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F i r s t , a v / e l c o n ' e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g n e w m e m b e r s | -

D . J . B a r l o w , Meon Crof t , Hambledon Road, Denmead, Hants .
Sea Waggon

D r. P. W. C l e m e n t s , 2 0 , H a r b o u r V i e w R d . , P o o l e , D o r s e t
G a i r l o c h

Riverside, Mil l Lane, Y/alton on Naze, Essex
K e s t r e l

J .C.Dekker, Les Auth ieux, St .Andre, Eure, Prance
A r t e m i s

39/A1, Old Turnpike, Pareham, Hants.
S t o r m

73 , Warw ick Gardens , London ,
D i l k u s h a

M.Eraly, 2, Rue Beethoven, Par is l6, Prance
A r t a b a n

8, Gi l l ingham Green, Gi l l ingham, Kent
P o a m

A.T.Goodbourn, St .Margarets, Bradwel l Waters ide, Essex
S p a r t a n

A.Gr imble, Sel ig Cot tage, Pr iory Lane, Church Norton,
C h i c h e s t e r , S u s s e x

A.P.Judge, Tops ' Is , Dumont Ave. , Po in t C lear, S t .Osy th ,
Essex.R o m a

Cmmdr.A.R.T.Kirby, O.B.E.,R.N.R.,A.R.I.N.A., Bishops Quay,
St.Martin, Heiston, Cornwall. L i z z i e D o y

R.M.Lane, Spr ingflov/er, Cobbs Quay Ltd. , Hamworthy, Poole,
Dorset S p r i n g ! l o v / e r

Dr.A.G.MacKenzie, Br impton House, Kelvedon, Essex
Y o u n g A l e r t

Wynhurs t , Dees ideAve. , P ishbourne, Ch iches ter,

R . T. D a l e ,

J . V . D e r r i c k ,

P . D r i s c o l l ,

V . J . P u l l e r ,

A m e l i a J a n e

C . V. M a j o r ,
S u s s e x

A . P . M i l l e r ,

E . N e v f t o n ,

Wide Viev/s, Tolpuddle, Dorchester, Dorset
D i n a h

Glenthorne, The Mall, Brading, Sandown, I.O.V/.
P a l a n

2, Rue Beethoven, Paris l6, Prance,
A r t a b a n

S . P a r e n t ,

M . S e e l , P i n M i l l S a i l i n g C o
S u f f o l k

H . E . M . T h o r p e ,

C l a m p H o u s e , P i n M i l l , I p s w i c h ,
W h e r e b e T u

183, High Lane West, West Hallam, Derbyshire
B l a c k P e t e r

A.D.Vivian, 5, Posthole Crescent, Highlands Gardens, Pareham,
H a n t s .

● »

63, Avenue Raymond Poincarre, Paris 16, Prance
S t e r e d o n - M o r

Shal ford Common, Near

P . V o i s ,

I . D . W a t e r f a l l , D a g l e y F a r m l i o u s
G u i l d f o r d , S u r r e y

M . J . A . W i l s o n ,
S. ¥ . 2

J . A . Wo o d f o r d , C l a c t o n R o a d ,

o
^ 9

. B y r o n y
5/8, Thrnton Avenue, Streatham Hill, London,

M a d e l e i n e
S t . O s y t h , E s s e x .

It will be noticed that we have agrowing French section.
It is hoped that as many members as possible v/ill join the
'v i /h i tsun Ra l ly a t Le Havre to meet them.
L E H A V R E - r a i T S U N

Wi l l a l l members i n tend ing j o i n i ng t h i s
rally please write to ¥.D.Robinson, Afzelia, 8, The Rookery,
Emsworth, Hants., giving name and address, name, of boat, ̂
number in crew, and whether they wish to sail independently
or rendezvous at the Nab Tov/er at about 2030 Hrs. on the
Fr iday (May 2?th . ) A lso , if any oTOers need more crew.
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H .M.S .w 'essex has memhers v /ho wou ld he in te res ted . Aga in , p lease
i n f o r m M r . R o h i n s o n . M e m h e r s m a y w i s h t o p r o c e e d t o L e H a v r e
h y f e r r y t o j o i n t h e p a r t y, a n d a n y v h i o d o s h o u l d a l s o c o n t a c t
M r . R o h i n s o n .

E a s t C o a s t a n d S o l e n t a r e a s h a v e b o t h h a d m e e t i n g s . T h e r e
h a v e h e e n m i n o r c h a n g e s i n t h e c o m m i t t e e s - F i o n a B e a l e h a s
l e f t t h e S o l e n t a r e a t o m o v e t o C o r n w a l l , a n d B r i a n A l i g n
j o i n s t h e c o m m i t t e e . O n t h e E . C . , R a c e Tr e a s u r e r P e t e r M a t h e r
i s l e a v i n g M a l d o n , s o M e r v y n M o r g a n i s t a k i n g o v e r t h e j o h .

RACE DATES Have heen setteled. East Coast on July l6th, start
a t 1 2 - 3 0 , a n d S o l e n t o n S e p t e m b e r 1 0 t h , s t a r t a t 1 0 - 3 0 . D u e
t o r i s i n g c o s t s t h e e n t r y f e e f o r t h e E a s t C o a s t R a c e h a s
h e e n b r o u g h t i n t o l i n o w i t h t h a t f o r t h e S o l e n t e v e n t a t £ 1 .
I t i s h o p e d t o p r o v i d e a l a u n c h s e r v i c e t o f e r r y c r e w s t o a n d
f r o m t h e p r i z e g i v i n g a f t e r t h e E . C . R a c e . O u r V i c e P r e s i d e n t
C a p t . B a n j ' ' a r d , h a s a g a i n o f f e r e d t h e u s e o f a m o t o r b a r g e f o r
s p e c t a t o r s . C o s t o f t h e d a y o u t w i l l h e £ 1 . P l e a s e a p p l y e a r l y .
P u l l d e t a i l s o f t h e r a c e s i n t h e n e x t i s s u e s .

Severa l members have moved recen t l y, among them J .B .Ho lmes,
v / h o n o v 7 r u n s t h e B o a t H a v e n a t L i t t l e p o r t , C a m b r i d g e , a n d v 7 h o
w o u l d h e p l e a s e d t o s e e a n y m e m h e r s v e n t u r i n g o n i n l a n d w a t e r s .

1 8 ” h y 1 2 ” O . G . A . B u r g e e s i n n y l o n w o o l h u n t i n g ,
roped and toggled, a t 15/ - eash, post f ree, cash vath order,
f r o m ¥ . D . R o b i n s o n . L a r g e r s i z e s u p t o 3 6 ” h y 2 4 " o n r e q u e s t .
B O A T S F O R S A L E

S t o r m - 6 t o n t o p s a i l c u t t e r , 2 6 * 4 " b y 8 ’ h y 3 ’ . B u i l t i n 1 9 0 8
b y H i l l y a r d . A p p l y J . V. D e r r i c k , 3 9 / 4 1 ? O l d T u r n p i k e , P a r e h a m .

P i s h i n g s m a c k R o s n e a C K 6 5 . 3 4 ’ L . O . A . C o m p l e t e v / i t h a l l s a i l h g
g e a r a n d L i s t e r 2 1 e n g i n e . S e e n a t B r i g h t l i n g s e a . P r i c e £ 8 0 0
J . L a w r e n c e , 2 , J a m e s S t . , B r i g h t l i n g s e a , E s s e x .

Converted smack Edith, CK375- Built hy Aldous in 1911. 3 4 * O A .
B e a m , 4 - 5 ' d r a f t . N e w m a s t a n d r i g g i n g . 1 2 H . P.

L i s t e r n e w 1 9 6 1 , j u s t o v e r h a u l e d . P r i c e £ 8 5 0 .
C . H . G u r t o e n , L i t t l e c o u r t , H a v e r h i l l , S u f f o l k .

M y r i s j b e a u t i f u l o l d g a f f c u t t e r b u i l t h y \ 7 . S . T h o m a s o f
Pa5-mouth in l895* 33’ OA. 30ft.\?L. 8*6” beam, 6* draft.
Sa i l s good -ma in *64 Lucas , s tay *65 Dan ie ls , va r ie ty o f
g o o d j i b s . T y p e A B r i t i n g o o d c o n d . 3 0 f t . c h a i n & 2 fi s h e r m a n
ancho rs . Bowsp r i t nev7 and o the r spa rs good . R igg ing deadoye
and l anya rd . S tand ing cS : r unn ing r i gg i ng good . Accomoda t i on
1 d o u b l e b u n k , 2 s i n g l e b u n k s , B a b y B l a k e , g i m b a l l e d p r i m u s ,
s i n k , l a r g e v / a t e r a n d f u e l t a n k s . U n u s u a l l y g o o d s t o v / a g e s p a c e
a s r e d e s i g n e d t o l i v e a b o a r d . S e e n F a l m o u t h .
M i s s P. B e a l e , T h e G a r a g e , F o r t h N a v a s , F a l m o u t h , C o r n v m l l .

Va l e r i e 1 6 t o n c u t t e r b u i l t 1 8 9 5 h y S h a w o f S h o r e h a m .
46* OA. 10.2* Beam, 6’ draft . Engine 4cyl 36 HP. Parsons
d iese l , new 1964. S leeps 6 ; ro l le r reefing ; \Y /T cockp i t ;
E d s o n v / h e e l s t e e r i n g ; d i n g h y ; e c h o s o u n d e r ; P y e D . P. ; t w o
c o m p a s s e s ; c a l o r c o o k i n g ; e l e c t r i c l i g h t ; f u l l i n v e n t o r y .
S c h o o n e r b o 7 v , c o u n t e r s t e r n ; 3 t o n l e a d k e e l & l e a d i n s i d e ;
p i t c h p i n e o n o a k , c o p p e r s h e a t h e d . S . L . W i n c h . £ 4 , 0 0 0
C m m d r . A . R . T. K i r b y, B i s h o p s Q u a y, S t . M a r t i n , H e l s t o n , C / n v / a l l .
O T H E R A D S . ,
C r e v ; w a n t e d ( y o u n g l a d ) f o r b a w l e y s a i l i n g f r o m L e i g h o n S e a ,
E s s e x . E x p e r i e n c e n p t e s s e n t i a l . A p p l y t o L . D . A s c o t t ,
36, Northside, Wandsworth Common, London, S.¥.l8.

V a n t e d - m a s t s a d d l e t o fi t 3 " d i a . g a f f - m a s t 5 " d i a a t
h o u n d s . L a n d r i c o m b e , 3 , S h e n s t o n e G d n s . , H o n i c k n o w l e , P l y m t h .

PASSAGE‘RACE TO MEDVAY iAPTER E.C.RACE j- apply to Sec. if intrrested

I

B U R G E E S

12 8 ' ¥ L . 9 . 3 f
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I ' l A H E S C A

M a r o s c a , 1 2 3 11 4 . 11 t o n c u t t e r , d e s i g n e d a n d b u i l t b y L u k e
a t H a m b l e i n 1 9 0 6 . A l t e r e d f r o m y a v / 1 t o c u t t e r i n 1 9 3 9 a n d
s h o r t e n e d b y 2 f t . i n 1 9 5 5 * O w n e d b y C m d r . J . S . C l a r k e & J . B a r k e r .
O u r P r e s i d e n t w r i t e s

" I h a v e t o r e p o r t v / i t h s o m e s a d n e s s t h e t o t a l l o s s o f
M a r e s c a o n t h © H i l l H e a d s h o r e o n t h e 3 0 t h O c t o b e r l a s t ,
d u r i n g a fi n a l s a i l o f m y p a r t n e r .

A p p a r e n t l y m y p a r t n e r w i t h t w o o t h e r s o n b o a r d w e n t
d o w n t o M a r e s c a o n t h e 2 9 t h O c t o b e r w i t h t h e i n t e n t i o n o f
h a v i n g a fi n a l s a i l o f t h e 1 9 6 5 s e a s o n . T h e y s e t o f f a t 8 3 0
o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g w i t h o u t h a v i n g h o a r d t h e r a d i o w e a t h e r
f o r e c a s t , a n d , i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e g a l e w a r n i n g i s s u e d f o r t h e
C h a n n e l a r e a s . T h e s a i l w a s u n e v e n t f u l , a n d h a v i n g l e f t t h e
Hamble R iver Maresca y /as taken over to Ryde P ier, and was
returning through the North East Brambles Passage. My partner
v /as us ing t he echo sounde r and was runn ing a long the l ee
shore in 10 feet of water when quite suddenly Maresca struck
t h e R a i n b o w B a r o f f t h e e n d o f T i t c h fi o l d H a v e n . T h e t i m e w a s
a p p r o x i m a t e l y 1 0 3 0 a n d a t t h e t i m e t h e w i n d w a s b l o w i n g
f r o m t h e S o u t h ¥ e s t , F o r c e 3 .

A f t e r h a v i n g s t r u c k t h e b o t t o m , s a i l w a s l o w e r e d a n d
the d inghy launched and akedge la id ou t i n asou ther l y
d i r e c t i o n , o n a l o n g v / a r p , w h i c h , u n f o r t u n a t e l y, v / a s 6 f e e t
too shor t to reach the capstan and, accord ing ly, another p iece
o f l i n e w a s b e n t o n a n d t h e k e d g e t a k e n t o t h e c a p s t a n . T h e
kedge anchor was the large 56 pound fisherman anchor v/hich
w e c a r r i e d f o r s u c h e m e r g e n c i e s , b u t u n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e s h o r t
piece of l ine parted and we lost the kedge anchor and al l the
w a r p . T h e r e a f t e r t h e e n g i n e v m s s t a r t e d a n d r u n a s t e r n b u t i t
had no effect . A l ight C.Q.R. anchor v /as then taken out
astern on another line, but this anchor v/as too light and in
the cond i t i ons o f ha l f flood t i de and inc reas ing v ; ind
v e l o c i t y w a s q u i t e u n a b l e t o h o l d M a r e s c a o f f . T h e r e a f t e r t h e
v/ind very rapidly increased and Maresca began pounding ashore
over the hard sand in an area which has large concrete blocks
and odd rocks pro ject ing.

By noon the v/ind had reached gale force and the bvimping
on the bottom was becoming serious and Maresca began taking
water as aresul t o f underwater damage. She was dr iven
further ashore and eventually where the beach slopes upwards
at asteep angle she came to rest 10 yards off shore.
Thereafter the seas began breaking over her and her port
side took atremendous pounding against the hard shore. She
began filling with v/ater and all the gear was taken out of her
b y t h e s p l e n d i d e f f o r t s o f t h e l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s . T h e t i d e
reached i ts h ighest po in t a t approx imate ly 330 p .m. and by
th is t ime the hu l l was tak ing a t remendous pound ing. By 730
or 80, when the tide had made off, we carried out an
inspection of tho hull with aview to making salvage attempts
during the night tide, but it v/as obvious thqt all the port
side frames had been fractured and the planking, although
intact , had been forced wide apart and there v/as agreat deal
of sand in the ship. It was obvious that no salvage was
possible, and during the night the fury of the gale
c o m p l e t e d i t s t a s k .

During the following day we were able te» remove tho mast,
r igg ing, engine, and everyth ing that had any va lue, and
on the following day the 3t 'ton kee; v/as dragged ashore by a
scrap merchant and so ld for scrap. I t was asad end af ter 59
years, and it v/as interesting to note that the pins planking
smelt fresh and now v/hon being broken up. The oak frames,
however, were not in qui te such good condi t ion. I f there can
be any lesson learnt from this experience it is that the
"sea never forgives" and that the use of an echo sovinder
navigator is no substitute for sound navigational planning
of apassage, and tho use of an echo sounder should be as
navigational aid and not as amethod of navigation.

Do any members want an almost new gaffers mast with
winches, plus rigging and aset of terylone gaff sails? ?/e

a s a

a
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a l s o h a v e a v e r y e x c e l l e n t l a v a t o r y a n d a n a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y
r e c o n d i t i o n e d S t e w a r t T u r n e r 8 H o r s e p o w e r e n g i n e f o r s a l e ,
w h i c h s p e n t o n l y 2 t i d e s s u b m e r g e d a n d h a s b e e n c o m p l e t e l y
r e - a s s e m b l e d t h e f o l l o w i n g d a y .

J . S . C l a r k e , T h e R o o s , W h i t c h u r c h , H a n t s .

B R I S TO L C H A I T l - I E L P I L O T C U T T E R S

O n e o f o u r m e m b e r s , M r . P. J . S t u c k e y , o f 8 , T w e e n e y L a n e ,
N o r t h C o m m o n , b a r m l e y , B r i s t o l , i s l e a d i n g a m o v e m e n t t r y i n g
t o p r e s e r v o t h e B r i s t o l C h a n n e l p i l o t c u t t e r M a r g e u r i t e - T,
o n e o f t h e fi n e s t V i c t o r i a n g a f f e r s i n e x i s t a n c e .

W h i l s t w e w o u l d p r e f e r t o s e e t h e s e o l d b o a t s s a i l i n g ,
t h e y c a n n o t s a i l fi r e v e r , a n d t h i s c h a n c e t o p r e s e r v e s u c h
a v e s s e l i s o n e t h a t m a y n e v e r o c c u r a g a i n . M r . S t u c k e y
s u g e s t s t h a t m e m b e r s o f t h e O . G . A . c o u l d w r i t e t o t h e
D i r e c t o r o f t h e B r i s t o l C i t y M u s e u m , a p p e a l i n g t o t h e m t o
p r e s e r v e t h e M a r g e u r i t o - T . T h i s i s s o m e t h i n g a l l m e m b e r s
c o u l d d o . A n y m e m b e r s w h o f u e l t h e y c o u l d o f f e r h e l p i n . a n y
o t h e r f o r m t o t h i s p r o j e c t s h o u l d c o n t a c t M r . S t u c k e y , w h o
w i l l b w v e r y p l e a s e d t o h e a r f r o m t h e m . M r. S t u c k e y h a s s e n t
t h e f o l l o w i n g d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e M a r g e u r i t e - T .

4

T h e n a m e o f o n e o f t h e p r e s e n t B r i s t o l C h a n n e l p i l o t
c u t t e r s , G e o r g e R a y , a f a s t p o w e r c r a f t , i s a m e m o r i a l t o
t h e fi r s t l i c e n c e d B r i s t o l p i l o t , w h o , a c c o r d i n g t o t r a d i t i o n
i n P i l l , w a s t h e p i l o t o f C a b o t ’ s s h i p . T h e B r i s t o l p i l o t s
r e m a i n a n i n d e p e n d a n t b o d y o f m e n , a l t h o u g h t h e p i l o t c u t t e r s
a n d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a r e p r o v i d e d b y t h e P i l o t a g e C o m m i t t e e
o f t h e C o r p o r a t i o n . T h e y s e r v e t h e i r a p p r e n t i c e s h i p i n t h e
c u t t e r s a s t h e i r f o r e f a t h e r s d i d , b u t t h e p i l o t s c e a s e d t o
p r o v i d e t h e i r o w n s a i l i n g p i l o t c u t t e r s a b o u t t h e t i m e o f t h e
fi r s t v / o r l d v / a r .

T h e B r i s t o l p i l o t c u t t e r s w e r e b u i l t a t P i l l o n t h e
A v o n , a n d t h e y a r d s t h e r e e v o l v e d o v e r t h e c e n t u r i e s b y t r i a l
a n d e r r o r a n d t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f g e n e r a t i o n s o f D i e n , w h o s p e n t
t h e b e s t p a r t o f t h e i r l i v e s a t s e a i n t h e c u t t e r s , a
d i s t i n c t i v e t y p e o f c r a f t . T h e s k i f f s , a s t h e y v / o r e k n o w n
l o c a l l y , v / o r e b u i l t f r o m h a l f m o d e l s a n d n e v e r d e p a r t e d f r o m
t h e c l e a n f o r e f o o t a n d d e e p h e e l w h i c h m e a n t g o o d s e a - k e e p i n g
i n t h e s o r t o f w e a t h e r m e t w i t h w e s t o f L u n d y, a n d a t o l e r a b l e
m o t i o n f o r t h o s e o n b o a r d . T h e c u t t e r s r a n g e d f a r f r o m t h e
C h a n n e l s e e k i n g s h i p s r e q u i r i n g p i l o t s , g o i n g p e r h a p s 1 0 0
m i l e s w e s t o f t h e P a s t n e t , r o u n d t o t h e E n g l i s h C h a n n e l o r
t o w a r d s t h e C l y d e .

M a r g o u r i t e - T w a s l a u n c h e d a t P i l l o n A p r i l 1 7 t h , 1 8 9 3
having been built by Edwin (Cracker) Rowles, one of two
b u i l d e r s t h e n i n P i l l . T h e o t h e r v / a s C o o p e r , w h o h a d t h e
r e p u t a t i o n f o r b u i l d i n g t h e b e t t e r s e a b o a t s , b u t R o w l e s '
m o d e l s w e r e f a s t e r . M a r g e u r i t e ’ s o w n e r w a s P i l o t P r a n k T r o t t
o f C a r d i f f , w h o w a s a r a c i n g e n t h u s i a s t , p e r h a p s f a n a t i c .
The vesse l 's d imensions are | -

5 3 f t . o v e r a l l ,
1 3 . 6 f t . b r e a d t h .

4 5 . 8 f t . w a t e r l i n e ,
9 . 0 f t . d r a f t .

T h e r e i s n o d o u b t t h a t R o w l e s m a d e a s p e c i a l j o b o f
M a r g e u r i t o . U n l i k e m o s t c u t t e r s a l l t h e t i m b e r s a n d p l a n k i n g
w e r e b e a u t i f u l l y fi n i s h e d a n d n o t s t r a i g h t f r o m t h e a d z e .
T h e s a l o o n i s c o m p a r a t i v e l y e l a b o r a t e l y p a n e l l e d a n d fi t t e d .
M o s t o f t h e o r i g i n a l fi t t i n g s , t h e p i l o t ’ s s a l o o n c h a i r , t h e
c o p p e r k e t t l e i n t h e g a l l e y, t h e v / a t e r b a r r i c o e s o n d e c k , a n d
t h e n e a t s i g n a l l o c k e r h a p p i l y s t i l l s u r v i v e .

O n t h e b u l k h e a d a t t h e f o o t o f t h e c o m p a n i o n w a y i s
a b r a s s p l a t e r e c o r d i n g t h e s h i p ' s r e g a t t a s u c c e s s e s ,
i n c l u d i n g fi r s t a t C a r d i f f i n 1 8 9 5 , I 8 9 6 , 1 8 9 7 , 1 9 0 5 a n d
1 9 0 7 . T r o t t e v e n r e c o r d e d s o m e o c c a s i o n s w h e n h e r e c k o n e d h e
w a s fi r s t a n d t h e c o m m i t t e e d i d n o t I H e c e r t a i n l y t o o k r a c i n g
s e r i o u s l y , s o t t i n g a s p e c i a l m a i n s a i l f o r l i g h t w e a t h e r
w i t h a b o o m p r o j e c t i n g 6 f t . o u t b o a r d , a n d d r e s s i n g t h e r a c i n g
c r e w i n u n i f o r m .
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K a r g e u r i t e p a s s e d t o t h e o w n e r s h i p o f a c l e r g y m a n i n
1913, and between 1933 and 19A-8 was owned by hr.Charles
Mi lner o f B i rmingham, v /ho has in h is possess ion as i lver
model of her which vms made for Trott by personal fr iends
o n t h e o c c a s i o n o f h i s m a r r i a g e i n 1 9 0 3 .

T h e p r e s e n t o w n e r o f M a r g e u r i t e i s M r. M a r s h a l l D o r a n
of St .Hel l ier, Jersey, and for two seasons she has been
operated for cont inuous summer cru is ing by the Is land Cruis ing
Club of Salcombe, where she lies at present. The ship has
been maintained in good condit ion over the years and by
g o o d f o r t u n e h a s b e e n l i t t l e a l t e r e d s i n c e s h e w a s b u i l t .
A r o u n d t h e r u d d e r h e a d i s a b r a s s p l a t e I n s c r i b e d " R o w l e s -
B u i l d e r - P i l l - 1 8 9 3 " .

M a r g e u r i t e w a s o n e o f t h e fi n e s t a n d f a s t e s t B r i s t o l
C h a n n e l p i l o t c u t t e r s e v e r b u i l t a n d i s v e r y p r o b a b l y t h e
fi n e s t e x a m p l e o f h e r c l a s s s t i l l i n e x i s t e n c e .

T h e l a s t w i n t e r h a s s o o n a n e x o d u s o f O . G . A . m e m b e r s
f rom Europe, and our three t ransat lant ic voyagers have a l l
a r r i v e d s a f e l y . F i r s t t o r e p o r t i n v / a s P e t e r Ta n g v a l d , v / h o i s
n o Y / b u i l d i n g a g a f f r i g g e d s c h o o n e r i n F r e n c h G u i a n a . H e
w r i t e s j -

' '¥o had as^-ov/ passage (29 days) but avery pleasant one
w i t h c l e a r s k i e s a n d r e a s o n a b l y fl a t s e a s e x c e p t f o r t h e l a s t
few days v/hon the wind became very fresh indeed. Leaving Las
P a l m a s w e s t o p p e d i n a l i t t l e b a y J u s t a f e w h o u r s s a i l a w a y
a n d t h e r e w e s t a y e d f o u r v / h o l e d a y s t o s c r u b o f f t h e o i l a n d
fi l t h o f L a s P a l m a s h a r b o u r . I t i s h a r d t o d e s c r i b e h o w a
fi l t h y h a r b o u r c a n m e s s u p a y a c h t b u t w h e n v / e l e f t G r a n
C a n a r i a I s l a n d a f t e r t h o s e f o u r s c r u b b i n g d a y s w e w e r e g r e a t l y
r e l i e v e d t o a g a i n h a v e a c l e a n s h i p . T h e fi r s t f e w d a y s w e
h a d t w o s w e a t e r s o n u s a n d s l e p t w i t h t h r e e w o o l b l a n k e t s ,
b u t a s v / o s a i l e d s o u t h t h e t e m p e r a t u r e b e c a m e g r a d u a l l y
v / a r m e r a s t h e S t e l l a P o l a r i s s a n k l o w e r d o v m t o w a r d t h e
ho r i zon . By the t ime v /e came abou t ha l f way we v /e re i n
B i k i n i s ! b h a t a t e r r i fi c f e e l i n g !

I t h i n k f r e s h a i r a n d a h a p p y l i f e i s t h e v e r y b e s t o f
m e d i c i n e s , f o r f a r f r o m a r i v i n g h e r e v / o r n o u t , m y h e a l t h h a v e
f u r t h e r i m p r o v e d , s o n o b o d y w o u l d s u s p e c t m e t o h a v e e v e r b e e n
s i c k .

I t i s t r u e t h a t o u r a r r i v a l v / a s a b i t t a x i n g o n m y
n e r v e s a s t h e p i l o t b o o k v / a r n s m a r i n e r s t h a t t h e c h a r t s a r o u n d
C a y e n n e a r e n e c e s s a r i l y I n a c c u r a t e b e c a u s e o f t h e l a r g e
d e p o s i t s o f m u d t h e r i v e r c a r r i e s f a r o u t t o s e a a n d i t
s t r o n g l y r e c o m m e n d s t h e u s e o f t h e p i l o t w h o w i l l c o m e o u t t o
t h e l i g h t h o u s e , 7 m i l e s o u t t o s e a . H o w e v e r , w e a r r i v e d a t
C a r n i v a l t i m e a n d a l s o i n s u c h t e r r i b l e r a i n t h a t v i s i b i l i t y
w a s d o w n t o a v e r y m i n i m u m . I d o n ’ t k n o w w h i c h w a s t h e
d e c i d i n g f a c t o r , b u t n o p i l o t c a m e o u t t o u s . S o a f t e r l 8
r a t h e r u n c o m f o r t a b l e h o u r s i n c h o p j o y s e a s a n d r a i n , m y
p a t i e n c e w a s g o n e a n d v / e s a i l e d i n o n o u r o w n , I f o r v / a r d
s o u n d i n g c o n t i n u a l l y w h i l e S l m o n n e a f t a t t h e t i l l e r f o l l o w e d
m y s h o u t s o f " r i g h t " o r " l e f t " . A t t h e s h a l l o w e s t w e h a d
o n l y h a l f a f a t h o m u n d e r o u r k e e l w h i c h m a d e u s r a t h e r n e r v o u s
e s p e c i a l l y a s t h e s e a s v / e r e b r e a k i n g . N e e d l e s s t o s a y w e v / e r e
v e r y r e l i e v e d w h e n t h e w a t e r s m o o t h e d o u t a n d v / e fi n a l l y
a n c h o r e d i n f r o n t o f t h e l i t t l e t o v / n .

D e s p i t e t h e h e a v y a n d c o n t i n u o u s r a i n v / e r a t h e r l i k e i t
h e r e a n d w i l l s t a y h e i ? e t o b u i l d t h e n e w s c h o o n e r . N e x t w e e k
I a m s a i l i n g u p t h e r i v e r w i t h s o m e I n d i a n s t o l o o k f o r s o m e
s u i t a b l e t r e e s a s w e l l a s a p l a c e t o b u i l d . I t v / i l l t a k e m e
t w o o r t h r e e y e a r s . - - - - -

I a m f a s c i n a t e d b y t h e n a t i v e s a i l i n g v e s s e l s ( n o
motors) which come all the v/ay from Recife and from Trinidad.
T h e y h a v e v e r y s h o r t m a s t s b u t h u g e b o o m s a n d g a f f s , a s w e l l
a s l o n g b o w s p r i t s . T h e g a f f i s p e a k e d u p s o fi g h t h a t t h e y
c o u l d a l m o s t b e c o n s i d e r e d g a i n t e r r i g g e d . A l l i n s i d e b a l l a s t
o f s tones when they have no cargo bu t when they do have a
z
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c a r g o t h e y h a v e n o " b a l l a s t a t a l l . V e r y s h a l l o w J r a f t , f a i r l y
n a r r o w h e a m a n d v e r y f a s t . T h e y a l s o t e l l m e t h a t t h e y a r e
v e r y s e a w o r t h y a s t h e y g o o u t r e g a r ; l l e s s o f t h e w e a t h e r a s
s o o n a s t h e y a r e l a o J l e
e l e c t r o n i c g e a r s o r a n y o f t h e o t h e r i n v e n t i o n s w h i c h a r e
m a k i n g s l a v e s o u t o f t h e m o c ? - e r n y a c h t s m a n .
W e l l , t h a t i s a l l f o r n o w . A l l t h e " b e s t f r o m

N o q , u e s t i o n s o f w e a t h e r r e p o r t s ,r-1
W . L ●

P e t e r .

N e x t f r o m t h e G r i f fi n f a m i l y w h o h a v e r e a c h e d N a s s a u
w i t h N o r t h e r n L i g h t .

" T / e a r r i v e d i n N a s s a u a t 2 5 m i n u t e s t o m i d n i g h t o n t h e
v e r y d a y t h a t v / e h a d p r o m i s e d t o a r r i v e , J a n u a r y 5 t h , a f t e r a
m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g a n d m o s t v a r i e d fi v e t h o u s a n d m i l e s a n d fi v e
months in our l ives (which as you knov/ have keen interesting
a n d v a r i e d e n o u g h a l r e a d y. )

N o w o u r t i r e d h u t p r o u d o l d s h i p l i e s a l o n g s i d e h e r o v m
j e t t y i n t h e c a l m v / a t e r s o f t h e H u r r i c a n e H o l e Y a c h t M a r i n a
o n P a r a d i s e I s l a n d n e x t t o N a s s a u j c o u p l e d u p t o t h e l a n d
n o t o n l y h y r o p e s h u t h y e l e c t r i c p o v / e r c a b l e s , t e l e p h o n e
l i n e s a n d p r e s s u r e w a t e r h o s e - o v e r w a t e r s o c l e a r a n d c l e a n
t h a t y o u d a r e n o t d r o p a s i n g l e t h i n g o v e r h o a r d a s i t w o u l d
s t a r e h a c k a t y o u w i t h s h a m e , a n d f o r e v e r , f r o m t h e b o t t o m .

P a l m t r e e s a n d C a s u a r i n a P i n e s t h r o n g t h e n e a t p a v e d
s u r r o u n d a n d o n l y t h e l i m i t e d f e w w h o o w n y a c h t s h e r e m a y
g a i n a c c e s s t o o u r s e c l u s i o n .

A n n i s , f o r t h e m o m e n t , m i s t r e s s o f a l l s h e s u r v e y s o n
h o a r d , a n d r e n o v a t e s p a i n t a n d v a r n i s h a f t e r t h e h a r d w e a r
o f t h e p a s t f e w m o n t h s , a n d c a t c h e s u p v / i t h h o u s e h o l d c h o r e s
a n d s t o r e s . G e r a l d i n e a n d J u n e a r e w o r k i n g a s p r i v a t e
s e c r e t a r i e s , a n d H e a t h e r a s t h e s e c r e t a r y o f t h e l o c a l
underwater d iv ing company. Their salar ies are phonominal , and,
o f c o u r s e , t a x f r e e I L i n d a M a r y h a s s t a r t e d h e r s t u d i e s a t
the Government High School , and loves i t there; i t is a
m a g n i fi c e n t s c h o o l a n d q . u i t e c l o s e t o t h e d u m p V i / h e r e I w o r k .
Iam very fu l ly engaged in teaching mathemat ics and engineer ing
science and dra\¥ ing to dark faces instead of pale; navigat ion
to 80 yachtsmen and small boat navigators and operators; and
lectur ing to Sotar ians and suchl ike in odd moments (and for
m y s u p p e r I )

1.● e a r e m u c h e n t e r t a i n e d i n o t h e r y a c h t s a n d i n f r i e n d s
h o u s e s - a n y o n e w o u l d t h i n k t h a t n o o n e h a d s a i l e d o v e r f r o m
E u r o p e t o t h e B a h a m a s s i n c e C o l u m b u s d i d i t
hasn't stopped sv/irl ing since we arrivedi The publicity put
out hy the Bahamas Government, hy the press and. the radio has
much to he respons ib le for, Iexpect , hut in the meant ime the
g i r l s a r e l o v i n g l i f e i n t h i s f a m e d B a h a m i a n v / i n t e r c l i m a t e .

O u r v o y a g e , a s y o u m a y k n o w, s t a r t e d f r o m P o o l e i n
Dorset on July 30th 1965, and in the following month we
progressed dovm the Brit tany, Spanish and Portugese coasts
to ar r ive at Las Palmas in the Canary Is lands off Nor th Af r ica
twenty four hours before Iv i /as due to fly out here via London
and New York to start my work in the Nassau Technical
I n s t i t u t e .

a n d t h e d u s t

r./.e ca l l ed a t Rosco f f , L’Ahe rv rach , B res t , Co r runna ,
Lage, v'^igo, Bayona, Lelxoes (Oporto) and Gascais (Lisbon and
Estoril). Once clear of the English Channel the weather
fair and the following oceanic wind and current stayed w$th
us f rom Cape Pin is terre in Nor th Spain for the rest o f the
v o y a g e - a l l h u t t h ^ l a s t e i g h t m i l e s .

I w o r k e d f o r t h e m o n t h s o f S e p t e m b e r a n d O c t o b e r i n
Nassau (taking asmall part in the organisation against and
dur ing the hurr icane 'Betsy ' which st ruck the Bahamas in
early September) while the faiTiily thoroughly enjoyed them¬
selves and at the same time overhauled the ship and made her
b e a u t i f u l .

w a s

D u r i n g t h i s t i m e m a n y o f t h i s y e a r ' s t r a n s a t l a n t i c
yachts came thi*ough Las Palmas and the girls and Ann got to
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k n o v i f a v e r y w i d e c i r c l e o f y a c h t s m e n o f n e a r l y a l l n a t i o n -
a l i j j i e s , a n d t h e g i r l s a l s o g o t t o k n o w a l a r g e n u m b e r o f
S p a n i s h h o y s .

O n m y r e t u r n a t t h e t a i l e n d o f O c t o b e r v / e h a d N o r t h e r n
L i g h t h a u l e d o u t o f t h e w a t e r , a n d a f t e r t r i m m i n g u p h e r
c o p p e r s h e a t h i n g , p a i n t e d h e r b o t t o m v a t h a n t i f o u l i n g t o
make her as smooth and as fast as possiblefor as long as
p o s s i b l e , ( a s I v / r i t e t h i s s h e i s s t i l l c l e a n a f t e r a
fu r ther I f sOOOmi les o f sa i l ing . )

Wg stored up as much as our dvandl ing funds a l lov i / -ed,
a n d s a i l e d o n N o v e m b e r i O t h , p a s s i n g r o u n d t h e n o r t h e r n e n d
o f G p a n C a n a r i a I s l a n d a n d l e a v i n g Te n e r i f f e o n o u r w e s t e r n s
s i d e . V e w e r e a b l e t o s e e t h e s n o w y p e a k s o f P i c o o n t h i s
la t ter is land for over 60 mi los , showing proudly above the
c l o u d s t h a t h u n g o v e r t h e i s l a n d s . T h e r e a f t e r w e s a v / n o
s i g n o f m a n k i n d f o r 2 2 l o v e l y d a y s , t h e n w e s a w t h e l i g h t s o f
a p a s s i n g s h i p o n t h e h o r i z o n a f t . Tw o d a y s a f t e r v r a r d s a
w e a t h e r s u r v e y j e t p l a n e c a m e d o w n l o w a n d c i r c l e d r o u n d u s ,
a n d t h r e e d a y s l a t e r v / e c a m e u p o n B a r b a d o s . . . 2 , 7 0 0 m i l e s i n
2 7 c l a y s .

Dur ing the passage wo swam overs ide whenever the w ind
f e l l c a l m - t h e d e p t h b e i n g L s ' m i l e s ; w o t r i e d t o c a t c h
fish and succeeded every 2,500 mi les -yes, every 2,500 mi lesJ
T h e a i r a n d s e a t e m p e r a t u r e w e r e n e a r p e r f e c t a n d t h e
h u m i d i t y l o w .

A n n a n d t h e t h r e e o l d e s t g i r l s w e r e v / a t c h k e e p i n g d a y
and night (2 hours on duty on deck on their own and 6hours
o f f d u t y ) . L i n d a w a s t h e s h i p ' s c o o k a n d b o t t l e w a s h e r w h i l e
a t s e a , a n d I w a s o n c a l l a t a l l t i m e s t o n a v i g a t e , t o s e t
a n d c h a n g e t h e s a i l s a s n e c e s s a r y ,
t h a t n e e d e d d o i n g .

1 / e t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e t h e c r o s s i n g a n d l o o k f o r w a r d
v e r y m u c h t o b e i n g a b l e t o d o i t a g a i n .

I h a d l o o k e d f o r v m r d t o r e t u r n i n g t o B a r b a d o s s i n c e
v i s i t i n g t h e r e i n H t i S V i n d i c t i v e i n 1 9 3 8 * b o c o a s t e d a l o n g
t h e b e a u t i f u l g r e e n s h o r e l i n e a n d d r o p p e d a n c h o r ' w i t h g r e a t
e l a n o f f t h e A c p i a t i c C l u b a t B r i d g e t o w n . I j u m p e d o v e r t h e
s i d e f o r a c e r e m o n i a l s w i m , a n d c a u g h t m y k n e e o n t h e s h i p ' s
r a i l . T h e r e s u l t i n g D o c t o r f o r b a d e m o v e m e n t , f o r a s l o n g a s
p o s s i b l e a n d w h i l e t h e f a m i l y h a d a w o n d e r f u l t i m e a s h o r e
I w a s a b l e t o ‘ w r i t e l e t t e r s a n d s e n d o f f o u r C h r i s t m a s c a r d s
for 1965* Our t imetable was now gett ing shortened and we left
(against the doctors advice but with his blessing) after 6
d a y s , s a i l i n g u n d e r p e r f e c t c o n d i t i o n s a c r o s s t h e 8 0 m i l e s
t o S t . L u c i a a n d p a s s i n g b e h i n d i t t o g a i n t h e m a x i m u m
s h e l t e r . ¥ e p a s s e d i n t h i s ‘ w a y n o t o n l y S t . L u c i a , b u t a l s o
Martinique v/ith HIviS Diamond Rock nearby, and Dominica,
G u a d e l o u p e a n d t h e S a i n t e s , b e f o r e c r o s s i n g o p e n w a t e r t o
find the concea led en t rance to Ne lson 's o ld ha rbour -Eng l i sh
Harbour in the island of Antigua. As my knee and lower leg
n o w l o o k e d a s i f I s u f f e r e d c h r o n i c a l l j ^ f r o m e l e p h a n t i a s i s
● v 7 e s t a y e d h e r e 1 0 d a y s u n t i l i t h a d fi n a l l y c l e a r e d u p , a n d
this included having Christmas and Boxing Day with the large
fl e e t o f c h a r t e r i n g y a c h t s b a s e d t h e r e . I h a d b e e n t h e r e
b e f o r e t h e w a r a n d l o v e d t h e s p i r i t o f t h e p a s t w h i c h i s
s t i l l a l l o v / . u d t o r e m a i n t h e r e .

. E r i c a n d S u s a n H i s c o c k i n l / a n d e r e n I I I ( w h o h a d c r o s s e d
o u r p a t h s e v e r a l t i m e s s i n c e l e a v i n g E n g l a n d ) a n d s e v e r a l
o t h e r o l d f r i e n d s w e r e a l s o t h e r e . ¥ h e n y / o c a m e t o l e a v e
the weather vms not only fine but also calm, and for three
d a y s w e m o t o r e d p a s t M o n s e r r a t , N e v i s , S t . S u s t a t i u s a n d S a b a
and then for an open passage to the Virgin Islands.

A l t h o u g h I h a d b e e n h e r e b e f o r e a n d k n e w h o v / a t t r a c t i v e
t h e B r i t i s h V i r g i n I s l a n d s a r e , i t w a s t o A m e r i c a n S t . T h o m a s
that v i fe now steered, to enter the outs tanding ly beaut i fu l
p o r t o f C h a r l o t t e / m a l i e f o r a n o v e r n i g h t s t o p t o r e - f u e l
a n d t o p u p w i t h f r e s h f o o d .

n d a n y o t h e r o d d j o b sC l
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F r o m h e r o o n , f o r t h e l a s t 7 0 0 m i l e s o f t h e v o y a g e w e
h a d t h e o n l y h a d w e a t h e r - s o m e o f t h e v / o r s t w e h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d i n 2 0 y e a r s o f s a i l i n g - a l t h o u g h t h e w i n d
r e m a i n e d h e h i n d u s a l l t h e w a y . V / i t h o u r r a d i o s o u t o f
a c t i o n h y t o o m u c h s e a w a t e r \ ¥ e h a d n o r a d i o h e a r i n g s a n d n o
t i m e s i g n a l s . T h e r e w a s l i t t l e s u n f o r l a t t i t u d c s i g h t s a n d
t h e D o m i n i c a n R e p u h l i c w a s i n t h e m i d s t o f a r e v o l u t i o n a n d
n o o n e k n o v / w h e t h e r t h e y v / e r e p u t t i n g o n l i g h t h o u s e s o r n o t .
F o r t h r e e d a y s w ' e s a i l e d , n e a r l y b l i n d , h e t v / e e n P u e r t o R i c o ,
H i s p a n i o l a a n d C u b a o n o n e s i d e , a n d t h e N a v i d a d B a n k , t h e
S i l v e r B a n k a n d t h e T u r k s I s l a n d a n d C a i c o s s h o a l s a n d r e e f s
o n t h e o t h e r , b u t fi n a l l y w e c a m e v / i t h g r e a t r e l i e f a n d
h a p p i n e s s t o t h e s h e l t e r o f o u r fi r s t B a h a m i a n I s l a n d ,
G r e a t I n a g u , a n d c l e a r e d C u s t o m s t h e r e .

O n v e r y m u c h t h e l a s t l a p n o w , w e p u l l e d o n a g a i n i n
t h e m o r n i n g a n d s a i l e d f a s t w i t h t h e s t r o n g w i n d b e h i n d u s
and in slightly more sheitei’ed v/ater up through the Bahama
I s l a n d s , w e p a s s e d C r o o k e d I s l a n d , A c k l i n a , R u m C a y, L o n g
I s l a n d a n d a l l t h e t r a i n o f E x u m a s u n t i l w e c o u l d c r o s s t h e
c o r a l b a n k a n d d r o p o u r a n c h o r i n N a s s a u H a r b o u r .

I n aweek 's t ime Her Ma jes ty and Pr ince Ph i l l i p a r r i ve
f o r a t w o d a y v i s i t a n d w e a r e t o e s c o r t H M S B r i t a n n i a i n t o
p o r t , a s t h e o n l y l O n g l i s h y a c h t h e r e , a n d r e m a i n a n c h o r e d
n e a r h e r d u r i n g h e r s t a y ; w o a t t e n d t h e c a t h e d r a l s e r v i c e
w i th H.M. the same c lay, apr ise g iv ing by Pr ince Ph i l l i p in
the af ternoon and an invest i ture and recept ion at Government
House on the Monday. Li fe just now consists of gett ing ship
a n d c l o t h e s r e a d y f o r t h i s v i s i t - t h e fi r s t b y a r e i g n i n g
m o n a r c h t o t h e B a h a m a s .

N o w I m u s t c l o s e

1968, God wi l l ing .
¥ i th the bes t w ishes o f a l l o f us in Nor thern L igh t

J a m e s a n d A n n G r i f fi n .

w i l l b e b a c k i n L n g l a n d b r i e fl y i n

O u r t h i r d w a n d e r e r i s S t e v e K e e f e o f S i r i u s , w h o w r i t e s f r o m
B a r b a d o s

"By the t ime you rece ive th is le t te r we w i l l p robab ly
b e i n S t . L u c i a , B . W . I . ‘
crossing of 29 days, leaving Las Palmas on January 27th.
I t t o o k u s t e n d a y s o f h e a d w i n d s a n d c a l m s b e f o r e w e f o u n d
the N.E. t rades , wh ich inc identa l l y b lew S. and S.L . fo r the
m a j o r i t y o f t h e t i m e .

¥o sa i led under a ra ther unusua l runn ing r ig wh ich I
h e a r t i l y r e c o m m e n d t o a n y o t h e r t r a d e w i n d s a i l o r s . I t
c o n s i s t e d o f o u r t v / o . s t a y s a i l s ,
and sheeted back to the cockpit ,
f o r w a r d .

\ i e a r r i v e d h e r e i n B a r b a d o s a f t e r a

b o o m e d f r o m t h e m a i n s h r o u d s ■
w i t h p r e v e n t o r s g o i n g

In the gap between the stays we set our storm trysai l
hoisted on the jib halliard, the tack and clew being sheeted
to the por t and s tarboard shroud p in ra i ls . We t r ied automat ic
s teer ing acoup le o f t imes, bu t she rea l l y needs adrum on the
s t e e r i n g s h a f t . be were becalmed acouple of t imes, and
went over the side for aswim -leaving acouple of lookouts
for sharks -which was very refreshing. There were always
v e r y p r e t t y p i l o t fi s h u n d e r b o w a n d s t e r n .

The flying fish were pretty disappointing -we only
caught three the whole trip, although we saw thousands. They
cddn tgo fa r be tween s i x . P robab ly seve ra l f e l l back i n to
the sea as_we haven’t any bul\/arks. ¥e caught three dorados
though, which were del ic ious. The other wi ld l i fe we saw were
p o r p o i s e w h i c h a p p e a r e d e v e r y s o o f t e n i n t h e i r d o z e n s t o
escort tho boat along. They have marvelous games amongst
themselves. Dolphin by tho score, which took no not ice of us
whatsoever, and afew whales, one of which apxjeared nine
inches from the side of the boat and exchanged gurgling
vvith our sink outlet! Birds were with us every day; terns,
shearwaters and stormy petrels. Our first tropic birds were
oncountorod athousand miles from land, which, according to
the books, meant we were 100 miles from land!

n o i s e s
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O u r f o r t y p o u n a s o f o r a n g e s l a s t e d u s o n l y a f o r t n i g h t ,
hy which time the "bananas had ripened. Hov/ever, they nearly all
r i p e n e d a t o n c e s o t h a t v / e r e a l l y h a d t o m a k e p i g s o f o u r s e l v e s
w i th them. ¥e ' ve heen mak ing ou r ovvn "b read eve r s ince l eav ing
England so that was no pro"blem. Unfortunately, v/a ran out of
flour before making Bar"bados, and when we came to open our
Finnish crisp"bread found they contained carrov/ay seeds which
eve ryone l oa thed ! Spam, s l i ced t h i n l y and f r i ed , t as tes
remarkalDly l ike "bacon, "by the way.

L a n d f a l l w a s m a d e i n t h e e a r l y e v e n i n g a f t e r fi v e d a y s
o f ve ry s t rong w inds and huge seas . They seemed to t ower
over the stern, "but to our surprise none of them came aboard.
Each t ime the stern l i f ted up l ike magic to a l lov/ the sea to
p a s s u n d e r u s a n d f o a m a w a y i n c o n fl i c t w i t h o u r b o v ; w a v e .
\ie had to close with the land in the dark, and guess what ?
A f t e r 2 9 d a y s v / i t h o u t r a i n w e h a d a t o r r e n t i a l r a i n s t o r m
w'hich blotted out everything. This happens to us whenever we
enter harbour -first we get the sq.uall, then t h e c a l m , t h e n
our engine refuses to start!True to form the engine diedo n

so v/e beat into the anchotage, neatly missing launches,
y a c h t s a n d b u o y s , a n d d r o p p e d t h e a n c h o r i n a b o u t 8 f a t h o m s .
It was acaso of seeing V7here we were in the morning. The
b lessed s t i l l ness and qu ie t o f t ha t n igh t ' s s l eep 1

Reading through this letter, it seems a funny place t o
start -at Las Palmas - so Im i g h t a s w e l l b o r o y o u s t i l l
f u r t h e r a n d fi n i s h a t t h e b e g i n n i n g . A l l g o o d s t o r i e s s t a r t
a t the end an j^way.

Y/e had the usual mad rush to leave Poole, but finally
we had the food sto’wed, the new mizzen boom and topsail spar
made, also the pulpit and aft rai i l complete, and we ?/ere off .
I t was adead noser out to the Old Harry Rocks,
a g o o d s h a k e u p i n t h e r a c e o f f t h e r e . T h e w a t c h e s w e r e w o r k e d
l i k e t h i s ; 3 m e n , 8 - 1 2 , 1 2 - 4 , 4 - 8

2girls,10 -2, 2 - 6 .
v ie a l l set t led down qu i te wel l to th is rout ine, and each took
it in turn t© be duty cook for the day. On aS.E. wind we
broad reached down Ohani'iel. Forty miles off Ushant the wind
d i e d o n u s a n d w e h a . ' t o r e v e r t t o t h e
40 gallons of diesel aboard, so it didn’t matter. Four days
later, becalmed in Biscay, we heard a l l the force 10 storm
warnings for the South Coast, so we were lucky to have missed
that lot. Mo v/ere in quite abad blovz off Finisterre, which
cost us atorn jib. Arrived in "Vigo after nine days at sea,
v e r y t i r e d . I t i s v e r y d i f fi c u l t t o fi n d t h e y a c h t c l u b t h e r e
especially at night, as it is not marked. Alot of people we
talked to found this. However, when you’ve run out of wharves

jetties and are beginning to wonder if i t really exists,
there it is, folks! ¥e styed in Vigo for nearly three weeks,
where i t ra ined near ly a l l the t ime, and b lew hard f rom the
S o u t h V e s t .

u s

t h e n w e h a d

s t i n k e r * . T h e r e w e r e

a n d

On Novenber 24th, one month after leaving Poole, we
clearde Vigo in glor ious sunshine and madee for Port imao in
Portugal v/here we have some friends. Me had been warned of
the o f f sho re Por tugese fish ing ac t i v i t i es on the ¥es t Coas t .
They work asystem of long lines with buoys and lights -
which to say the least are very confusing at night. Quite
harmless \7hen you get used to them though, as the bit you
could get tangled up in is lying in about fifty fathoms.

A f t e r t h r e e d a y s o f i n d i f f e r e n t v / i n d a n d c a l m s w e h a d a
good blow from the west and we soon passed the Burlingas
Is l ands . A l l a l ong t h i s coas t we kep t abou t fi f t een m i l es o f f
shore, just within range of the major lights. Cape St.
V i n c e n t e m u s t b e o n e o f t h e b u s i e s t c o r n e r s o f t h e w o r l d .
It v/as very sgually, and reminded us of Picadilly circus in
t h e r u s h h o u r - i n f o g ! S h i p s e v e r y w h e r e .

Portimao harbour was entered in our usual rainstorm,
but i t passed over qu ick ly enough. The channel is
exceptionally twisty. Vo were amazed to see people walking
ankle deep, twenty feet from the boat in what ai^peared to be
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deep v/ater. Aman and adonkey were seen trott ing across the
sand har l The return ing fishermen were very helpfu l , and
g u i d e d u s t h r o u g h t h e c h a n n e l , a n d w o fi n a l l y d r o p p e d t h e
hook fi f ty yards f rom the br idge. I t had been very n ice
g h o s t i n g s l o w l y u p t h e r e u n d e r j u s t t h e m a i n a n d s t a y s a i l -
plenty of t ime to see v/hat was going on. hot the sort of place
t o e n t e r a t n i g h t t h o u g h . W e s t a y e d t h e r e u n t i l t h e I 5 t h
December, and were sorry to leave. The hospital i ty shown us
by the people v/as wonderful, even though we had heard that a
l o t o f P o r t u g e s e w o r e a n t i - B r i t i s h . A s f o r t h e t o w n - t h a t i s
a s y e t u n s p o i l t b y t o u r i s t s a n d r e t a i n s a l l i t s c h a r a c t e r i n
c o n s e q u e n c e .

!

On the Y/ay to Las Palmas wo l is tened v / i th smug faces
to’your ’ Y/oather forecasts, as the days wore gett ing warmer
a n d Y v a r m e r f o r u s .

I h a d d e c i d e d n o t t o u s e t h e l o g a n y m o r e a s n o m o b i g
fish kept tak ing the sp inner. A legranza v/as s ighted on the
5th day. ¥e had taken bets on YYho would sight land first,
and Pete had overrun his early morning watch by acouple of
hours, hoping to bo the winner. At last , red eyed, he crav/ led
into bed ajid had only boon there five minutes v/hen Sue yelled
"Land Hoi" The wind blew hard and v/e had avery exhilarating
s a i l t h r o u g h t h e i s l a n d s t o L a s P a l m a s . J u s t m a d e i t i n t i m e
for Chr is tmas. On the las t log Ihad the imique exper ience o f
s a i l i n g ’ S i r i u s ’ b y S i r i u s .

A m o n g s t t h e y a c h t s i n L a s P a l m a s w e r e ’ N o m a d ’ , a C o l i n
Archer cuuter owned by af r iend of ours , and ’Dorothea’
owned by Peter Tangvald, whom I’m sure you’ve all heard of.
Jffihn Guzzwell of ’Trekka’ and Tzu Hang' fame arrived later
v/ i th his v/ i fe and tv/ in boys on their yacht ’Treasure’ v/hich
h e b u i l t h i m s e l f . V h a t a b e a u t i f u l j o b h e ' s m a d e o f i t t o o .

Me had Christmas Yvith al l the tr immings, although our
Ch r i s tmas t r ee l ooke ab i t b rovm a f t e r be ing i n t he coun te r
f o r a y e a r . N o w Ye a r ’ s l i v e w a s s e e n i n i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l
m a n n e r , o n l y m o r e s o , a s t h e c a r s a n d b u s e s j o i n i n w i t h t h e
b o a t s t o ’ t o o t ’ i t i n . A f t e r a b o u t o f ’ fl u a l l r o u n d -
Peter Tangvald and his v/ife also had it -we decided to go up
the slip for arepaint and to rocaulk the garboards. It was
vei ’y cheap. This depleted our t iny hoard of money st i l l
further, so that v/hen aSwedish chap asked for apassage jjo
Barbados we jumped at the chance. His main luggage consisted
of two boxes of assorted liquor (His boxes of despair as he
cal led them I) ¥e couldn’t have tv/o Peters aboard so we

4

renamed him^ Pedro -not very Swedish, Iadmit .
Pedro insisted on sharing watches, and as we were all

well and truly used to the old lady's ways, we did 2|- hours
on and 10 hours o f f , w i th the g i r l s shar ing an igh t wa tch .
T h i s w o r k e d e x c e l l e n t l y .

¥ e l l , t h i s b r i n g s u s b a c k t o B a r b a d o s . T h e C u s t o m s
asked avery cu r ious ques t ion -
f r o m d i s e a s e ? "

T h e

' A r e y o u r r a t s a n d m i c e f r e e

'es t Ind ies mus t be the las t s t rongho ld o f sa i l i ng
ships. Me wore delighted to see working boats with new sails
bent Qn. In the harbour are many t rad ing schooners -beaut i fu l
s h a p e s a n d a l l s t i l l i n c o m m i s s i o n . A l s o t h e r e v / a s a 1 0 0 f t .
schooner f rom Nantucket , obviously being used for charter.
T h i s r e a l l y i s a p a r a d i s e f o r s a i l , a n d w e ’ r e l o o k i n g
f o r w a r d t o s e e i n g t h e o t h e r i s l a n d s . I f t h i s l e t t e r h a s n ’ t
bored you to tears we' l l v / r i te again when we’ve seen abi t more.

V i

a G . K e e f e .

I h o p e a l l m e m b e r s h a v e e n j o y e d r e a d i n g t h e s e l e t t e r s a s m u c h
a s I d i d . I t h a s b e e n a v e r y p l e a s a n t c h a n g e t o h a v e t o
" c r o w d " a N e w s l e t t e r t o g e t i n a l l t h e m a t e r i a l t h a t c o u l d
n o t r e a l l y w a i t f o r t h e n e x t i s s u e , a n d I h o p e i t v / i l l n o t
be the las t we sha l l be hear ing f rom our t ransat lant ic voyagers .
H o p e t o s e e a s m a n y a s p o s s i b l e o f y o u a t L e H a v r e . J . n . . S .

P u b l i s h e d b y t h e O l d G a f f e r s A s s o c i a t i o n ,
" L a w l e y " , 7 0 b , P a m b r i d g e R o a d , M a l d o n , E s s e x .


