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QLD GAFFERS /Î SSOCIATION
N@'/3LETTER No . 1969 /5

a v / e l c o m e t o t h e f o l l o w i n g n e w m e m b e r sF i r s t 5
4

A „ A u s t i n , 1 0 L y e V a l l e y , H e a d i n g t o n , O x f o r d .●F

' ' $ A q u i l a
Ao L . B rooks , 83 Read ing Road , Wood ley, Be rks .

C i t a r a
G o H a r k e r , P o s t H o u s e , A b b e r t o n , C o l c h e s t e r , E s s e x .

I r i s

M . K e n n e l l , M e h a l a h , C o a s t R o a d , W e s t M e r s e a , C o l c h e s t e r ,
H y a c i n t h

A . M c D o w e l l , 1 9 R o s e H i l l , H a r r i n g t o n , W o r k i n g t o n , C u m b e r l a n d .

M r s .
E s s e x .

M i s s P. J . P a t e r s o n , 9 6 K i n g s t o n R o a d , O x f o r d .

M . G . P r i c e , 1 8 1 A l t o n S t r e e t , C r e w e , C h e s h i r e .
P e g g y

R . W o o l e r , 3 1 5 W e s t E n d R o a d , S o u t h R u i s l i n , M i d d l e s e x .
G l a d y s

A N H U A L G E N E R A L M E E T I N G w i l l b e h e l d a t t h e C r u i s i n g A s s o c i a ¬
t i o n R o o m s , C h i l t e r n C o u r t , B a k e r S t r e e t , L o n d o n N . W . 1 a t
7 . 0 p . m . f o r 7 . 3 0 p . m . o n S a t u r d a y , J a n u a r y 1 7 t h „ A l t h o u g h
th is is pr imar i ly asocial event, we regret that there wi l l
also be abrief business meeting. Afilm of the 1969 East
C o a s t R a c e a n d o f a n O c e a n Y o u t h C l u b c r u i s e o n t h e P i l o t
C u t t e r T h e o d o r a w i l l b e s h o w n . P l e a s e c o m . e a l o n g t o m e e t
other members, and br ing any films or s l ides vifith you. 8mm
a n d 1 6 m m p r o j e c t o r s v / i l l b e a v a i l a b l
s n a c k s .

L i c e n s e d b a r n dU 0

A n o t h e r y e a r n e a r l y g o n e , s o I w o u l d l i k e t o t a k e t h i s
o p p o r t u n i t y o f w i s h i n g a l l m e m b e r s a n d t h e i r c r e w s a v e r y
h a p p y C h r i s t m a s a n d t h e b e s t o f s a i l i n g i n 1 9 7 0 . J . A . S .

J u l y 2 5 t h | S o l e n t , S a t . , S e p t . 1 2 t h .1 9 7 0 R A C E D A T E S E . C . S a t . ,

W o u l d a n y m e m b e r s i n t e r e s t e d i n j o i n i n g i n a n i n f o r m a l
d i n n e r a t a g o o d W e s t E n d r e s t a u r a n t o n e F r i d a y o r S a t u r d a y
e v e n i n g p l e a s e l e t m e k n o w s o I c a n g e t s o m e t h i n g a r r a n g e d ,

j●A. S .

Mr, S . G , B i shop o f W indward Sa i l s , 9U-98 Grange Road ,
Essex is k indly offer ing 7^% discount to O.G.A.

T h e b e s t a d v e r t i s e -

S A I L S
L e i g h - o n - S e a ,
members order ing new sai ls (Terylene only),
m e n t f o r t h e fi r m i s t h a t M r . B i s h o p ' s b o a t B e t t y I I i s a c o n ¬
s i s t e n t p r i z e w i n n e r i n o u r E a s t C o a s t R a c e .

U - b e r t h s .
A n c h o r w i n c h .

N e v / j i b . F u l l h e a d r o o m . 2 c o m p a s s e s . M a r i n a
£ 5 0 0 .

FOR SALE Jean II. 27 5 t o n g a f f c u t t e r . P i n e o n o a k .
S e a t o i l e t . C Q R a n d fi s h e r m a n a n c h o r s , g o o d c h a i n .
A l l n e w r i g g i n
m o o r i n g . R e g i s t e r e d .
K . W e e k s , c / o B e l l H o t e l , L e i g h - o n - S e a , E s s e x .

r r

' N E L L I E 2 7 ' g a f f c u t t e r . U b e r t h s . S t u a r t 8 h . p . N e w t e r y l e n e
' s a i r a r S e p a r a t e t o i l e t , c o o k e r , f u l l e l e c t r i c s , c o m p a s s , e c h o
sounder, boat and engine overhauled 1968. £ 1 0 5 0 .
D. Boele, 11 Nutberry Ave., Grays, Essex." Grays Thurrock U247.
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EASTER ACROSS THE THAMES,;. _1.9.6g

I n t h e l a s t g l i m m e r o f d a y l i g h t o n T h u r s d a y n i g h t y I
c a r r i e d i n y g e a r o u t o v e r t h e m u d t o " S h o a l W a t e r s " a n d g o t a
l i t t l e s l e e p a s I v / a i t e d f o r t h e t i d e . T h e 0 2 0 0 f o r e c a s t g a v e
N o r t h E a s t f o r c e 2 a n d I d e c i d e d t o a i m f o r t h e M e d w a y a n d C o n y e r
C r e e k , I c o u l d h e a r t h e m o t o r s o f a c o u p l e o f h a r g e s t h a t w e r e m a k i n g
t h e i r w a y d o w n C o l l i e r s R e a c h o v e r t h e l a s t o f t h e fl o o d . A t
0 2 0 5 I l e t g o o f t h e m o o r i n g a n d s a i l e d o f f i n t o b r i l l i a n t m o o n ¬
l ight, By OilOO Iwas passing Bradwell Pov/er Station and at 0600
Y ' f a B i n t h e S p i t w a y a s a w a r m s u n c a m e s t r a i g h t u p o u t o f t h e s e a
t o v / a r m m y f r o z e n l i m b s . T e a u p a n d t h e n I s e t t l e d d o v / n t o p a s s
t h e W h i t a k e r B e a c o n a t 0 6 U 0 h o u r s a n d o n u p t h e S w i n , I w a s
m a k i n g fi n e p r o g r e s s ; t h e v / i n d w a s l i g h t , t h e s e a b l u e a n d s m o o t h
s o I d e c i d e d t o g o t h r o u g h t h e B a r r o v i r S w a t c h , r o u n d t h e M i d B a r r o v /
L i g h t V e s s e l a n d t h e n a c r o s s t h e s a n d s t o g e t s o m e c o l o u r s l i d e s
o f t h e K n o c k J o h n T o v i r e r , I t w a s s t i l l o n l y 0 8 4 0 a t t h e t o w e r ,
s o I w e n t r o u n d t h e N o r t h E a s t S h i n g l e s a t 0 9 3 0 h o u r s a n d t h r o u g h
t h e E d i n b u r g h C h a n n e l ,

T h e v / i n d v / a s i n c r e a s i n g n o w a n d I p u l l e d d o v m a r e e f o f f
N u m b e r 4 E d i n b u r g h j u s t f o r c o m f o r t . T h e S o u t h E a s t S h i n g l e s
p a s s e d t w o c a b l e s t o p o r t , t h e To n g u : _ To w e r w a s j u s t v i s i b l e
t h r o u g h t h e l i g h t h a z e a s I t u r n e d a c r o s s t h e T o n : u e S a n d f o r a
g l o r i o u s r u n i n t o t h e S w a l e , O f f l i a r t y f e r r y t h e w i n d c a m e u p
v e r y s t r o n g l y I n d e e d a n d I p u l l e d d o w n t h e s e c o n d r e e f f o r t h e
l a s t r u s h t o C o n y e r C r e e k , w h i c h I e n t e r e d a t 1 4 " 1 5 < . I f o u n d i t
a d e l i g h t f u l s p o t a n d a f t e r a n c h o r i n g f o r a m e a l , s a i l e d u p a n d
d o w n a m o n g t h e c r a f t u n t i l t h e t i d e h a d d r o p p e d e n o u g h f o r m e
t o r u n u p o n t h e m u d fl a t s s o u t h o f t h e f a m o u s b r i c k w o r k s c h i m ¬
n e y, A f t e r a w a l k a s h o r e t h e 1 8 0 0 f o r e c a s t g a v e N o r t h E a s t 4 - 6
a n d I b e d d e d d o v / n t o c a t c h u p o n s l e e p .

I l e f t o n S a t - u r d a y a t O 3 O O h o u r s a n d h a d a h a r d b e a t o u t o f
t h e c r e e k . I n v i e w o f t h e r o u g h s e a o u t i n t h e e s t u a r y I d e c i d e d
t o g o w e s t e r l y a n d m o o r e d a t 0 4 1 5 o f f E l m l y I s l a n d w h e r e t h e t i d e
w a s e b b i n g e a s t w a r d . B y t h e t i m e I l e f t a t 0 5 4 5 ? t h e t i d e w a s
e b b i n g w e s t w a r d i n t o t h e M e d w a y a n d w h a t w a s m o r e i m p o r t a n t ,
t h e r e w a s n o w r o o m f o r m e t o s a i l u n d e r K i n g s f e r r y B r i d g e v / i t h
m y m a s t u p . B y 0 7 0 0 I w a s i n t h e M e d w a y a n d 4 5 m i n u t e s l a t e r I
r a n a g r o u n d i n a l i t t l e c r e e k s o u t h o f C h a l fl e e t C r e e k a s t h e
t r i c k l e o f w a t e r I w a s f o l l o w i n g d i e d o u t c o m p l e t e l y . W h e n t h e
t i d e r e t u r n e d I w o r k e d m y \ / a y a c r o s s t h e m u d fl a t s w e s t w a r d
b a c k i n t o t h e r i v e r . T h e w i n d w a s s o s t r o n g b y t h i s t i m e t h a t
I r i g g e d m y s t o r m t r y s a i l a n d h a d a h e c t i c s a i l t o t h e M e d w a y
Y a c h t C l u b a t a b o u t n o o n . H e r e I l e a r n e d t h a t o n e o f t h e i r
c r a f t , a T 2 4 ? h a d b r o k e n u p o n t h e F o u l n e s s S a n d s t h e p r e v i o u s
d a y .

i

t

B y t h i s t i m e i t w a s b l o v / i n g g r e a t g u n s a s I t o o k t h e l a s t
o f t h e fl o o d t o R o c h e s t e r a n d c a m e b a c k a s f a r a s C h a t h a m t o
m o o r f o r t h e a f t e r n o o n . L a t e r o n I b e a t d o w n a s f a r a s I t o o
F o r t a n d w e n t o n t h e m u d , m o v i n g i n c l o s e u n d e r t h e m u d fl a t s o n
t h e e a s t e r n s h o r e a t M i d n i g h t , B y t h i s t i m e t h e g a l e w a r n i n g
w a s o u t f o r T h a m e s b u t I l a t e r r e a l i s e d t h a t i n t h i s a r e a t h e
D o v e r f o r e c a s t i s t h e o n e t o w a t c h f o r ,

S u n d a y d a w n e d c o l d a n d o v e r c a s t , I l a i d i n r a y s a c k u n t i l
0 6 3 0 , t h e l a t e s t I h a v e l a i d a t E a s t e r f o r t w o y e a r s , a n d l e f t
a t 0 6 5 0 f o r a h a r d b e a t t o S t a n s g a t e G r e e k a t O 8 3 O w h e r e I
m o o r e d f o r b r e a k f a s t . B y t h i s t i m e I w a s a r c c i o u s t o p h o n e r a y
w i f e a n d d e c i d e d t o g o i n t o H a l s t o v / C r e e k . T h i s w a s a d a m n e d
s i l l y m i s t a k e . I t w a s c a l m e n o u g h o n t h e fi r s t o f t h e fl o o d
b u t i n t h e f e w m i n u t e s t h a t I s p e n t a s h o r e m a k i n g a b r i e f
p h o n e c a l l , t h e r i s i n g w a t e r s t o o k o n a v / i c k e d l o o k , I r e a l ¬
i s e d t h a t I v / a s o n a d e a d l e e s h o r e a n d t h a t t h i n g s w e r e g o i n g
t o g e t w o r s e a s t h e s a l t i n g s u n c o v e r e d o v e r t o w a r d s t h e m a i n
r i v e r . M y fi r s t a t t e m p t t o g e t a w a y f a i l e d a n d I w a s d r i v e n
b a c k i n t o t h e w h a r f a g a i n s t W e n d y M a r y, a n o l d g a f f e r a n d t h e n
o v e r o n t o t h e r u i n e d w a l l t h e o t h e r s i d e . S h e d r o v e h a r d a g a i n s t
t h e b o l t s a n d b r o k e n p l a n l c s a n d I w a s a l m o s t e x h a u s t e d h o l d i n g
h e r o f f w h e n t h e c r e v / o f t h e . ' . t a l a n t a " Tr i o " c a m e a n d t o o k a
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l i n e f o r m e t o a n o l d b a r g e t o w i n d w a r d f r o m w h e r e I s a i l e d
o f f sa fe l y a f te r recover ing my s t reng th and nerves . (Shoa l
W a t e r s i s a F a i r y M a r i n e h u l l s o i t w a s a p p r o p r i a t e f o r t h e
A t a l a n t a t o h e l p h e r l i t t l e s i s t e r . )

I a n c h o r e d f o r l u n c h i n t h e l e e o f t h e s a l t i n g s a n d t h e n
A f t e r w a i t i n g a t S h e e r n e s sw o r k e d m y w a y o u t i n t o t h e r i v e r ,

f o r t h e e v e n i n g f o r e c a s t , I s e t o f f a c r o s s t h e T h a m e s t o a n c h o r
f o r t h e n i g h t a t d u s k i n t h e K n o c k a t 2 0 3 0 h o u r s ,
s t r a n g e s a i l , c l o s e h a u l e d o n t h e p o r t t a c k w i t h
c o m i n g i n f r o m t h e S o u t h E a s t .

I t v / a s a

h e a v y s w e l la .

9

O n M o n d a y I g o t a v r a y a t 0 4 0 0 h o u r s a n d h a d t o r i g f u l l s a i l
f o r t h e r e w a s v e r y l i t t l e v / i n d . A m i s t y s a i l i n t o t h e B a r r o w
a n d o n l y j u s t e n o u g h ¥ / i n d t o g e t m e i n t o M a l d o n a t H i g h W a t e r ,
a c o m p l e t e c o n t r a s t t o t h e r e s t o f t h e t r i p . I n f a c t I w a s
h e d g e d o f f t h e B a r r o w s w a t c h f o r n e a r l y a n h o u r b e f o r e t h e
- E a s t e r l y b r e e z e c a m e i n t o s a v e t h e d a y .

T h e t o t a l d i s t a n c e c o v e r e d v r a s 1 3 5 m i l e s , 4 0 m i l e s l e s s
t h a n E a s t e r l a s t y e a r , b u t i n v i e ? / o f t h e h i g h w i n d s , n o t a
b a d p e r f o r m a n c e . N o e n g i n e i s u s e d , n o o a r s o r p a d d l e s a r e
c a r r i e d .

C h a r l e s S t o c k .

A U R O R A

I fi r s t s a w " A u r o r a ' ' i n m ^ ^ c l u b y a r d , u p o n p r o p s , l o o k ¬
i n g v e r y f o r l o r n , a n d m u c h o u t o f h e r e l e m e n t o n a h o t J u l y
day, f ou r yea rs ago , w i th a " fo r sa le " no t i ce on he r bowspr i t .

H a v i n g r e a l i s e d t h a t a n n o d o m i n i w a s c a t c h i n g u p o n m e ,
c c e p t i t g r a c e f u l l j / , a n d

d i n g h y r a c i n g w a s c o n c e r n e d , a n d l o o k
I h a d , a t t h e a g e o f 6 0 , d e c i d e d t o
call it aday as far as ' _ ,
f o r someth ing a l i t t l e more s tab le to po t te r a r “ound in .

C l

S h e i st i o i s c o l o s s a l ,
- r e p e a t e i g h t f e e t ,

3 " a c r o s s h e r t r a n s o m .
? e r y p r o m i s e o f g o o d s t a b i l i t y , a n d

w h i c h

A u r o r a ’ s " b e a m t o l e n g t h r
16 ' 6" long overa l l w i th abeam of 8
and on l y t ape r i ng s l i gh t l y a f t t o 7 ’
T h i s m e a s u r e m e n t s h o w e d
I v / a s m o s t c e r t a i n l y i n t r i g u e d ? / i t i i h e r t r a d i t i o n a l r i g
inc luded e lm b locks , fi fe ra i l , and b ronze be lay ing p ins , and
g a f f s a i l p l a n , a n d a c h e e k y l i t t l e b o w s p r i t .

U ' I
c t

i n sp i te o f many cr i t i c isms f rom c lub
A n d n o t k n o w i n g m ; s / s e l f v / h a t a

S o I b o u g h t h e r ,
" e x p e r t s ' " a n d " k n o v / a l l s " ,
w o n d e r f u l l i t t l e c r a f t s h e w a s t o t u r n o u t t o b e .

In te rna l l y, she was in ashock ing cond i t i on , hav ing more
colours than an ice cream par lour -green, ye l lo \? , b lue, and a
horr ib le s ickly orange-cum-red, presumed to represent mahogany.
It was ashame for arjy boat to be so abused. No two floorboar ’ds
were alike, and 400 lb. of rusty iron ballast was strapped
along the centre plate casing. As this ?/as all superficial,
Iwas not put off by it, as all these points could be put right.

Idecided to put her in "as she ?/as", and wi th the very
a n d m u c h a p p r e c i a t e d a d v i c e a n d a s s i s t a n c e o f E d .

s r i g g e d a n d l a u n c h e d .
W i l l s ,a b l e ,

o u r i m r d f o r e m a n , " A u r o r a \ v a

My heart stopped, and my stomach turned over. Water_poured
in everywl iere. Al l k inds of thoughts passed through my mind.
I s h o u l d h a v e l i s t e n e d t o t h o s e w h o c r i t i c i s e d m y p u r c h a s e -

v i s i o n s o f , r e - c a u l k i n g , i f n o t
I f r a n t i c a l l y p u m p e d w i t h
t o k e e p p a c e w i t h t h e

I ’ d t h r o v / n £ 1 8 5 d o ? m t h e d r a i n ,
r e - p l a n k i n g p a s s e d t h r o u g h m i n d
an inadequate bi lge pump in an effort
i n r u s h o f ? / a t e r .

c i o

s e t t i n g u p a v e r y n a s t y l o p v / h e r e
s e a - s i c k ,

T h e w i n d h a d f r e s h e n e d ,
I lay, t ied up to the c lub jet ty, and Iwas eventual ly
a n d f e e l i n g v e r y m u c h u n d e r t h e w e a t h e r.
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E v e n t u a l l y t h e t i d e w a s s t e m m e d j u n t i l s h e r e q u i r e d p u m p ¬

i n g o u t e v e r y h o u r , t h e n e v e r y t w o , u n t i l l a t e e v e n i n g w h e n s h e
? ; a s t o w e d o u t t o h e r m o o r i n g , w h e r e I l e f t h e r w i t h m u c h m i s ¬
g i v i n g , a n d ¥ / e n t h o n e f o r a v i r e l l e a r n e d r e s t .

U p o n r e t u r n i n g , v e r y e a r l y n e x t m o r n i n g , I v / a s a g r e e a b l y
s u r p r i s e d t o fi n d " A u r o r a " s w i n g i n g h a p p i l y o n h e r m o o r i n g ,
l i t t l e l o w i n t h e ¥ / a t e r , h u t v e r y m u c h a fl o a t .

F e e l i n g l i k e a s c h o o l h o y w i t h h i s fi r s t b i c y c l e , I p u m p e d
h e r o u t a n d p r o c e e d e d t o r i g , fi n d i n g t h e g a f f r i g s o m e w ^ h a t
c u m b e r s o m e v / i t h a l l t h e " k n i t t i n g " i n v o l v e d ,

I ’ w a s v e r y a p p r e h e n s i v e o f " A u r o r a " ' s b e h a v i o u r , a s I h a d
b e e n \ m r n e d b y t h e " e x p e r t s " t h a t w i t h 2 0 0 s q , f t , m a i n s a i l s h e
w o u l d b e u n m a n a g e a b l e o n a r u n , w o u l d h a v e h e a v y w e a t h e r h e l m ,
a n d w o u l d n o t g o t o w ' i n d v i r a r d , a n d t h a t s h e w o u l d b e h a v e i n
g e n e r a l l i k e a " w i n k l e b a r g e " .

W i t h a fi n a l c h e c k o n r i g g i n g , I b a c k e d o f f j i b , d r o p p e d
m o o r i n g , a n d s l i p p e d t h r o u g h a n c h o r e d b o a t s , h e a d e d i n t o c h a n n e l
a n d s h e e t e d i n t h e m a i n . W i n d S o u t h \ / e s t 3 - 4 »

A u r o r a " l i t e r a l l y " t o o k o f f " . S h e p u t h e r n o s e d o w n , p i c k e d
u p h e r s k i r t s a n d s t a r t e d g o i n g p l a c e s - f a s t , w i t h a \ r e r y s s t o n -
i s h e d " Yo u r s t r u l y " o n t h e h e l m w o n d e r i n g v / h a t h a d h a p p e n e d , I
had expected, with aboat 16' 6" long and 8’ beam, to be plonl?;ing
a l o n g a t a b o u t 2 k n o t s fl a t o u t , I s h a l l n e v e r f o r g e t t h e l o o k
o f a s t o n i s h m e n t o n t h e f a c e o f t h e h e l m s m a n o f a n " A l a c r i t y " a s
I s a i l e d t h r o u g h h i s l e e - j u s t o f f t h e v / i n d . S o m e w i n l c l e -
s o m e b a r g e - a n A l a c r i t y d o e s n o t h a n g a b o u t * . I !

I f o u n d " A u r o r a
t o t h e c r i t i c s
p o i n t s o f s a i l i n g ,
i s a s i t s h o u l d b e .
t o w i n d w a r d v / i t h a f r e e t i l l e r ,
ing up warps, preparing anchor or warps for mooring etc,, even
b r e w i n g u p a c u p p a ,

I h a v e n e v e r s a i l e d a b o a t l i k e h e r, a n d f e l t v e r y h a p p y
Indeed tha t my fi rs t impress ion had p roved r igh t , and the c r i t i cs
con founded . The on l y d i f f e rence be ing the t e r r i fic t u rn o f speed
w i t h c o m p l e t e s t a b i l i t y , a n d v e r y l i t t l e h e e l w i t h f u l l s a i l i n
v / i n d f o r c e 3 - 4 ,

After amost enjoyable day Imade for home, and it was no?/
that the advantages of gaff rig made themselves apparent, Ihad

t h e p e a k ? / o u l d k i l l t h e
a n d h a d m a d e o n e o r t w o p r a c t i c e p i c k - u p s t o f a m i l i a r ¬

i s e m y s e l f ? / i t h t h e a m o u n t o f w a y l e f t o n a f t e r k i l l i n g s a i l , I
f o u n d t h a t I c o u l d l i t e r a l l y s a i l o n t o m o o r i n g a n d
b r a k e s o n * ' b y d r o p p i n
? / i t h f u r l i n g g e a r .

So Ifinished the season with "Aurora" as she ’ / /as, having
d e c i d e d o n h e r r e - fi t p r o g r a m m e f o r t h e w i n t e r ,

Ino?/ found that "Aurora" ?/as actual ly an authent ic copy
of the American "Cat-boat" of the ' I830*s, but had been sloop
r i g g e d i n s t e a d o f u n i - r i g g e d a s w e r e h e r f o r e b e a r s . S h e I n a d
been built in 1955 by R, W, Clark of Cov/es for the 1956 Boat
S h o ? / , H e r b u i l d e r s v o l u n t e e r e d t h e i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t s h e w a s
b u i l t i n H o n d u r a s M a h o g a n y o n O a k , a n d t h a t I w o u l d fi n d i t
w o r t h w h i l e t o r e m o v e t h e l a r g e a m o u n t o f p a i n t t h a t s h e h a d
b e e n p l a s t e r e d ? / i t h a l l h e r l i f e .

N o w c a m e t h e s e r i o u s b u s i n e s s o f r e s t o r a t i o n , a n d t h i s
h a s t a k e n t w o w i n t e r s . A l l fl o o r b o a r d s w e r e r e m o v e d , t h e
s o u n d a n d u n i f o r m o n e s b e i n g r e t a i n e d , a n d n e w b o a r d s m a d e t o
m a t c h . E v e r y s q u a r e i n c h o f t h e i n s i d e h u l l w a s s c r a p e d d o w n
t o t h e v / o o d , p a i n t e d v / i t h C u p r i n o l , f o l l o v / e d b y t w o c o a t s
m e t a l l i c p r i m e r . T h e o u t s i d e o f t h e h u l l w a s b u r n t o f f a n d
p a i n t e d t w o c o a t s p r i m e r .

a

♦

H a p o s i t i v e d e l i g h t t o h e l m , a n d , c o n t r a r y
f o r e c a s t , p e r f e c t l y b a l a n c e d o n t h e h e l m o n a l l

? / i t h a v e r y s l i g h t b i a s t o w e a t h e r , w h i c h
i t h c o r r e c t l y t r i m m e d s h e e t s s h e w i l l s a i l

e n a b l i n g m e t o m o v e a b o u t , m a k -

k ’ l r

p r e v i o u s l y fi g u r e d o u t t h a t d r o p p i n
m a i n s a i l ,

p u t t h e
t h e p e a k , t h e j i b b e i n g a l r e a d y f u r l e do *

e>
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T h e n c a m e t h e d e l i c a t e t a s k o f r e s t o r i n g t h e m a h o g a n y
b r i g h t Y / o r k . N o r m a l p a i n t r e m o v e r \ Ya s t r i e d , b u t s o m a n y c o a t s
o f p a i n t \ Y e r e f o u n d , t h a t i t s r e m o v a l b e c a m e f a r t o o t e d i o u s »
B u r n i n g o f f v / a s t h e o n l y a n s w e r, b u t t h i s h a d t o b e d o n e v e r y
c a r e f u l l y t o a v o i d s c o r c h i n g t h e t h i n c o a m i n g .

M y p a t i e n c e a n d c a r e w a s v / e l l r e w a r d e d , f o r, u n d e r t h e v e r y
n u m e r o u s c o a t s o f p a i n t I f o u n d t h e m o s t p e r f e c t l y p r e s e r v e d
m a h o g a n y , a b e a u t i f u l r i c h c o l o u r . T h i s w a s r u b b e d d o v m a n d
o i l e d t o k e e p o u t t h e v / e a t h e r .

T h e o n e i n c h t h i c k t h v i / a r t s w h i c h r u n t h r e e q u a r t e r s o f
t h e l e n g t h o f t h e l a r g e c o c k p i t , a n d e x t e n d i n g u n d e r n e a t h t h e
s i d e d e c k s v / e r e p l a s t e r e d ? / i t h t h e h o r r i b l e o r a n g e p a i n t , a n d
r e q u i r e d h o u r s o f p a t i e n t s c r a p i n g a n d b u r n i n g t o r e v e a l t h e
l o v e l y m a h o g a n y u n d e r n e a t h , I b l e s s e d t h e l o n g h a n d l e d S k a r s t e n
s c r a p e r , w i t h o u t v ; h i c h t h e j o b w o u l d h a v e b e e n a l m o s t i m p o s s i b l e .
T h e t h w a r t s w e r e r u b b e d d o w n a n d o i l e d r e a d y f o r v a r n i s h i n g w ' i t h
t h e c o a m i n g . T h e t r a n s o m , Y / h i c h i s o n e a n d a h a l f i n c h e s t h i c k
m a h o g a n y v r a s r e s t o r e d i n t h e s a m e w a y.

T h e m a s t a n d s p a r s h a d b e e n p a r t i a l l y r e s t o r e d b y " A u r o r a e ' s
p r e v i o u s o ? / n e r , Y / h o h a d i n t e n d e d t o r e s t o r e t h e w h o l e b o a t ,
b u t h a d t o g i v e u p t h e i d e a b e c a u s e o f l a c k o f t i m e d u e t o h i s
p r o f e s s i o n a l o b l i g a t i o n s . T h e s p a r s a r e a l l h o l l o w s p r u c e , a n d
e x t r e m e l y l i g h t , b u t o b v i o u s l y q u i t e a d e q u a t e f o r t h e i r j o b , a s
t h e p r e v i o u s s e a s o n ' s s a i l i n g h a d p r o v e d ,

I w a s n o v / f e e l i n g v e r y p l e a s e d v / i t h m y s e l f . E v e n i n
p r i m e r , ' ' A u r o r a " w a s l o k k i n g a v e r y t r i m l i t t l e c r a f t i n d e e d .

B i l l T a r r a n t , o f J , C , P a y n e L t d , , P o o l e , p e r s o n a l l y
s u p e r v i s e d t h e m a k i n g o f a n e w s u i t o f s a i l s , e x a c t l y c o p y i n g
t h e o l d p a t c h e d c o t t o n s , I m a d e t h e c h o i c e o f b r e a k i n g v / i t h
t r a d i t i o n a n d s e t t l e d f o r a c o m p r o m i s e o f 7 o z , t a n t e r y l e n e ,
w h i c h h a s p r o v e d q u i t e i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e b o a t ’ s c h a r a c t e r .

B i l l e x c e l l e d h i m s e l f , " A u r o r a ” ' s n e w t e r y l e n e s a r e a
t h i n g o f j o y a n d b e a u t y t o b e h o l d , a n d s e t l i k e a d r e a m .

W e m u s t n o w i n t r o d u c e " H o r a c e " , O n , a n d a r o u n d P o o l e
H a r b o u r , t h e n a m e H o r a c e i s s y n o n ^ , / - m o u s V i fi t h r i g g i n g . I f i t
c a n b e r i g g e d , H o r a c e v / i l l r i g i t . I f i t c a n n o t b e r i g g e d ,
H o r a c e Y ^ i l i s t i l l r i g i t . H e i s o n p e r s o n a l t e r m s w i t h n e a r l y
e v e r y m a s t i n t h e d i s t r i c t . T h e v / o r d " Ta l u r i t " i s l i k e a r e d
r a n t o a b u l l , t i i s w i r e s p l i c i n g a n d s e r v i n g i s i m m a c u l a t e ,

" A u r o r a " ' s r i g i s a l l s t r o p p e d , t h e r e i s n o t a s i n g l e
m e t a l fi t t i n g o n t h e m a s t . H o r a c e p o s i t i v e l y d r o o l e d a t t h e
p r o s p e c t o f r e - r i g g i n g h e r , a n d w h e n h e h a d d o n e s o , t h e j o b
f u l l y l i v e d u p t o h i s r e p u t a t i o n , a n d e x c e e d e d m y e x p e c t a t i o n s .

R e - p a i n t i n g n o v i ; c o m m e n c e d , t h e i n s i d e h u l l v / a s fi n i s h e d
i n l i g h t b l u e - g r e y , fl o o r b o a r d s p a i n t e d w i t h n o n - s l i p t e a k ,
s t i pp led to g i ve good foo t ho ld . Deck pa in ted non-s l i p b lue ,
s t i p p l e d . O u t s i d e h u l l w a s u n d e r c o a t e d , t r o v ' / e l l e d i n , r u b b e d
d o w n , fi n a l u n d e r c o a t , t h e n o r m a l t ¥ / o c o a t s w h i t e g l o s s . T h e
b r i g h t w o r k , t h v / a r t s a n d c o a m i n g v / e r e r u b b e d d o w n , b l e a c h e d o u t
w i t h o x a l i c a c i d a n d g i v e n a fi n a l r u b d o v m . A l l v a r n i s h i n g
Y / a s c a r r i e d o u t w i t h t w o - p a c k p o l y u r e t h a n e , r u b b e d d o v m t o 5 0 0
w e t a n d d r y , a n d b u r n i s h e d . T h e fi n i s h f u l l y c o m p e n s a t e d t h e
h a r d w o r k p u t i n t o i t .

B a l l a s t w a s c u t u p t o fi t u n d e r fl o o r b o a r d s , a l o n g t h e
h o g . W e l l p a i n t e d w i t h " K u r u s t " a n d r e d d a n b o l i n . B a l l a s t
w e l l b a t t e n e d i n t o p o s i t i o n .

N e w s a i l s v \ f e r e b e n t o n , n e w s a i l c o v e r , n e w c o c k p i t c o v e r
fi t t e d . N y l o n c o a t e d o u t b o a r d b r a c k e t b o l t e d o n , r e - g a l v a n i s e d
a n c h o r s t o v / e d , a n d " A . u r o r a " w a s r e a d y f o r s e a a g a i n , d e a d o n
t i m e , M a r c h 3 1 s t ,

A u r o r a w a s f a s t v / i t h h e r o l d p a t c h e d c o t t o n s a i l s ,
i s e v e n f a s t e r w i t h h e r n e w t e r y l e n e s a n d p o i n t s h i g h e r ,
s e t o f t h e n e w s a i l s i s a c r e d i t t o B i l l T a r r a n t ,
s m a r t a n d t r i m a p p e a r a n c e , a n d h e r l i v e l y p e r f o r m a n c e a r e t h e
s u b j e c t o f m u c h c o m m e n t a n d c o m p l i m - e n t a r y r e m a r k s , a n d h a s m a d e
t h e e f f o r t v e r y m u c h v i f o r t h w h i l e .

S h e
T h e

H e r v e r y
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T h e r e s t o r a t i o n i s n o t y e t c o m p l e t e . N o v ^ ; t h a t t h e m a ; ] o r
j o h s h a v e b e e n d o n e , n e v / d e c k c a n v a s a n d r u h h i n g s t r a k e s w i l l
h e fi t t e d , a n d h i g h fi e l d l e v e r s i n s t a l l e d . S o m e m e t a l
w o r k w h i c h i s p a i n t e d o v e r w i l l h e r e m o v e d , c l e a n e d , s a n d b l a s t e d
a n d h o t n y l o n c o a t e d . T h e s e a r e , h o w e v e r , i n c i d e n t a l s w h i c h d o
n o t d e t r a c t f r o m a p p e a r a n c e o r p e r f o r m a n c e a t t h e m o m e n t .

F i n a l l y , ' ' A u r o r a ' ' i s t o h a v e a t o p s a i l , v / h i c h , t h a i L k s t o
t h e e d i t o r o f " Ya c h t i n g M o n t h l y " i s n o t t h e s i n g l e h a n d e d p r o b ¬
l e m t h a t I i m a g i n e d . T h i s , I t h i n k , w i l l c o m p l e t e a v e r y p r e t t y
p i c t u r e .

W h e n o n e c o n s i d e r s t h a t a p a r t f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t s h e i s
s l o o p r i g g e d , " A u r o r a " i s b a s i c a l l y a C h e s a p e a k e G a t - b o a t , a n d
f o l l o v / s a t r a d i t i o n d a t i n g b a c k t o t h e I 8 3 0 ’ s , h e r p e r f o r m a n c e
s t a n d s i n a c l a s s o f h e r o w n . S h e h a s n o v i c e s , a n d i s a s
g e n t l e a s a k i t t e n w h e n r e e f e d d o w n i n a b l o w , a n d i n a s e a ¬
w a y i s q u i t e c o m f o r t a b l e f o r e v e n a n o l d c o d g e r l i k e m e t o
h a n d l e s i n g l e - h a n d e d .

I n s p i t e o f h e r l o w f r e e - b o a r d , s h e t a k e s i n v e r y l i t t l e
w a t e r i n a b l o w . S h e h a s n e v e r h e a r d o f t h e Y i ^ o r d " b r o a c h " .
S h e s a i l s a s e f fi c i e n t l y w i t h f u r l e d g j i b , u n d e r m a i n o n l y , a s
s h e d o e s w i t h f u l l s a i l - i n f a c t , r a y fi r s t r e d u c t i o n o f s a i l
i n a b l o w , i s t h e f u r l i n g j i b b y m e a n s o f f u r l i n g g e a r . H e r
r i g , n o w t h a t I f u l l y u n d e r s t a n d i t , i s v e r y h a n d y .

A l l h a l j T - a r d s , j i b a n d m a i n s h e e t s , c e n t r e - p l a t e h o i s t ,
t o p p i n g l i f t , a n d f u r l i n g l i n e a r e s i t u a t e d a f t . E v e r y t h i n g
e x c e p t i n g j i b a n d m a i n s h e e t s , i s b e l a y e d o n a fi f e r a i l o n
t h e a f t e n d o f t h e c e n t r e - p l a t e c a s i n g , e n a b l i n g m e t o w o r k
s h i p s i n g l e h a n d e d - m o s t o f m y s a i l i n g b e i n g d o n e s i n g l e -
h a n d e d .

I h a v e b o t h p e n d a n t a n d r o l l e r r e e fi n u s i n g t h e l a t t e r
f o r h a l f r e e f , a n d t h e f o r m e r f o r f u l l r e e f i f r e q u i r e d . P e a k
h a l y a r d c a n b e d r o p p e d i n a s e c o n d i f I m e e t a s q . u a l l - i n f a c t ,
"Auro ra" i s fa r sa fe r and hand ie r fo r s ing le -handed sa i l i ng than
a b o a t w i t h b e r m u d a r i g .

r r
<:kj 9

A s , a p a r t f r o m i n c i d e n t a l s . I t A i s n o w f u l l y r e s t o r e d ,
I look back w i th p leasure to the en joyment Ihave exper ienced
i n c a r r y i n g o u t t h e w o r k ,
at tent ion she has received, and repays the effor t by giv ing me
c o u n t l e s s h o u r s o f p l e a s u r e , s a i l i n g i n a l l c o n d i t i o n s , f r o m
a lmos t fla t ca lm, w i th fu l l sa i l and la rge co t ton genoa, when
s h e j u s t s l i p s a l o n g , a l m o s t d i s d a i n f u l l y p a s s i n g s o m e m o d e r n
fi b r e - g l a s s c r u i s e r s , o r , f u l l y r e e f e d , u n d e r m a i n s a i l o n l y,
p u t t i n g h e r n o s e i n , p i c k i n g h e r s k i r t s u p a n d g o i n g p l a c e s - f a s t .

A u r o r a

A u r o r a ' ' s e e m * s t o a p p r e c i a t e t h e

"Au ro ra " has ce r ta in l y con founded he r c r i t i c s , and fu l l y
j u s t i fi e d m y o r i g i n a l " h u n c h " t o p u r c h a s e h e r . T h e r e h a s b e e n a
l o t o f ha rd wo rk i nvo l ved , bu t t he r esu l t has ce r t a i n l y j u s t i ¬
fied the means. When one considers that the boat is t ru ly
" v i n t a g e " , o f d e fi n i t e o r i g i n a n d a n c e s t r y, t h e f u l l c o s t h a s
b e e n w e l l w o r t h i t . F o r i n t e r e s t , t h i s b r e a k s d o v m a s f o l l o w s : -

O r i g i n a l p u r c h a s e p r i c e
A l m o s t n e w & u n u s e d S c a f g u l l O u t b o a r d
H e w S a i l s
N e w S t a n d i n g R i g g i n g
F l o o r b o a r d s
P a i n t , V a r n i s h , e t c .
S a i l C o v e r
C o c k p i t C o v e r
I n c i d e n t a l s - s h a c k l e s , b l o c k s , e t c .

£185 0 0
2 0 0 0

5 6 0 0
2 5 0 0

5 0 0
2 0 0 0

5 1 0 0
8 0 0

2 0 0 0

£ 3 4 4 1 0 0

I t h i n k o n t h i s m a n y t i m e s , V W i e r e , t o d a y , c o u l d I g e t a
boat w i th "Aurora" ’s qua l i t ies fo r £350? Chapters have been wr i t¬
t e n a b o u t t h e s e C a t - b o a t s , a n d I c a n w e l l s e e w l i y , " A u r o r a " h a s
t u r n e d o u t t o b e a r e a l t r e a s u r e , a n d w i l l s e e m e t h r o u g h r a y
r e m . a i n i n g s a i l i n g l i f e .

G . R , M i l l a r .
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K I T C H E N E R N E E D S Y O U

I h a v e n o d o u h t t h a t a l l o f y o u e n j o y e d L e n W a r r e n ’ s l a s t
a r t i c l e a s n u c h a s I d i d » P r o o f o f t h i s c a m e f r o m o n e o f o u r
memhers i n t he UoSoA. | John M . Leavens , Sec re ta ry o f t he Ca thoa t
A s s o c i a t i o n , w h o w r o t e

”L«Jo Warren’s story 'Ki tchener Needs You’ in the 1969/3
N e w s l e t t e r o f t h e O l d G - a f f e r s s t i r r e d s o m e n o s t a l g i c m e m o r i e s .
D u r i n g W o r l d W a r I I , I w a s s t a t i o n e d w i t h t h e H e a d q u a r t e r s o f
the 8th Ai r Force in High ^J j^-comhe where my quarters were heated
w i t h a c a s t i r o n s t o v e , t h e fi r e i n w h i c h w a s c a r e f u l l y l a i d
t h e n i g h t h e f o r e s o t h a t o n a v / a k e n i n g i n t h e m o r n i n g I c o u l d
t o s s i n a m a t c h a n d h a v e t h e r o o m f u l l o f s m o k e a n d a m o d i c u m
o f h e a t t o s t a n d h e t v / e e n m e a n d t h e m o r n i n g c h i l l . O n m y r o u n d s
as an Inspector General through our ai r hases in East Angl ia, I
frequently encountered even more ancient coal stoves than mine.
Two s tood ou t i n my memory. One was the Rose wh ich ga ined i t s
n a m e f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t a r o s e w a s c a s t i n t o t h e i r o n fi r e d o o r .
S o m e t i m e l a t e r t h i s m o d e l h a d e v i d e n t l y b e e n u p d a t e d i n t o t n e
s e c o n d m o d e l w h i c h w a s k n o w n a s t h e V i c t o r i a R o s e . v / h a t m a d e
a l l t h e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e t ? / o o t h e r w i s e i d e n t i c a l s t o v e s , w a s
the profi le o f Queen Vic tor ia cast in to each o f the two
l e g s .

r o n t

Anyone in the United States that has had experience with
aShipmate stove, Iam. siire,. would enjoy 'Kitchener Needs You’,
althOTigh some edit ing may be necessary to adjust for differences

, s p o k e n i n t h e U n i t e d
War ren pe rm i t me to adap t and run

a n d t h e

in language as spoken in Eng land and as
S t a t e s , W o u l d y o u a n d L . J .
the a r t i c le , w i th due c red i t to bo th the O ld Gaf fe rs
a u t h o r ? I f s o , t h e r e a r e a f e w q u e s t i o n s t h a t I n e e d t o h a v e
a n s w e r e d .

a m a n u f a c t u r e r ’ s b r a n d n a m e f o r a p a r t i c u -' ' I s ' K i t c h e n e r '
l a r b o a t s t o v e o r i s i t a g e n e r i c n a m e f o r a n y c o a l - b u r n i n g
b o a t s t o v e ?

’’Was the 'Kitchener' named for Lord Kitchener of Khartoum
and Broome or is there some implicit tie in the title 'Liochener
Needs You ’ to as logan used in recru i t ing fo r Lord K i tchener s
W o r l d W a r I v o l u n t e e r a r m y ?

I a s s u m e t h i s i s a g r a d e s i z e o f c o a l f o r
From my youth Iremember buckwheat, nut,

I o f t e n s p e c u l a t e d o n t h e r e a s o n s
descr ipt ive of food to merchandise'

" K i t c h e n n u t s
u s e i n s m a l l s t o v e s ,

n d e g g a s c o a l s i z e s a n dp e a
w h y c o a l m e r c h a n t s u s e d n a m e s

. t h e i r i n e d i b l e p r o d u c t .
v e r y i n t e r e s t i n gP l e a s e c o n g r a t u l a t e t h e a u t h o r f o r m e o n a

ns t o r y .
J o h n M . L e a v e n s■

L e n h i m s e l f h a s b e n e fi t t e d f r o m t h i s a r t i c l e . I n a l e t t e r
t o m . e h e w r o t e

In our absence, a large pantechnicon had made aspecia l
de l i ve ry o f 6b rand -new t i ns o f ' Zebo ' f o r t he K i t chene r s tove ,
w i t h t h e c o m p l i m e n t s o f R e g P e r c i v a l .

" A l e t t e r f r o m ' Ya c h t i n g M o n t h l y ’ a s k i n g f o r p e r m i s s i o n t o
p u b l i s h t h e ' K i t c h e n e r n e e d s y o u ’ a r t i c l e - I h o p e y o u h a v e n o
o b j e c t i o n s . W h a t i s t h e r a t e p e r t h o u s a n d w o r d s ?

"Wi th adozen repa i r j obs to do , Hur r i ed l y you rs , "
L e n W a r r e n ,

t ?

To p rove tha t "G lad Times" i s con t inu ing to p rov ide "Thr i l l s ,
s e n t t h e f o l l o w i n g a c c o u n t o f h e rf u n a n d e x c i t e m e n t " , L e n h a s

l a t e s t e x p l o i t s ' .
HECTIC TIMES ON,._THJL.Glx i^ . .™lS

" I f I b u y aB r i a n b r o a c h e d t h e s u b j e c t a f t e r t h e s e c o n d p i n t ,
t r e e f r o m t h e F o r e s t r y C o m m i s s i o n , w i l l y o u f e t c h i t b a c k f r o m
t h e D e b e n f o r m e ? " H e w a n t e d a m a s t f o r h i s b o a t , I v r a n t e d a n

i l t o t h e D e b e n , s o t h e m a t t e r w a s c l i n c h e d b y t h ee x c u s e t o
t h i r d n i n t .

G 3 .



8 ,

N e g o t i a t i o n s w e r e o p e n e d w i t h t h e C h i e f F o r e s t e r a t Wo o d h r i d g e
f o r a s e l e c t e d 3 0 f t ^ D o u g l a s fi r t o h e d e l i v e r e d ; , t r i m m e d a n d
de-harked, to the barge quay by the Ramisholt Arms j for atotal
c o s t o f £ 3 » I o r d e r e d o n e a s \ v e l l - i t w o u l d a l v / a y s c o m e i n
h a n d y , e v e n i f w e n e v e r u s e d i t «

L o o k i n g a t o u r 2 4 f t « O l d G a f f e r ' ' G l a d ' T i m e s ” , w e d e c i d e d
t h a t w i t h t w o t r e e s s t r a p p e d a c r o s s h e r c h e s t o n d e c k , t h e r e
w o u l d b e a s u r f e i t o f t o p - h a m p e r , s o w e t o o k t h e h e a v y b o o m o f f
a n d fi t t e d v a n g s t o t h e g a f f i n t r u e b a w l e y s t y l e »

T h e p r o b l e m o f e n s u r i n g t h a t t h e 6 f t . o v e r h a n g o f t h e t r e e s
at the stem would not in ter fere wi th the J ib and the bowspr i t ,
v m s s o l v e d r a t h e r n e a t l y ,
o f g r a i n , h i t t h e b o a t o n h e r m o o r i n g , a n d t o r e t h e b o w s p r i t a n d
Jib off her. She was pul led over on to her beam-ends, then the
J i b t r a v e l l e r b r o k e a t t h e w e l d a n d s h e b o u n c e d b a c k a v a i n . I t
w i l l take more than that to put an Old Gaffer downi Hurr ied ly
r e - s t o w i n g b a l l a s t a n d g e a r , a n d p u m p i n g o u t , ¥ / e c a r r i e d o n w i t h
ou r p repa ra t i ons . P rom the bosun ’s cha i r, t he J ib eye -bo l t a t
the top of the mast looked badly mangled; but wi th adel ivery
d a t e t o k e e p , w e t u r n e d a b l i n d e y e .

V/e left Brandy Hole on the evening ebb, and motored 10 miles
t h r o u g h c a l m , d a r k w a t e r t o a n c h o r a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e C r o u c h a s
l i g h t n i n g fl i c k e r e d i n t h e c l o u d s o u t a t s e a .

At daybreak, goose-pimpled by acold dr izz le, we headed for
the Deben, 35 mi les away. Wi th aNor th West 3 -h , "G lad Times" ,
l ook ing ra the r snub -nosed w i thou t aJ ib and ’sp r i t , p loughed
t h r o u g h t h e S p i t v r a y, a n d u p t h e Wa l l e t ,
s q u a l l h i t u s , a n d i n a fl u r r y o f r a i n a n d h a i l v i / e s t a r t e d t h e
e n g i n e a n d s c u r r i e d a c r o s s t h e s h i p p i n g c h a n n e l . W e s w i r l e d
i n t o t h e D e b e n o n t h e fi r s t o f t h e fl o o d , a n d w a t e r y s u n s h i n e
showed us 2\¥hite, gleaming spars laid out on the quay.

m o t o r - b a r g e , l o a d e d ¥ , a t h 3 O O t o n sJ T i .

O f f H a r y / i c h a l i n e

George the waterman was our contact man ashore, and the
b u s i n e s s o f i n s p e c t i o n . l oad ing and despa t ch o f ou r ca rgo was
d i scussed i n the bes t o f a l l poss ib le su r round ings - the ba r o f
t h e R a m s h o l t A r r a s .

Next day, as gales blew themselves out at sea,
alongside, and with much puffing and blowing,
s p a r s a b o a r d .

w e c a m e

m a n - h a n d l e d t h e
I c u t 11 f t . o f f o n e , f o r a n e w b o w s p r i t , a n d

l a s h e d i t o n t h e s t a r b o a r d s i d e - d e c k ,
and lashed, stem and stern, to port .

T h e o t h e r s w e r e s t o w e d

With cargo secured, we met the Chief Forester, adelightful
Welshman known as Jones the Wood, settled our account and drank
t h e p r o fi t s .

Looking l ike across between aThames barge and an Arab
dhow, we meandered up to Waldringfield and called at the cottage
h o m e o f a n O l d G a f f e r . ■ '
c r y p t i c n o t e u n d e r h i s d o o r - k n o c k e r .

H e w a s o u t h a r v e s t i n ' ' s o w e l e f t a0 9

T h e r e w a s s t i l l p l e n t y o f w e i g h t i n t h e w i n d w ^ h e n w e l e f t
nex t morn ing , w i th 3 ree fs in , and w ish ing i t cou ld be 4 . We
w a l l o w e d t h r o u g h t h e R o l l i n g G r o u n d o f f H a r w i c h w i t h t h e o l d
boat compla in ing at the ext ra weight . By the t ine we reached
t h e S p i t w a y i t v / a s g u s t i n g F o r c e 6 s o t h e m a i n c a m e o f f a n d w e
ran th rough under fo resa i l on ly. Even so , l a rge lumps o f so l i d
water came aboard. When the alarm clock rang, Ipicked up the
t r a n s i s t o r, f o r a f o r e c a s t , a n d w a t c h e d , f a s c i n a t e d , a s w a t e r
s t reamed out o f i t . Then the t i l le r gave an ominous sh iver and,
look ing back , I cou ld see ac rack i n the pa in t on the rudder
c h e e k o p e n i n g u p e v e r y t i m e t h e t i l l e r k i c k e d .

Don’ t look so v /or r ied" . s a i d B r i a n a s I s a t c h e w i n g m y
nai ls , and weigh ing up the chances of na i l ing floorboards to
one of the spars and lash ing i t to the t ransom as asteer ing
o a r , a l a C h i n e s e J u n k ,

I n t h e l e e o f t h e B u x e y, t h i n g s i m p r o v e d , a n d w i t h a b e a m
w i n d w e s t o r m e d i n t o t h e C r o u c h ,
w a t e r t r a n s p o r t a s b e i n g c h e a p , r e l i a b l e a n d p u n c t u a l , w e r e v v e d
u p t h e e n g i n e a s t h e w i n d s l a c k e n e d , a n d p i c k e d u p o u r m o o r i n g
J u s t o n t i m e .

T o m a i n t a i n t h e r e p u t a t i o n o f



9 .

D i s c h a r g i n g o u r c a r g o w a s , l i t e r a l l y,
o f f a l o g ' * o A s Y i e l e t g o t h e s h r o u d s ,
a n d fl o a t e d a s h o r e o

N o w w e h a d t o g e t d o v m t o t h e g o h o f r e p a i r i n g t h e c o l l i s ¬
ion damage= F i rs t the sa i l s and r igg ing were s t r ipped o f f , and
a r r a n g e m e n t s m a d e f o r t h e m a s t t o b e u n s t e p p e d . I t h a d n o t
b e e n d i s t u r b e d f o r n e a r l y t e n y e a r s , s o t h e c h o p p e r w a s m a d e
h a n d y f o r c u t t i n g t h e t a p - r o o t , b u t i t c a m e o u t a s c l e a n a s a
w h i s t l

Y ' Te s e n t t h e n t h e r e p a i r b i l l .

To c l a i m o u r r i g h t t o d o o u r o w n r e p a i r s , w e q u o t e d o u r
m e m b e r s h i p o f t h e O l d G a f f e r s A s s o c i a t i o n - " a n o r g a n i s a t i o n
t h a t f o s t e r s a b r e e d o f i n d e p e n d e n t o l d g a f f e r s ( l m e a n y a c h t s ¬
men) who scorn the help of outside agencies to restore and main¬
t a i n t h e i r o l d - f a s h i o n e d g a f f - r i g g e d b o a t s i n g o o d s a i l i n g t r i m " .
T h i s m u s t h a v e s t r u c k a s y m p a t h e t i c c h o r d i n t h e i n s u r a n c e
c o m p a n y , a n d t h e y . g a v e u s t h e i r b l e s s i n ;
m a t t e r w o u l d b o c o n d u c t e d i n a n a t m o s p h e r e o f m . u t u a l t r u s t "
o f f e r e d a n i n t r i . g u i n g c h a l l e n g e t o o u r i n t e g r i t y .

E v i d e n t l y t h e y a p p r o v e d o f o u r e s t i m a t e a n d s o o n s e n t a
m o s t w e l c o m e c h e q u e . T h i s c o v e r e d , a p a r t f r o m c o s t o f m a t e r i a l s
a n d l a b o u r , s u c h i t e m s a s " b o i l i n g a l a r m c l o c k i n f r e s h w a t e r
( i t had finished up in the bi lge) and "extra boer" needed v/hen
c o m p o s i n g a n d t y p i n g o u t t h e n e c e s s a r y l e t t e r s ( h a r d e r a n d t h i r s ¬
t i e r wo rk t han repa i r i ng boa t s ) .

I f y o u h a v e t o b e r u n d o w n b y a b a r g e , m a k e s u r e t h a t t h e
u n d e r w r i t e r s a r e B r i t i s h M a r i n e M u t u a l , f o r s y m p a t h e t i c t r e a t ¬
m e n t a n d p r o m n t s e t t l e m e n t . ( N o c h a r g e f o r a b i a s e d r e c o m m e n d a ¬
t i o n , B . M . M . ! )

T o d a t e , t h e r e p a i r s h a v e j u s t b e e n fi n i s h e d , a n d w e a r
u s i n . g o u r e n f o r c e d e a r l y ’ l a y - u p ’ t o d o a l l t h e j o b s t h a t s h o u l d
h a v e b e e n d o n e l a s t y e a r a n d n e v e r s e e m t o b e fi n i s h e d .

U A s e a s y a s r o l l i n g
t h e y s p l a s h e d o v e r b o a r d

T h e n , a f t e r t h e u n d e r w r i t e r s h a d s u r v e y e d t h e d a m a g e ,C o

i

T h e i r h o p e " t h a t t h e

U

. oO '

W i t h n e v / j i b a n d b o w s p r i t , " G l a d T i m e s " w i l l l o o k s m a r t e r
t h a n e v e r , r e a d y f o r t h e n e x t c o n s i g n m e n t o f D o u g l a s F i r s , I
w o n d e r w h o h a n d l e s t h e c o n t r a c t f o r t h a t C h r i s t m a s T r e e i n
T r a f a l g a r S q u a r e . , , ,

L . J . W a r r e n .

N O V E M B F P. P A R T I E S

T h e a n n u a l p a r t y h e l d a t t h e M a l d o n L i t t l e S h i p C l u b o n
S a t u r d a y N o v e m b e r 8 t h v / a s a n o u t s t a n d i n g s u c c e s s . A s u s u a l t h e
c l u b r o o m w a s p a c k e d . O u r g u e s t s p e a k e r f o r t h e e v e n i n g w a s .
J . D . S l e i g h t h o l m e , E d i t o r o f Y a c h t i n g M o n t h l y a n d c r e a t o r o f
t h e p r o t o t y p e O ' . G . A . m e m b e r O l d H a r r y . D e s h a d p r o m i s e d t o
t a l k o n g e a r , a n d i n a f e v / m i n u t e s h e h a d t h e a u d i e n c e c o n ¬
v u l s e d w i t h l a u g h t e r . H o v / e v e r , m a n y o f h i s m o s t a m u s i n g c o m ¬
m e n t s h a d a s o l i d , b a c k i n g o f s e r i o u s f a c t . H i s c o m p a r i s o n o f
t h e s e a g o i n g r e p a i r a b i l i t y o f o l d g a f f e r s a n d m o d e r n B e r m u d i a n
o c e a n r a c e r s e c h o e d t h a t m a d e s o m e y e a r s a g o b y o n e o f o u r m e m ¬
b e r s w h o h a s s a i l e d r o u n d t h e w o r l d a n d h a s c o n s i d e r a b l e e x ; o e r -

C o m m e n t s o n m o d e r n h i g h l y s t r e s s e d s t a i n l e s si e n c e o f b o t h r i g ' ^
s t e e l g e a r l e f t u s \ ¥ o n d e r i n g h o w D e s c a n f e e l s a f e w h e n h e s a i l s
o n a m o d e r n b o a t ! T h e t a l k w a s l i b e r a l l y l a c e d w i t h a n e c d o t e s
f r o m t h e s p e a k e r ' s v a s t s a i l i n g e x p e r i e n c e , a l t h o u g h o n e d o u b t s
w h e t h e r D e s d i d a c t u a l l y m e e t t h e t w o q u e e r s v h i o h i r e d a t w i n -
s c r e w m o t o r c r u i s e r o n t h e N o r f o l k B r o a d s ’ .

O e

T h e u s u a l r e f r e s h m e n t s p r e p a r e d b y t h e w i v e s o f m e m i b e r s ,
w e r e e n j o y e d , a n d t h e n e c e s s a r y b u s i n e s s w a s g o t t h r o u g h i n t h e
u s u a l fi v e m i n u t e s o r s o . O u r P r e s i d e n t A l e c R a n g a b e h a d c o m i e
u p f r o m P o r t s m o u t h f o r t h e w e e k - e n d , b u t p r e f e r r e d t o r e m a i n i n
t h e b a c k g r o u n d a n d l e a v e t h e b u l k o f t h e t a l k i n g t o M r ,
S l e i g h t h o l m e .

A f t e r t h e s u p p e r I n t e r v a l I a n E d m o n d a n d h i s s o n C o l i n
o r g a n i s e d a s h o \ ¥ o f c o l o u r s l i d e s o f t h e 1 9 6 9 E a s t C o a s t R a c e
a n d s o m e t a k e n o n a n O c e a n Y o u t h C l u b c r u i s e a b o a r d T h e o d o r a .
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The fo l l ov / ing v /eek-end sa? / ano ther Vi ^e l l a t tended par ty a t
t h e E m s v r o r t h S l i p p e r S a i l i n g C l u h , o r g a n i s e d h y F r e d H i l l i e r

and his usual helpers. The elect ion of the Solent Area Commit tee
b r o u g h t a f e w c h a n g e s , t h e a d d i t i o n o f M e s s r s . S t e p h e n s o n ,
M u i r h e a d a n d Wa d d i n g t o n s t r e n g t h e n i n g a n a l r e a d y s t r o n g b o d y.

;rFOR SALE HYPATIA, 39' gaff ketch, built vv'atkins, London, 1896.
T e a k o n o a k . N e w g e a r , T a a i n e d t e r y l e n o s a i l s . F o r d F i s h e r b o y
e n g i n e 1 9 6 7 / 8 . N e w e l e c t r i c s 1 9 6 8 . S p a r s 1 9 6 4 . D e c k s r e - c a u l k e d
P.R.C. rubber 1968, £ 1 , 8 0 0 . ( L e s s t h a n a m o u n t s p e n t o n r e fi t t i n g
o v e r p a s t 3 y e a r s . E s s e n t i a l t h a t p r o s p e c t i v e o w n e r i s s o m e o n e
w h o w i l l t a k e c a r e o f a v e r y b e a u t i f u l s h i p . )
A, Smith, The Pight le, Great Bent ley, Essex. Great Bent ley 38O/39O.

1 8 ' X 7 ' , I d e c k e d g a f f s l o o p , c e n t r e b o a r d . B u i l t
N e w s u i t t e r y l e n e s a i l s 1 9 6 8 , t w o s u i t s u
N e v / d r o p r u d d e r , p l a t e c a s e , 1 9 6 9 . B r a s s

p u m p , o a r s , w i n t e r c o v e r , c a n p i n g c o v e r , a l l r o x D e s a n d b l o c k s i n
good order. Winner Class III E.C. Race, I969. £ 2 3 5 o . n . o .
P. W i l l e t t s , 8 2 P e n n i n e , 2 0 C o l e m a n S t . , S o u t h e n d , E s s e x .

Southend 73786 (Daytime only)
X 1 9 ' 6 " X

P i t c h p i n e & l a r c h o n o a k
S t u a r t - T u r n e r , B a b y -

B l a k e ¥ / . C . , b o g e y - s t o v e , s i n g l e b u r n e r P r i m u s i n g i m b l e s .
a n d g e a r m a i n t a i n e d t o v e r y h i g h s t a n d a r d .
1 0 '
n e ¥ / b o t t o m b o a r d s .

D . S c u r r e y , 2 2 a L e i g h H i l l , L e i g h - o n - S e a , E s s e x . S o u t h e n d 7 9 ^ P ' 1 .

E V E 4 t o n T M c u t t e r . 2 3 ' x 1 9 ’ x 7 ’ 6 " x 3 ' 8 " . B u i l t a n d
d e s i g n e d A . R . L u k e a t H a m b l e , I 9 0 3 . P i t c h p i n e o n g r o w n a n d
s t e a m e d f r a m e s , l e a d k e e l , n e w s t a i n l
2 / 3 b e r t h . 7 s a i l s , s o m e n e w I 9 6 9 .
s t a n d i n g a n d r u n n i n g r i g g i n g ,
cru ised wi th, inc. L/S Seagul l Century and 7
w h i c h s t o r e s o n d e c k . 2 n d o v e r a l l i n I 9 6 9 O . G . R a c e ,
E. W. Tr i t ton, 8Beechwood Ave. , Farnborough, Orpington, Kent .

V

B O Y M i i R T I H
L e i g h - o n - S e a 1 9 4 8 .
a b l e c o t t o n s a i l s .

s e -

SEMPER FIDELI8 4 t o n T M c u t t e r , R e g d . L o n d o n . 2 1
7^ 6" X3’ ' 9". Bui l t Hi l lyard 1939.
& e l m . . U s u a l c r u i s i n g g e a r , p l u s 4 h . p .

H u l l
£ 8 0 0 .

CLINKER DINGHY (ex-R.N.) in very good condition, but needs
£ 4 0 .

s t e e l k e e l b o l t s .
M a j o r r e fi t 1 9 6 8 w h e n n e w

2 b u r n e r P r i m u s a n d a l l g e a r a s
6 " p r a m d i n g h y

£ 3 5 0 .

C l Q O .

t

EAST COAST CRUISE Wi l l any members in terested in making up a
pa r t y f o r aweek ' s E .C . c ru i se on the l a rgo ke tch So lv ig , s ta r t¬
i n g J u l y 1 8 t h 1 9 7 0 a n d e n d i n
M r s .

w i t h t h e E . C . R a c e , p l e a s e c o n t a c t
J . H a r k e r, T h e P o s t H o u s e , A b b e r t o n , C o ^ - c h e s t e r, E s s e x .

T e l : P e l d o n 4 1 3 .

r r

CUTLASS 47’ c l ipper-bowed ketch; re.gular entrant in the East
C o a s t R a c e . To b e s o l d v ; i t h c o m p l e t e i n v e n t o r y a s t h e p r e s e n t
o w n e r c a n n o t fi n d t i m e t o m a k e f u l l u s e o f h e r . D e t a i l s o f
p r i c e , a v a i l a b i l i t y o f m o o r i n g , e t c . f r o m :
A . H a l l , C r o o k e d B i l l e t , A s h , N e a r S e v e n o a k s , K e n t . ¥ / e s t A s h 4 8 5 .

' ^ t R . A . F . H a m b l e o n S a t u r d a y , 2 8 t h F e b r u a r y .
Please contact Michael Millar at 107 Baker Street, London, W1M IPS.

Te l : 0 1 - 9 3 5 9 3 0 0 .

W I N T E R S O C I A L M E E T I N G

P u b l i s h e d b y t h e O l . d G a f f e r s A s s o c i a t i o n
7 0 b F a n b r i d g e R o a d , H a l d o n , E s s e x .


