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NM^SLETTER No, 1969A

Wi th th is issue we welcome tv ;o new Honorary Memhers , f rom
t h e C l u h s w h i c h h a v e e n t e r t a i n e d u s s o m a g n i fi c e n t l y f o r o u r
r a c e s . T h e y a r e ;

R ,T „ Burke , The Copp ice , 91 H igh Yiew Road , Sou th Woodfo rd ,
London , E ,18 ,

C o m m o d o r e , S t o n e S a i l i n g C l u b ,

W, H , M c M i l l a n , Ye w Tr e e M a n o r, B e a u l i e u R o a d , Ly n d h u r s t ,
H a m p s h i r e ,

R e a r C o m m o d o r e , R o y a l C o r i n t h i a n Ya c h t C l u b ,

A l s o , w e w e l c o m e t h e f o l l o ? / l n

G , K , J „ B o o k e r , 7 1 P a r k R o a d , S o u t h b o u r n e , E m s w o r t h , H a n t s ,

C , E l l i s , E m s w o r t h Ya c h t H a r b o u r L t d , , T h o r n e y R o a d , E m s w o r t h ,
B r i e s

A , D . F r e e m a n , D u n c l i f f e , W o o d m a n c o t e , E m s w o r t h , H a n t s ,

n e w m e m b e r s ; -a

H a n t s .

C a p t , R , G a t e h o u s e , D . S , C , ,
N e w b u r y , B e r k s ,

D r , M , H o a g l a n d , T h e t f o r d , V e r m o n t , U . S , A ,

R , N . , W i c k L o d g e , H o e B e n h a m ,
P l e i o n e

O l d B a l d y
J , G , H o l m e s , C , 7 A r c h e r s , A r c h e r s R o a d , S o u t h a m p t o n , S O I 2 N D ,

W i n d

N , I r e n s , C r e t e H i l l H o u s e , C o t e H o u s e L a n e , B r i s t o l 9 »
P i s k i e

D , L a m b , 5 0 P l a i s t o w L a n e , B r o m l e y , K e n t ,
E l s i n o r e I I

D , R , M c G i l v r a y , 2 0 B e l s i z e G r o v e , L o n d o n N , W , 3 .
S e n e d i a l

T, 'Wa tson , Jn r, ,O ld O rcha rd Road , A rmonk , New Yo rk , U .3 ,A ,
S p r a y

N . A , W e l l e r , 3 3 H i l l s i d e R o a d , B e n fl e e t , E s s e x ,
D o r m o u s e

G , W i n fi e l d . 1 7 U p p e r M a l l , H a m m e r s m i t h , L o n d o n W, 6 ,
S e a G u l l I I

W I N T E R M . E E T I N G S

S AT U R D AY 8 t h N O V E M B E R P a r t y a t M a l d o n L i t t l e S h i p C l u b ,
T.O p,m, Affe t supper. Tickets 5s. on the n ight . No
a d v a n c e b o o k i n g .

A s m a r ^ r o f y o u k n o w, t h e c a t e r i n g f o r t h i s p a r t y i s ' ' d o i t
y o u r s e l f " . S o m e m e m b e r s ’ w i v e s h a v e h e l p e d w o n d e r f u l l y f o r t ' h e
p a s t fi v e y e a r s . W o u l d s o m e b o d y e l s e l i k e t o s h a r e t h e w o r k o f
p r e p a r i n g s a n d w i c h e s , b r i d g e r o l l s , e t c , a t h o m e d u r i n g t h e
a f t e r n o o n ? P l e a s e l e t m e k n o w a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e ,

SATURD^VY JUth NOVEMBER
Emsworth Slipper C'iub, 7,30 p,ra
T h e C l u b i s o u r s f o r t h e e v e n i n g a s t h e S l i p p e r C l u b a r e h o l d ¬
i n g t h e i r a n n u a l D i n n e r a n d D a n c e t h a t e v e n i n g . W i l l a n y m e m ¬
b e r w i s h i n g t o r a i s e a n y i t e m o f b u s i n e s s a t t h e m e e t i n g o r t o
m a k e a n y n o m i n a t i o n s f o r t h e e l e c t i o n o f O f fi c e r s o r C o m m i t t e e
n o t i f y M i c h a e l M i l l a r i n w r i t i n g a t l e a s t o n e w e e k b e f o r e t h e
m e e t i n g .

J , A , So

S o c i a l a n d S o l e n t A r e a A , G , M , a t t h e
B u f f e t S u p p e r , 5 s , i c e r h e a d .i o

I f a n y m e m b e r s h a v e fi l m s o r s l i d e s o f t h i s y e a r ’ s e v e n t s ,
p l e a s e b r i n g t h e m a l o n g .

W i l l t h o s e w h o w i s h t o a t t e n d p i e
o f f s l i p o n P a g e 1 2 ,

S e e n o t e o n P a g e 1 1 .

e c o m p l e t e t h e t e a r -o ob

A, G, M.
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^°WAT-TTM^, -HELPERS, The continued steady growth of the Associatidn

T n c r e a s e s t h e l o a d o n i t s w o r k e r s > S o m e o f t h e j o b s c a n n o t h e
s u h - d i v i d e d j h u t w e h o p e o t h e r s c a n , a n d w o u l d w e l c o m e v o l u n t e e r s .
P o s s i h i l i t i e s a p p e a r t o h e : -

.4ss.qciatJ^on Handlcapper Instead of trying to deal with handicaps
for racVs”as' part 4f the pre-race work, we v/ould try to compile
a s c o m p l e t e a l i s t a s p o s s i b l e o f p e r m a n e n t h a n d i c a p s ,
j o b w o u l d r e q u i r e s o m e b o d y f a m i l i a r w i t h f a i r l y s i m p l e a r i t h ¬
m e t i c ,
b e p e a k s j u s t p r i o r t o t h e r a c e s ,
dealt wi th by the local race committee (unless the Handlcapper
f e l t h e w o u l d l i k e t o t r a v e l t o s e e t h e r a c e ) . L i a i s o n ( p o s t a l )
w i t h R a c e S e c r e t a r i e s . A b i l i t y t o v i s i t M i c h a e l M i l l a r i n
L o n d o n o r m e i n M a l d o n m i g h t h e l p , b u t t h i s i s N O T e s s e n t i a l .
M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y D u t i e s ? / o u l d b e t o m a i n t a i n a s a c c u r a t e
a s p o s s i b l e a l i s t o f m e m b e r s i i N D t o a d d r e s s t h e e n v e l o p e s f o r
t h e N e w s l e t t e r s , P o s t a l l i a i s o n w i t h a l l s e c r e t a r i e s ( i . e , a t
the moment Michael and myself and treasurer) could be frequent
( u p t o f o r t n i g h t l y ) . A t l e a s t o n e v i s i t t o M a l d o n p e r y e a r
w o u l d b e n e c e s s a r y t o c o m p a r e m y c a r d i n d e x ? ; i t h t h e o f fi c i a l
l i s t o f m e m b e r s a n d t h e N e w s l e t t e r c i r c u l a t i o h l i s t .

A d d r e s s i n g t h e N e w s l e t t e r s w o u l d i n v o l v e s t o r i n g t h e
A d d r e s s o g r a p h ( a p p r o x i m a t e l y 2 ’
l opes purchased in bu lk (say 2 ’ x2* x1
o f f s e t s o f e n v e l o p e s s u c h t h a t I a l w a y s h a v e o n e s e t i n h a n d .
T h i s i n v o l v e s a b o u t o n e h o u r ' s ? / o r k p e r s e t - fi v e s e t s p e r
y e a r . A l s o , n e w s t e n c i l s w o u l d h a v e t o b e o r d e r e d f r o m t h e g o o d
l a d y w h o p r e p a r e s t h e m f o r u s .

T h i s j o b r e a l l y r e q u i r e s l o t s o f " o d d m . o m e n t s " r a t h e r t h a n
a n y m a j o r e f f o r t s , b u t w i t h o v e r i g O O m e m b e r s , o f w h o m q u i t e a
n u m b e r s e e m t o m o v e e v e r y y e a r , i t n e e d s s o m e b o d y w h o c a n k e e p
o n t o p o f t h e ¥ i f o r k a l l t h e t i m e . O w n e r s h i p o f o r r e a d y a c c e s s
t o a t y p e w r i t e r w o u l d h e l p - i f n o t a v a i l a b l e , t h e n f a i r l y c l e a r
h a n d w r i t i n g w o u l d b e n e c e s s a r y ' .

A m e m b e r s h i p s e c r e t a r y c o u l d p r o v e a v e r y r e a l h e l p t o
M i c h a e l , T o m C o o k a n d m y s e l f . P r o m t h e l i a i s o n p o i n t o f v i e w
a m e m b e r l i v i n g i n E s s e x , o r v i f h o s a i l s o n t h e B l a c k v / a t e r , w o u l d
b e b e s t .

H e l p w i t h f o l d i n g n e w s l e t t e r s v i f o u l d b e v / e l c o m e d . T h i s r e q u i r e s
s o m e b o d y a c c e s s i b l e b y t e l e p h o n e d u r i n g w o r k i n g h o u r s , a v a i l ¬
a b l e a t a f e w h o u r s n o t i c e fi v e t i m e s a y e a r w h o c o u l d t r a v e l
t o M a l d o n f o r a n e v e n i n g . T h e n e e d i s g r e a t e s t w h e n w e h a v e a
b i g N e w s l e t t e r a n d I ' m a b i t l a t e g e t t i n g t h e s t e n c i l s c u t .
T h e n t h e h e l p i s n e e d e d a s s o o n a s t h e d u p l i c a t i n g i s d o n e ,
a n d s o v e r y l i t t l e a d v a n c e , w a r n i n g c a n b e g i v e n . N e w s l e t t e r s
g o o u t a b o u t E a s t e r , j u s t a f t e r W h i t s u n , e a r l y A u g u s t , m i d -
S e p t e m b e r a n d D e c e m b e r .

T h i s

( :
t iSome o f the v /o rk cou ld be done any t ime , bu t the re wou ld

L a t e e n t r i e s w o u l d s t i l l b e

X 1 ' ) | s t o r i n g t h e e n v e -
s p a c e ) a n d r u n n i n g

X 1

1 9 6 9 S O L E N T R A G E

T h i s e v e n t t u r n e d o u t t o b e y e t a n o t h e r o u t s t a n d i n g
The entry of 56 was two down on last year, but the

A s n o v /

s u c c e s s ,

n u m b e r o f a c t u a l s t a r t e r s , 5 3 j v / a s a c l e a r r e c o r d ,
a p p e a r s t o b e t h e r u l e a t o u r r a c e s , t h e w i n d w a s t o o l i g h t f o r
t h e b i g g e r b o a t s , b u t t h e r e w a s e n o u g h w i n d t o g e t n e a r l y a l l
t h e b o a t s r o u n d t h e c o u r s e , a n d i t v / a s a l o v e l y w a r m s u n n y d a y .

T h e R o y a l C o r i n t h i a n Y a c h t C l u b r a c e o f fi c e r s c h o s e a
c o u r s e t v / i c e r o u n d ; - L i n e , T r u c k , S o u t h R y d e M i d d l e a n d o v e r
t h e l i n e , c r o s s i n g t h e l i n e i n a w e s t e r l y d i r e p t i o n , v / h i c h g a v e
a t o t a l o f 1 5 m i l e s s a i l i n g . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a c a t a m a r a n r a c e
w a s s t a r t e d b e f o r e o u r r a c e , a n d s e v e r a l o w n e r s t h o u g h t t h e i r
c o u r s e s i g n a l s a p p l i e d t o o l u ’ r a c e , a n d s i n c e t h e c a t a m a r a n s
w e r e s t a r t i n g e a s t e r l y o v e r t h e l i n e t h e y m o v e d o f f d o w n v / i n d
a n d t i d e t o w h a t t h e y s u b s e q u e n t l y f o u n d w a s t h e w r o n g s i d e o f
t h e l i n e . B y t h e t i m e t h e s t a r t i n g ^ g u n w e n t t h e r e w e r e s i x
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boa ts s t i l l t he wrong s ide . Pour go t back w i th in ten m inu tes ,
but the two big ketches Terminist and Regard had avery hard
fight to get back again, Regard taking 5I+ minutes and Terminist
72, I t was aVTonderfu l s ight to see these tv \ ro real ly large
boats , Termin is t 80 fee t long w i th a l l wh i te sa i ls and Regard
5 3 f e e t w i t h a l l r e d s a i l s , b e a t i n g b a c k w a r d s a n d f o r v m r d s
a g a i n s t t h e t i d e .

T h a n k s t o t h e i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e d i s p l a y i n g o f b o a t s '
n a m e s i t w a s p o s s i b l e t o l i s t t h e o r d e r o f m o s t o f t h e s t a r t e r s .
I n s e v e r a l c a s e s v / h e r e t w o o r m o r e b o a t s c r o s s e d t h e l i n e t o ¬
g e t h e r , t h e f u r t h e r b o a t s c o u l d n o t b e i d e n t i fi e d , s o t h e f o l l o w ¬
i n g l i s t c a n n o t b e r e g a r d e d a s c o m p l e t e , P a t s y m a d e a p e r f e c t
start , fo l lowed very closely by what looked l ike Foam, then came
Melmore, Peggy, Romilda (possibly hiding at least one other boat
from our view) Dawdler, Galvotta, Duslcy Maid,
- ? -

G o l d e n P l o v e r , G a i r l o c h , - ?
Tessa , Peggy H , Paguer ra , Sa rah Two , Fanny o f Cowes , P le ione ,
K a t r i n e , O l i v e M a r y, M i n a , A m e l i a J a n e , M a y fl y, S o m * b r i a , F i r e fl y,
Thetis (virho had come back from the v^rong side of the line).
S e a g u l l I I , a n d S e n e c h a l .

S o m e b o a t s h a d g o t t h e m s e l v e s i n v o l v e d w i t h s o m e m o t o r
c r u i s e r s o n t h e i r w a y d o w n t o t h e l i n e , a n d o n e v / e l l k n o \ m
o w n e r i s r e p o r t e d t o h a v e n e a r l y l o s t h i s c a p w h e n h i s h e a d
c a m e i n t o c o n t a c t ? / i t h t h e b o w s p r i t o f a f o l l o w i n g b o a t . O n e
boat (Senechal?) apioeared to be contemplating an argument with
a R e d F u n n e l s t e a m e r , b u t o t h e r w i s e t h e r u n n i n g s t a r t a p p e a r e d
t o b e r e m a r k a b l y f r e e o f i n c i d e n t s d e s p i t e t h e c l o s e p a c k i n g o f
s o m a n y b o a t s .

<

r

_ ? , P i s k i e ,
, T e a r a v / a y , D r i e s , - ? - , I n g a r , Q u i v e r , S e a B r e e z e ,

, S y b i l o f W i v e n h o e , - ? - ,

I g n o r a n c e o f t h e r a c i n g r u l e s l e d s o m e O Y / n e r s ? / h o h a d
s t a r t e d t h e i r e n g i n e s t o g e t b a c k t o t h e r i g h t s i d e o f t h e l i n e
t o c o n t i n u e m o t o r i n g b a c k a f t e r t h e fi v e m i n u t e g u n . S o f a r ,
o u r r a c e s h a v e b e e n d e l i g h t f u l l y f r e e o f a n y ’ r u l e t r o u b l e s ” ,
b u t t h i s j u s t c o u l d n o t b e i g n o r e d ^ o u r h o s t s f r o m t h e R . C . Y . C ,
b e i n g u t t e r l y a s t o u n d e d t o s e e t h e s e b o a t s p r o c e e d i n g a t f o u r
t o fi A ^ e k n o t s a g a i n s t t h e t i d e w i t h a l l s a i l s s h a k i n g , A m o s t
r e g r e t t a b l e i n c i d e n t , e s p e c i a l l y a s w e p r i d e o u r s e l v e s o n p r o ¬
v i d i n g r a c i n g f o r t h o s e Y / h o d o n o t n o r m a l l y r a c e . I n f u t u r e ,
w e i n t e n d t o m e n t i o n a n y p o i n t s l i k e t h i s i n t h e r a c e l i t e r a t u r e
s o t h a t o w n e r s w h o d o n o t k n o v ^ r t h e r u l e s w i l l n o t i n a d v e r t e n t l y
r e n d e r t h e m s e l v e s l i a b l e t o d i s q u a l i fi c a t i o n .

J . B . P o t ' s n e w b o a t D r e v a s o o n e s t a b l i s h e d a l e a d , v / h i c h
s h e h e l d f o r m u c h o f t h e r a c e , b u t i t v / a s a l w a y s a v e r y c l o s e
r a c e . P r o m t h e s h o r e , g a f f e r s c o u l d b e s e e n r i g h t a c r o s s t h e

a w o n d e r f u l s i g h t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , i t c o u l d a l s o b eS o l e n t
s e e n t h a t s o m e h a d n o t n o t i c e d t h e i n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e s a i l i n g
i n s t r u c t i o n s t o p a s s t o t h e S o u t h E a s t v / a r d o f W e s t B r a m b l e B u o y
- a s a f e t y m e a s u r e i n t r o d u c e d t o k e e p a l l b o a t s c l e i . r o f t h e
m a i n s h i p p i n g c h a n n e l . T h i s l e d t o t h e R a c e C o m m i t t e e h a v i n g
t o a s k s o m e o w n e r s t o r e t i r e a f t e r t h e r a c e - a g a i n m o s t r e g r e t ¬
t a b l e , ( N e x t y e a r ' s s a i l i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s w i l l b e a m e n d e d t o
clar i fy th is point and make i t much more obvious).

D r e v a c o m p l e t e d h e r fi r s t r o u n d i n t w o h o u r s t h i r t y - o n e
minutes (odd seconds rounded doY;n), fol lowed tv/o and ahalf
m i n u t e s l a t e r b y G a i v o t t a , t h e n P a g u e r r a a n d M e l m o r e , P o u r
m i n u t e s l a t e r c a m e T r a m m e l , t h e n P i s k i e , G u i d i n g S t a r , S a a r i ;
F a n n y o f C o v i / ' e s a n d S a g a r a c i n g a l m o s t n e c k a n d n e c k ; F i r e fl y ,
G a i r l o c h a n d S e a B r e e z e , A f t e r S e a B r e e z e w e s a ? / t h e m o s t
u n u s u a l s i g h t e v e r s e e n i n a n y O l d G a f f e r s R a c e , M o v i n g a c r o s s
t h e w a t e r t o w a r d s u s c a m e AY l i a t l o o k e d l i k e a fi l m , p r o d u c e r ’ s
i m p r e s s i o n o f a B e d o u i n t e n t ’ A n e n o r m o u s m o u n d o f c a n v a s
v i ^ h i c h l o o k e d a s i f i t t o u c h e d t h e ’ w a t e r a l l a l o n g i t s b a s e
a p p r o a c h e d u n t i l a l o w , d a r k b l u e b o w c o u l d b e s e e n n o a r t h e
m i d d l e o f t h e p i l e . A s s h e d r e w r a p i d l y c l o s e r t h e m y s t e r y w a s
s o l v e d , G . B . L i n g h a d b r o u g h t G o l d e n P l o v e r r o u n d f r o m t h e
E a s t C o a s t w i t h m o r e h e a d s a i l s t h a n h a l l i a r d s , a n d o n t h e r u n
t h e s e h e a d s a i l s o u g h t t o b e m a d e t o ? / o r k . T h o s e v / h o h a v e s e e n
s e v e r a l r a c e s a r e n o w s o m e w h a t b l a s e a b o u t v / a t e r s a i l s b e l o w



4 .

main TDOoms, Tout as Golden Plover is the only boat in the Associ¬
a t i o n w i t h a m a i n " b o o m l o n g e r t h a n h e r h u l l h e r w a t e r s a i l w a s
a d e - l u x e v e r s i o n ^ O u t t o p o r t w a s h o o m e d a v e r y l a r g e g e n o a ,
and hy some wonder fu l means Mrc L ing had managed to fi l l mos t
of the space between the foot of this genoa and the water with
another spare sai l , which appeared to he contr ibut ing some qui te
u s e f u l f o r w a r d d r i v e . T h e i r g y b e r i g h t o f f t h e C l u b h o u s e w a s

performance to vratchla n i n t e r e s t i n r -
a

A t s o m e t i m e d u r i n g t h e p r o c e e d i n g s , a c e r t a i n a m o u n t o f
c o n f u s i o n o c c u r r e d b e c a u s e t h e l i m i t m a r k f o r t h e l i n e b e c a m e
d e t a c h e d f r o m i t s a n c h o r a n d w e n t o f f f o r a s a i l , u n t i l c o l l e c t e d
by t he R .CoY.C . l aunch , wh i ch t hen mo to red up and down d i sp lay¬
i n g t h e b u o y u n t i l a r e p l a c e m e n t c o u l d b e l a i d . E x a m i n a t i o n
s h o w e d t h e r o p e o n t h e b u o y h a d b e e n c u t , p r e s u m a b l y b y s o m e
b o a t w h o h a d f o u l e d t h e r o p e ,

A f u l l l i s t o f t h e o r d e r o f b o a t s , w i t h a c c u r a t e t i m i n g s ,
a t t h e e n d o f t h e fi r s t r o u n d c a n b e m a d e a v a i l a b l e t o a n y b o d y
w h o w i s h e s t o k n o w . i n d e t a i l h o w w e l l h e Y / a s g o i n g - g e n e r a l l y
m o s t b o a t s t o o k r o u g h l y t h e s a m e t i m e f o r t h e s e c o n d l e g o f t h e
c o u r s e a s f o r t h e fi r s t , a n d p o s i t i o n s d i d n o t c h a n g e m u c h .
R e g a r d c a u g h t u p w e l l w i t h t h e t a i l - e n d e r s , a n d T e r m i n i s t c o m ¬
p l e t e d h e r fi r s t r o u n d a l m o s t e x a c t l y a n h o u r a f t e r K a t r i n e , t h u s
t a k i n g a b o u t t e n m i n u t e s l e s s t o a c t u a l l y r o u n d t h e c o u r s e .

D r e v a s t o o d o n a b i t t o o c l o s e t o t h e s h o r e o f f N o r r i s
C a s t l e , l e t t i n g P a g u e r r a s l i p i n t o t h e l e a d . A s M r , P o t o b v i o u s l y
f e l t t h a t t h e b o a t v / h i c h h a d t h e h o n o u r t o c a r r y o u r P r e s i d e n t
j o l l y Y / e l l o u g h t t o b e fi r s t o v e r t h e l i n e , t h i s c a l l e d f o r
s p e c i a l e f f o r t s , a n d t h e fi n i s h v r a s t h e m o s t e x c i t i n g e v e r s e e n
i n a n O l d G a f f e r s R a c e , a s D r e v a d r e w a h e a d o f P a g u e r r a j u s t
b e f o r e t h e l i n e . G a i v o t t a , M e l m o r e a n d P i s k i e c a m e i n n i c e l y
s p a c e d , t h e n c a m e a n o t h e r c l o s e d u e l a s P a n n y l e d S a g a t o Y / a r d s
t h e l i n o - t h e r e i g n i n g E a s t C o a s t c h a m p i o n a n d a b o a t w h i c h h a s
w o n t h e S o l e n t R a c e t h r e e t i m e s i n fi v e y e a r s fi g h t i n g f o r s u p r e ¬
m a c y . T h e i s s u e w a s i n d o u b t r i g h t t o t h e e n d a s S a g a d r e w a h e a d ,
t h e n P a n n y p u l l e d u p a g a i n , g a i n i n g s t e a d i l y , b u t j u s t n o t e n o u g h ,
a n d S a g a fi n i s h e d a b a r e s e c o n d a h e a d .

Three quarters of an hour (and several boats) later Peggy-H
a n d M a r i s h k a c a m e i n t o g e t h e r , a n d t h i s t i m e t h e r e w a s a t r u e
d e a d h e a t , t h e t i p s o f b o t h b o Y i r s p r i t s c o m i n g o n t o t h e l i n e
t o g e t h e r .

S h o r t l y a f t e r P a n n y a n d S a g a fi n i s h e d , I n g a ’ s d i s t i n c t i v e l y
c o l o u r e d h u l l w a s s p o t t e d p o i n t i n g i n a p e c u l i a r d i r e c t i o n , a n d
i t s o o n b e c a m e c l e a r s h e w a s a g r o u n d , a n d u n a b l e t o g e t o f f i n
t i m e t o g e t a r e a s o n a b l e p l a c e .

B y s i x o ’ c l o c k , f o r t y b o a t s h a d b e e n t i m e d i n , b u t o f t h e s e
s i g h t h a d t o b e w e e d e d o u t , l e a v i n g t h e r e c o r d t o t a l o f 3 2 b o a t s
p l a c e d w i t h i n t h e t i m e l i m i t . I t o u g h t t o h a v e b e e n 3 3 s L u t
M i n a h a d s o m e h o w m i s t a k e n t h e t r a n s i t s a n d t u r n e d b a c k t o a n c h o r
b e f o r e c r o s s i n g t h e fi n i s h i n g l i n e .

M o v / i , R e g a r d , K a t r i n e , B r i e s a n d M a y fl y w e r e a l l i n s i g h t ,
a n d c o m p l e t e d t h e c o u r s e s o o n a f t e r t h e t i m e l i m i t , P l e i o n e a n d
M e r o p e I I w e r e l e f t u n a c c o u n t e d f o r , a n d a s s u m e d t o h a v e r e t i r e d .
Te r m i n i s t , d e t e r m i n e d t o s 1 i o \ y t h a t e v e n i n t h e l i g h t w i n d s h e
c a n g o , b a t t l e d d o g g e d l y o n t o c o m p l e t e h e r s e c o n d r o u n d - a
v e r y g o o d p e r f o r m a n c e , a n d o n e w h i c h g a v e a l o t o f p l e a s u r e t o
t h e s p e c t a t o r s o n t h e E s p l a n a d e , f o r m a n y o f w h o m t h e s i g h t o f
s u c h a l a r g e g a f f e r u n d e r s a i l w a s a v e r y r a r e t r e a t i n d e e d .

I g a t h e r t h e O . G . A . m e m b e r s a fl o a t t h o r o u g h l y e n j o y e d t h e i r
d a y - I k n o Y ; I e n j o y e d m y d a y a s h o r e , b a s k i n g i n t h e s u n l i g h t
a n d t h e s p l e n d i d h o s p i t a l i t y o f t h e R o y a l C o r i n t h i a n Y a c h t C l u b .
A n o t h e r p l e a s a n t f e a t u r e o f t h e d a y w a s t h e o f f e r s o f h e l p , i n
p a r t i c u l a r f r o m o n e m e m b e r w h o s e b o a t w a s n o t r e a d y t o r a c e , a n d
w h o t o o k n o t e s a t t h e s t a r t , h e l p e d Y / i t h t h e g e n e r a l w o r k a t t h e
fi n i s h , a n d g e n e r a l l y a s s i s t e d w i t h k e e p i n g t h e p a p e r w o r k i n
good order. And then there vms Stuart Garnham, imperturbably
coping with the calculations of corrected times and T(h)CPs

Cont inued on page 6 .
f o r
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RESULTS „0F THE 1969 SOLMT OLD GilgPERS RiiCE

(start 11cOOoOO)
P O S N .
O V E R
L I U S

P I N A L
P O S N o

C O R R o
T I M E

F I N o
T I M E C L A S S

U 0 3 1 8
4 0 9 1 3
4 1 4 0 0
4 1 5 5 3
4 3 2 4 4
4 3 5 0 6
4 3 5 5 7
4 4 4 5 9

1 5 5 0 4 0
15 30 36
1 5 3 3 3 8
1 5 5 3 3 7
1 6 0 4 2 3
16 04 38
1 5 3 0 3 2
1 5 3 4 1 5
1 5 5 7 0 1
16 05 38
1 5 4 0 5 6
1 6 i l l 5 2
1 7 0 7 1 0
1 6 11 0 3
1 6 4 9 2 9
1 7 2 6 5 0
1 7 0 7 3 5
1 7 4 9 1 5
1 7 1 6 3 5
1 6 4 9 2 9
1 7 2 7 1 9
1 7 2 5 2 9
1 7 3 1 5 3
1 7 3 3 2 1
1 7 2 9 5 2
17 38 38
1 7 4 7 5 0
1 7 4 3 2 4
1 7 2 5 5 1
1 7 2 6 2 3
1 7 2 4 4 0
1 7 2 6 0 0

1 P i s k i e
2 . P a ^ u e r a
3 F a n n y o f C o w e s

S a g a
5 F i r e fl y
6 S e a B r e e z e
7 D r e v a
8 G a i v o t t a
9 S a a r i

1 0 G a i r l o c h
M e l m o r o

1 2 Q u i v e r
1 3 T h e t i s
1 4 G u i d i n g S t a r
1 5 M a r i s h k a
1 6 D a i s y B e l l
1 7 P a t s y

T e a r a w a y
F a n c y

2 0 P e g g y H
2 1 W i n d
2 2 S t o r m
2 3 S e n e c h a l
2 4 I o n a
2 5 O l i v e M a r y
2 6 T e s s a
2 7 D u s k y M a i d
2 8 S k i p j a c k
2 9 P e g g y
3 0 R o m i l d a
3 1 S y h i l o f W i v e n i i o e
3 2 R i c h a r d D a v e y

N o I r e n s
D o E t t l i n g
D o To C o o k
D o L o r d
H o R . P o u l t o n
S o W o o d
J o B o P o t
R . F r a n c i s
CoMo 'Wadd ing ton 445 26
P o W o C l e m e n t s
A o A . M u i r h e a d
M o D o M i l l a r
R o G o K i n g
J o B o G l e n n i e
T o N o M a c k e a n
Mo Phi Hips
C o M , J e f f e r s o n

5 2 o
2 2

7 2 o
64 2

9 2 o
1 0 2 o

1 1

3 1

8 1

4 47 37
4 50 47
4 54 40
5 = 0 4 4 4
5 12 34
5 16 18
5 17 12
5 29 43

VifoDoRichardson 5 36 4 9
D o J o W r i g h t
R o V o C r i c k
J o G o H o l m e s
D o J o C a d e
D o R o M c G i l v r a y
R o E o G r i f fi t h s
J o M o O r o s s
P o E o C o l l e y
P o A o C l a r k e
G o G o J a c k s o n
R . L o P i d d u c k
P o W o H i l l i e r
G . B o J u d d
J o H o R o h i n s o n

21 1

4 11 1

1 3 2 o
1 6 2

11 2
1 4 = 2 o

2 4 2

1 7 2 0

3 2 2
1 85 4 0 0 2

5 4 0 4 6
5 4 6 3 9
5 5 0 4 8
5 5 3 1 0
5 5 5 1 1
5 5 9 0 5
6 0 4 4 6
6 0 6 3 8
6 0 7 2 9
6 2 0 0 3
6 2 0 5 8
6 4 2 0 0

2 o1 9
1 4 = 1

12 5
2 0 2 0

2 7 2 o
2 8 2 o
2 6 2

2 o2 9
2 031
2 o3 0
12 1
12 3
11 9

6 4 4 0 3 12 2

^e_ t_ i red ( inc lud ing non-s ta r te rs5 boats no t fin ish ing v / i th in t ime
l i m i t e t C o )

V i m e l i a J a n e , A p p l e b e r r y, D r i e s , C h o u . g h , D a w d l e r,
F o a m , G o l d e n P l o v e r , H u c k l e b e r r y F i n n , I n g a ,
M a y fl y, M e r o p e I I , M i n a , M o w i , P l e i o n e , R e g a r d ,
S o m b r i a , S p r a y , Te r m i n i s t , T r a m m e l o

P R I Z E W I N N E R S

E l s i n o r e I I ,
K a t r i n e , M a i d M a r i o n ,

S a r a h T w o , S e a g u l l I I

, . P i s k i e
D r e v a

. „ D r e v a
„ o G a i v o t t a
o o S a a r i

M e l m o r e
„ o F a n n y o f C o ? / e s

F i r e fl y
S e a B r e e z e

o o Q u i v e r
P a j g u e r a

o o S a g a
0 „ G a i r l o c h

T h e t i s
„ „ M a r i s h k a
„ o T e a r a v / a y

T h e C h a n n e l C u p
T h e D e a d - E y e T r o p h y
T h e L e H a v r e P l a t e . 0

S e c o n d G l a s s I »
T h i r d C l a s s I
F o u r t h C l a s s I » »

T h e E i P i S w o r t h C l e a t » < ,
S e c o n d C l a s s I I o v e r 5 0 y e a r s , »
T h i r d C l a s s I I
F o u r t h C l a s s I I

T h e C h a n n e l P l a t e
S e c o n d C l a s s I I u n d e r 5 0 y o a r s
T h i r d C l a s s I I
F o u r t h C l a s s I I

T h e C o H o P a x t o n M e m o r i a l T r o p h y
L a g g a r d s L a d l e

o c o oo oO 9 o o

9 O< 1 OO O0 O

o oO 0

0 o0 o o o0 o e o

O 00 0 O 0 e o

o eo 0 e 90 o

o o

SfH H
o oo e

;?
o oo o

0 eO 0o oo o

0 o 0 o

u 5?i f
0 0 0 O

Sfn
o o0 0 O 9

D 0 0 0

0 o ,o co o
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t h e l a t e e n t r a n t s - h e m u s t h a v e w o r k e d a t s o m e t h i n g h e y o n d fl a t
o u t 5 h u t a l w a y s a p p e a r e d c o m p l e t e l y u n fl a p p a b l e . N o t s u r p r i s i n g l y s
C o l . E l l i o t t a n d t h e R . C . Y . C . t e a m w h o r a n t h e r a c e f o r u s w e r e
a w o n d e r f u l b o o s t t o m o r a l e . I g a t h e r t h e Y e o m a n o f S i g n a l s w a s

b o r r o w e d ” f o r t h e d a y f r o m t h e n e x t d o o r e s t a b l i s h m e n t .

T h e t r a d i t i o n a l p a r t y i n t h e e v e n i n g s e t a c o m p l e t e l y n e w
s t a n d a r d i n O . G . A . e v e n t s . O v e r 2 0 0 o v m e r s a n d c r e w p a r t o o k o f
a n e x c e l l e n t s u p p e r i n t v : o s i t t i n g s i n t h e s p a c i o u s d i n i n g r o o m .
O n e m e m b e r, u p h o l d i n g o u r E l d e r G a f f e r ' s d e s c r i p t i o n o f u s a s
p i r a t i c a l i n d i v i d u a l i s t s , o b e y e d t h e r e q u e s t t o d r e s s f o r d i n n e r
v i fi t h a t i e a n d a p p e a r e d i n a m a g n i fi c e n t w ^ h i t e t i e - w h i c h o n -
c l o s e r i n s p e c t i o n w a s r e v e a l e d a s a s a i l t i e * .

Mr, W. H. McMi l lan , Rear Commodore , we lcomed us to the Roya l
Cor in th ian Yach t C lub , say ing he hoped we w 'ou ld come aga in , and
M r s . M c M i l l a n p r e s e n t e d t h e p r i z e s . J o h n C l a r k e r e p l i e d o n
behalf of the Association, and presented Mrs. McMillan with a
small memento. (Do we have any teetotal members v/ho could fake
comprehensib le notes of these v/ i t ty speeches for me?) Al together,
t h e w h o l e d a y w r a s a v i / o n d e r f u l o c c a s i o n .

T h e n e x t d a y v ? a s n o t d e v o i d o f i n t e r e s t , a s g a f f e r a f t e r
gaffer s l ipped out o f Cov/es, set t ing sa i l as they v ;ent . The
e v e n t a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n a p o p u l a r o n e v / i t h r e s i d e n t s o f
C o w e s a n d t h e v i s i t o r s , a n d v a r i o u s c o m m e n ts s u c h a s ’ 'N o w t h a t ' s
w h a t r e a l y a c h t s u s e d t o b e l i k e

Piskie has changed hands since she last raced, and her new
O Y m e r, N i g e l I r e n s , w r a s i n h o s p i t a l f o r R a c e D a y, l i e r w r i n s h o u l d
b e a w o n d e r f u l t o n i c f o r h i m i ( i ’ l l b e t h e h a n g s o n t o h i s c r e w
now'. )Piskie and Paguerra have demonstrated at long last that
Fanny of Cowes can be beaten, but David Cook need feel no shame -
i t took acouple of real ly good boats to do i t , and Fanny managed
t o b e a t s e v e r a l o t h e r v / e l l k n o w n fl i e r s i n t h e i r o w n h o m e v ; a t e r s .
I t i s t o b e h o p e d t h a t t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h r e e b o a t s f r o m t h e E a s t
Coast (Fanny, Golden Plover and Katrine) in aSolent Race is a
record vdiich will be broken with each race we hold, and more
and mo re owne rs w i l l make t he passage t o t he o the r a rea .

t !

w e r e r e p o r t e d .

A n d n o w f o r a c o m p e t i t o r ’ s v i e w : -
r % SEPT _BY. AN liuST ANGLIANC '

In 1968, Fanny of Cowes entered this race, largely as the
result of Michael Millar’s sporting challenge, Michael having
sailed Quiver in the East Coast race. But it seem.ed last year
that the fa tes d id not mean Fanny to reach the Solent -a f ter
months of northerly winds the wind set in from the South West,
and at gale force at that. Fanny got as far as the Naze,

1969 was d i f f e ren t -w inds o f f o rce th ree
north '"/est conveniently veered North East as Fanny nosed into
tne Channel. An early start on Saturday ensured reaching
Folkestone before dark, and the trip was completed in two
easy stages -the next night being spent in Nevmaven.
on passage from Ipswich to Folly Inn, on the Medina, was hours,
-_with^a little help from the engine past Beachy Head, where the
wind died away for atime. Fanny was safely in Cov/es on Monday
n i g h t , a w a i t i n g S a t u r d a y w i t h g r e a t i n t e r e s t . H e r t i m e f o r t h e
tr ip compares with Quiver ’s 36 hours from Heybridge Basin to
Birdham Lock, but Quiver's tr ip was done in one hop, taking
foul tides as they came. On the Sunday and Monday, Fanny stayed
in ha rbou r un t i l t he t i des we re f a i r. Fanny ' s on l y unp leasan t
m o m e n t s ? / e r e o f f t h e N o r t h F o r e l a n d , w h e r e v / i n d a g a i n s t t i d e
put up avery unpleasant sea - i t had been blowing m.uch harder
f o r s e v e r a l d a y s p r e v i o u s l y a n d t h e s e a s h a d n o t y e t a b a t e d .

a n d f o u r f r o m t h e

m o r e

T o t a l t i m e

T h e i n t e r v e n i n g d a y s w e r e p l e a s a n t l y s p e n t - c h a t t i n
F r e d H i l l i e r , w h o w a s l o o k i n g o u t f o r F a n n y,
s a i l i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s a n d s u r v e y i n g t h e p o s s i b l e
s a i l i n g i n s t r u c t i o n s n a m e d 2 7 b u o y s ,

t or r
o

a n d i n s t u d y i n g t h e
: c o u r s e , T h

o f w h i c h c o m e v / o u l d b e
e
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n o n t h e d a y ' ' . I t w o u l d n e e d a c o m p u t e r t on a m e d a t 1 0 . 3 0 a . m .

c a l c u l a t e t h e p o s s i h i l i t i e s - h u t a t l e a s t p o s i t i o n s c o u l d h e
marked on the chart, and with Fred’s invaluable help they were.
S ince some o f the buoys a re rac ing marks pu t dovm by the c lubs
a n d n o t n a m e d o n A d m i r a l t y o r o t h e r p u b l i s h e d c h a r t s , w e d e c i d e d
w e h a d d e f u s e d t h e S o u t h e r n e n e m y ’ s s e c r e t w e a p o n - h o w l i t t l e
d i d w e k n o w ; t h e r e w e r e m o r e t o c o r n e l

O n F r i d a y e v e n i n g w e w e r e i n d e s p a i r. T h e r e h a d b e e n n o
w i n d a l l d a y , a n d 1
b e t t e r f o r t h e m o r r o w ; ,
Fanny had made the trip, only for the race to be abandoned.
However, next morning provided asteady North East breeze of
abou t fo rce one , f reshen ing a t t imes , and ag lo r ious c loud less
sky. We v /a i ted o f f the Roya l Cor in th ian l i ne fo r the pos t in
o f t h e C o d e L e t t e r s o f t h e s e l e c t e d b u o y s , a n d t h e d i r e c t i o n o f
the start. These instructions had been promised for 10.30_a.m.,
g iv ing sk ippers ha l f an hour to e l iminate 2k o f those mul t i tu¬
d i n o u s m a r k s .

e l o c a l f o r e c a s t d i d n o t p r o m i s e m u c h
I t c e r t a i n l y s e e m e d p r o b a b l e t h a t

0 A

o

At 9»30 a.m. let ters and ared flag appeared, and we
they are rea l ly on the ba l l and get t ing our

T h e r e d fl a g I n d i c a t e d a
s u r p i ’ i s i n g b e c a u s e i t w a s s o s t r o n

t h o u g h t " F i n e ,
i n s t r u c t i o n s a c r o s s g o o d a n d e a r l y ” ,
s t a r t a g a i n s t t h e t i d e
but an^nvay astart was made on putting names to the code

c r e w m e m b e r a s h o r e i n

r r

l e t t e r s .

Howevcjr, Fanny w/as lucky enough to have a
the Royal Corinthian, and when he came aboard at 9*45? he was^
in aposition to say "As you v;ere. That lot of instructions is
nothing to do with the Old Gaffers -acatamaran race is .start-

A n d s o i t p r o v e d . W h e n t h e R o y a li n g a n h o u r b e f o r e u s . ”
Corinthian say 10.30 a.m, they mean exactly 10.30 a.m
a m i n u t e s o o n e r
9 . 3 0 r a t h e r n a t u r a l l y b e g a n t o
o f t h e l i n e . T h e y w e r e n o t
10.30 acompletely different set of instructions was displayed -
anyone down tide of the line had avery difficult task 'tc>

T w o b o a t s w e i ' * e i n f a c t
- w h i l s t

a n d n o tQ 9

c o u r s e h o i s t e d a t
o n t h e w r o n g s i d e

S e v e r a l s k i p p e r s s e e i n g t h e
i " j i l l a r o u n d "

n e c e s s a r i l y b o u n d t o n o t i c e t h a t a t

r e - c r o s s b e f o r e 1 0 . 5 5 w i t h o u t m o t o r i n g ,
disqualified for motoring after the five minute gun
others (caught by this "secret weapon") gallantly set off in

t h e fl e e t a n h o u r ' s s t a r t . A n y w a y .
o f f w i t h o u t h i t t i n g u s .

p u r s u i t , h a v i n g g i v e n
secret weapon number two had gone

Ishould perhaps emphasise at this stage that all arrange
ments for the race were in the hands of the Royal Corinthian

t h a t t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s i s s u e d t o t h o O l d G a i i e r s
in use during Cowes V'/eek and through-

secret T;eapons" (there
Y a c h t C l u b , a n d
w e r e i d e n t i c a l w i t h t h o s e
o u t t h e w h o l e s e a s o n . M y r e f e r e n c e s t o
are more to come) are not meant to be taken seriously,_and can¬
not in any case be areflection on Southern .;irea^^officials. The
Royal Corinthian, apart from making their beautiful clubnou
available, had undertaken to run the race -atruly noble

s e

g e s t u r e „
T h i sAt 10.30 arr ived the "moment of t ruth '

proved to be quite asmall triangle, with adown tide start,
and two laps to be sailed. We knew that all times were uo be
taken after round one, in case the second lap was not compleoed.
All seemed very usual and sensible, except the position ox^tne
first mark. This proved to be aClub buoy (not shown on cnarts,
which did not worry Fanny) but positioned not in front of^us ac
rou^-hly ninety degrees to the line, but away on the opposite banx
in such aposition that the direction of the first leg was almost
an extension of the l ine itself. Ihave never in luy l i fe seen
such acourse. In effect, with the wind free, it reduced the
length of the line to the width of one boat at tne limit mark.
H o w e v e r, f a i r f o r o n e , f a i r f o r a l l .
N o . T h r e e ? )

- o u r c o u r s e .

( Q u e r y - S e c r e t v ; e a p o n

By starting late, Fanny ensured quite agood posit ionfor
the first leg - to windward of the ent i re fleet, but Piskie
made abetter. The majority of the huge heap that arrived^
r. few seconds later were destined to get in each other s^wind
fo r the who le o f t he fi rs t l eg , wh ich was ashor t one . j ^anny.

t h e r e

a
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up to wl i idv /ard wi th ac lear wind^ over took about th i r ty boats
w i t h i n a b o u t fi f t e e n m i n u t e s o f t h e s t a r t . - . J e a r r i v e d a t t h e
fi r s t m a r k , t h e ’ ’ T r u c k " , w i t h a b o u t fi v e b o a t s a h e a d o f u s a n d
L ( - 8 b e h i n d u s - t h o u g h s e v e r a l o f t h e m o r e p o w e r f u l b o a t s w e r e
d e s t i n e d t o c a t c h u s o n t h e n e x t l o g , a b e a t a g a i n s t t h e t i d e .

F r o m n o ¥ / o n " o u r " r a c e d e v e l o p e d i n t o a p r i v a t e d u e l w i t h
S a g a , v / h o s e p e r f o r m a n c e s e e m e d i d e n t i c a l | w i t h P i s k i e a b o u t
th ree minu tes ahead, and Dreva and Paguer ra showing us the way
r o u n d - a l l s u p e r b l y h a n d l e d .

T h e n e x t s e c r e t V i r e a p o n w a s a b e a u t y . B e a t i n g a g a i n s t a
f o u l t i d e , t h e e n t i r e fl e e t w a s h e a d i n g f o r s l a c k e r w a t e r o n
t h e M o n t h S h o r e , w h e n a f e w o f t h e b o a t s a h e a d p u t a b o u t o n a
shor t board in to the s ’wi f ter t ide. "Heavens, they must be madl"
W 3 . S o u r fi r s t r e a c t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y a s b e t t e r t a c t i c i a n s w e r e
h o l d i n g t h e i r c o u r s e . " B u t v / h a t a b o u t R e g u l a t i o n 1 7 ’ % s a i d
P e t e r C a t t o n - o n e o f t h e w i s e s t r e m a r k s h e v i / ' i l l e v e r m a k e ,
e v e n i f h e d o e s h a v e a l o n g l i f e . T h e w r i t e r , b e i n g t h e
c r e w m a n w h o fi r s t b o a r d e d F a n n y s h o r t l y b e f o r e t h e s t a r t , h a v i n g
g o n e d o w n b y r o a d , h a d n ’ t e v e n r e a d t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s . N o r , i t
s e e m e d , h a d m a n y o t h e r p e o p l e . R e g u l a t i o n N o . 1 7 d e a l t w i t h
S a f e t y ( I l f c ' ; i a c k e t s , fl a r e s a n d a l l t h a t s t u f f , I s u p p o s e , s k i p
i t I ) Bu t t h i s r e ^gu la t i on , w i t h t he ob jec t o f p ro tec t i ng r ac i ng
fl e e t s f r o m t h e b o w s o f t h e Q u e e n E l i z a b e t h a n d s i m i l a r m o n s t e r s ,
n a m e s a g r o u p o f b u o y s a s c o m p u l s o r y m a r k s i n a l l c o u r s e s , a n d
? / e f o u n d t h a t w e v / e r ' e r e q u i r e d t o p a s s W e s t B r a m b l e B u o y t o t h e
South East, As i f 27 were not enough to cope with, now this lot i
B u t f a i r e n o u g h - t h e p r e c a u t i o n i s s e n s i b l e - e v e n i f v / e d i d n o t
e x p e c t t o fi n d m a r k s i n t h e c o u r s e u n d e r t h e h e a d i n g o f S a f e t y
R e g u l a t i o n s , S a d l y v / e p u t a b o u t i n t o t h e s w i f t e s t o f t i e t i d e ,
a n d e v e n m o r e s a d l y h o i s t e d a p r o t e s t fl a g v / h i l s t n o t i n g t h e
n a m e s o f s e v e n n e a r b y c r a f t n o w r a p i d l y p u l l i n g a w a y f r o m u s
t o t h e s l a c k T / a t e r o f t h e N o r t h S h o r e , i n c l u d i n g G o l d e n P l o v e r ,
o n e o f t h e o t h e r E a s t C o a s t e n t r i e s . S h e w o u l d u n d o u b t e d l y h a v e
b e e n i n t h e p r i z e l i s t b u t f o r t h i s m i s h a p . A s I w a t c h e d a s t e r n
I r e c k o n e d t h a t f o r e v e r y b o a t t h a t p u t a b o u t t o s a i l t h e c o r r e c t
c o u r s e t h e r e ¥ ^ e r e t w o t h a t d i d n o t . T h e s e v / e r e s o f a r a s t e r n I
c o u l d n e i t h e r I d e n t i f y t h e b o a t s n o r b e c e r t a i n o f m y f a c t s . I
h a d a n e a g l e e y e f o r Q u i v e r - w e c o u l d n o t a l l o w h e r a n y l i b e r ¬
t i e s a t t h i s s t a g e - b u t o u r S i s t e r s h i p d u l y b e h a v e d h e r s e l f .

S o o n a f t e r t h i s d i s a p p o i n t i n g d e v e l o p e r n e n t c a m e t h e fi f t h
s e c r e t w e a p o n - t h e B r a m b l e s B a n k . N o t h i n g s e c r e t a b o u t t h a t ,
t he reade r may comment , a famous haza rd marked on the cha r t s as
d r y i n g o u t f o u r f e e t . M y k n o w l e d g e w a s l i m i t e d t o c r i c k e t m a t c h e s
p l a y e d t h e r e o n . I t w a s n o w l o w w a t e r - b u t n o t h i n g s h o w i n " .
B o a t s a h e a d s e e m e d t o b e s a i l i n g c l e a n o v e r t h e t o p w i t h i m p u n i t y
- - bu t a t t h i s s t age ? ;e t hough t ? /e had t he race v /on -P i sk i e was
a l a t e e n t r y a n d w e d i d n o t k n o w h e r r a t i n g . E v e r y t h i n g e l s e
a h e a d w a s t o o b i g t o V 7 i n a G a f f e r s r a c e i n l i g h t w i n d s ( o r s o
we thought). Cautiously we came about to clear the Banlc, and
t h e r e b y p o s s i b l y l o s t fi r s t p l a c e - s e c r e t v / e a p o n n u m b e r fi v e
h a d s c o r e d a h i t , a n d a v e r y f a i r o n e . A f t e r t h e r a c e t h e l o c a l s
c o m m e n t e d " b u t i t w a s n e a p s " . T h i s w e k n e v / - b u t c a n o n e s a i l
3 y f t . o f d r a u g h t o v e r a b a n k t h a t d r i e s o u t f o u r f e e t , e v e n a t
n e a p s ? 7 i d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n S p r i n g s a n d n e a p s - i n t h e S o l e n t
i t m i g h t b e t r i i e - I c a n b e l i e v e a n y t h i n g o f t i d a l b e h a v i o u r i n
t h e S o l e n t ’ .

A f t e r t h e B r a m b l e s , a s u p e r b t u s s l e w i t h S a g a f o r 1 y l a p s .
T h r e e q u a r t e r s o f t h e fi v e h o u r r a c e , b o t h o f u s h o t l y i n p u r ¬
s u i t o f P i s k i e . T h i s w a s fi n a l l y r e s o l v e d w h e n S a g a c r o s s e d t h e
fi n i s h i n g l i n e a f o ? / s e c o n d s a h e a d o f u s , w i t h P i s k i e
c o u p l e o f m i n u t e s a h e a d . W e h a d h o p e d t o b e a t S a g a t o i t , b y
v i r t u e o f F a n n y ’ s 1 2 f t . b o w s p r i t w h i c h w e h a d m a n a g e d t o p u s h
a h e a d o f h e r a t a b o u t ^ m i l e f r o m t h e fi n i s h . B u t S a g a s t o l e a
fev iT seconds somehov / , a l though Fanny on ly los t hono i i r (a t i ny
handicap d i f ference in her favour ensured our p lace) , i 'u id so
w e fi n i s h e d , f a i r l y c o n fi d e n t t h a t w e h a d a c h i e v e d o u r a i m o f
p u t t i n g t h e C h a n n e l C u p b e s i d e t h e E a s t C o a s t T r o p h y .

: = u s u a l
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e n t i t l e d t o t i m e f r o m
f r o n t a n y w a y „ P a g u e r r U j
l i g h t a i r s - w e d i d n o t t h i n k i t p o s s i b l e »
ten t ’W i t h t he Emswor th C lea t - amagn i ficen t t r ophy -a f t e r one
o f t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g r a c e s i n ? / h i c h I h a v e e v e r s a i l e d c

A s f a r a s a n y o n e i s a w a r e , t h i s i s t h e fi r s t t i m e i n t h e
97 years of Panry’s l i fe that she has been fair ly beaten by a
g a f f - r i g g e d b o a t i n a n y r a c e . A h o r r i d s h o c k f o r u s , d u e I
f e l t t h a t f o r o n c e w e w e r e u p a g a i n s t s k i p p e r s w h o k n e w a s m u c h
a b o u t r a c i n g a s t h e y d i d a b o u t s a i l i n g ,
f o r u s
m u c h w o r r i e d a b o u t r a c i n g t a c t i c s ,
t i o n e d d i d n o t m i s s a t r i c k - a n d n o r, I s u s p e c t , d i d D r e v a
a n d P a g u e r r a - t h o u g h w e w e r e t o o f a r b e h i n d t o b e a b l e t o s e e
a n d f u l l y a p p r e c i a t e t h e i r b o a t h a n d l i n g . T h e r e m u s t b e s e v e r a l
m o r e k e e n r a c i n g t y p e s i n t h e S o l e n t F l e e t .

Fanny has changed her plans for next season -we had thought
o f t h i s a s a " O n c e f o r a l l t i m e " e n t r y. T h e S o l e n t i s a l o n g
v r a y f r o m I p s w i c h , b u t F a n n y v / i l l b e b a c k f o r a n o t h e r t r y a t
t h a t e l u s i v e C h a n n e l C u p .

I h o p e t h a t e l s e w h e r e i n t h e n e w s l e t t e r s o m e o n e h a s d o n s
j u s t i c e t o t h e p a r t y a f t e r t h e r a c e - i t w a s t e r r i fi c .

P i s k i e , a b o a t n o b i g g e r t h a n F a n n y w a s
n u s , a n d h a d i n s u l t e d u s b y fi n i s h i n g i n

a " b i g b o a t " h a d s a v e d h e r t i m e i n
W e h a d t o b e c o n -

A n u n u s u a l e x p e r i e n c e
- w e t h o u g h t m o s t O l d G a f f e r s ? i ; e r e c r u i s i n g f o l k , n o t

B u t t h e b o a t s I h a v e m e n -

Panny’s return journey -off \yo go again for another sagal
S h e w ' e n t b y r o a d ,

fi v e t o t w o , a . n d N o r t h E a s t e r l y w i n d s p e r s i s t e d ,
d e - r i g g e d h e r i n t h e E m s w o r t h M a r i n a a n d l e f t h e r
o f A d m i r a l V i c k ' s w o n d e r f u l o r g a n i s a t i o n ,
a t l e a s t i s o w n e d b y a r e a l s a i l o r, n o t a p r o p e r t y d e v e l o p e r.
I n h i s t i m e t h e A d m i r a l h a s c r e w e d f o r C h a r l e s C u r r y o f O l y m p i c
f a m e .

N o . C i r c u m s t a n c e s r e d u c e d h e r c r e w f r o m
On Monday we
i n t h e c a r e

T h e E m s w o r t h M a r i n a

B u t t h a t i s n o t h i n g ! O n S a t u r d a y A d m i r a l V i c k h a d a i l e d
i n t h e O l d G a f f e r s R a c e ^ f o r r e a l l y i n t e l l i g e n t h e l p i n m a t t e r s
m a r i t i m e t h e E m s w o r t h M a r i n a s e e m s t o h a v e e v e r y t h i n g .

oo

I m u s t c o n c l u d e t h i s b a d l y v i r r i t t e n a c c o u n t o f a n a r r o v s ?
v i e w r p o i n t o f a g r a n d e v e n t w i t h o n e p a r a g r a p h o f r e a l l y s i n c e r e
t h a n k s a n d a p p r e c i a t i o n t o a l l t h e O f fi c e r s o f t h e S o u t h C o a s t ,
and the i r many he lpe rs , who d id so much to he lp Fanny and he r
c r e w w ^ i t h a l l t h e l i t t l e d e t a i l s o f v i s i t i n g a n a w a y p o r t ,
F r e d H i l l i e r a n d M i c h a e l M i l l a r w e r e t r u e g u i d e s , p h i l o s o p h e r s
a n d f r i e n d s , a n d d i d e v e r y t h i n g p o s s i b l e t o m a k e t h e v i s i t
p l e a s a n t . B u t e v e r y o n e w a s a s h e l p f u l a s t h e y c o u l d b e . F o r
E a s t C o a s t b o a t s t o c o m p e t e i n t h e S o l e n t e v e n t d o e s i n d e e d
i n v o l v e a l o t o f e f f o r t ; b u t i f i t c a n b e d o n e t h e e f f o r t i s
v / o r t h i t . W e w e r e r e l u c t a n t t o r e t u r n h o m . e , e s p e c i a l l y b y t r a i n !

T o m C o o k .

Af ter receiv ing the draf t o f Tom Cook 's account of the race,
I h a d a l e t t e r f r o m To m , f r o m w h i c h I f e e l t h e f o l l o w i n g e x t r a c t s
make c lear the fee l ings o f ma.ny peop le who v i re re present on race
d a y , a n d a c o m m e n t f o r E a s t C o a s t e n t r a n t s t o n o t e :

" I f e l t a b s o l u t e l y r o t t e n w h e n a l a r g e n u m b e r o f b o a t s
sai led the wrong course -one dreads the subsequent inquest.
T h i s w a s o f c o u r s e e n t i r e l y t h e s k i p p e r s ' f a u l t . B u t i n m y
o p i n i o n i t i s u s e l e s s t o t e l l p e o p l e ' y o u m u s t r e a d t h e i n s t r u c ¬
t ions ’ . They kno?/ th is . But i f one makes the po in t humorous ly

b e t t e r c h a n c e t h a t p e o p l e r e m e m b e ro r d r a m a t i c a l l y t h e r e i s
t h e s n a g n e x t y e a r - t h i s I ’ v e t r i e d t o d o . ,

f n

n . , A n o t h e r s k i p p e r w h o s a w t h i n g s f r o m f u r t h e r b a c k w a s
l obby ing fo r ' no race ' - he reckoned he saw 25 go wrong . I t o l d
h i m h e h a d n o g r o u n d s f o r h i s ' n o r a c e ' t h e o r y - h e s h o u l d s i m ¬
p l y h a v e n a m e d a s m a n y b o a t s a s h e c o u l d - h e s a i d t h e r e w e r e
too many! But he v/as very upset -up to the first marie he was
d o i n g v ; e l l i n a s m a l l b o a t - h e f e l t h e c o u l d h a v e b e e n r o b b e d .
B u t , o n c e a g a i n , i f a n y p e o p l e h a v e p r i z e s w h o s h o u l d n ’ t i t i s
t he f au l t o f t he sk i ppe^ rs who fa i l ed t o p ro tes t - as i n c r i c ke t
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you cannot have aman ’out ' ViTithout appealing to the umpire. No
o n e c a n c r i t i c i s e t h e c o m m i t t e e , i f n o o n e p r o t e s t e d . F a n n y
p r o t e s t e d - a n d h e r p r o t e s t w a s f a i r l y a n d c o r r e c t l y d i s p o s e d o f .

"I agree with you that Fanny's days of easy wins on the East
C o a s t m u s t h e n e a r i n g t h e i r e n d - a n d a g o o d t h i n g t o o . B u t
I d o n ' t t h i n k i t i s a m a t t e r o f n e w s t a y s a i l s . A s I ' v e t r i e d
t o s u g g e s t i t i s m o r e a m a t t e r o f k n o w i n g - s o m e t h i n g o f r a c i n g

e h a v e h i t h e r t o f o u n d t h a t o n t h e
e v e n t h e h r o a d r e a c h e s , e v e r y o n e i s h a p p y t o £ , i v e u s

t h e w i n d w a r d h e r t h - v / h e r e w e g e t a c l e a r w i n d . V e r y f e w o f o u r
E a s t C o a s t s k i p p e r s s e e m t o r e a l i s e t h a t i t i s h o p e l e s s J u s t t o
p o i n t a t t h e n e x t m a r k a n d h o p e , y o u g e t i n v o l v e d i n a h u g e h e a p
o f b o a t s i n d i s t u r b e d a i r a n d p r o g r e s s i s s l o v i f . I n t h e S o l e n t
A r e a S a g a n e v e r v i r i l l i n g l y g a v e u s a c l e a r w i n d - i f w e g o t i t
w e h a d t o fi g h t f o r i t
i s h o w i t s h o u l d b e , v / h e n r a c i n g . I g o t t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t w e
w e r e r a c i n g a g a i n s t fi v e b o a t s - n o n e o f ? / h o m v / e r e g o i n g t o g i v e
u s a p r e s e n t o f a n y t h i n g - t h i s i s o n e r e a s o n w h y I e n j o y e d t h e
r a c e s o m u c h - f o r m e i t m a k e s i t f a r m o r e i n t e r e s t i n g i f t h e
o p p o s i t i o n i s k n o w l e d g e a b l e . B u t I a g r e e t h a t t h e p r i m a r y
c o n c e r n o f O . G . A . i s g o o d f e l l o w s h i p b e t w e e n o w n e r s o f G a f f e r s -
t h e r a c e s a r e o n l y i n c i d e n t a l t o t h i s | u n l i k e a s a i l i n g c l u b
w h o s e ' r a i s o n - d ' e t r e ' i s t o o r g a n i z e r a c i n g . .

»

a s d i s t i n c t f r o m c r u i s i n g ,
r e a c h e s

t h e r e b y l o s i n g a l i t t l e t i m e - a n d t h i s

n

AN OPEN LETTER TO C L A S S 3

G e n t l e m e n ,

Vi^ i thout doubt, we al l had afine sai l on the day of the
Old Gaffers East Coast Race, but Ido not thinlo that any of us
f e l t t h a t w e w e r e t a k i n g p a r t i n a r a c e f o r C l a s s 3 »

O v e r t h e l a s t 3 y e a r s , t h e C l a s s 3 r e s u l t s h a v e b e e n a s

f o l l o w s ;

2 n d l o w e s t T H C F
L o w e s t T H C F
2 n d l o w e s t T H C F

1967 1 s t o v e r l i n e
1 s t o v e r l i n
1 s t o v e r l i n e

A n n i e L a u r i e
A n n i e L a u r i e
B o y M a r t i n

F r o m t h e s e r e s u l t s , i t s e e m s t o m e , a n d I h o p e t o y o u ,
t h a t t h e h a n d i c a p p i n g s y s t e m e m p l o y e d J u s t d o e s n o t w o r k f o r
ou r t ype o f boa t . I f we a re to keep the sp i r i t o f compe t i t i on ,
a n d t h e C l a s s , a l i v e ,
d i f f e r e n t s y s t e m o f h a n d i c a p ,
o f a F i r e b a l l , T H C F s a y . 7 5 o r l o v i r e r , s e t t i n g a f u l l y b a t t e n e d
s a i l w i t h v e r t i c a l g a f f , p l a n i n g h o m e i n k h o u r s , w i t h a c o r r e c ¬
t e d t i m e o f 3 h o u r s ' . )

1 9 6 8
1 9 6 9

I f e e l t h a t i t i s t i m e t h a t w e d e v i s e d a
(The mind boggles at the thought

A w a y h a s o c c u r r e d t o m e , t h a t m i g h t b e v / o r t h y o u r c o n ¬
s i d e r a t i o n .

T h e 1 9 6 9 w e a t h e r w a s , I t h i n k , p e r f e c t f o r C l a s s 3 j ^ ^ ^ - d s o
v e r y f a s t t i m e s w e r e r e t u r n e d b y a l l e n t r a n t s . I f t h e s e t i m e s
are taken as ayardst ick for each boat , and each boat 's actua l
t i m e i s d i v i d e d i n t o t h a t o f t h e f a s t e s t b o a t , t h e n a h a n d i c a p
figure can be ob ta ined fo r each boa t . Thus the resu l t o f fu tu re
races vi^ill be determined by the amount of improvement each boat
c a n m a k e , r e l a t i v e t o i t s 1 9 6 9 p e r f o r m a n c e .

There are snags, such as other boats entering the race, but
Iam sure that as long as we keep the nucleus of boats we hav
a t t h e m o m e n t , t h e s e d i f fi c u l t i e s c a n b e o v e r c o m e .

G

1 1 .t a b i c
u o t h e n e a r e s t

T o i l l u s t r a t e m y i d e a , i h a v e w o r k e d o u t t h e
a n d t a l c i n ' : fi n i s h i n g t i m e s

. " So n

u s i n 4 -● fi l . . " a r o 1 o
t e n t h o f a m i n u t e .

s ,

B y m u l t i p l y i n g f u t u r e a c t u a l t i m e s b y t h e h a n d i c a p f a c t o r ,
a m o r e r e a l i s t i c r e s u l t w i l l b e o b t a i n e d .

If you have any ideas on this subject, perhaps you would be
good enough to get in touch with me at the address below.
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I c a n a s s u r e y o u . t h a t t h i s l e t t e r i sO n e m o r e c o m m e n t ,
n o t t h e r e s u l t o f s o u r g r a p e s o n p a r t , h u t a g e n u i n e d e s i r e
t o s e e r e a l l y c o m p e t i t i v e r a c i n g i n G l a s s 3 »

t Ha.,ndic_apB o a t Time Qninso,)
3 4 1 . 1
3 4 2 . 7
3 9 0 . 9
4 0 6 . 2
4 1 0 . 1
4 7 5 . 7

1 , 0 0
0 , 9 9
0 . 8 9
0 . 8 4
0 . 8 3
0 . 7 3

B o y M a r t i n
S u r f
A n n i e L a u r i e
A p p l e h e r r y
M a r y o f M a l d o n
R e d R e d R o s e

C , R , W i l l i a m s o n ,
26 Downs Road,

M a l d o n ,
E s s e x ,

F O R S A L E

B u i l t 1 9 3 8 .E M E R A L D 2 9 ' x 8 , 5 ’ x 4 , 7 5 ' . A l b e r t S t r a n g e d e s i g n .
P i t c h ' P i n e o n o a k - f u l l l e n g t h p l a n k s , l a i d t e a k d e c k , t e a k
i n t e r i o r . T o p s a i l y a w l c u t t e r r i g .
E x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n t h r o u g h o u t , c r u i s e d e x t e n s i v e l y ,
f o r s e l l i n g - w a n t s l a r g e r b o a t ,
5 ' 1 1 ” h e a d r o o m .
Stuart 8auxiliary. . . i - , - ,
L, Roobottom, The Breakers, marine Drive, Rhos on bea, Colwyn Bay.
S A R A 1 8 ’ 6 ” X 6 ’ 3 " . C e n t r e b o a r d G u t t e r , S t u a r t Tu r n e r 4 h . p .
engine. Two jibs and topsail {new this year) in terylene.
Canvas mainsa i l . Runn ing r igg ing a l l te ry lene. New mast and

'boom; deck beams and deck (Trakmark covered). Pins hull, copper
fastened. Pram dinghy, £ 3 2 5 o . n . o .
J. W. Wright, 9Harriot Road, Barnet, Herts. Tel: Barnet 7090.

N i n e s a i l s i n i n v e n t o r y .
R e a s o n

A c c o m m o d a t i o n f o r f o u r .
G a l o r g a s c o o k e r , V / . C . , c h a r t t a b l e ,

S

\ 7 H E R E B E T U ( e x B i d d y ) 9 t o n c u t t e r . B u i t l H o w a r d o f M a l d o n
1 9 0 8 . 3 ^ ' x 2 8 ’ X 9 , 5 ’ X 5 . 1 ’ . H u l l p i n e o n o a k w i t h o a k

I r o n
6 h e a d s a i l s a n d

garboards and shear st rake. Teak coachroof and t r im,
k e e l p l u s i r o n p i g s . M a i n s a i l , r o l l e r r e f fi n g ;
t o p s a i l . 2 8 h . p . 4 c y l . L e y l a n d d i e s e l , 1 0 g a l s , f u e l t a n l i ,
e l e c t r i c s t a r t i n g , 3 b u n k s a n d 1 c o t , c a l o r g a s s t o v e . B a b y
■Blake. 35 lb. CQR on 30 fthms |chain; kedge and 50 ftlim Nelson

c o m p a s s ; fl a r e s e t c . , n e a r l y
Ly i n g W o o l v e r s t o n M a r i n a ,

E , Y o r k s h i r e .

E c h o s o u n d e r ; l i f e b u o y ;w a r p .
n e w c l i n k e r s t e m , d i n g h y ,
P, A u s t i n , 1 2 H u l l R o a d , C o t t i n g h a m ,

£ 1 , 5 0 0 .

I

d i a . m a s t i n t ? / i n s e t s o f 3 .6COIIARS for 8” dia, mast and 6 _ _ _ _
Each se t cons is ts o f aflanged r ing (approx . 4 ' ’ h igh) where

d e c k a n d 2 c l a m p o n c o l l a r s f o r g o o s e n e c k
1 1 w e l l g a l v a n i z e d ,

m a s t p a s s e s t h r o u g h
j i n r i t h r o a t h a l v a r d . J a l ^ k s n r e s p e c t i y e l y ,
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T A C K I N G A j N E i l S T C O A S T S M A C K

We h a d m a n a g e d t o g e t P o l l y o u t o f B r i g h t l i n g s e a C r o e k
w i t h o u t h i t t i n g t h e l a r g e a n d l u x u r i o u s m o t o r y a c h t m o o r e d
r i g h t a c r o s s t h e e n t r a n c e , t h o u g h w e d i d g i v e t h e m e n a b o a r d
a n a n x i o u s m o m e n t o r t w o , a n d v / e r e h e a t i n g o u r w a y d o w n t h e
C o l n e o D a v e , t h e a t h l e t i c t y p e , h a d c l i m b e d t h e m u s t t o e x a m i n e
t h e r i g g i n g , J a n e t w a s d o z i n g o n t h e d e c k , a n d t h e n e w o w n e r ,
J o h n , w a s b e l o w s h a v i n g , l e a v i n g m e a t t h e h e l m . I w a s f e e l i n g
q u i t e p l e a s e d w i t h m y p r o g r e s s w h e n f o r n o a p p a r e n t r e a s o n
P o l l y l u f f e d h e a d t o Y ' / l n d a n d s t o p p e d . I k n e w t h a t I o f t e n
t e n d e d t o p i n c h b o a t s w h e n b e a t i n g , b u t I v / a s s u r e I h a d n o t
b e e n t h a t c l o s e . H o w e v e r , I k n e w t h e c u r e , a n d i t w o r k e d ,
P o l l y g a t h e r e d s t e r n w a y a n d I l e t h e r p a y w e l l o f f , t h e n w h e n
t h e w i n d w a s a l m o s t a b e a m J a n e t a n d I h a u l e d i n t h e s h e e t s a n d
o f f w e w e n t a g a i n . B u t o n l y f o r a v e r y s h o r t w h i l e . W e w e r e
h a r d l y m o v i n g b e f o r e P o l l y c o m p l e t e l y i g n o r e d h e r h e l m , l u f f e d ,
a n d s t o p p e d . T h i s t i m e I t r i e d t h e o t h e r t a c k , w i t h e x a c t l y
t h e s a m e r e s u l t s . M y t h i r d t r y b r o u g h t t h e p r o u d o w n e r o n d e c k
to see vfhat the I t h o u g h t I v / a s d o i n g . A f t e r t e l l i n g h i m
w h a t I t h o u g h t o f a b o a t t h a t d i d s u c h p e c u l i a r t h i n g s , I l e t
h i m t a k e t h e h e l m a n d s h o \ i m e t h e c o r r e c t w a y t o h a n d l e a s m a c k .
D a v e h a d b y n o ' w j o i n e d u s o n d e c k , a n d t h r e e o f u s s t o o d a n d
v / a t c h e d J o h n a s h o a l l o w e d P o l l y t o g a t h e r s t e r n w a y , t u r n i n
h e r u n t i l t h e w i n d ¥ / a s a b e a m , t h e n o r d e r i n g u s t o p u l l i n t h e
s h e e t s , a n d a s v / e g a t h e r e d w a y , t u r n i n g t o m e t o p o i n t o u t t h a t
t h a t w a s t h e w a y t o g o t a s m a c k s a i l i n g , a n d a n y o t h e r t i m e I
w a n t e d l e s s o n s t o g o t o h i m . B e f o r e h e h a d fi n i s h e d t a l k i n g
t h o u g h , P o l l y h a d l u f f e d a n d w a s l y i n g n e a r l y h e a d t o v i r i n d
a g a i n . J o h n t r i e d t w i c e m o r e w i t h n o b e t t e r l u c k , t h e n a s k e d
m e i f I c o i i l d t h i n k o f a n y r e a s o n f o r s u c h b e h a v i o u r . I v / a s
h a r d l y i n a t h i n k i n g m o o d - i t w a s a g l o r i o u s d a y t o b e s t u c k
o u t i n t h e m i d d l e o f t h e C o l n e , a n d w h e n w e g o t f e d u p o u r d i n g h y
w a s l y i n g a s t e r n , a n d i t w a s n o t t o o f a r f o r D a v e t o r o w m e b a c k
t o o u r b o a t i n t h e C r e e k . D a v e w a s n e w t o s a i l i n g s o d i d n o t
v i f o r r y a b o \ i t t h e p r o b l e m , b u t ? ; a n d e r e d r o u n d t h e b o a t e x a m i n i n g
a l l t h e r i g g i n g . H o w e v e r , i n h i s e x p l o r a t i o n s h e f o u n d t h e a n s w e r
t o t h o q u e s t i o n w h e n h e a s k e d J o h n w h e r e t h e a n c h o r s t o w e d . I
s t i l l w i s h I h a d h a d a c a m e r a w i t h m e t o r e c o r d t h e e x x - i r e s s i o n
o n J o h n ’ s f a c e w h e n h e l o o k e d o v e r t h e b u l ? / a r k s a n d s a w t h e a n c h o r
w a s d O ¥ ; n , O n e l o o k a t t h e p a w l m i U d e m e w o n d e r h o w e v e r t h e t h i n
h a d s t a y e d u p l o n g e n o u g h f o r u s t o g e t s o f a r o u t , b u t I h a v e
never understood how al l the chain sl id over without any of us
b e i n g a w a r e o f i t s g o i n g .
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P u b l i s h e d b y t h e O l d G a f f e r s A s s o c i a t i o n

7 0 b P a m b r i d g e R o a d , M a l d o n , E s s e x .
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