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/O L D G A F F E R S A S S O C I AT I O N

NEWSLETTER No. 1965/1

F i r s t l y, t he bes t o f sa i l i ng i n 1965 t o a l l o f you , and a
w e l c o m e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g n e w m e m b e r s .i'*

>

H . B e n h a m , F e l d y , T h e L a n e , W e s t M e r s e a , E s s e x
M i r a n d a

R.C.Dobbs, 1107,West 76th St . , Los Angeles LA, Cal i fo rn ia .
G a l a t h e a

R . E . G r i f fi t h s , 5 1 , S i l v e s t e r R o a d , C o v f p l a i n , H a n t s .
R e e d b i r d

M . R . L a v e r , 9 0 , N o r t h A v e n u e , H i g h b r i d g e , S o m e r s e t .
W e l s h B o u n t y

G . S . M a r c h a n t , C i t a i g i e l e a , 3 2 , H i l l h o u s e D r i v e , B i l l e r i c a y ,
E s s e x

N . M c C r e a d y , C e l t i c , H e y b r i d g e B a s i n , M a l d o n , E s s e x
A a r h

F . H . P a r s o n s , , S h i r l e y H o u s e , H i g h S t r e e t , F r e s h w a t e r , I . O . Y / .
M i n a

A . H . P u r n e l l , R o s e m e a d , 2 6 , D o w n s R o a d , M a l d o n , E s s e x
O y s t e r I I

W . G . T u c k e r , To w e r C o t t a g e , G r e e n L a n e , B u r s l e d o n , H a n t s .
T r a m m e l

A . J . Y e a t m a n , R i v e r s i d e Y a r d , B u r s l e d o n , H a n t s .

i

B . C . J a r m a n , c / o P l a t 2 , T h e , C o t t a g e , T h e R u t t s , B u s h e y,
H e r t s . P r i v a t e e r

N O T E S A N D N E W S
s p e e d y r e c o v e r i e s t o K e n B e a l e , i n S t o k e M a n d e v i l l e H o s p i t a l
f o l l ow ing amo to r i ng acc iden t ; and t o Pe te r Tangva ld , i n
h o s p i t a l i n t h e s o u t h o f P r a n c e r e c o v e r i n g f r o m a h e a r t
i n f e c t i o n . I a m a l s o s u r e t h a t a l l m e m b e r s w h o l i s t e n e d t o
t h e r a d i o o n J a n u a r y 2 9 t h w i l l j o i n m e i n c o n g r a t u l a t i n g
P e t e r o n t h e r e c o r d e d i n t e r v i e w o n D o r o t h e a ’ s c i r c u m n a v i g a t i o n .

EAST COAST AREA MEETING. There w i l l be ameet ing in the
Te a R o o m a t t h e B l u e B o a r H o t e l , S i l v e r S t r e e t , M a l d o n ( t h e
t o p e n d o f t h e t o w n , o p p o s i t e t h e c h u r c h ) o n S u n d a y, M a r c h 2 8 t h .
a t 3 - 0 p . m . T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l p o i n t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e r a c e t o b e
d i s c u s s e d , a n d w e m u s t h a v e a l a r g e r r a c e c o m m i t t e e . We h o p e
a s m a n y m e m b e r s a s p o s s i b l e w i l l c o m e a l o n g .

BOAT SHOW He lp i ng ou r l o ca l ya rd a t t he r ecen t show, i t w ras
e n c o u r a g i n g t o h e a r e n q ^ u i r i e s f o r t h e o r i g i n a l g a f f r i g g e d
v e r s i o n o f t h e i r 1 9 2 1 d e s i g n e d B l a c k w a t e r S l o o p . A l s o a t t h e
s h o w , I h o p e a l l o f y o u w h o v i s i t e d E a n l ’ s C o u r t s a w V . A .
Hammond’s excel lent o i l paint ing of Gladys, Rosena,,Sugar
C r e e k a n d o t h e r s a t t h e s t a r t o f t h e 1 9 6 4 E a s t C o a s t R a c e .
M r . H a m m o n d a n d I h o p e t h a t p a i n t i n g s o f t h e r a c e w i l l b e a
r e g u l a r f e a t u r e i n f u t u r e y e a r s .

THE RACING RULES The Assoc ia t i on has cop ies o f t he I .Y.R .U .
r a c i n g r u l e s f o r s a l e a t 3 / - e a c h . We d o N O T w i s h t o s e e o u r
r a c e s b e c o m e a g a t h e r i n g o f s e a l a v / y e r s ' w i t h t h e u l t i m a t e
resul t decided by protest commit tees, but as the events grow
i n p o p u l a r i t y , r u l e s m u s t b e o b s e r v e d t o a v o i d c o l l i s i o n s o r
g r o s s u n f a i r n e s s . T h e r e i s r e a l l y n o t h i n g t e r r i b l e i n t h e
racing rules -they merely make it clear (or fairly clear!)
v;ho has r ight of way at marks etc. , and other s imi lar points
no t covered in the In te rna t iona l Regu la t ions fo r the Preven t ion
of Co l l i s ions a t Sea. l ^ow tha t the In t . Regs, a re to be
changed, there wi l l not be the outs tanding d i f ferences between
the two sets of rules, and this year’s races will be agood
chance for those who enter no other races to try sailing
u n d e r t h e n e w r u l e s b e f o r e t h e y a p p l y t o a l l b o a t s .

I k n o w a l l m e m b e r s v / i l l j o i n m e i n w i s h i n g
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C O R R E S P O N D E N C E R e c e n t c o r r e s p o n d e n c e i n c l u d e s i n v i t a t i o n s
f r om J .M .Robson , o f La Ghaum ie re , Sa rk , C . I . t o any members
c o n t e m p l a t i n g c r u i s i n g i n t h e a r e a t o d r o p h i m a l i n e ; a n d
f r o m M r . & M r s . L . C . S p a r r o w f o r a n y m e m b e r c r u i s i n g o n t h e
C r o u c h t o c a l l a b o a r d t h e i r b a w l e y G l a d y s , m o o r e d a t N o r t h
P a m b r i d g e .
M r . a n d M r s . E . M a p p l e y , o f L a n g l e y H o u s e , S t e i n R o a d , S o u t h b o u r n e
N e a r E m s w o r t h v / o u l d l i k e t o h e a r f r o m a n y m e m b e r s w h o h a v e
photographs o f the i r cu t te r Evergreen. (See p ic ture page) .

I h a v e a l s o r e c e i v e d l e a fl e t s o n c a r b a d g e s , l a p e l b a d g e s ,
neoprene sailing suits (any member who v7ould like to know more,
d r o p m e a l i n e ) , a n d a c o p y o f t h e E a s t C o a s t e d i t i o n o f B o a t
W o r l d . T h i s y e a r b o o k , p u b l i s h e d b y B u s i n e s s D i c t i o n a r i e s L t d
S t . D u n s t a n ’ s H o u s e , 1 3 3 - 7 , E e t t e r L a n e , L o n d o n E . C . 4 , i s
r e m a r k a b l y g o o d v a l u e f o r m o n e y a t 1 0 / - . T h e E a s t C o a s t
Edit ion cobers the area from Berwick on Tweed to Port land (the
rest o f the country is in the V7set Coast Edi t ion) g iv ing
i n f o r m a t i o n o n c l u b s , m o o r i n g a n d l a u n c h i n g f a c i l i t i e s , a n d
g e n e r a l f a c i l i t i e s a s h o r e i n t h e ” v / h e r e c a n I s a i l a n d c r u i s e "
s e c t i o n , v / h i c h c o n s t i t u t e s t h e l a s t t h i r d o f t h e 7 6 8 p a g e
book (768 plus 16 pages of maps). The centre is atypical
t r a d e d i r e c t o r y , w h i c h a p p e a r s t o b e V E R Y c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,
v / h i l s t t h e f r o n t s e c t i o n c o n t a i n s s h o r t a r t i c l e s o n a W i d e
va r ie ty o f sub jec ts , s im i la r to Reed ’s A lmanac . The t i de tab le
i n c l u d e d i s a s i n g l e p a g e c o v e r i n g H . W . D o v e r f r o m A p r i l t o
S e p t e m b e r , a n d d i f f e r e n c e s a r e g i v e n f o r o n l y a f e w p o r t s .
I i n t e n d t o t a k e c a r e n e v e r t o b e w i t h o u t a c o p y i n f u t u r e
and recommend i t t o a l l members who v /an t aq .u i ck re fe rence book .

F I N A N C E A t t h e s t a r t o f a n e w y e a r , t h i s n e w s l e t t e r c o n t a i n s
c o p i e s o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s s t a t e m e n t o f a c c o u n t s , a n d a c o p y
o f l a s t y e a r ’ s E a s t C o a s t R a c e a c c o u n t s . I n t h e r a c e a c c o u n t ,
p o s t a g e s a n d e n v e l o p e s h a v e b e e n d i v i d e d t o s h o w t h e a m o u n t
s p e n t o n p u b l i c i t y , s a i l i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s e t c . T h e t e l e g r a m s
h a d t o b e s e n t b e c a u s e o f t h e G . P . O . s t r i k e . T h e t h r e e s m a l l
cups V7hich V7ere presented were le f t over f rom 1963 and do not
a p p e a r o n t h e a c c o u n t s . W i t h i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a r i t y i t i s
h o p e d t h a t v / e c a n m a k e t h e l a u n c h p a y f o r i t s e l f , a n d t h e s a l e
o f c o p i e s o f t h e s a i l i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s a s s o u v e n i r s s h o u l d
i n c r e a s e . H o w e v e r , w i t h a n e n l a r g e d p r i z e l i s t t h i s y e a r ,
v / e s h a l l n e e d a l a r g e r e n t r y t o p a y o u r w a y . I t i s n o t
i n t e n d e d t o p u b l i s h t h e r a c e a c c o u n t s e v e r y y e a r , a l t h o u g h
t h e y w i l l a l v / a y s b e a v a i l a b l e o n r o q , u e s t . I h a v e i n c l u d e d
t h e s e t o g i v e a l l m e m b e r s a n i d e a o f t h e c o s t o f r u n n i n g
s u c h a n e v e n t .

T h e m a i n a c c o u n t s s h o w a n i t e m f o r E a s t C o a s t R a c e
P o l d e r s b e c a u s e t h e A s s o c i a t i o n m a d e a b u l k p u r c h a s e ,
a n d f o r t h e n e x t f e v 7 y e a r s t h e s e w i l l b e t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e
r a c e a c c o u n t s a s t h e y a r e u s e d .

N o t i e s a r e s h o w n i n t h e s t o c k i n h a n d a s t h e y a r e
n o t t h e p r o p e r t y o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n , b u t o f t h e m e m b e r w h o
fi n a n c e d t h e i r p u r c h a s e .

W h i l s t o n t h e s u b j e c t o f fi n a n c e , t h e r e a r e s t i l l s o m e
c a s h s u b s c r i p t i o n s o u t s t a n d i n g . P l e a s e s e n d t h e m i n a s s o o n a s
p o s s i b l e s o v / e c a n e s t i m a t e t h e s i z e s a n d n i m i b e r s o f
n e v / s l e t t e r s v w c a n a f f o r d f o r t h e y e a r .

4

● ,

P H O T O G R A P H S i n t h i s i s s u e a r e b y R . E . G r i f fi t h s , o f 5 1 ,
S i l v e s t o r R o a d , C o v / p l a i n , H a n t s . , f r o m v / h o m c o p i e s c a n
b e o b t a i n e d . P r i c e s a r e 6 / - f u l l p l a t e o r 3 / - h a l f p l a t e .
M a t t o r g l o s s y fi n i s h . L a r g e r s i z e s t o o r d e r .

S M A L L A D D S . F o r S a l e . R O T H I O N 3 7 * 0 . A . , 3 0 ' W. L . y a w l , b u i l t
Thomas o f Fa lmou th 1896 . S leeps A , Gas cooke r, S ink , S /L ¥ .C
D i n g h y , a l l s a i l s 5 y e a r s o l d . E n g i n e p o s s i b l y n o u s e . £ 9 0 0
E n q u i r i e s t o E a s t C o a s t Y a c h t A g e n c y , W o o d b r i d g e , S u f f o l k .

● 9
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OLD GAPPDRS ASSOCIATION

STATSJ/IENT OP ACCOUNTS 196k

B X P 3 N D I T U R SI N C O M E

k 2Cheq.ue Book

R . Y . A . S u L s c r i p t i o n

7 1 1C a s h i n H a n d 2

2 026 6 1 0 0S u h s c r l p t i o n s

7 02 9N e v / s l e t t e r s5 0D o n a t i o n s

0 328 5 S t e n c i l sS . C . R a c e B a l a n c e

6 5 2 i

6 1 7 1 1

P o s t a g e o n N L s .039 1 55 3 T i e s

E . C . R a c e P o l d e r s

1 6 . 0C o m m o d o r e ' s B u r g e e s 2

1 9 33M i s c . P o s t a g e s

2 1 0T e l e p h o n e s

1 9 2S t a t i o n e r y

i f 9S e l o t a p e

2 0S t a p l e s

2 1 1C o p y d e z

1 0B a n k C h a r g e s

3 9 1 5 0

6 l O i

5 3 T i e s

l i fC a s h i n H a n d

109 6 k109 6 i f

S t o c k i n h a n d

3 2 9 E . C . R a c e P o l d e r s

3 p a c k e t s e n v e l o p e s

Stamps approx l / -

, 1 if Roneo Stencils

1 s m a l l ¥ / r i t i n g p a d

S u n d r y t y p i n g p a p e r

( S i g n e d ) T . E . C o o k

H o n . T r e a s u r e r .

Aud i ted (S igned) R .G.B .Dav /s
1 0 - 1 - 6 5

P r o m t h e v o u c h e r s a n d h o o k s
p r o d u c e d t h e a c c o u n t s a p p e r a
t o h e c o r r e c t

( S i g n e d )
R . G . B . D a w s .
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I 9 6 2 f E a s t C o a s t O l d G a f f e r s R a c e A c c o u n t s

E X P E N D I T U R EI N C O M E

6i f 1 86 T r o p h i e sC a s h i n H a n d 1 1

1 7 0E n t r y P e e s 1 7 1 0 0 E n g r a v i n g 1

60 P o s t a g e 5D o n a t i o n s 51

3■ 0 P o s t e r s i f1 5H e l p w i t h P o s t e r s 1

6^ 0 6 50 E n v e l o p e sS u p p e r T i c k e t s

1 6 80 P o s t a g eR a f fl e T i c k e t s 9 1 0

76 90 0 P o l d e r s 1L a u n c h P e e s

6P r i n t i n g 1 11S a l e o f s p a r e
S a i l i n g I n s t r u c t i o n s

1 1 8 67I n v e l o p e s0

61 5P o s t a g e

2Te l e g r a m s 1 L

0T e l e p h o n e s i f

68P o s t a g e s

ifO i f 0S u p p e r s

0 0R a f fl e L i c e n c e 1

6R a f fl e P r i z e 2 i f

6R a f fl e T i c k e t s

D o n a t i o n ( M r s . B o I t o n )
6 5 0

01 0 0L a u n c h H i r e

8B a l a n c e t o O . G . A . 5

78 15 6 78 15 6

( S i g n e d ) J . A . S c a r l e t t , H o n . S e c .

A u d i t e d ( S i g n e d ) R . G . B . D a w s 1 0 1 - 6 5

C A T A L O G U E O P G A P P E R S

TWILIGHT 1179888 T o n y a w l d e s i g n e d a n d b u i l t b y v i . E . T h o m a s
o f P a l m o u t h - a t r u e Q u a y P u n t . B e f o r e I b o u g h t h e r s h e w a s
r e p u t e d t o h a v e b e e n r o u n d t h e B r i t i s h I s l e s t w i c e a n d t o t h e
B a l t i c a t l e a s t o n c e . I h a v e p r o o f o f h a l f w a y r o u n d t h e
B r i t i s h I s l e s a n y w a y i n t h a t a f r i e n d o f m i n e v / h o i s a r e t i r e d
o f fi c e r i n m y o w n C o r p s h e l p e d f e t c h h e r f r o m O b a n t o t h e
M e d w a y h e r e i n 1 9 2 2 . U f f a P o x w r i t e s a b o u t b r i n g i n g h e r b a c k
f r o m K r i s t i a n s a n d t o C o w e s i n w h a t h e c a l l s f o u r a n d a h a l f
d a y s s a i l i n g . I m y s e l f h a v e t a k e n h e r t o t h e B a l t i c t w i c e ,
a n d a l l a l o n g S o u t h e r n I r e l a n d t w i c e a s w e l l a s n u m e r o u s
c r o s s C h a n n e l t r i p s . I n t h e f o u r t e e n s e a s o n s I h a v e o w n e d h e r
s h e h a s m a d e g o o d 1 2 , 0 0 0 m i l e s . B.G.Bloomer (Col . )
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Catologue of Gaffers (Cont.)
DELTA 18 Ton ketch. Built in 1912 hy Maclarens of Dumharton
for the Mersea Mission to ..eamnn. Originally she was amojror
sa i lo r w i th two masts gaff r igged. Dur ing the war tw in
Chrysler engines were fitted, the masts removed and a16 ft.
mast for steadying sail only substituted, hut no other
a l t e r a t i o n s m a d e t o t h e l i n e s o f t h e h u l l . I a m fi t t i n g h e r
out as she v/as or ig inal ly wi th tv/o masts and gaff sai ls.
Although not in the racing class we hope to make her a
c o m f o r t a b l e s e a g o i n g b o a t . J . B . H o l m e s

C H E S T E R T O L O N D O N B y A l e x . G . Ta y l o r .

The decision to make the tr ip by canal from Chester to
L o n d o n w a s m a d e a s a m a t t e r o f n e c e s s i t y r a t h e r t h a n f o r
pleasure purposes, but in the event it proved to be a^ite a
p l e a s a n t h o l i d a y .

Twelve months previously my wife and Ihad purchased
the ba t t e red remnan ts o f Ka th l een , a20 f oo t c l i nke r bu i l t
centreboard gaff sloop. She had, so far as v/e^knew, been
b u i l t o r c o n v e r t e d f o r s h r i m p i n g a r o u n d t h e fi r s t v / a r ,
and had been operated from Parkgate on the Dee estuary. Ours
Yfas the usual searc!^ for aboat, very cheap but with
possibilities of being made seav/orthy. The search led us
the banks of the Alt at Hightown on the Mersey. ”Yes" they
said, "you’ll find her on the hard, abit rough, wants
painting etc." ¥e found her, and avery sad sight she was,
hee led am id a fo res t o f mars^ g rass , r i gg ing acomp le te
shambles o f rus ty v / i re , amas t o f ad iamete r to su i t an
America's Cup challenger, completely devoid of varnish and
finished l ike apit prop. Poking drunkenly out of the cockpit
was the boom and broken remains of the gaff. (The children

i n d e e d s t r o n g i n t h e
arm). The only consolation was her overall appearance,
looked l ike asai l ing boat . ¥e mainta in there is adis t inct
difference bet¥/een aboat and ayacht. Aboat is sort of fish
shaped in plan, usually has awide transom, no overhang and a
long straight keel, and is of course built of wood. They also
have ageneral air of knobbyness, chunks of wrought iron in
place of slim pieces of stainless steel, ala Design Centre.

/●y peep into the cockpit revealed the biggest, ugliest
engine imaginable. Aq_uick check shov/ed that the engine had
not been bolted down. The size and weight were such that we
felt sure that poor old Kathleen couldn’t possibly have
floated wi th that load of o ld i ron in her tummy. To have
l ined the crankshaf t up wi th the ho le where the propel ler
shaft should have been would have entailed some slight
m o d i fi c a t i o n s , i . e . a

t o

f r o m t h e l a n d o f t h e " M e r s e a S o u n d a r e

S h e

3 ’ X 1 ’ 6 " h o l e i n t h e b o t t o m .

I m a d e a c a r e f u l e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e h u l l , a t l e a s t a s
T h i s l e d u scareful as my lack of experience made possible,

to the conc lus ion tha t she wasn ’ t acomp le te wr i t e o f f , bu t
that the most serious damage seemed to be split planks and
broken ribs, 33 in all. Iknew in my heart that she would
probably leak l ike asieve but I fe l t that i f she could be
made seaworthy she would probably sai l qui te v/el l ; reasoning
that i f she had not been aseawror thy l i t t le c ra f t she wou ld
have been condemned to ro t many years ago. Moreover the
materials of v/hich she v/as constructed were of good qual i ty,
pitchpine on oak. In short, it ^vas acase of an old tore out

nothing, at least until out mythical ship came in, and by
that time we suspected we v/ould be in receipt of the old age
pension. So throv/ ing caution to the winds and in the face of
afair amount of opposition and well meant (probably sound)
a d v i c e , w e c o n c l u d e d t h e d e a l .

o r
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A q u i c k c o a t o f " b l a c k v a r n i s h w a s s l a p p e d o n t h e h u l l
a n d t h e m a s t r e m o v e d v / i t h i t s a t t e n d a n t s p i d e r s w e b o f r u s t y
w i r e w o r k .
o f f f o r h o m e . T h e j o u r n e y w a s n o t v / i t h o u t h a z a r d a s t h e
p r o j e c t i n g m a s t m a d e t h e j o u r n e y a k i n d o f t v / e n t i e t h c e n t u r y
j o u s t i n g t o u r n a m e n t . V a r i o u s b i t s a n d p i e c e s o f r i g g i n g w e r e
m a d e u p b y e r e c t i n g a l l t h e c o m p o n e n t s i n t h e g a r d e n a n d a
n e w g a f f w a s f e b r i c a t e d f r o m a b r o k e n G . P . m a s t k i n d l y
p r e s e n t e d t o u s b y a H i g h t o w n S a i l i n g C l u b m e m b e r . A c o u p l e
o f w e e k s l a t e r t h e r e t u r n t r i p w a s m a d e , t h e m a s t s t e p p e d ,
standing r igging secured (deadeye and lanyard type).
S e l e c t i n g a s u i t a b l e s p r i n g t i d e , a f t e r m u c h t r e n c h d i g g i n g
a n d h e a v i n g o u t o f b a l l a s t s h e w a s p e r s u a d e d t o p u l l u p h e r
r o o t s a n d t o w e d d o w n t o a t e m p o r a r y m o o r i n g .

A w e e k l a t e r v / h i l e s i t t i n g r o u n d a c o s y fi r e a t 1 1 3 0
p . m . w e r e c e i v e d a s o m e v / h a t g a r b l e d m e s s a g e t h a t K a t h l e e n h a d
s u n k I T h e r e v / e v / e r e p l a n n i n g s o m e s a i l i n g ( w e a c t u a l l y h a d a
c o a s t a l c h a r t s p r e a d o u t o n t h e h e a r t h a t t h e t i m e ) o n l y t o
fi n d t h a t t h e . . . . o l d t u b c o u l d n ' t e v e n r e m a i n a fl o a t a t h e r
m o o r i n g s , v v e l e a p t i n t h e c a r a n d r u s h e d o f f t o t h e s c e n e o f
t h e d i s a s t e r . A q u i c k s u r v e y o f t h e m o o r i n g s d i s c l o s e d 6 f e e t
o f m a s t p r o t r u d i n g f r o m t h e v m t e r .

T h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h a t n i g h t w e s h a n ' t e a s i l y f o r g e t . I t
W a s v e r y c o l d a n d l o n e l y o n t h a t s t r e t c h o f w i n d s w e p t
f o r e s h o r e w i t h o n l y t h e r e v o l v i n g l o o m o f t h e l i g h t h o u s e t o
r e l i e v e t h e d a r k n e s s . Wa i t i n g f o r t h e t i d e t o r e c e d e , v \ r e
b o a r d e d K a t h l e e n i n a b o r r o w e d d i n g h y a n d b y w a d i n g u p t o t h e
a r m p i t s i n t o t h e c a b i n , I m a n a g e d t o b l o c k u p t h e s l o t i n t h e
c e n t r e b o a r d c a s e . A f t e r s o m e v i g o r o u s b a l i n g s h e fl o a t e d
o n c e m o r e .

i t h t h e m a s t l a s h e d o n t h e c a r r o o f r a c k v / e s e t

W e d e c i d e d t h a t w e m u s t g e t h e r w h e r e s e r i o u s r e p a i r s
c o u l d , b e c a r r i e d o u t . T h e f o l l o w i n g w e e k e n d ,
a f r i end ( John ) we a r r i ved a t t he top o f t he

i n c o m p a n y w i t h
t i d e a n d p r e p a r e d

t o s a i l a c r o s s t h e M e r s e a e s t u a r y t o H i l b r e I s l a n d a n d t h e n c e
to Chester. Ihad made up my mind that future plans depended
o n w h e t h e r K a t h l e e n p e r f o r m e d i n t h e m a n n e r b o r n o r n o t . I f
no t she v /ou ld be l e f t t o I ’ o t . I cou ldn ’ t v i sua l i se anyone
e l s e b e i n g s i l l y e n o u g h t o b u j ? h e r . S h e m u s t h a v e r e a l i s e d
that her fate was in the balance because, though battered and
u n k e m p t , s h e g a v e u s a w o n d e r f u l s a i l .

T h e e n t r a n c e b e t w e e n t h e A l t a n d t h e M e r s e a e s t u a r y i s
a d i f fi c u l t o n e , d r y i n g t o a m o r e t r i c k l e a t l o w w a t e r ,
a t h igh water i t i s necessary to nav igate wi th care to avo id
grounding on one of the numerous evil smelling mud banks. We
sai led carefu l ly between the marks mainta ined by the local
club and got out v/ithout touching. Once in the open water
under mainsa i l and foresa i l , Kath leen bov/ led a long n ice ly.
The wind increased and it soon became necessary to reef. ¥e
had pumped ou t be fo re s ta r t i ng , bu t i n such afla t floo red
boa t a l i t t l e b i l ge wa te r goes a long way. Thus mos t o f ou r
gear, chat ts, etc. , were soaked before wo had been sai l ing
many minutes. The rest of the tr ip was very enjoyable.
Kathleen handled very well and seemed to have no vices, apart
from leaking at aprodigious rate making frequent pirnping
n e c e s s a r y. T h e p u m p i s o n e o f t h o s e d e l i g h t f u l l y s i m p l e
fisherman types , cons is t ing o f e igh teen inches o f two inch
bore copper tube, asimple wooden bung with leather valve
f o r m i n g t h e f o o t . T h e p l u n g e r c o n s i s t s o f a n i r o n r o d w i t h
wooden p is ton and lea ther flap va lve . I t p roved very e f fec t i ve
in pumping water, matchsticks, bits of sandwich, cigarette
p a c k e t s e t c . w i t h o u t c h o k i n g , b u t h a d a n i n c u r a b l e h a b i t o f
s p r a y i n g t h e o p e r a t o r o n e v e r y u p s t r o k e .

V/e anchored off Hi lbre Is land for the night and amost
u n c o m f o r t a b l e n i g h t i t p r o v e d t o b e . A p a r t f r o m t h e l a c k o f

v e n
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c i v i l i s e d a m e n i t i e s s u c h a s h u n k m a t t r e s s e s e t c . , t h e
i n t e r i o r o f t h e h u l l w a s s t i l l c o v e r e d w i t h n a s t y s l i m y m u d ,
a n d a s t h e A l t i s a n u n a s h a m e d d r a i n f o r a s i z a b l e p o r t i o n
o f L a n c a s h i r e , t h e a c c o m o d a t i o n s m e l t n o t a l i t t l e . T h e
s i t u a t i o n a s r e g a r d s c o m f o r t w a s a c r o s s b e t w e e n a m o u n t a i n
b i v o u a c a n d a s e w e r . J o h n , w h o s e i d e a o f c o m f o r t i s C h r i s t m a s
s p e n t i n a t e n t i n t h e m o u n t a i n s , s e t t l e d i n t o h i s p a r t i c u l a r l y
d i r t y l i t t l e c o r n e r a n d w e n t t o s l e e p . T o e n s u r e t h a t K a t h l e e n
d idn ’ t s l ip q .u ie t ly to the bot tom whi le v /e weren ' t look ing
I d o z e d w i t h o n e h a n d t r a i l i n g i n t h e b i l g e , t h e c a r e s s o f
c o l d w a t e r b e i n g t h e s i g n a l t o r i s e a n d p u m p . B y m o r n i n g w e
w e r e h i g h a h d d r y a n d I w a s a b l e t o v / a l k a s h o r e t o t e l e p h o n e
m y w i f e . N o t b e i n g a b l e t o l o c a t e a p u b l i c t e l e p h o n e , I
k n o c k e d o n t h e d o o r o f a p r i v a t e h o u s e . T h e l a d y o f t h e h o u s e
g a v e a v i s i b l e s t a r t o n s e e i n g m e a n d h e r e y e s t r a v e l l e d i n
h o r r i fi e d a m a z e m e n t t o m y f e e t , p r o t r u d i n g f r o m a p a i r o f w e t
and tattered tennis shoes. My request to use the 'phone was
a g r e e d t o p r o v i d e d I r e m o v e d m y f o o t w e a r b e f o r e e n t e r i n g h e r
" H o m e s a n d G a r d e n s " t y p e h a l l . I a r r i v e d b a c k a t t h e b o a t
j u s t a s t h e t i d e w a s m a k i n g - i n f a c t I h a d t o s w i m t h e l a s t
f e v i ^ y a r d s .

¥ e t h e n p r o c e e d e d t o m a k e a c l a s s i c e r r o r o f j u d g e m e n t ,
t h e s o r t o f t h i n g t h a t m a k e s t h e l e a r n e d v i r r i t e l e t t e r s
b r i s t l i n g w i t h n a u t i c a l t e r m s t o t h e Y a c h t i n g P r e s s . T h e w i n d
w a s o n s h o r e a n d f o r s o m e i n e x p l i c a b l e r e a s o n w e d e c i d e d t o
t a k e h e r o u t u n d e r o u r p a t h e t i c l i t t l e h i r e d o u t b o a r d . W e h a d
n o t g o n e fi f t y y a r d s w h e n i t v / a s s n u f f e d o u t b y a p a s s i n g
w a v e . I q u i c k l y g o t t h e a n c h o r a w a y b u t i t s t a r t e d d r a g g i n g
d u e t o l a c k o f s c o p e . To h a v e I n c r e a s e d i t v / o u l d h a v e p u t u s
o n t h e r o c k s . I i m m e d i a t e l y s t a r t e d g e t t i n g t h e m a i n s a i l u p
a n d J o h n f o u g h t t o g a t t h e r u d d e r i n p l a c e - r e m o v e d t h e
p r e v i o u s n i g h t . H o w h e g o t i t h o m e G o d k n o w s ; i t ' s v e r y
h e a v y a n d n o e a s y j o b u n d e r c a l m c o n d i t i o n s , v / i t h o u t t r y i n g t o
c i o i t w i t h t h e b o a t r o l l i n g r a i l u n d e r i n t h e r o u g h s e a k i c k e d
u p b y t h e n e a r b y r o c k s . S h e b e g a n t o p a y o f f i n t o t h e w i n d
a n d w e w e r e a b l e t o s a i l t h e a n c h o r o u t . A f e w t a c k s l a t e r w e
w e r e o u t o f c l a n g e r . I n m y e x p e r i e n c e a l o t c a n b e l e a r n e d f r o m
d i n g h y s a i l i n g b u t o f s e a m a n s h i p y o u d o n ' t l e a r n m u c h . T h i s
p a r t i c u l a r e x p e r i e n c e t a u g h t m e h o w d a n g e r o u s i t i s t o r e l y

a n e n g i n e a n d a l s o h o w q u i c k l y a s i m p l e o p e r a t i o n c a n
b e c o m e d a n g e r o u s .

T h e r e s t o f t h e t r i p w a s u n e v e n t f u l , K a t h l e e n b o w l i n g
a l o n g i n g r a n d s t y l e a s f a r a s G o n n a h ' s Q u a y. P r o m h e r e t o
C h e s t e r t h e r i v e r n a r r o w s a n d h a s b e e n c a n a l i s e d . T h e h i g h
b a n k s m a k e s a i l i n g a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e s o w e m o t o r e d t h e l a s t
l a p t o C h e s t e r . A n i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e o f t h e D e e i s t h e
" b o r e " w h i c h u n d e r t h e r i g h t c o n d i t i o n s p r o d u c e s a v r a l l o f
w a t e r a b o u t t v / o f e e t h i g h m o v i n g a t a b o u t fi v e k n o t s . T h i s
b r i n g s d e b r i s u p r i v e r w i t h c o n s i d e r a b l e f o r c e a n d m o r e t h a n
o n e m o o r e d c r a f t h a s b e e n s u n k b y b e i n g t o r p e d o e d b y a l a r g e
chunk of dunnage wood.

o n

M y w i f e a n d I h a d p r e v i o u s l y p r o s p e c t e d a r o u n d f o r a
s u i t a b l e p l a c e t o c a r r y o u t s e r i o u s r e p a i r s a n d h a d l o c a t e d
a s t r i p o f f e n c e d o f f r i v e r b a n k , d e c o r a t e d b y a t u m b l e d o w n
s h e d a n d b e a r i n g t h e p r o u d s i g n o f T i n k l e r ' s B o a t Ya r d . T h i s
l i t t l e p l a c e p r o v e d i d e a l f o r r e p a i r s a s t h e b o a t c o u l d b e
b e a c h e d o n t h e t o p o f t h e t i d e a n d t h e n b l o c k e d u p c l e a r o f
a l l b u t t h e h i g h e s t t i d e s . N o r e a l y a c h t s m a n e v e r c a m e n e a r
the place clue to i ts locat ion (adjacent to the gas v/orks)
a n d l a c k o f a m e n i t i e s , n o w a t e r , p o v / e r o r c o v e r e d s p a c e , b u t
i t w a s c h e a p . H o w c h e a p w e h a v e o n l y j u s t r e a l i s e d . T h e
p r a c t i c e o f a s s e s s i n g s t o r a g e r a t e s b y t h e n i r n b e r o f fi v e
p o u n d n o t e s t h a t c a n b e l a i d e n d t o e n d a l o n g t h e k e e l h a s n o t
p e n e t r a t e d t o t h a t p a r t i c u l a r p a r t o f t h e v ; o r l d y e t . I t w a s
a r e a l m a k e d o a n d m e n d y a r d , l i t t e r e d w i t h h a n d y b a u l k s o f
timber, everybody was most helpful and interested, tendering
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g o o d , b a d a n d i n d i f f e r e n t a d v i c e o n h o w a n y j o b s h o u l d b e
d o n e . M a n y o f t h e s a l m o n fi s h e r m e n f r e q u e n t e d i t , s t o r i n g
a n d r e p a i r i n g t h e i r b o a t s t h e r e .

In spite of (or because of) anew house and garden to
a t t e n d t o , w e m a n a g e d t o s p e n d m o s t w e e k e n d s t h e r e . \ i / h e n m y
w i f e p r e s e n t e d m e w i t h a n e w f o r e d e c k h a n d , w e t r u n d l e d h i s
p r a m d o w n t h e r e t o o , s o t h e r e p a i r s w e r e a f a m i l y e f f o r t .

C l o s e r e x a m i n a t i o n r e v e a l e d w h y K a t h l e e n l e a k e d s o b a d l y .
A n u m b e r o f p l a n k s h a d s p l i t f o r fi v e o r s i x f e e t a l o n g t h e
l a n d s , a l s o I f o u n d o v e r t h i r t y c r a c k e d t i m b e r s . T h e l a t t e r
d e f e c t w a s n o t " f a i r w e a r a n d t e a r " b u t w a s d u e i n a l a r g e
m e a s u r e t o a p r e v i o u s o w n e r h a v i n g l e f t h e r t o p o u n d h e r r i b s
i n o n t h e b e a c h d u r i n g t h e w i n t e r g a l e s . T h r e e d a m a g e d p l a n k s
w e r e r e m o v e d . ¥ e f o u n d t h e e a s i e s t w a y t o d o t h i s w i t h m i n i m a l
d a m a g e t o t h e s o u n d p l a n k s v / a s t o u s e a s h a r p e n e d c a u l k i n g
i r o n . A t h i n i r o n w a s g r o u n d t o a s h a r p e d g e , t h e n b y s l i p p i n g
i t b e t v / e e n t h e l a n d s a n d g i v i n g i t a s h a r p t a p , t h e c o p p e r
f a s t e n i n g s w e r e e a s i l y s h e a r e d . W e h a d t r i e d u s i n g a h a c k s a w
b l a d e , p u n c h e s e t c
j o b .

b u t a w e l l h o n e d i r o n m a d e a m u c h b e t t e r● j

A f o r m e r w a s m a d e u p , t h e a v e r a g e s h a p e o f t h e b e n t
g r e e n o a k w a s b e n t o v e r111 ●y - - i i t iX 4t i m b e r s a n d a f t e r s t e a m i n g 1

i t a n d a l l o w e d t o s e t . A f t e r s o m e e x p e r i m e n t s w i t h a h o m e
m a d e s t e a m b o x , w e c a m e t o t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t b o i l i n g w a s
t h e m o s t s a t i s f a c t o r y m e t h o d o f s o f t e n i n g . O n e e n d o f a t e n
f o o t i r o n p i p e w a s b l o c k e d u p a n d s u p p o r t e d a t a n a n g l e ,
fi l l e d w i t h w a t e r a n d a fi r e o f s c r a p w o o d l i g h t e d u n d e r i t .
T h e w a t e r r a p i d l y c a m e t o t h e b o i l , a b o u t fi f t e e n m i n u t e s
i m m e r s i o n o f t h e o a k w a s a l l t h a t w a s n e c e s s a r y t o m a k e i t
p e r f e c t l y p l i a b l e . A f t e r s e t t i n g , e a c h f r a m e w a s r e m o v e d f r o m
t h e f o r m e r a n d v m n g l e d i n t o p l a c e a l o n g s i d e t h e o r i g i n a l f r a m e .
I t r e a t e d e a c h t i m b e r a s a r e p l a c e m e n t a n d n o t a s a
s t r e n g t h e n i n g p i e c e , a n d s o m e h o w c o a x e d t h e m a x i m u m l e n g t h
i n t o p l a c e . T h e s e t i m b e r s t o o k t e r r i fi c p u n i s h m e n t v ; h i l e
d r i v i n g t h e m u n d e r e x i s t i n g s t r i n g e r s . N e w l a r c h p l a n k s w e r e
fi t t e d a n d r i v e t t e d u p u s i n g c o p p e r n a i l s a n d r o v e s . I t w a s
a m a z i n g h o w m u c h d i f f e r e n c e t h o s e n e w f r a m e s m a d e t o t h e
s t r e n g t h o f t h e h u l l . W e s t r e n g t h e n e d u p t h e c e n t r e b o a r d c a s e
a n d fi t t e d h e a v y v / e i g h t g a l v a n i s e d i r o n fl o o r s o n w h i c h t h e
i r o n b a l l a s t c o u l d s i t i n s t e a d o f b o u n c i n g a b o u t o n t h e
u n p r o t e c t e d s k i n .

a

¥ e w e r e j u s t t h i n k i n g a b o u t b r e a k i n g u p t h e r o t t e n
c a b i n t o p a n d s t a r t i n g a f r e s h w h e n I h a d t o m o v e j o b s t o
t h e S o u t h . I v ' e d e b a t e d w h e t h e r t o s e l l K a t h l e e n a n d d e c i d e d i n
t h e e n d t o t n y t o k e e p h e r . ¥ e h a d a f e e l i n g t h a t i f v / e s o l d
h e r w e w o u l d n o t b e i n a p o s i t i o n t o b u y a b o a t a g a i n f o r
m a n y y e a r s . ¥ e o n l y M a d a h a z y ' i d e a o f w h e r e a b o u t s w e w o u l d
b e l i v i n g b u t w e f e l t r e a s o n a b l y s u r e i t w o u l d b e v / i t h i n
s t r i k i n g d i s t a n c e o f t h e c o a s t . I h a d t o l e a v e i n r a t h e r a
h u r r y w i t h o n l y t i m e t o s l a p o n a q u i c k c o a t o f p a i n t a n d
n a i l a r o u g h fl o o r d o w n i n t h e c o c k p i t . I w a s u n a b l e t o
r e t u r n t o C h e s t e r v e r y f r e q u e n t l y a f t e r t h e r e m o v a l o f o u r
d o m e s t i c e f f e c t s . W h e n a d a t e h a d b e e n fi x e d t o b r i n g
Ka th l een down t o t he Thames my s i s t e r came t o t he r escue w i t h
t he p re l im ina ry p repa ra t i ons . Ass i s t ed by ag roup o f f r i ends
s h e g o t h e r o f f t h e h a r d a n d fl o a t e d h e r f r o m t h e R i v e r D e e
t h r o u g h t h e l o c k s i n t o t h e S h r o p s h i r e U n i o n C a n a l B a s i n .

M y w i f e a n d I a r r i v e d a t C h e s t e r o n e v e r y w e t w e e k e n d
i n J u n e c o m p l e t e w i t h a s e c o n d h a n d B r i t t a n i a o u t b o a r d . - T h i s
w a s h a s t i l y b o l t e d o n t h e t r a n s o m , t h e c a b i n c l e a n e d o u t
m o r e o r l e s s a n d s t o r e s , s l e e p i n g b a g s e t c . t a k e n a b o a r d . A l l
the ballast, mast etc. had been removed to reduce the draught
to the minimum. Ihaven’t yet worked out hov/ we are going to
get Acv iT ts . o f ba l las t and a20 f t . mast to her present ber th .
O r i g i n a l l y I h a d i n t e n d e d t o l a s h t h e m a s t o n d e c k b u t a
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qu i ck coun t o f t he n -umher o f l ocks we had t o pass t h rough
c h a n g e d m y m i n d . I n r e t r o s p e c t , I t h i n k w e m a d e t h e r i g h t
d e c i s i o n ; t h e p r o j e c t i n g m a s t h o w a n d s t e r n w o u l d h a v e b e e n
a c o n f o u n d e d n u i s a n c e , h u t I t h i n k w e c o u l d h a v e l e f t t h e
b a l l a s t i n .

O m S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g w e s t a r t e d t h e o u t b o a r d a n d s e t o f f .
I t s o o n b e c a m e a p p a r e n t t h a t t h e e n g i n e h a d n ’ t s u f fi c i e n t
g u t s t o p r o p e l t h e b o a t a t a r e a s o n a b l e s p e e d . I t w a s a c a s e
o f a b a n d o n i n g t h e t r i p o r b u y i n g a m o r e p o v / e r f u l e n g i n e . A s
I h a d o n l y t w o w e e k s h o l i d a y l e f t i t w o u l d h a v e m e a n t l e a v i n g
t h e t r i p u n t i l t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . A f t e r a c h a s e r o u n d I
m a n a g e d t o l o c a t e a s t a n d a r d s h a f t C e n t u r y P l u s i n a l m o s t
n e v f c o n d i t i o n . T h i s e n g i n e p r o v e d t o h a v e a m p l e c a p a c i t y,
s t a r t e d e a s i l y a n d h a s n o t g i v e n a n y t r o u b l e a t a l l .
N e g o t i a t i o n s a r e n o w ^ p r o c e e d i n g w i t h S e a g u l l s t o l e n g t h e n t h e
s h a f t .

Ve h a d p l a n n e d o u r r o u t e o u t r o u g h l y a n d d e c i d e d t o
t r a v e l v i a N a n t v / i c h , A u d l e y, M a r k e t D r a y t o n , W o l v e r h a m p t o n ,
B i r m i n g h a m , N a p t o n J u n c t i o n , B a n b u r y , O x f o r d , a n d t h e n d o w n
t h e T h a m e s t o S h e p p e r t o n .

T h e i n l a n d w a t e r w r a y s y s t e m i s d i v i d e d i n t o t w o l o c k
v / i d t h s , s e v e n f e e t m a x i m u m a n d f o u r t e e n f e e t o r o v e r . O u r
r o u t e w a s 1 4 f t . C h e s t e r t o N a n t w i c h , 7 f t . N a n t w i c h t o
B i r m i n g h a m , 1 4 f t . B i r m i n g h a m t o N a p t o n J u n c t i o n a n d t h e n 7 f t .
t o O x f o r d . A n y o n e c o n t e m p l a t i n g a s i m i l a r t r i p s h o u l d c h e c k
c a r e f u l l y t h e m a x i m u m b e a m o f h i s c r a f t a s t h e n o m i n a l v / i d t h
o f 7 f e e t i s a b i t o p t i m i s t i c . . K a t h l e e n - i s 6 ’ 1 0 ” w i d e a n d
o n l y j u s t fi t t e d i n t o s o m e o f t h e o l d l o c k s . D u e t o s e t t l e m e n t
t h e s i d e s o f t h e s e l o c k s h a v e i n m a n y c a s e s b u l g e d i n w a r d s ,
g i v i n g i n s o m e c a s e s w i d t h s o f l e s s t h a n s e v e n f e e t .

Wo , (w i fe , s i s te r and myse l f ) l e f t Ches te r i n the
p o u r i n g r a i n , h e a d i n g f o r B e e s t o n C a s t l e . T h e fi r s t l o c k s
w e r e n e g o t i a t e d s u c c e s s f u l l y a n d w i t h o u t k n o c k i n g t o o m u c h
p a i n t o f f t h e o l d b o a t . A d i g r e s s i o n a t t h i s p o i n t a b o u t t h e
o p e r a t i o n o f t h e l o c k s m a y b e o f i n t e r e s t t o a n y o n e w h o h a s
n o t u s e d t h e m . G e n e r a l l y 7 l o c k s h a v e a s i n g l e , v r o o d e n
g a t e t o p a n d b o t t o m . T h e l o c k s c o m e i n s i n g l e u n i t s - o r fl i g h t s
o f u p t o t w e n t y o d d . T h e t o p g a t e h a s t h e s l u i c e v a l v e
(paddle) in the gate and is operated by arack and p in ion
d r i v e , t h e p i n i o n b e i n g t u r n e d b y a s h a f t a n d r e m o v a b l e l o c k
k e y . T h e b o t t o m g a t e h a s t v / o p a d d l e s l e t i n t o t h e l o c k w a l l
s o t h a t t h e w a t e r c a n b e e m p t i e d o u t o f t h e l o c k b y t w o
underwater passages (one either side). The modus operandi is
a s f o l l o w s ; - i f y o u a r e p r o c e e d i n g u p t h e l o c k , i . e . i n c r e a s i h g
y o u r a l t i t u d e , y o u m o o r u p b e f o r e t h e l o c k k e e p i n g w e l l c l e a r
o f t h e g a t e . U s u a l l y a l a y - b y i s p r o v i d e d . G o a s h o r e , n o t
f o r g e t t i n g t h e l o c k k e y , a n d i n s p e c t t h e l o c k . I f i t ’ s f u l l
c h e c k t h a t t h e t o p p a d d l e s a r e c l o s e d a n d c o m m e n c e w i n d i n g u p
t h e t w o b o t t o m p a d d l e s . T h i s w i l l e m p t y t h e l o c k a n d e q u a l i s e
t h e l o c k w a t e r l e v e l w i t h t h e c a n a l . T h e r e a s o n f o r m o o r i n g
w e l l c l e a r c a n b e s e e n j u s t b e l o v i / t h e l o c k g a t e . I w a s t o l d
b y a n e l d e r l y l o c k k e e p e r t h a t h e a v i l y l a d e n c o m m e r c i a l b o a t s
h a v e b e e n s \ m k b y m o o r i n g t i g h t - u p t o t h e g a t e s a n d s l a m m i n g
b o t h p a d d l e s w i d e o p e n . N o a d v a n t a g e i s g a i n e d i n t r y i n g t o
o p e n t h e g a t e b e f o r e t h e v i r a t e r l e v e l s a r e e x a c t l y e v e n . J u s t
l e a n n o t h e b e a m - a s s o o n a s t h e l e v e l s a r e e v e n i t w i l l
o p e n . To w t h e b o a t i n o r s t a r t t h e e n g i n e ( n o t u s u a l l y w o r t h
t h e e f f o r t ) . M o o r u p w i t h b o w a n d s t e r n l i n e s o r h o l d b y h a n d
f r o m a s h o r e o r b y p a s s i n g t h e w a r p r o u n d a b o l l a r d a n d b a c k
t o t h e h e l m s m a n . C l o s e t h e b o t t o m g a t e a n d d r o p t h e p a d d l e s .
O p e n u p t h e t o p g a t e p a d d l e , t h e n s i t o n t h e g a t e , l i g h t y o u r
p i p e a n d r e fl e c t o n t h e s k i l l a n d i n d u s t r y o f t h e m e n w h o
b u i l t t h e c a n a l s , v / i t h p i c k a n d s h o v e l , h o r s e s a n d m u s c l e
p o Y / e r a l o n e . I n d u e c o u r s e t h e v / a t e r l e v e l s w i l l w q u a l i s e #
o p e n t h e t o p g a t e , c l o s e t h e p a d d l e s t a r t t h e e n g i n e a n d
away you go. Don’t forget to close the paddle and the gate.
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T h i s l a t t e r o p e r a t i o n i s r e q u e s t e d b y t h e Wa t e r w a y s p e o p l e
i n o r d e r t o p r e v e n t \ ? a s t e o f v / a t e r s h o u l d t h e b o t t o m g a t e
l e a k b a d l y . j

T h e o n l y s p e c i a l p o i n t t o w a t c h i n t h e s e l o c k s i s t h a t
y o u d o n ' t g e t s w e p t a g a i n s t t h e b o t t o m g a t e w h e n t h e t o p
p a d d l e i s o p e n e d . W h e n d e s c e n d i n g t h e p r o c e d u r e i s r e v e r s e d
except that you can moor hard up against the top gate. When' in
t h e l o c k a n d d e s c e n d i n g , k e e p w e l l c l e a r o f t h e t o p g a t e .
T h e r e i s a l e d g e a b o u t a f o o t w i d e j u s t b e l o w t h e g a t e . I f t h e »
p r o p e l l e r s h a f t r e s t s o n t h i s p r o j e c t i o n w h i l e t h e w a t e r
l e v e l i s d e s c e n d i n g , a b e n t s h a f t v / i l l c e r t a i n l y r e s u l t . ¥ e
m e t a c o u p l e d i s c o n s o l a t e l y t o w i n g t h e i r b o a t h a v i n g b e n t t h e
s h a f t t h i s w a y . T h e s p e e d \ 7 i t h v / h i c h y o u c a n a s c e n d o r
d e s c e n d d e p e n d s l a r g e l y o n w h e t h e r y o u h a v e t o fi l l o r e m p t y
b e f o r e e n t e r i n g . T h e t i m e y o u t a k e t o p a s s t h r o u g h a l o c k
d e p e n d s t o s o m e e x t e n t o n t h e n u m b e r o f c r e w , b u t o f c o u r s e
a l a r g e p a r t o f t h e o p e r a t i o n i s s p e n t fi l l i n g o r e m p t y i n g
t h e l o c k , t h i s t i m e b e i n g o u t s i d e y o u r c o n t r o l . O u r t i m e s
V 7 o r e p r o b a b l y l o n g e r t h a n a v e r a g e . I w a s t h e o n l y m a l e
m e m b e r o f t h e p a r t y a n d m y w i f e w a s e x p e c t i n g a h a p p y e v e n t
(ga l ley hand as i t tu rned out ) . On the whole i t i s not wor th
p u l l i n g y o u r s e l f t o p i e c e s f o r t h e l i t t l e t i m e s a v e d . I t ' s
n o t v e r y . h a r d w o r k t o g e t t h r o u g h o n e l o c k b u t i f y o u r u s h
u p a fl i g h t o f t w e n t y y o u a r e l i k e l y t o b e c o m e a g r e a s e s p o t
b e f o r e y o u r e a c h t h e t o p .

O u r fi r s t d a y ' s p r o g r e s s t o o k u s a s f a r a s B e e s t o n
C a s t l e . A s I h a d t w o c o m p e t e n t c o o k s i n t h e c r e v / a g o o d m e a l
w a s s o o n p r e p a r e d . T h e c a b i n v / a s a b i t c r a m p e d t o s l e e p i n ,
b u t t h e m a i n s n a g w a s n u m e r o u s l e a k s i n t h e c o a c h r o o f . ¥ e
g o t a w a y n e x t d a y a s e a r l j r a s p o s s i b l e s a f t e r c o f f e e a n d
b i s c u i t s , c o o k i n g t h e b r e a k f a s t w h i l e o n t h e m o v e . T h e d a y
w a s s p o i l t b y t o r r e n t i a l r a i n , w h i c h k e p t u p h o u r a f t e r h o u r .
E v e n i n g f o u n d u s v e r y w e t a n d n o t a l i t t l e t i r e d a t t h e t o p
o f a fl i g h t o f fi f t e e n l o c k s a t A u d l e m . A u d l e m i s a p l e a s a n t
l i t t l e t o w n w i t h a n e x c e l l e n t a r r a y o f c o s y p u b s . A f t e r
h a v i n g d r i e d a n d v / a r m e d o u r s e l v e s i n o n e o f t h e a f o r e m e n t i o n e d
c o s y p u b s w i t h a c c o m p a n y i n g l i q u i d r e f r e s h m e n t , w e f e l t a l o t
b e t t e r a n d a g r e e d t h a t t h e m o r r o w c o u l d n ’ t p o s s i b l y b e a n y
w o r s e , b u t o f c o u r s e i t v / a s . B y t h e f o l l o w i n g e v e n i n g w e h a d
c o v e r e d a f u r t h e r e l e v e n m i l e s a n d t e n l o c k s , m o o r i n g u p a t
I ' / h e a t o n A s h t o n . T h e r e l a t i v e l y s l o w p r o g r e s s w a s d u e i n t h e
m a i n t o b a d w e a t h e r . S l i p p i n g a n d s l i d i n g r o u n d m u d d y l o c k s
i n s t r e a m i n g o i l s k i n s m a k e s e a c h o p e r a t i o n m o r e d i f fi c u l t
a n d s l o w s p r o g r e s s c o n s i d e r a b l y . B y t h i s t i m e v / e h a d
r e s i g n e d o u r s e l v e s t o ' c r e e p i n g s l o w l y s o u t h a n d m a k i n g a s
m u c h p r o g r e s s a s p o s s i b l e i n t h e r e m a i n i n g t e n d a y s .

T h e f o l l o w i n g d a y d a v m e d c l e a r a n d s u n n y, c o m p l e t e l y
a l t e r i n g o u r v i e w o f l i f e . T h i s l o v e l y w e a t h e r w a s t o c o n t i n u e
f o r t h e r e m a i n d e r o f t h e t r i p . T h a t d a y w e c o v e r e d 1 5 m i l e s
a n d 2 2 l o c k s , m o o r i n g u p i n t h e m i d d l e o f a n i n d u s t r i a l
d e s e r t b e t w e e n W o o l v e r h a m p t o n a n d B i r m i n g h a m . T h i s s t r e t c h o f
t h e M i d t a n d s v / a s v e r y d e p r e s s i n g . A l t h o u g h t h e c a n a l w a s j u s t
a b o u t n a v i g a b l e , t h e m a i n s n a g w a s t h a t t h e p r o p e l l e r k e p t
g e t t i n g c h o k e d w i t h w e e d s . T h e s c e n e r y w a s r e a l l y g r i m , m i l e s
and mi les of decaying factor ies and warehouses. Industry in
the Mid lands grev/ round the canals and as much of the bas1* ic
i n d u s t r y h a s f a l l e n o n h a r d t i d i e s , t h e r e s u l t i n g s h a m b l e s o f
d e c a y i n g b u i l d i n g s h a s t o b e s e e n t o b e b e l i e v e d .

E v e n t u a l l y w e t r a v e l l e d o u t o f t h e w o r s t o f t h e a r e a a n d
h e a d e d f o r N a p t o n J u n c t i o n t h r o u g h v e r y p l e a s a n t c o u n t r y.
T h i s s t r e t c h o f c a n a l i s i n v e r y g o o d c o n d i t i o n , t h e w i d t h o f
t h e l o c k s i s i n e x c e s s o f 1 9 f t . a n d t h e y a r e i n b e a u t i f u l
c o n d i t i o n . T h e p a d d l e s a r e o f m o d e r n d e s i g n a n d t h e o p e r a t i n g
m e c h a n i s m w o r k s i n a n e n c l o s e d o i l b a t h . T h o u g h e a s y t o
o p e r a t e t h e r e a r e m a n y o f t h e m , i n c l u d i n g a fl i g h t o f 2 0 d o w n
t o t h e j u n c t i o n . T h i s fl i g h t t o o k t h e b e s t p a r t o f a d a y t o


