄2milesaway!

CannaHarbour,thebusiest anchoragewe encounteredall summer!

Sunset overCastle Tioram,LochMoidart.Onceacentre ofpowerofthemedieval
Lordshipofthe Isles, andlater oftheMacdonaldsofClanranald, theCastle was
burntontheordersofthe last chief ofthedirect linewhenheset offtojointhe
doomedJacobite risingof1715.
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overfallsand critical tidal gates – not all of which
were negotiated aswell as they should have been!
‘Time and tide wait for no man’ so from here on I
wasdetermined not to repeat mymistake!

We left Rathlin Island at dusk to make sure we had
the tide to carry us around the Antrim coast arriving
in the early hours at our familiar Brown’sBayas the
tide turned. Sixhours later we wereoff again with
the tide to push us down to Ardglass,not for a jar of
pickles but definitely for a visit to Coney Island!

From Northern Ireland it was acrossthe Irish
Sea to Holyhead and a crewto help me with the
last part of my journey home. We surfed our way
into Caernarfon for one night and pottered into
Fishguard for another before enjoying an exciting,
and rapid, passagethrough Ramseyand JackSounds!

Back from our two month Celtic Cruise and safely
on our mooring in the Haven, we look back on a
memorable adventure that took us 1,264 nautical
miles through four sea areas to four Celtic countries.
We visited 23 anchorages, picked up eight visitor’s
moorings and moored alongside harbour walls,
pontoons or marina berths on eight occasions–
mostly for fuel, resupply and crew changes. We
caught fish, sawan abundance of wildlife, met
local characters and soaked up spectacular scenery
whereverwe ventured – and we had some fantastic
sailing!

Patrick Vyvian-Robinson,Bristol ChannelArea

of the mountain viewsbut we did experience the
‘violent downdraughts’ also described in our sailing
directions.

Having left the gin clear waters of the outer
islands, here weanchored in a brown soup, caused
by the amount of rainwater flowingoff the peaty
mountains and into the Loch!

Everything waswet through so the next day we
made for Carbost in Loch Harport, home of the
Talisker distillery and a recommended pub called
the Old Inn. The rain was relentless aswe headed
northwest along Skye’sshrouded shore but hot
showers, tumble dryers and a livelypub awaited our
arrival!

Dry, rested and re-energised from a two day diet
of fresh seafoodwe headed back to the mainland
via Eigg as the wind dropped and the weather

brightened. Our next destination was the wild and
remote upper reachesof Inner Loch Nevis, entered
through narrowswith shoals, drying rocks and
strong tidal currents. JackSound has been a good
training ground for these waters!We found our
perfect anchorage and ate barbequed Pollock caught
that evening in the Loch.

I try and avoid using marinas but if you have to then
Mallaig gets the prize!Small, friendly, helpful with
excellent facilities and a long uncluttered visitor’s
hammer-head for an unwieldy gaffer; this was the
perfect place for another crew change and resupply.
From here it is time to start creeping south back
towards Oban but en route we explored asmany
of this coast’snooks and crannies as possible. First
stop Loch Moidart, described as ‘oneof the most
picturesque of allWest Coast lochs’but also as
having ‘oneof the most difficult of all entrances’.
Neither description wasunderstated!

Getting the weather and tide right for a passage
around Ardnamurchan Point is critical and timings
meant that wewould reachour next destination
in darkness. Luckily calm conditions and a clear
night made life easierbut the narrow entrance
of LochDrumbuie and an unlit fish farm was
challenge enough. Loch Teacuis,with its rock
strewn approaches required a lookout in the bow
and careful pilotage. A yacht ahead, also entering
the narrows, changed his mind and turned around
hailing us with a cry of ‘too shallow’.We continued
safelythrough the first narrowsand onto the
second, also littered with rocks lurking just below

the surface. On a rising tide and moving just fast
enough to maintain steeragewe crept into the
inner loch but soon retreated to find better shelter
from the increasing southerly. Not surprisingly not
another soul to be seen, totally peaceful and isolated
with just sealsand seabirds for company – this is
whywe came.

With crewset ashore in Oban, it’son southwards,
singlehanded again until we get to Holyhead. The
route back took us to Colonsay, Port Ellen on Islay
and beautiful Rathlin Island.This part of the trip
involved numerous tricky headlands with serious

ʻCapraia̓ sailednorth(cont.)

Seals feeding,sleepingandsocialising inMingulayBay

Securing theanchorinLochnaCuilkce,LochScavaig, Skye –
describedas apopularanchorage,butnotinweather like this!

InnerLochNevis– theperfectanchorage!

Ardglass,anhistoric coastal townboastingsixcastles fromthemiddleages.
Themarinais overlookedbyaVictorian Bath House,providingprivacy for
ladies whilst bathing(obviouslyonlyathightide!)
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Areyouindistress?
Your Editor is always pleasedto receive unsolicited articles and
reports of recent or, as in this case,older ‘talesof sail’. BCA
member, David Graingersubmitted this remarkable extract
from his logbook, 1974. David owned ‘Mignonette’from
1969 until sometime in the early‘80s, and brought up his two
children to sail aboard her. She is in the OGA Boat Register,
now owned byMark Horton.

I heaved a sigh of relief as the land loomed out of the mist.

We had just, only just, managed to weather Little Hangman
Point and sail into the calmer waters of Combe Martin Bay
before the foul flood gathered strength. Main reefed right
down and only a little staysailset, wehad beaten down the
Bristol Channel from Minehead for sevenhours against a
risingWSWly which reached Force 7. Now we were in a
position to dodge the tide and work the eddies down the
bays to our destination, Ilfracombe.

Our Club had organised a week’scruise in company from
Pembroke Dock over to Somerset and Devon. Amotley
flotilla of sixboats set out originally. Besidesmy 28’ LOA
gaff cutter ‘Mignonette’ (nominally an auxiliary, but in
practice the engine was so unreliable as to be useless) it
included a 40’ deep-draughted Hillyard, a Folkboat, a
Van der Stadt 26 footer and a large Downey-McAlpine
catamaran. We were now down to four; one had stayed at
Dale; the skipper of the catamaran had doubted her ability
to get to windward in this wind and sea so remained in
Minehead’s snug harbour. Poor visibilitywith frequent rain
squalls had quickly swallowedup the others a short way into
this passage.The strain wasso great that a little later we had
carried awayour port staysail sheet fairlead and we had to
rig a jury lash-up to carry on.

Asa bit more of the coast appeared, I took
bearings and went down belowto plot our
position.

‘ARED FLARE!!’shouted my 11 year-old
son Rich, then alone at the helm.

AsI made my way across the cabin, for a split
second I wondered whether he could have
been seeingthings in the murk and the low
cloud. But he had first ‘goneto sea’at three
months old, his carry-cot wedged between
the bunks of a 20’ gaff sloop; at four I put
him into a sailingdinghy and pushed him
out from the bank on the end of a very long
line; at six I had a small sailing dinghy built
for him; at eight he took his first night watch

alone at sea, telling me, ‘Yougo down and
get some kip, Dad, I’ll be all right.’ My doubt
evaporated, I had to trust him.

‘Where-away?’I asked.He pointed to the
NE. My heart sank. I had no alternative but
to put up the helm, easesheetsout into the
open Channel and surrender someof the
hard-won ground wehad struggled to make.

‘ALLHANDS ON DECK!’ I called below.
My other two crew, Pete and Joe, tumbled
out of their bunks and came up dragging on
their oilskins. Another two parachute flares
following in quick successionconfirmed
our heading and we schooned along down
wind and sea, rousting out warps and fenders
on the way in preparation for boarding if
necessary.

We could now seeour target through the
brume. Lying a-hull tossed by the waveswas
‘Maramy’ the Folkboat. Very quickly we were
closeaboard and hove-to while I hailed her.
She had ripped her reefedmainsail from luff
to leech and shipped a big seadown her open
companionway which had swamped her
engine. Owner Graham had his wife Louise
and crewPat aboard. Did they want to be
taken off? ‘No, just towed to ‘Combe!’

‘Mignonette’was now not likely to make
that port herself in any caseuntil a long time
after the tide turned again, let alone towing a
yacht almost as big as she was.

‘Setyour jib and run back up to Minehead,’
I advised, but a noise in the sky above alerted
us to an Air SeaRescue helicopter, so we
stood off and on to await developments.
Shortly the SeaCadet vessel‘TS Bideford’
hove into sight, apparently radioed by
the coastguard. We veered awayand the
helicopter disappeared.

‘AREYOU IN DISTRESS?’hailed the Bideford’s
commanding officer through his loud-speaking trumpet.
‘No,’ replied Pat. ‘Yes,’said Graham.

‘AREYOU IN DISTRESS?’ repeated the ‘Bideford’. ‘YES!’
Graham shouted, and ‘Bideford’manoeuvred close and
passed a towing warp across.Pat reluctantly secured it to the
Samson post, and ‘Maramy’was towed slowlynorth towards
Swansea, over 20 miles away.Alarmed by the precise words
which had been exchanged, I wasconcerned that she would
be the subject of a salvageclaim so we tacked and closed her
once more.

Out of the mist came the ‘Combe Lifeboat ‘LloydsII’ and a
long three-cornered altercation developed. ‘Bideford’altered
course to the SW and wasmaking, I would estimate, about
a knot over the ground when Pat went forward and cast off
the tow. In short time the coxswainwith great skill brought
the Lifeboat within a foot and heaved over a warp, so once
more ‘Maramy’mwasunder tow towards ‘Combe. The
would-be salvorsmelted awayinto the murk.

So ‘Mignonette’ was left alone in an empty sea to flog away
to windward until the tide turned. It wasnow a good Force
8 and we had been set up-Channel for severalmiles. Later
for a while the wind eased a little, Force 6 maybe, but it was
a long, hard, wet beat to even hold our own. Eventually,
fivehours after sighting the flares,we once again weathered
Little Hangman Point. The wind backed and piped up again
carrying away our starboard staysail sheet fairlead, calling for
a second jury lash-up. In another hour wewereanchored in
the Range at Ilfracombe to sort our gear out, then moved
into the Outer Harbour to moor with three anchors.

Soakingwet, cold and tired we eventually got ashore to find
‘Maramy’moored in the Inner Harbour. Graham and his
crewwere carousing in the Pier Tavern with the lifeboatmen.
The coxswaintold us that Bideford’scommanding officer
would indeed have claimed salvage.He had a reputation
for it and they wanted to prevent that happening again.
Mind you, free beer all afternoon and evening for the whole
lifeboat crew, including those ashore, cost ‘Maramy’a
pretty penny. Her name is now proudly emblazonedon the
Lifeboat ServiceBoard for 1974.

DavidGrainger,Bristol ChannelArea
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TalesoftwoEast Coastrallies: sailingwithandwithoutthewind!
CrouchRally: aracewithnowind!
We went for the Saturday and stayed for supper. On Sunday
we acted as committee boat to start the race, but then had
to leavebecause a great niece among the crew developed a
temperature (though this got better by the end of the day).

It wasa beautiful May weekend, so unlike other Fambridge
rallieswhere crewshuddled in the NFYC watching new
50kn highs on the club anemometer like a Mike Peyton
cartoon. The pontoon wasfull with many beautiful
old gaffers and VIC ‘96’, a steamer from 1945: a naval
Victualling Inshore Craft basedon the design of the Clyde
puffer that featured in the TV programme ‘Vital Spark’.

Saturday supper wasa fantastic spread provided by Elaine
(straight from work) and Trevor Rawlinson. A great breakfast
spread followedon Sunday morning. There were four hardy
entries that persisted to cross the start line for the Sunday
morning race. It took 1.5h for everyoneto use the occasional
breath from the west to overcome the incoming flood to
pass the start, so the course wasshortened even though the
tide helped them return despite the lack of wind. RoyHart
used the shallow draft of ‘Greensleeves’with the centreboard
raised to work the shallowsto his advantage. Another
unusual feature for N Fambrigdewas the crowd thronging
the shore, as a fair washeld in the boatyard. Four gigs raced
with different crews,with plenty of family and supporters.

18thSwallows &Amazons
Walton & Frinton YCopened their doors to
the East Coast Gaffers in style. The weekend
featured a race out in the Walton Backwaters,
the heart of ‘ArthurRansome Country’. A
two man film crewwas seen interviewing and
filming some of the spirt of Swallowsand
Amazons to be released as a short film ‘Ayear
in the life of Swallowsand Amazons’.

The wind was forecast to be a top 4 gusting
5 so the plan was to race out over theWade
around somemarks, in the hope wemight
be able to change the plan to ‘nip round
the island’.This spoof worked and 17 boats
started the race around Horsey Island leaving
it to port.

The fleet included six smacksboats from
the East Coast Gaffers and two W&FYC
boats; Chris Brooke's Jewel ‘Lapis Lazuli’,
and ‘Montmorency’, a spirit of tradition
boat along the lines of those featuring in
the Arthur Ransome books. The fleetwas
supplemented by other small gaffersranging
from Anna Brooke's 9’6” ‘Peter Pan’ to a

This all meant many promenaders on the
pontoon showinginterest in the OGA.
Thank you once again to Trevor and Elaine
for all their hard work in organising the rally.
Photos& report:
JohnWarren,East CoastArea,skipperofʻWilliamʼ

beautiful lugger. There were two development gaffers, ‘Fyre’
a lug rigged 505 and ‘PapaLittle’ a gaff cutter modified
Wayfarer (photo p.51). Gusty conditions and shallowwater
did cause some upsets, including a capsizetipping the
AssociationPresident, AlistairRandall, into the water.

The winner overall and first smack boat was ‘Happy Days’.
Dinner for 23 washeld upstairs in the club with some blues
music entertainment from club and Gaffermembers in the
bar later on. The next day the wind was just the samebut
the gusts werestronger so a reduced fleet of eight boats went
off for a trip in the direction of Witches Cottage and ended
up on a delightfulbeach at the end of the footpath. Once
again the fleet wassupported by the club rib (on its own this
time) with another club support boat. Fiveboats completed
the trip with lunch on the beach and a cracking reach across
the Wade on the return trip to end in a beat up to the club.

There were sevencampervans near the pond and five tents
in the Wilberforce's orchard. This bias towards vansmust
indicate something! The club arranged the weekend before
Christmas last year as free from any other club activities.
They wereable to give tremendous support on the water to
the fleet for both days.Our thanks to the Wilberforces, staff
of the Clubhouse and safety boat crewsunder the guidance
of the Brookes, Roger and Peter.

Pete Elliston, East CoastArea

ʻWindfall̓ tipsouttheAssociationPresident
Photo:Pete Sweeney
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NOGnote Z̒oe̓: anewOldGaffer
The design for ‘Zoe’ started over 20 years ago with my wish
for a small, uncomplicated boat that I could rig and sail
singlehandedly but with sufficient space for 4 in the cockpit
for a day sail and a cabin that could sleep 2 occasionally.
Building had to wait until I’dretired and had a suitable
garage. It then took three winters – summers being reserved
for sailing – and she wasfinally launched in July last year.

She is built of AlaskanYellowcedar (strip planked) on
mahogany ply frameswith ply decks and cabin. The internal
trim is mahogany and the cockpit seats and external trim is
teak. The cabin sides are varnished asare the Sitka spruce
spars so she looks similar to the little pocket cruisers that
werepopular in the 1930s.

Having owned a Cornish Shrimper and sailed in whalers,
Falmouth working boats and pilot cutters I’veseen first-hand
the merits of a gaffer and so choose a gaff rig. This allows
me to put the mast up singlehanded and is convenient for
trailing as we found when going to the Semaine du Golfe
(Brittany) in May.

Joining the OGA will allow‘Zoe’to sail alongside all sorts of
other gafferswith the occasional light-hearted race thrown
in. I’m doing the Falmouth Classics this year and hope to be
involved in many OGA events in the future. I particularly
look forward to hearing about other owners’experiences
with different types and sizesof gaffers.

Julian Wolfram,SouthWestArea
Photos:NigelSharp

AREANO. BOAT MEMBERS̓ NAMES POSTALADDRESS
EC 6133 MrNicholasPhillips 2OrchardCottages, Seething Street, NorfolkNR151AL
EC 6134 Verity MrPaul Dunn 27Kiltie Road,Tiptree,Colchester,EssexCO50PX
EC 6153 MrRichardBass TheWhiteCottage,RobertHall Road,ArnesbyLE8 5UX
EC 6154 MrHarryBlathwayt 20BroadReaches, Ludham,NorfolkNR295PD
EC 6164 Lahloo MrRichardBailey 72ChapelRd,WestBergholt, Colchester,EssexCO63JA
EC 6167 MrCharlieWard TheBoathouse, Morston,Holt,NorfolkNR257AA
NE 6165 MrColinRobson 48HauxleyDrive, Newcastle-upon-TyneNE32SR
NI 6138 MrsVictoria Dews&MrMartin Dews 45WilliamStreet, Newtownards,CoDownBT237EN
NW 6135 MrMarkSilvester &MrsKayeSilvester Swallows Barn, ClamgooseLane,CheadleST102EG
NWA 6136 MrJames Taylor TheOldForge, Chestnut Farm,HootonRoadCH661QU
NWA 6144 MrAndrewWhite AcornCottage, Kynnersley, TelfordTF66DY
SCO 6137 DrAndrewCooper ThePoint,Walls, ShetlandZE29PF
SCO6143 Mollusc MrPeterWilson Cock-ma-lane,Largs, Ayrshire KA309QA
SOL 6140 MrDonaldFothergill MoorTop,Castleton, Nr.Whitby,NorthYorkshireYO212HP
SOL6142 MissHelenGreenfield&MrAndrewWheatley Flat 2,2Belmont,BrightonBN13TF
SOL 6146 MrIanCantley Frost-co-dur,Valley Road,CorfeCastle, DorsetBH205HU
SOL6147 MrJames Youngman&MrsRachel Youngman62St GeorgesAvenue,LondonN70HD
SOL 6149 MrJulian Reid Cranswick,TheGreatPark,WindsorSL4 2HP
SOL 6150 MrRichardWard QuayHouse,QuayRoad, Lymington,Hants. SO413AT
SOL 6151 MrRobertHall Stella Maris,Waverley Park,OldRoad,ECowesPO326BT
SOL 6152 MrSimonMoss 17CedarDrive,Everton SO410ZB
SOL6156 MrVictorRobinson&MrsElizabeth Robinson Rectory Cottage,Cuxham,WatlingtonOX495NQ
SOL 6158 MrChristopherDawson 14Rydens Road,Walton-on-ThamesKT123BX
SOL6159George&Alice MrSteve Jenkinson OakCottage,Borders Lane,Etchingham TN197AF
SOL 6160 MrsCarolineFelgate &MrStephen Felgate 26WestonAvenue,WestMolesey,Surrey KT81RG
SOL6161 Norn MrBen Cumpstone 38NutleyAvenue,Saltdean,Brighton BN28EB
SOL6162 Poppy MrKevinAGorringe 36WestClose,Polegate, East SussexBN266EL
SOL 6166 MrTimLoasby 35Kings Road,Dorchester, DorsetDT11NL
SW 6139 MrMarkEmney&MrsSusan Lytton DeanLodge,Swallowcliffe,Salisbury SP3 5PG
SW 6141 MrSwithunMason 4Beachside Cottages,La rueduPont,GrouvilleJE3 9BT
SW 6145 MrPhilip Sambles 34Briansway, Saltash, DevonPL124AZ
SW 6148 Zoe MrJulian Wolfram 6MadeiraWalk, Falmouth,TR114EJ
SW 6155 MrAndrewMiles 59MatthewsRoad,Yeovil,SomersetBA214JQ
SW 6163 Naiad MrNickMurphy 63HighStreet, FinstockOX73DA

Welcomeaboard!
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YarmouthFestival: 1-4June
We bring two reportsfrom participating skippersat
the Yarmouth Festival this yearand a few comments
receivedby the organising committee after the event.
Most of the boats listed in the reportsare in the OGA
online Boat Register, and there’salsoa slideshow ofmore
photoson the Solent Area website.

“Ahoy,Betty II!” “Ahoy,Carlotta!” “Ahoythere,
Spinaway X,weare comingalongside!” Gaffers
love toraft up.“AhoyRedGoose,Step Back inTime,
East Breeze andMoonRiver,tonamejust a few old
friends. ʻOld̓ refers totheboats,notthefriends.
Ben has arrived in ‘Betty II’, a 1921 shallowdraft
East Coast design complete with centr board, very
light and fast, clearlyone to win prizes. Barbara has
sailed from Shoreham in ‘Moon River’a Yarmouth
23, singled handed and having to cope with the
engine refusing to go astern! Marion, also single
handed, has come from the Itchen in ‘East Breez’e,
a Tamarisk 22. My ‘Carlotta’is aHeard 28 built
in 1993, so not strictly speaking an old gaffer.The
great thing about this Festival is that all are welcome.
‘SpinawayX’ on the other hand was registered in
1889 as an open fishing boat using hooks on a long
line, hence the term Plymouth hooker. Later she
wasdecked in and cruised as a yacht. Most of the
fishing boats and oyster dredgers of 28’ and less
were originally open boats and it was only after
World War I that the fashion for adding a cabin
became prevalent. Maurice Griffiths of ‘The Magic
of the Swatchways’fame was one of the people who

promoted cruising in such boats and some of his
designs are here.

I am busy ‘dressingoverall’and putting out more
flagsat the cross trees: club burgees in order of
seniority to starboard and pennants from previous
festivalsto port. I take so long that I miss out on
the beer and unaccompanied male voicesinging
at Yarmouth SC across the road. Ben did not
encourageme to join him, probably he has found
out that I am tone deaf and like to sing veryloudly.

My sausagesfor the barbecue are still in the freezer
at home, so I take scampi and chips from ‘The Sign
of the Blue Crab’ to the RoyalSolent YC to meet up
with a whole bunch of friends I have not seen since
we left Douarnenez last summer.

The Gaffle Raceis threatened by flat calm.We tie
onto ‘PollyAgatha’who is already moored to a
buoy in Bouldnor Bay. ‘Betty II’ ties onto us and
if the wind had not got up this could have been a
record long string of gaffers.Great timing by the
RaceCommittee meant we got awayin a freshening
breezeand the whole fleet went tacking up the
Green against the tide: a fantastic spectacle. After
a closeencounter with Old Harry’sRock wemade
the pier and decided the time had come to explore
the mainland shore. We discoveredColton dead

ahead and went for it. There wasjust time to round
Colton and head back towardsBouldnor and the
Committee Boat. We crossedthe line one minute
before the 14.00 deadline. ‘Betty II’was the winner.

The entertainment on Friday eveningwasback
at Yarmouth SC. The food wasexcellentbut the
performance put on by JC and the Dance Preachers
wasout of this world. I think the band is partly
a family affair and I recognised the drummer
from another Island band. There wasaudience
participating on triangle and ukulele, foot tapping
and dancing. Mark Hickman, boat builder and
violin maker, entertained us with two sea shanties of
his own while accompanying himself on guitar.

The Gaffers race next day wassailed in much more
windy conditions, but we carried our topsail to the
end. Again, the RaceCommittee did us proud. It
wasa brilliant gaffer course with plenty of reaching.
‘LookBack in Time’, one of the smallest boats, was
the winner. We got back to the harbour in time for
the jousting and log races. It wasverywindy but
three of the logs managed to sail the course and two
teams completed the jousting to the amusement or
bemusement of bystanders.

After prizegivingsome went off to pubs and
restaurants but a large number of gafferssqueezed

into the Royal Solent dining room for more
excellent food and conversation.

Sunday morning sawsome preparing to race but as
I was single handed I got ready to leave.The helpful
Yarmouth Harbour staff helped me turn ‘Carlotta’
round and wemotored out into the Solent.With
just the headsails set, we ran goosewinged, heading
for home and the Medina River.

Piers Rowlandson,SolentArea

Start of theSailingLograce
Photo:BenCollins

Findvideos ofOGAMembers̓ boatsbyBobAylottat www.myclassicboat.com

Gatheringofthegaffer fleet atYarmouth
Photo:BobAylott,myclassicboat.com
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AR̒agbagofothers̓ or J̒oining therace̓?
YOGAFFmarks the start of the season, a first gathering of
the OGA clan. The harbour finallycomes aliveafter the long
winter, with music and song, strawberriesand cream. Old
sailing friends are rediscovered, their boats brightly dressed,
fresh varnish gleaming, the start of the new season.

This year the weather gods played with us, the wind was up
but by only somuch. A chance for the timid to push the
boat, join the race and take on the rest!

The attraction of an OGA race is its
democratic nature, everyone can have a go
and when the conditions are right, all sorts
will join in. You can spot the serious crews,
all notepads and certainty. For the rest of
us ‘laggards’,the challenges of a Gaffer
Race start well before we leave the land.
For a start you need to pressganga crew,
howevermotley the outcome, then there’s
a big book of rules and instructions you
should have read but which seemfit only
for a lawyer’soffice. Then follows the ‘Race

YarmouthFestival: 1-4June
officer’briefing, a kindly but baffling affair,
a special language of codings and warning
flags, radioed timings and buoy shapes, of
the position of an elusivestart line and a
start time that may be fiveminutes later than
common sense suggests.

‘Don’tworry’we are told, just seekout radio
channel 36 (or is it M1?). The finer secrets
of the racecourse will be fully revealed to you
at the very time you are most stressed and
flummoxing around seconds before the start.
And be ready for anything!Theo&MirandaThornewith

T̒heGribblewhoatemyshorts̓
Photo:BenCollins

Memory, D̒olceVita̓
Photo:BobAylott,myclassicboat.com

Racing gaffers atYarmouth
Photo:BobAylott,myclassicboat.com
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. . . ??. . . A cornucopia of yellowbuoys
ahead, but which one is which? You’llbe all
right on the water, comes a voicein my head.
The wind is fresheningand behind me the
confident were raising their topsails to go for
the kill, aiming north westwhile the radio
voicegoes silent . . . no time to ask for those
missing secrets . . . follow the rest!

Were we alone in our lost world out on the
Solent that day, or were the others the same?
A ‘ragbagof others’, well some of them at
least!The OGA just wouldn’t ‘do’without
them would it?

BenCollins,SolentArea

Feedback fromYOGAFF
I would like to thank you and the team for
putting on a good show this weekend. A
great time washad by all on ‘Charlotte
Elizabeth’. Youeven managed to arrange
good weather. I’m impressed!

I would just like to saya huge thank you to
all at the OGA for such awonderful long
weekend, and for being so understanding of
my quarter ton /Ayanami/. I will be at more
events (if you will have us) in the future. The
entertainment wasexcellentbut the overall
friendliness of the members stood out.

The organisation and help of the berthing
masters wasexcellent. A rib met boats at the
entrance to the harbour and escorted them to
their berth. Alsothere were staff waiting in
the pontoon to help boats moor up. Excellent
idea and very welcome.They even waved
boats off on departure! Thank you.

Asusual the hospitality of the Royal Solent
Yacht Club wasan essential element in the
successof the event.

Just some thoughts about ‘Fun on the Water’:
I think wemisseda trick about pushing
advertising it to those arriving after the
Thursday welcomedrinks.

Friday night at Yarmouth SailingClub was
better than everand the high light of the

Asa boy I used to help to start the races at our local sailing
club. I was baffled then by the rituals and codes used and
I remain none the wiser to this day. Those who take racing
seriouslyand do it everyweekend know their stuff, study
the wind, tides and charts, and know their buoys. They are
cleverand use their instruments to set the course and go
for broke. The ‘ragbag’that is the rest of us ‘others’,launch
ourselvesoff clutching our race chart freebies, listen to the
VHF radio for what advicewe can glean and follow the rest.
You’llbe all right on the water once over the start line, came
a kindly word of reassurance.

It takes focus to get a novice Gaffer crew ready for a race.
Rehearsalsin tacking routine are a must if limbs are to
remain unbroken and fingersattached to hands. Ropes
snaking everywhere, tugging backstays released. Flailing jib
and staysailsheets to be snapped tight in proper time. Not
an activity for the faint hearted coming new to the sport!

Sailsall a billow; soon the fleet is out of harbour and
bearing down to the line. A plague ofmenacing bowsprits
crisscrossesour path. Skipper barking commands as sailsflap
up the masts. The bravest skippers amongst us areworking
the stream, pushing for the line and a perfect timing for
the starter’sgun. We hurl abuse at our upwind neighbours,
pleading space to manoeuver!The radio crackles out its
instructions all codings, timings and other information lost
in the wind as the final countdown is upon us. Somuch
mental energy used up before weeven start and still only a
guess at where to go next. But we’reoff!

Festival for me. The two races were excellent. The course on
Saturday wasjust right. Warmest thanks to race officers.

The evening spent in the Yarmouth SailingClub was
excellent.Met some interesting, friendly people.

Many thanks for all your work in making YOGAFF such
an enjoyable event. The organisation wasflawlessand the
whole weekendmemorable, for much more than the sight
of Spinaway’sbowsprit approaching at speed!With what the
weather has produced in the past couple of days I was very
happy to have safelyberthed ‘Dolce Vita’ in Bembridge on
Sunday evening.

YarmouthFestival: 1-4June

Alice Erb,with thewinningLog
Photo:BenCollins

ʻDaisy̓ waits forwind
Photo:BobAylott

Gafferfleetwaits forthewind
Photos:BobAylott,myclassicboat.com
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This summary from Solent Member, Richard
Jacobs’online logneatly links the Yarmouth
reports on previous pageswith those overleaf
for the South West ralliesat Falmouth and
Helford River.

‘IvyGreen’ is just back from a great ten days in
Cornwall. Well, actually she’sin Dartmouth, waiting
for the next event!We took part in both Falmouth
Classicsand the OGA’s Helford River Rally. For
those that aren’tinterested in the detail of our log,
here’sa summary that I hope will encourage others
to travel down from the Solent next year.

Despite starting to look for crew sixmonths ago,
none wasavailable for the passagefrom the Solent
to Falmouth. Louise nobly volunteered, just before
she waspress-ganged.We had to wait until the
last minute for a gap in the SW winds and ended
up doing the trip in one 28 hour session,mainly
under motor, arrivingat lunchtime on Thursday.
Somewhat late arrival for the Friday start.

We found almost 200 classicsof all sizes,from
a Memory 19 to pilot cutters, ‘Grayhound’ and
Brixham trawlers. Most of them rafted five deep at
Falmouth Haven. There wereplenty of non-gaffers
too, including Hilliards, Harrison Butlers and even
a fewvisitors from France. ‘Lyra’had also made it
down from the Solent area. We had two days of
racing in the Carrick Roads. If you don’t know these
sheltered waters, it’s time you went and visited. Just
don’t expect to keep up with the Falmouth Working
Boats!There was a parade of sail, led by the Royal
Navy and assorted lifeboats.

The bargain fee for all this wasjust £30. For that we
got moorings, pasties, beer, whisky, art and racing.
We alsogot uninterrupted sunshine. For a little
more we got a great barbecue at the Royal Cornwall
YC. About the only thing not on offer wasa lot of
wind, but it didn’t seem to matter much. They get
much less tide down there anyway.

S̒ophie̓ and I̒vy Green̓ racing atYarmouth
Photo:BobAylott,myclassicboat.com

Solent andSWgaffers: fromtheblogof I̒vy Green̓
On Monday many of the gaffersheaded across
the bay to the Helford River.There the sunshine,
sociability and lack of wind continued. It’sa
beautiful spot, with plenty of room for visitors.We
enjoyed a beach barbecue, dinner in the Helford
River SC and a verrrry slow race.

Thank you to the organisers of both events (there is
a substantial overlap), who made us most welcome
and allowed us to take 2nd place in our class.

It would be great to see the Solent Gaffers well
represented in Cornwall next year. Yesit’s a long way
for some of us, but it’s not difficult if you can wait
for the weather. Why not join the South b’Sou’West
cruise in July this year, to find the way(p.11)? Then
go and join the regattas next year.

Did I mention the concurrent International Sea
Shanty Festival?And yes that is a gaff-rigged
Wayfarer!It wasvisiting from the East Coast, p.51.
Smaller boats can alwaystrail!

RichardJacobs, SolentArea
www.topsailors.org

Photo:Alistair Randall

Photo:Alistair Randall

46



GAFFERSLOGJULY2017GAFFERSLOGJULY2017

49

Falmouth Classics2017 welcomed over 200 entries
including 96 entering to race.This was the largest
entry for many yearswith gaff rigged boats from
the South West, Solent and East Coast OGA Areas.
SeveralOGA members were prizewinners.

Participants enjoyed glorious sunshine and fantastic
conditions over the three days. Vesselstravelled from
Bristol, the Thames, Edinburgh, Vancouver and
France. The classicboat regatta was celebrated in
grand style, with two days of exciting and sometimes
frustrating racing around the bay followedby a
spectacular NFU Mutual Parade of Sail and Power,
followed by a Parade of Small Boats. To celebrate
150 yearsof the Falmouth Lifeboat, the morning
parade was led by HMS Puncher, closelyfollowed
by nine vintage lifeboats, with a beautiful variety
of boats and sailsof all different colours and shapes
then making their way through the glittering waters
of Falmouth Harbour and the Carrick Roads.

The event is helping to draw increasingly large
crowdsto the town in conjunction with the
International SeaShanty Festival. A considerable
number of visitorsmade their way to key vantage
points around the town to watch all the on-the-
water action. Those watching the Parade from

Pendennis Point werealso entertained with maritime
melodies from shanty group Short Drag Roger.

The new events added to the programme this year
were incredibly well attended, with traders and
visitors alikeenjoying the bustling Maritime Village
on Custom House Quay. Spectators alsoenjoyed
an exclusivelook at the classicboats up close, with
a chance to visit over70 boats moored at Falmouth
Haven for a couple of hours on Saturday. Berths
this year weresponsored by partner sponsor Taylor

TilleyEndurablesFalmouthClassics 30thAnniversaryevent: 16-18June
Wimpey. The new Saturdaymorning Rowing and
Sculling competition saw16 participants taking
part in a variety of races including singles, pairs,
4-crew skiffsand sculling, culminating in a closely
fought battle between the skippers of local50’ ketch
‘Hardiesse’and visiting lugger ‘Grayhound’, with the
home team securing the victory.

Ahighlight of the prizegivingin the National
Maritime Museum Cornwall was the presentation
of a framed photograph of a past Classicsevent
to SueTreneer who has been involved in every
Classicsevent from 1987, initially as crewon the
committee boat, later as race officer and currently as
administration officer.

This fantastic weekend could not have gone ahead
if not for the outstanding support of all the Classics
volunteers, including supporters from Falmouth
University SailingClub, Falmouth Marine School

and the RoyalCornwall YC.The reaction from
both visitors and participants alike has been
overwhelminglypositive, and with numbers up from
last year, the Tilley Endurables Falmouth Classics
is definitely securing its place as a firm favourite
in both the UK sailingcalendar, and amongst the
classicboat events around the world.

Report: DonGarman,SouthWest Area
Photos:Alistair Randall

Photo:DonGarman
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Racewinners
Overall and Class 2 David Cade Memorial
plate: ‘Gimli’Mark Darley (R Dart)
Class 1 1st John Scarlett Memorial Tankard:
‘MaryRitchie’Don Garman (Helford)
2nd ‘IvyGreen’Richard Jacobs (Solent)
3rd ‘Gwenili’Martin Goodrich (Thames)
4th ‘Aelous’SteveLorraine (Mylor)
5th ‘SusanJ’David Patuck (Helford)

18 gaff rigged yachts and one classicBermudan
joined the South West GaffersRally on the Helford
following the Falmouth Classics.The beautiful
weather experiencedduring the Classicscontinued,
severalcrewsgathered for lunch in the Shipwrights
at Helford and in the evening 52 skippersand crew
enjoyed a beach barbecue. Moored on the beachwas
a gaff riggedWayfarer, ‘PapaLittle’, trailered from
the East Coast toMylor and skippered by a very
hoarseOGA singerstraight from the International
Shanty Festival.

On Tuesday, the easterlywind provided a pleasant force 2- 3
easterlywind at the start of the race. Fourteen boats made a
good start on the line betweenDurgan and the Voose buoy,
but ‘Gwenili’,a 1910 Bordeaux built yawl,was the first to
sail into a hole. ‘IvyGreen’, an Ed Burnett design, kept in
the wind and sailing close in to Mawnan Shear carried the
breezealmost to the Dennis buoy and slipped around the
mark in the dying wind. ‘Gwenili’,‘Gimli’, a Memory, and
local boat ‘MaryRitchie’ achieved the southern shore and
sought to make use of a whisper coming of Dennis Head
and worked inchingly towards the windward mark. Boats

HelfordRiverRally
behind them began to retire. Race officer,
Don Garman, announced that the race
would be aborted at 14.30 if a breezedid
not arrive. At 14.26 a seabreeze approached
and those who had not alreadyretired got
underway. Soon sixboats had rounded
Dennis. The RaceOfficer shortened the
course and boats were to round Pilchard
and sail back to the finish line. ‘IvyGreen’
was the first to round Pilchard followedby
‘Gwenili’and ‘Gimli’ and light weather sails
were soon hoisted. ‘Mary Ritchie’, now a
little behind the leaders raised her balloon
jib and began to reduce the distance. Next
to round Pilchard, in a faltering seabreeze,
were the two Heard 28s ‘Aeolus’and ‘Susan
J’who battled it out to the finish line. The
remaining boat on the course, ‘DevonMaid’,
retired. The prizegivingwasheld in the
Helford SC where Association President,
Alistair Randall presented the awards before
dinner.

Report: DonGarman,SouthWest Area
Photos:Alistair Randall

Memory19 G̒imli̓ (overall winner)and1910Bordeauxbuilt
yawl, G̒wenili̓ (3rd)race inlightwindsontheHelfordRiver

Gaff-riggedWayfarer, P̒apa Little̓, sportingherpinktopsail, trailered from
theEast CoasttojoinSWGaffersandtheFalmouthShantyFestival
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DublinBayOGAAnnualRegatta
After the muster on Thursdaywith arrivalof the tall
ships and visiting boats, theDBOGA Regatta got
underway on Saturdaywith the annual racefor the
Leinster Plate. It wasa beautiful sunny daywith early
breezereducing in forceas the afternoon woreon. The
race took place against the background where one of
the race favourites, SeánWalsh, had made some ‘mods’
to ,Tír na nÓg, which included anew positioningof
her mast.Meanwhile, ,Naomh Crónán, wasboasting
a brand new suit of sails(with a purposely reduced sail
areaon the main).

The reduction in wind speedand change in direction
wasto greatly influence the race asa decision to shorten
the coursewasforced on RaceOfficer John Alvey.This
change had a big impact on the result asthe eventual
winner, Dennis Aylmer, sailinghis own ,Móna,,
admitted that ,Naomh Crónán, would definitelyhave
overtaken him had the breezenot died away.Dennis,
with crewof ‘strategist’DickTulloch and sonRichard,
wasnever really likelyto be overtaken and wereworthy
winners; while ‘NaomhCrónán’ skippered by Paul
Keoghlooking resplendent (the boat I mean) came
home a verycreditable second. Brian Comerford’s
Bermudan rigged yawl ‘Verve’,an Arthur Robb design
built byTyrellsofArklowin 1964, took the Classicnon-
gaffprize.Mark Sweetnamaboard his Naiad 42 footer
‘DonCarlos’ took the Bermudan prize. Aspecialaward
of a bronze currach waspresented to RaceOfficer John
Alveyof PYBCin recognition of all his excellentwork
for DBOGA.

The highlight of the weekendentertainment had to
be the PYBC‘BeachParty’on Saturday evening. In
brilliant sunshine Dublin’s answerto ‘BuenaVista
SocialClub’rendered some fantastic Cuban music
on the Club veranda ‘deckedout’ including specially
coveredin tons of builders (er sorry, beach) sand for the
occasion to the delight of children of all ages.LOL!The

sights and sounds wereawesome.Seriously, the Latino
band added a new spicy (salsa)flavour to the evening’s
entertainment.

Former President Tim Magennis presented the Leinster
Plate, for the second yearrunning, to our current
President Dennis Aylmer. There’sa name for that sort
of thing isn’tthere?Croneyism, trumpery? Anyway,a
reallyfantastic evening of brilliant music, good food and
most importantly great company. DBOGA recorded
on the night its huge thanks to the Commodore, Roger
Smith, and members ofPYBCfor their unmatchable
hospitality.

Sunday sawus head upriver dressed overallto join
the tall ships and add colour to proceedingson the
water. The tall shipsmoored along the quaywall
mad amagnificent sight, mobbed with visitorsmadly
curious for a ‘gawk’on and belowdecks of these lovely
leviathans of the deep. It wasa vision ofwhat a bustling
docklandsmust have looked likein the 18th and 19th
centuries with massesofmasts, spars and rigging. ‘Bessie
Ellen’,‘PelicanofLondon’, ‘Earl of Pembroke’ (the
authentic square rigger is a replica of ‘HMSEndeavour’
which Captain Cook sailed to Australiain 1768),
‘Kaskelot’and the very impressive‘Standardt’ from
Russiato mention a few.

The DBOGA fleettied up along the pontoon to join in
the fun ashore and ‘visitthe fleshpots’assomeone put
it. (I think hemeant purveyors ofpizzaor a burger bar).
There waseverytype of food and drink to be had, some
just sat aboard with a leisurelycold one and chat with
friends. Veryrelaxingamidst all the hubbub ashore.The
evening’sentertainment at PYBCwasdazzling Irish trad
music kicked offwith a greatmix of jigs, reelsand song
to keep the feet tappin’and the hands clappin’until late.

Thanks to all our visitingfriends fromNIOGA, led
by President Gary Lyons,and the distinguished and
unique LordKinhallan of Spence.Thanks alsoto our
stalwart visitors from acrossthe pond, ElderGaffers, Sue
and Pete Farrer.

DBOGA wishesto expressits thanks to the PYBC
Commodore andmembers for their magnificent
hospitality.We alsowant to congratulate Charlie
Murphy of Dublin Port Company for a hugely
successful,bigger and better Riverfest2017 and thank
him for his steadfast support of our event over the years.

DaveOwens,DBOGASecretary

Theblessingof N̒aomhCrónán̓
A40’Galwayhooker based on the lines of the
‘Morning Star’wasbuilt by a group of friends
with no previous boatbuilding experience.Made
to plans drawn bymaster shipwright JoeMurphy
of Dublin Port shewaslaunched at Dublin, June
1997. She’sbeen a great successand major credit
to all who supported her building and sailing.Her
first Skipper Stiofán O’Leary, is a formidable man
of many talents; retired school principal, talented
woodworker and accomplished musician, often
to be seen and heard in sessionsat that seminal
venue of Irish music O’Donoghues of BaggotSt.
Stiofán surrendered his role in 2002 to Paul Keogh.
Paul is the main driver of allmatters related to the
custodianship of the boat. It was a great occasion on
11 June to seeMick Heffernan, who dreamt up the
whole idea, the two skips, crew, families and friends
assembleon the breakwater at PYBC to see ‘Naomh
Crónán’ receiveher blessing from the RevFrs. Ivan
Tonge and Derek Harris. In keeping with the spirit
of OGA fellowship the Rev Fathers then went along
the breakwater to bless a visiting Scottish vessel‘Eala
Bán’(Scots Gaelic for ‘White Swan’)for which the
skipper and crew wereevidently very grateful.

A̒ighVie̓ is readyforlaunch!
Paddy Murphy is restoring to her former glory his
Manx Nobby ‘AighVie’, Manx gallic for ‘Good
Luck’.He tells us she’llhopefully be launched at
Renvyle,Connemara in August.This fine craft,
built 1916 for Mr William Ball at Peel, Isle of Man
by Nicholson & Watson wasfirst registered RY40
(Ramsey). I’msure everyone in our OGA family,
who knows Paddy, or appreciates the scaleof the task
he has undertaken, willwant to wish him the very
best of luck and happy yearsof sailing with her!

DBOGA:ablessingandalaunch

Tallshipsline thequay
Photo:DaveOwens

ʻNaomhCrónán̓ sails with visiting
DutchOGAcrew member,Rik Janssen, 2010
Photo:VivHead
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AREAREPORTS AREAREPORTS

SolentArea
In March, about 20 Solent members, including
some new ones, assembledat Gosport Boatyard
for a tour of the Submarine Museum. BenCollins
wrote, “We were an inquisitive party. Once aboard
the ‘Alliance’,the impressively largeWW2 state of
the art submarine, still in commission into the ‘60s,
we pitched our questions. Our friendly guide fell in
with the Old Gaffersflock animating the cramped
quarters of the torpedo hold with tales. It took seven
men to lift, manoeuvreand not drop a 10ft torpedo
into the firing tubes. We snaked in single filealong
the tunnel like companionway into the recessesof
the interior.”

We werealso impressedwith the wooden turtle,
a Gafferish vehicle from 240 years ago. Lunch at
nearby Hardy’s restaurant sawplans for the season
being discussedand an opportunity to present
Jessicaand Mike Warren with the David Cade
trophy, awarded in January, for their contribution to
the OGA overmany years.

April sawa group of members enjoying a Fitting
Out lunch on a fine and busy day at the SussexYC,
Shoreham. The purpose of venturing east was to

support Brian Skinner. Brian, a somewhat lonely
gafferwho hails from Newhaven, is keen to build
a sub-group ofmembers in our ‘EastEnd’ ports.
Contact Brian by email: brian.skinner2@btinternet.com

New OGA member Anthony Baumann wrote, “A
perfect spring day, with the tide running fast on the
Adur, and dinghies spinning in a chillywind - ideal
weather to be sitting inside the warm SussexYacht
Club enjoying lunch with a panoramic viewof
others taking their sailing seriously.Especially
pleasant for the those of us whosefitting out won’t
be complete until the weather warms a bit more!
This was the setting for the latest Solent OGA
meeting, to encourage those East of Selseyto meet
up with those from the West. The scorewasa little
unbalanced - but so what! Anyopportunity for this
‘newto gaff, new to the OGA’ to talk with old is
welcome as they contemplate YOGAFF.”

The intense (and in some casesnothing short of
frantic) scraping, scratting and slopping which
went into preparation of boats for the event led to a
turnout of 100 Solent Gaffersat the Yarmouth Old
Gaffers Festivalat the beginning of June. The shore
side event took place this year and that is what it
is called. Over 70 gafferswere joined by our classic
Bermudan friends and an increasingly significant
Mo-Gaff chapter. Seep.40 for reports and photos.

Having been a fine weekend, Sunday at Yarmouth
promised high winds and some Gaffersprolonged
their stay. Terry Smith in his open Memory ‘IreneV’
escapedwith others, early on Friday morning. Terry
won the PetronellaCup, being the boat under 20’
which sailed the furthest to the festival,and he made
his 23 mile trip back to Langstone in record time.

All visitors are important but wewereparticularly
pleased to welcomePeter Draper in ‘Caronia’, the
Solent Regional Flagshipof the Year2017 and our
friends who sailed BrixhamTrawler ‘Vigilance’ from,
guesswhere, Brixham!

We are alwayshappy to welcome members from
other areas.Our events can all be booked through
The Solent website: www.oga.org.uk/solent

MarionShirley,SolentAreaSecretary

Bristol ChannelArea
AsI write this we are just a few daysoff midsummer
and the weather is at last warming up on the Bristol
Channel. However,our BC OGA programme has,
so far, been rather hampered by adverseweather that
seems to sweep in just as the gaffer fleet is planning
to sail. Having said that, there has been plenty of
informal activity amongst our members in between
times!Our sailing programme effectivelystarted on
the first Thursday in Aprilwith the commencement
of our weekly ‘Gaffer’sNight’ sail in Cardiff Bay.
Our Fitting Out Supper washeld at Cardiff Bay
YCafter sailing on 27 April, when a dozen or so
members enjoyed amost convivial evening. This
year wehave introduced a weeklyself-timed race
around the buoys in the Bayon GaffersNight.
Raceswill be part of a summer-long series,with six
to count for each competitor. So far wehave eight
boats competing, but there is plenty of time through
the summer for more to join in. We have lost a few
Thursdays to high winds, no winds, and temporary
closure of part of the Bay.The fastest time so far
posted was set by John Guy’s new BayRaider
‘Merlin’,and she looks like being the boat to beat.

On 18 - 19 Maywehad planned for a two-day
cruise from Cardiff to Portishead Marina, but with

westerlywinds force 6-7 forecast, the trio of small
boats who signed up to go decided on discretion,
and postponed the trip to June. Instead weenjoyed
a day-sailto the Usk on the first day that included
a near swamping of Viv Head’s Shrimper ‘Nutmeg’
during a boisterous beat back to Cardiff with wind
over tide. Keith McIlwain’s‘Daydream’also braved
a trip from Cardiff round Flatholm in testing
conditions on the second day, when the overfalls
to the east of the island provided an exciting finale.
The weather again intervened for our Tenby Cruise
in Company scheduled for 9 - 11 June, when a
deep Atlantic Lowslid overus, bringing continuous
rain on the Saturday and near gale-forcewinds.
Fiveboats assembled off Dale in Milford Haven
on Friday, but given the forecastwe decided that
a day sail in the Haven followedby supper in the
LawrennyArms would be a sensible strategy, rather
than sailing round St Govan’sHead to Tenby. The
two Heard 28s, ‘Capraia’ and ‘SallyJ’, the Salcombe
Trader ‘Lilian Rose’,David Grainger’s ‘Happy
Quest’ and the Oystercatcher 20 ‘Charlie’made
a fine sight, sailing through the Haven. A visit to
Tenby by road on Saturday proved the wisdom of
our decision, steady rain, near gale-forcewinds and
the harbour crammed with pleasure craft sheltering
from the storm.

The BC programme of events is on our OGA
webpage.We look forward to good weather and
great sailing: www.oga.org.uk/areas/bristol-channel

CharlieHarris, BCAPresident

C̒hloe̓ headingupChannel
Photo:VivHead

L̒ilian Rose̓ sailing in
MilfordHaven
Photo:CharlieHarris

C̒aronia̓ flies herpennant
Photo: NHS-UK
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EastCoastArea
The Annual Dinner at the RoyalBurnham Yacht
Club was its usual silly and wonderful self.While
a fivecourse black tie dinner may not seem a very
‘gafferfriendly’ event in reality it is wonderful fun.
Photos taken on the night show a civiliseddinner
in a dining room festooned with gaffer flagsand
banners, but cannot conveythe healthy buzz of
conversation, the many spontaneous toasts, both
serious and silly, and the frequent galesof laughter
which accompanied them.

The Easter Fitting Out Supper washeld on the
barge ‘Victor’in Ipswich Dock. Attendance
was smaller than hoped, but several less familiar
members attended, making for an interesting
and enjoyable, if low key, event. ‘Victor’made a
wonderful venue and will be host to us again at the
start of the August Cruise (p.10).

After fitting out it was time to start sailing. 2017
kicked off in fine stylewith 16 boats attending a
small boat rally at Tollesbury at the start of May.
Unfortunately strong winds restricted sailing to
one day only. The first big boat event, on the river
Crouch at the end of the month, had the other end
of the weather and no wind for race day (p.38)!
There’s a report on p.39 for Swallowsand Amazons.
This highly successfulevent was run by a our
younger gaffersforthe first time this year, and they
did very well!

Check out the website to seewhat is happening on
the East Coast this summer, and join us if you can.
AlisonCable,Eastcoaster andECwebsite Editor
www.oga.org.uk/eastcoast

NorthWalesArea
We had a great evening at the Penrhyn Boat Shed
Party, with over 70 in attendance. Somemembers
evenmanaged to dance to the band, the ever faithful
Coffin Dodgers. They playeduntil late and looked
as though they wereenjoying the atmosphere too.
Hot food excellentlyprepared and servedbyAnn,
with thanks to Joan and Lil for the superb cake,
cheeseand biscuits. Scott was thanked for the use
of his workshop. He must have spent many hours(?)
tidying up for us all to have a good time. Seep.10
for details of the Holyhead Boat Festivaland other
local events this summer. We look forward to seeing
you on or off the water sometime during the year.

Sue Farrer,NorthWalesAreaSecretary

WesternAustralia
The postponed OGA Regatta wasfinally sailed
on 30 April, 2017. What a beautiful autumn day!
Well worth waiting for after the gale that blew on
the original scheduled day. Lack of wind for the
first hour meant all boats started at the same time.
Consequently the fastest boats were the first home in
all fleets, so they took handicap honours aswell. All
the good efforts of the handicapper were frustrated!
Find out more about Western AustraliaOGA online:
www.gaffrigsailinginwa.org

NorthEastArea
The Blyth Regatta 3 - 4 June 2017, with an
estimated attendance of 25,000, provided an ideal
opportunity to promote the OGA(NE) with a
recruiting display to attract ‘saltysailors’and ‘pasty
faced landlubbers’ alike.Our highly motivated and
enthusiastic team of raconteurs regaled the punters
with tales of ‘wind& waves’.The Blyth Regatta
2017 has been developedon the back of the North
SeaTall Ships Regatta which started at Blyth. It was
reported that ‘ . . . Blyth is a tidal deep water port
which can accommodate the largest sailing vessels
and offers first classamenities and support’. The
organisation wasdivided into ‘dry side’and ‘wet
side’activities. The OGA(NE) were involved in
yacht, coble and skiff racing and ‘Old Gaffer Racing’
which awardedpoints. Lots of accumulated points
mean big prizes!The finale wasa ‘Grand Parade of
sail’through Blyth Harbour accompanied by two
Royal NavyArcher Class Patrol Vesselsand Ocean
Youth Trust North Yacht ‘JamesCook’.

The Blyth Tall Ships Initiative is Lottery sponsored
and recapturing the spirit of adventure of 200 years
ago. It aims to rediscover the Antarctic landmass in a
sailing ship ‘Williams II’ to inspire this generation of
young persons to fulfil their potential:
www.blythtallship.co.uk

The OGA(NE) hold their meetings in the Blyth
Tall Ships ArchiveMuseum which has an ambience
reminiscent of the origins of ‘old Gaffers’and vessels
in trade under sail.Our illustrious President, Des
O’Meara, ‘oldman of the sea’has a medium term
objective to increaseour membership to around 40,
especiallyendeavouring to attract younger members.
On severaloccasionsduring our discussions the
name ‘Old Gaffers’has bemused these potential
newmembers, thinking that retirement wasa pre-
requisite for membership.

We are veryenthusiastic about the OGA Dinghy
Project, utilising it as a platform for recruiting
younger members. The Dinghy Packagewill be
promoted as a ‘build and sail’project to the Blyth
Tall Ships, Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme, local
schools and colleges.

It is our aim to promote and organise representation
from the OGA(NE) at the OGA 55 Anniversary
Rally in August 2018.

Outgoing AreaSecretary Jim Bell is aliveand well.

FrankWCockburn,NEAreaSecretary

NorthWalesAreaAGM

OurAreaAGMwill beheldalittle later this year on
Saturday, 11NovemberatHolyheadSC.
OurannualdinnerintheSailing Clubrestaurantwill
follow theAGM.
Asspaceis limitedpleasecontactSue Farrer to
bookaplace. Ourdinnerhasalways beenverywell
attendedsoplease bookas soonaspossible to
avoiddisappointment.

F̒rolic̓ atTollesbury
Photo:AndyHobden

H̒ero̓ enjoyingthe breezewhenit came
Photo:HannahRugg

Gaffcutter ʻWagtail̓
Photo:Frank Cockburn
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SouthWestArea
We seem to spend a long time over the winter
looking forward to the sailing seasonand, once it
starts, several events come along very quickly. Last
month in our Areawehad the Brixham Heritage
Regatta, Falmouth Classics(neither organised by the
OGA but we are veryhappy to support them) and
the OGA Helford River Rally. I am pleased to share
reports from organisers of these events (p.48).

AsI write, we are looking forward to the Start Bay
Rally and Race, 30 June - 2 July and, later in the
month, to welcoming the South by SouthwestOGA
Cruise in Company fleet as it moves though several
of the ports in our Area(p.11). Unfortunately,
Plymouth Classics28 - 30 July had to be cancelled
due to problems with berthing arrangements.

Visit our website for up to date news about what’s
going on in the southwest: www.oga.org.uk/south-west

DavidBewick, SWAreaSecretary

TrailerSection
The first two events of the year, Lechlade and Beale
Park, are done and dusted. Both went well, the
weather godswereon our side and the sun shone
for us. Lechlade is our regular season opener, a slow
drift up and downstream from St John’sBridge for
picnics on the riverbank in an idyllic location with
like-minded friends. What’s not to like?

At BealePark we show off the OGA flag,
demonstrate sailing gaff-riggedboats, talk to
people who, for the most part seem to like their
boats wooden and traditional, and generally have a
good time. The newOGA presentation kit looked
splendid – many thanks to the OGA GMC for
agreeingto refresh the tent and banners. Numbers
appear to have been down at this year’sshow, though
the OGA stand remained busymost of the weekend.
Looking at the car parks, it almost appeared there
weremore people presenting than visiting. There
is some concern as to whether the show can be
sustained in its present form.

The next two Trailer Section events, Norfolk
Gathering and Rutland Water Rally, will have
happened by the time you read this. Soon after
those, wewill be off to Clywedog, 3 - 7 August or

the South West AreaRiverDart Rally, 4 - 6 August.
These are both idyllic sailing locations though of
quite different character. Find details on the website:
www.oga.org.uk/areas/trailer-section

The OGA Trailer Section has represented the
Association at BealePark Boat Show since 2006.
In previous yearswe have rented a tent from the
organisers to displayour photographs on home
made or second-hand boards. By last year the display
wasbecoming tatty and needed replacing. We
approached the GeneralManagement Committee,
suitably contrite, and asked if they could see their
way to spending just over £1,000 for eight ‘pop-up’
banners and a displaytent. Having our own tent
savesover £200 a year in rental and the banners
would look professionaland bang up to date. GMC
smiled upon us and in due course a purpose built
tent and banners arrived.

Somemight question the repetition of ‘OGA’on
everything. At a boat show everysurface has some
logo or manufacturer’sname emblazoned on it. We
need to ‘shout’ as loud as possible to be noticed.
Our thanks to Pete Farrerfor the artwork and Tony
Kiddle for organising purchase of the banners.

KeithMosley&MikeStevens,TrailerSection

DublinBayArea
DBOGA held its annual Regatta over the June Bank
Holiday weekend at PoolbegYacht and Boat Club
& Marina (PYBC)in the heart of Dublin Port with
terrific weather. Dovetailingwith the Dublin Port
Co. Riverfest there were plans for a big increase in
water based activities including the visit of eight tall
ships. We all enjoyed the great mix of activities as
the public thronged along the quays.We made some
significant changes in our Regatta which worked out
brilliantly. Joining forces, DBOGA and PYBCheld
Regattas over the same four days. Events were co-
ordinated and managed in a waysuch that the whole
would be greater than the sum of the parts.

Thursday sawthe arrival of the first tall ships. A total
of eight vesselstying up on the south quays in front
of the almost completed Central Bank of Ireland
HQ. On Friday eveningwewelcomedvisiting
boats and held a gathering of old friends at PYBC.
DBOGA provided supper and music. The musicians
rendered the full repertoire of the ‘Irish ballad
songbook’,which included never to be forgotten
versions of ‘RaglanRoad’ and the Scottish song ‘The
Lifeboat Móna’made famous by LukeKellyand the
Dubliners with everyone joining in on the choruses.
Skippers’ briefing wasslated for 10am so most stayed
late to enjoy the craic and the singing. Another great
night in Poolbeg!For a full report, seep.52.

DaveOwens,DBOGAAreaSecretary

FalmouthClassics
Photo:Alistair Randall

B̒essie Ellen̓ ofPlymoutharrives inDublinPort
Photo:DaveOwens
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EastCoastyoung(andold)gaffers
On the River Deben in Suffolk, young gaffersJosh
and Sam have been restoring the 40’ ferrocement
ketch ‘Annelis’.Built in the 1980s in Cornwall, she
sustained damage to her hull and was neglected for
severalyears. In taking her on, their mission is to
restore her to a seaworthy state and sail her around
the world. Follow her on Facebook to find out more:
www.facebook.com/ketch.annelis

In Ipswich, there’sanother young gaffer, Will
Thomas, who has rescued ‘Juanita’,the 1896
Falmouth Quay punt formerly owned by Peter
Gerard, Maurice Griffiths’wife.Will found her in a
very sorry state at Bawdseyand intends to restore her
to sail and race once again.Visit the OGA online
Boat Register for more: www.oga.org.uk/juanita

B̓ird ofDawning̓
During the earlymonths of the year ‘Birdof
Dawning’, the 30’ yacht smack built by Frank
Shuttlewood at Pagleshamin 1937 and owned by
Julian and AmandaMannering, underwent some
extensiverepairs and restoration to her decks and,
inevitably, other parts that showed the extent of
their deterioration once the layersof paint had been
removed. Asso often with vesselsof this age, it’s the
iron fasteningsthat let them down.

Once the decks, of Siberian larch, had been stripped
of paint it wasremarkable to see that, in the main,
they were as good as when laid. But the iron nails
were all gone and so one major task was to refasten
with some 500 bronze screws. It wasa relief to find
the deck beamsall sound. The oak knightheads and
the top of the stem weregone and needed replacing,
and the apron and some of the stanchions were
rotten. Bits of the covering boards forward of the
channels were soft as well.

Once these had been replaced the next task was to fit
tie rods under the side decksand one across the stern
deck before caulking began. This ensured a stable
platform, for there’sno point caulking a deck if the
planks are simply going to be pushed apart.

Perhaps the most satisfyingjob to be done was the
last one: the fitting of a new capping rail. It really is
the detail that sets off a vessel,confirming her sheer
and showing off her shape. This was to be of iroko
and we sealedit with International wood sealwhich
shows the grain and givesa matt finish, good for
stepping on.

The work wascarried out by Dan Tester, owner of
Hollowshore Serviceson FavershamCreek, and Nick
Relf and they were brilliant at resolving problems as

TALES FROM THE BOATYARDS

they appeared, and retaining as much of the original
as possible.

She emerged from the great black shed at
Hollowshore, looking much as she had when
she waslaunched from that other black shed at
Paglesham80 years ago. The work has made her so
much stronger, will keep the dreaded rainwater out
and giveher another leaseof life.

With a fair wind, she’ll seeher centenary.
Julian Mannering,East CoastArea

After a ten year restoration project under her tent on
the River Deben, Woodbridge, Suffolk, SteveYatesis
preparing to launch gaff cutter ‘Cachalot’!Find out
more on her website: www.cachalot.org.uk

Newoakcovering board,stanchions,
knightheadsandthe topofthestem

Asshewas, beinglaunched in1937

A̒nnelis̓ is beingfitted outtoahighstandard

J̒uanita̓ , rescuedfromBawdseyManor

C̒achalot̓ ,hull painted,nearly readytolaunch

Atlast, readyfor launchingin thespringsunshine
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OGAburgees, flags, books, etc.
Burgees andflags
Burgees and flagscan be ordered
directly from the suppliers. Use the
detailson the left or on the OGA
website.These items are made to
order so you need to think about
them when planning your cruise,
rather than just before you leave!

MembersoutsidetheUK should
orderburgees& flagsbyphone
oremail, directlyfromKirstie.
NB: pricesinclude postageand
packing toUK addressesonly,
seethewebsitefor overseas
postagecosts
Order OGA merchandise listed
below from Marion Shirley by email,
phone or the OGA website.

Payment is by cheque, or PayPalvia
the website: www.oga.org.uk/shop

Booksandsmall items
‘SailingGaffers’£23.00
‘Conserving Historic Vessels’£26.00

OGA tie £9.00
OGA enamel lapel badge £6.00
OGA plaque £21.00
(engravedwith boat name/number)
OGA teatowel£5.00

www.oga.org.uk/shop
toorderonlinewithPayPal
email
merchandise@oga.org.uk
phoneMarionShirley
+44(0)2381787148or
+44(0)7748218444

OGABurgees &Flags
orderbyemaildirectly fromsuppliers
kirstie@flagmakers.co.uk
phoneKirstie forflags &burgees
+44(0)1494 783938
OGAburgee(triangular)
12” £16.69
15” £18.08
18” £20.87
24” £23.64
30” £26.42
OGAflag (rectangular)
12” £33.76
15” £40.64
18” £47.62
24” £56.70
30” £68.86

BookReview
S̒ailing shipsoftheBristol Channel̓ byVivHead
May2017
96pages
Colourphotosanddiagrams throughout
AmberleyPublishing £14.99

On our regular foraysinto the Bristol Channel from
Cardiff, the local OGA BC Areagaffers’skippers
and crew seldom seemany other craft. An occasional
transporter ship operating out of Bristol’sRoyal
Portbury Dock, a dredger, perhaps, and some other
leisure craft, but this is not the busy end of a British
seawayand one might well conclude that it has little
significance in the history of seafaringand sailing
ships. Viv Head’s new book puts such superficial
deductions well and truly into the recyclebin as he
opens up the incredibly rich maritime history of the
Bristol Channel, reaching back to when men first
went to sea in ships powered by the wind.

The book is organisedaround an introduction
to the Bristol Channel, and 11 sections covering;
Pioneers, Trading Vessels,Antarctic Ships, History
Ships, World Wanderers & Racing Yachts, Pilot
Cutters, Working Vessels,Trows& Derelicts,
Atlantic Gypsies,Boatyard on the Beach,World of
Boats, and a Glossary. The 96 pages are packed with
fascinating, well-researchedstories and a panorama
of images,many taken by the author. The textual
sections are written in an easy, relaxed style imbued
with humour that masks the painstaking research
that Viv has obviously invested in each of the 50 or
so individual ships’ stories.

The modest A5 sizedoes not do any favours to
the visual images that deservemore display space,
the juxtaposition of text and image is sometimes a
distraction, and an Index of ship entries would not
have gone amiss, but I’drather have this book in
circulation than not. Specialistlocal history print
publishers such asAmberley are working to fine
financial margins, so bravo to them for taking on
this title. These slight disappointments wereeasily
forgotten as I immersed myself in the book. Each
section threw up new points of interest, but for me
the most enjoyable read waswhen Viv drew me into
his research journey as exemplified in the sections
on Purton in Gloucestershire - The Graveyardof
Ships, and Boatyard on the Beach.The boatyard
in question was located on Penarth beach and Viv’s

passion for his subject shines through in his account
of three 30-40 footers built at this modest yard:
Emanuel, Caplin and Armorel.The latter two are
both now to be found in New Zealand waters, an
unexpected and fortuitous coincidence for Viv as
this is his ‘other’home for half the year. So, in the
interests of researchno doubt, he got to go onboard
both, and to helm Caplin in Akaroa.

If you know of someone that would share Viv’slove
of the BristolChannel, ships and maritime history
then a recommendation is in order. Evenbetter buy
them, and yourself, a copy - you won’tregret it.

DaveBotterill, Cardiff,Bristol ChannelArea

AbouttheAuthor
An activemember of the OGA Bristol Channel
Area,Viv is passionate about history and sailing.
He likes to travel and spend time each year in New
Zealand. But home is in Cardiff, these days the
biggest sailing centre in the Bristol Channel. He sails
‘Fleur’a diminutive lug-sailed ketch, when the tides
and winds allow.

S̒wn-y-Mor̓ atCampbeltownClassics
Photo:Campbell Fox
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MEMBERS̓ BOATSFORSALE: www.oga.org.uk/boats-for-sale
Members̓ advertsfor boatsare also available tobrowseonline.Visit thewebsite formoreinformationaboutboatsadvertised
hereandmoreboatsnotincluded inGaffers Log.Advertising onlineandinGaffers Logis abenefit ofOGAmembership.

Avola:35,000Ipswich HavenMarina
Much loved 33’ one off gaff cutter, designed J. Francis Jones, built St Osyth,
Essex,1965. Excellent, verycomfortable cruising yacht accommodating 4
adults. Sailswell under easilyhandled gaff rig, 50HP Nanni Diesel engine
giving cruising speed 7 knots. Spaciouswheelhouse & Kuranda Diesel heater
provide real four season usage.Topsail, genoa & squaresail. Carvel planked
in larch on steamed oak ribs fastened with copper nails & roves. Draws 5.25’
with external ballast keel. Saleincludes winter cover, two dinghies, cutlery,
crockery, cooking utensils, cooker with oven, hot water system& shower,
chart table, cabin & wheelhousetables. Navigation equipment included:
Chartplotter, Navionics charts, AIS receiver,GPS, 2 x Sestrelcompasses, echo
sounder, trailing electronic log, radar, autohelm, navtex, VHF DSC radio.
Brian Hammett: +44 (0)1473 231066 | wrenspark@aol.com

Rowan IV:£25,000
Much loved and rare classicboat in good original condition and of impeccable
provenance, she is a regular sailor between the Clyde and summer moorings at
Dunstaffnage and in Loch Torridon. She now seeksa new caring owner. 1938
McGruer Gaff Sloop, 29’ 6” LOD, beam 9’ draft 5’ standing headroom 6’.
Very pretty one-off Loch Fyne Skiffwith canoe stern, carvelmahogany on oak
frames, wooden spars, long iron keel. Sleeps3 to 4. Extensively refurbished in
recent yearswith new sails, roller headsail, 38 hp Nanni diesel engine. Large
cockpit, sheltered doghouse, attractive saloon in mahogany and teak. New
cushions, Taylor’sparaffin cooker and space heater. Modern Jabsco toilet.
VHF, Echo, Log,Chart-plotter.
Robin Drysdale: +44 (0)7884 230996 | robindrysdale100@gmail.com

Clearwater: £45,000
Amuch admired traditional west-country gaffcutter, frequently said to
be “the prettiest boat in the harbour”, ‘Clearwater’is for salefollowing
an intensive upgrade, renewaland refurbishment programme. Built 1980
by CygnusMarine (Penryn) and fitted out by North Cornwall Marine
(St.Columb), only two owners from new, ‘Clearwater’has been lovingly
maintained throughout her lifeand in current ownership of now retired
Master Mariner for 21 years. Ashoreat Mylor. Visit the OGA website for full
specificationand photos.
Jim Hughes: jim.hughes3753@btinternet.com
+44 (0)1872 553915 | +44 (0)7876 568061

OliveMary: £15,750
Designed by MauriceGriffiths, built 1931 by Harry King and Sons of Pin
Mill, Ipswich, ‘Olive Mary’ is one of three sister ships. A very able sea boat
which performs well and inspires confidence, she has featured in ClassicBoat
(September ’92), March (’93) and as Boat of the Month (July 2011). “Avery
special little ship”. Overall length (excluding bowsprit): 25’ 6” LWL: 23’ 0”
Beam:8’ 6” Draft: 4’ 3” 7 Tonnes T.M. Lying on her Conwy Rivermooring
in North Wales.Visit the OGA website for full details and specification.
Paul Rockey: paul.rockey@btopenworld.com

Hypatia: £43,000
Built at Blackwall,London, 1896 and in the same ownership since 1972, this
beauty must be sold due to ill health. 39’ overall, 5’6” draught. Sleepsfour.
Sailswell and in very good condition.
For full written details phone Mike King: +44 (0)1702 558770

Beth: offers in regionof£3,000
Mallard 12’ gunter rigged dinghy, clinker ply construction, Jeckellssails,Holts
buoyancy bags, oars, paddles, fenders, rigging, most fittings stainless steel. Sale
includes Jeckellstrailing cover& lighting board on galvanizedcombi trailer
(Indespension) with sparewheel. In verygood condition, 2 owners from new,
kept in a garage. Regular use on sea, rivers and lakes. Near Daventry.
Dave Rogers: +44 (0)1788 891179 | davani@tiscali.co.uk

When ordering clothing make sure you specifywhich
OGA design you want and whether you would like your
boat name or any other text added.

Order online via our own website, by email or by phone.

Polycottonpolos
Men’s, ladies’and children’spique polo (poly cotton
65/35), ‘Fruit of the Loom’ in fivecolours:
navy, red, sky (light blue), white and heather (grey)
XSthrough 4XL
Men’s:£16, Ladies: £15, Children’s: £12

100%cottonpolos
All cotton polo shirts, men’sand women’ssizesbut not
children’s in a range of colours:
black, bottle green, navy, red, royal blue or white
XSthrough 4XL: £20

Fleeces
Men’s, ladies’and children’s zip-through fleece(100%
polyester) ‘Fruit of the Loom’ in a range of colours:
navy, red and bottle green
Men’s:£28, Ladies’:£28, Children’s: £19

Smocks
Tan or Navy, V-Neck or crewneck
Small,medium & large: £38.63
X-Large:£40.43 XX-Large:£41.72

Allprices include embroidery and VAT, but not P+P.

OGAClothing range

www.oga.org.uk/shop
fora link toall onlineordering
orderbyemaildirectly fromsuppliers
sales@blackjackdesign.com
phoneSuzanneforclothing
+44(0)1621 786686

Addyourboat nameand/orsail numberbelow theOGA
designina choice offontsandstyles:
A̒LLCAPITALS̓, U̒pperandLowerCase̓ or l̒ower case̓
inachoice of b̒lockletters̓ or s̒cript̓ .

Logo 1 with two boats:
On lighter coloured shirts ‘OGA’willbe
embroidered in navy blue (or as you specify)and
on the white polo the larger boat in the logo will
be embroidered in cream.

Logo 2 with single sailplan only: Embroidered in
white on dark coloured shirts and navy blue on
white shirts (or as you specify).
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Madeline: £2,450
Fivemetre Drascombe Peterboat. Double-ended wooden classiclugsail open
dayboat. JohnWatkinson designer, John Kerr builder, 1992. Professional
glued lapstrake construction, all varnishedmahogany gunwalesand coamings.
16’6”, waterline length 13’, Beam5’9”, draft 9”, 150 kg displacement.
Combo road trailer, 3.5 HP 2 stroke Johnson outboard (service),4 new
buoyancy bags and bow bag, anchor, warps, fenders, compass, bilge pump,
oars, boat hook and paddle. One petrol outboard. Launching trolleyand
trailer winch makes day sailing and recoveryvery practicable with one or
two people. Tabernacle mast enables easyrigging onshore by one person and
stowing for trailing. Beautiful boat, very good condition.
Lying Surbiton.
Philip Treloar: philip.treloar@gmail.com
+44 (0)7814 676676 | +44 (0)20 8875 1905

Laura: laid upashore,offersinvited
Built 1900 for JH Atkey, of PascallAtkey& Son, arguably the oldest Yacht
Chandlery in the UK at Cowes, IoW. Originally an open boat she wasdecked
over in 1910. Lovinglysailed, carefullymaintained and kept on a swinging
mooring in Newtown, for many years.Taken ashore 10 yearsago for a refit.
Properly cradled, carefully covered, dry and well-ventilated. Rig and sails are
in good condition and her 2-cyl Britt engine turns freely.Still veryoriginal
lacking electronic conveniences,but she has never been mucked about.
Inventory very original including beautifully-made Pascal Atkeycopper kettle.
Lying ashore, Newtown IOW.
Dick Dawson: +44 (0)1983 760655 | dick@dpdawson.co.uk

Lily Lodestone: reduced from£4,500to£2,000
Designed by PercyDalton on the lines of the Falmouth Oyster Dredger. Hull
and decks ferrocement. Bukh diesel engine 20hp in running order. Sailsmade
by JRWilliams of Hamble.
Lying ashore on the River Dart and needs a new home and TLC.
John Smith: +44(0)1803 832294

MarthaKathleen: £40,000
Massivelystrong gaff ketch designed byArthur Holt, built for my parents by
Holt & James,Heybridge, 1977. Third hull to that design, beamy traditional
boat with plenty of internal volume and excellent seagoingqualities. Intended
for short-handed cruising off the Western Isles.Gaff ketch rig, powerful
Thorneycroft 50 engine, lots of space.Wide open laid iroko decks, simple
coach-roof for’ard of the mizzen, deep, secure self-draining cockpit aft.
We brought her south, 2005. She has had considerablework cleaningout
bilge, re-ballasting, re-caulking, running rigging replaced and standing
rigging enhanced, new working sails and light air jib from JamesLawrence,
asymmetric reacher from Jeckells.
Home port Brightlingsea.
Alastair Mackenzie: +44 (0)1255 861638 | alasdair.d.c.m@btinternet.com

Norn:£65,000
This is a rare chance to own one of Paul Johnson’sVenus 42 gaff-rigged
ketches of which there are about ten worldwide. The design is based on
that of a Colin Archer adapted for long distance cruising. ‘Norn’ is a heavy
displacment gaff riggedketch designed by Paul Johnson. Her current owners
have lived on board for 11 years. ‘Norn’ took us safelyon many long and
short passagesin conditions ranging from storms to flat calmswith many
perfect bits in between.
We have moved off her now and she needs a new owner to take her sailing
again. Seep.21 for a short report about ‘Norn’ and visit the website for more
information and links to further details.
Ben Cumpstone: yachtnorn@hotmail.com|www.oga.org.uk/boat/norn-0

Feshie ofCaladh:£16,000
Marina 75. Double ender 25’motor saileryacht built Finland 1980 by
Juta Hula. A pretty wee yacht, in commission, afloat Ardfern, Scottish west
coast. Length 7.7m beam 2.5m draft 1.1m. GRP hull, simulated clinker
construction, teak facedply decks,mainly timber deckhouse. 2 berth, pumped
heads under berth cushion in forward cabin. VolvoPenta md7b engine 17 hp
50 amp charging. Aluminium mast, Bermudan main, genoa, storm jib and
cruising chute. Profurl roller reefing. Steeringby internal wheel and external
tiller. 2 burner gimballed Camping Gaz cooker. Eberspacher cabin heating
model D2 single outlet. Spademain and kedge anchors. 2d inflatable Suzuki
2.2 2-stroke. Present owner 20 years, previous owner 17 years.
Malcolm Stewart: +44 (0)774 0781436 | mostewart@waitrose.com

Sadie: £11,500
Classicboat with great pedigree& background. Built 1980, one of the
first fibreglass23’ boats from Mylor yard. Joint project by PercyDalton &
Heard family.Kept in the family until early last yearwhen I was fortunate
enough to purchase her. Unfortunately change of work& hours mean I’m
unable to spend the time she deservesto keep her looking good. Originally
raced on the Fal, converted some yearsago. Cabin put in place giving locker
room, seaflushing heads, 3 berths small chart table & galley.Taylors cooker
purchased to replacethe current unit. Price on purchase can be agreed.With
the bowsprit in place she’s32’LOA. To reduce mooring costs a pivot to the
bowsprit installed, October 2016 reducing LOA to 23’. Allwork carried out
by one of the best traditional boat builders in the UK. Sandblasted& epoxied
April 2016, launched May, brought ashore September, currently in the yard.
Stern is shaped to take inboard engine, room below the companionway for
an engine. Outboard serviced ready for the 2017 seasonby recogniseddealer.
Impressive sail area & sails verywell in all conditions (Main, jib, staysail &
topsail). Lying Plymouth.
Bob Read: bob@cteach.net|(0)777 3846465

Blocks: £200theset &Ventilator: £300
Fivehand carved solid, vintage, quality teak double strop blocks. Sheaveshand
carved, inc. teak pin, delightfully display tool markings. Rotate freely.May
suit someone with a heritage project - Viking ‘longship’maybe?Approx. sizes
(imperial): 3 &5/8” x 6 x 3&1/4”. Swallowsare 21mm wide, can take 20mm
rope snugly and easily18mm rope working.

Well engineered brass screwdown ventilator in new unused condition. Similar
from Daveypriced at £510. Spigot hole 80mm dia. flange130mm
dia. Height open from underside of flange120mm and closed 55mm. Spigot
projection belowflange15mm. Material appears to be gunmetal or bronze.
Quality of manufacture & engineering is superb and may be German or
Dutch. There is nothing on it to identify origins.Daveywould stamp logoon,
so I rule out Daveys.
Robert Holden: robertjan.holden@btinternet.com|(0)7973468961

Winch:offers invited
One ton two speedwirewinch with gravity ratchet and wheel operated band
brake. Made byThomson Bros. Ltd., ArcheryWorks, London SE9 infinite
yearsago. Nice bit of engineering. No handle but it would not take much to
fabricate one.
Robert Holden: robertjan.holden@btinternet.com|(0)7973468961

Naiad:offersinvited
Built 1947, a 16’ 6” clinker gaff rig sailboat for sale.Mahogany on oak
frames, new mast, spars and deck. Lower hull sealed with epoxy.Decking
requires finishing, rudder fittings supplied but need re-fitting. New and old
sails included and original 200lb. cast iron centreboard. ‘Naiad’is an ideal
project for an enthusiastic gaffer to complete.

Nick Murphy: murphy.nick1947@gmail.com|+44(0)1993868575
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JAMES LAWRENCE
SAILMAKERS LTD

22 - 28 Tower Street, Brightlingsea,
EssexCO7 OAL
Tel: 01206 302863

email: lawrencesails@btconnect.com
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pbo.co.uk/11GF
0330 333 1113

GREAT SAVINGS
WHE N YOU SUB S CRIB E TO PBO TODAY

Offeropentonewsubscribersonly.Pleaseallowuptosixweeksfordeliveryofyourfirstsubscriptionissue(uptoeightweeksoverseas).Offercloses31stDecember2016.Forfulltermsandconditions,visitwww.magazinesdirect.com/terms.Forenquiriesandoverseasratesplease
call:+443303334333(LinesareopenMonday-Friday,8:30am-5:30pmUKtimeex.BankHolidays)ore-mail:help@magazinesdirect.com.Callsto0330numberswillbechargedatnomorethananationallandlinecall,andmaybeincludedinyourphoneproviderscallbundle.

UK One year Offer

EU One year Offer

UK Direct Debit Offer

Full price Offer Price % Discount

£61.20

£30.60

€117.50

£41.49

£18.99

€87.99

32%

37%

25%

Quote code 11GF
7 days a week from 8am to 9pm (UK time) Overseas: +44 330 333 1113

Get every issue
home delivered and

pay less than at the
newsagent!

MEMBERS̓ OFFERS&DISCOUNTS:www.oga.org.uk/about/members-discounts

EXCLUSIVE DISCOUNTS FROM ADLARDCOLES
Tosave 25% on nautical books,enter code OGA25 at the online checkout

www.adlardcoles.co.uk

Our summer subscription offer to OGA members

We’d like to be your favouritemagazine on
sailing.And at just £18 for one year (6 issues)
we think you’ll discover thatwe are...
Visit our shop window online at www.classicsailor.com and use code 0717CS
Or telephone: +44 (0)1273 420730 (Offer includes postage - magazines delivered to your door)



Find theOGAonline
www.oga.org.uk
www.sailing-by.org.uk

ContacttheEditor (Logandonline)
log@oga.org.uk

ContacttheBoat RegisterArchivist
boatregister@oga.org.uk
Browse theonlineBoatRegister
www.oga.org.uk/register-home

Browse Members̓ blogs
www.oga.org.uk/about/members-blogs

Advertising: Gaffers Log/online
Members̓ boatadvertsare available for
browsingontheOGAwebsite, if theyare heldin
theOGAonlineBoat Register.
Alladverts inprint andonlineare placed ingood
faith. Neither theOGAEditor, norOGA,shall be
heldresponsible forcontentor
accuracy. Non-commercialadvertisingis free to
OGAMembers.Otheradverts maybeplaced, fora
fee,inGaffersLogat theEditor̓s
discretion. Thereisnoadvertising,apart from
members̓ boats, ontheOGAwebsite.

Copydeadline forWinter issue:
20October 2017

Discover New Gaffers in

WATER CRAFT
www.watercraft-magazine.com

www.fabianbush.com

Order online or come and visit our new chandlery
at Suffolk Yacht Harbour on the east coast.

Telephone: 01394 380390 or 01473 659394 | Email: info@classicmarine.co.uk | www.classicmarine.co.uk

ClassicMarine, Suffolk Yacht Harbour, Levington, Ipswich, Suffolk, United Kingdom IP10 0LN

Main image : Photography Credit: Gill Moon | Smaller Images Photography Credit: Emily Harris

Traditional equipment for classic boats.

T R A D I T I O N A L

R I G G I N G
Underfall Boatyard, Bristol

info@traditionalrigging.co.uk
07929 927 018

All Wire & Rope Work
Rig Surveys, Inspections & Repairs

Lowmaintenance
Black Locust
woodenblocks

Youraddress
for wooden
blocks

ORDINGSHIPBLOCKS

Operetteweg 38,1323 VAAlmere
Tel:+31(0) 365364931•E: info@ording-blokken.nl
www.ship-blocks.com•www.ording.nl

Marine consultancy, Project management,
Insurance & Purchase,Valuations.
falmouthmarinesurveys.co.uk

info@falmouthmarinesurveys.co.uk
+44 (0)785 4976836



Tough, Tried
& Trusted

A full range of
high quality marine
paints manufactured

in the UK

www.teamac.co.uk

For sales or technical information on
the Teamac range, please contact us:
Phone: 01482320194
Email: info@teamac.co.uk

Call our technical services department
for help and advice on which product
to select, how best to prepare and how
best to apply.

• PLUS ask us for a colour card or
brochure

• Order on our website or find a stockist

OVER


