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Snoopy in the Caledonian Canal on her voyage home -see Just aSail on page 23‘Merlyn’ -East Coast Classics 2004

Front cover: ‘Bonify’ at Southwold 2004 Back cover: 'Ragamuffin -Flying Dutchman on the East Coast



A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

O F F I C E R S O F T H E A S S O C I AT I O N

F a b i a n B u s h
- b o a t b u i l d e r -

S U R V E Y S &
C O N S U L T A N C Y O N

T R A D I T I O N A L C R A F T

P R E S I D E N T : GEORGE JAGO, Smugglers Cottage, Fambridge Road, North Fambridge,
Essex CMS 6NA, Tel/Fax: 01621 741595

ROBERT HOLDEN, 6Chatham Place, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7PT,
Te l : 0 1 8 4 3 5 8 2 9 9 7

H O N . S E C R E T A R Y :

-design &construction-
-restomtion &repairs-

-spars &furniture-

PHIL SLADE, Cleeve Cottage, 8Lower Downside, Near Shepton Mallet,
Somerset BA4 4JX, Tel: 01749 330046

N E W S L E T T E R E D I T O R :C H R I S T E M P L E
M.A.(Cantab), I.Eng.

A s s o c i a t e r M e m b e r R . I . N . A .

M e m b e r Y. B . D . S . A .
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: PETER LYONS, 4Knockdene, Bangor, Co Down BT20 4UZ, Tel: 028 9145 3099

LYNN SLADE, Cleeve Cottage, 8Lower Downside, Near Shepton Mallet, Somerset,
B A 4 4 J X . Te l : 0 1 7 4 9 3 3 0 0 4 6

H O N . T R E A S U R E R :

NAVAL ARCHITECT
&SURVEYOR

8 A L M A P L A C E , S O U T H S T R E E T
YARMOUTH, I .W.P041 OQQ

TEL. (01983) 760947

The Old Yacht Store,
49 High Street, Rowhedge,
Colchester, Essex COS 7ET

W O O D E N
B O A T R E G I S T E R : NICK MILLER, 4Lowther Crescent, Walney, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria LAI4 3RT ,

Te l : 0 1 2 2 9 4 7 4 7 3 7

B O A T B U I L D E R S

Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 7 2 8 5 7 7 A R E A S E C R E T A R I E S A N D R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

e-mail:fabianbush@btinternet.com B R I S T O L C H A N N E L : ALAN HIDDEN, 81 Bay View Road, Northam, Bideford, Devon EX39 1BJ
Te l : 0 1 2 3 7 4 7 4 7 4 4

ALISON CADE,Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye, Sussex TN31 7NT, Tel: 01797 223040

SUE FARRER, 1Maple Avenue, Alsager, Stoke on Trent ST7 2QX,
Te l : 0 1 2 7 0 8 7 4 1 7 4

C I N Q U E P O R T S :A S S O C I AT I O N S T O C K L I S T
C O N W Y & N O R T H W A L E S :U K O v e r s e a s

£ 1 3 . 5 0
£ 1 6 . 0 0
£ 1 8 . 5 0
£ 2 1 . 0 0

£ 1 3 . 0 0
£ 1 5 . 5 0
£ 1 8 . 0 0
£ 2 0 . 0 0

Burgees 1 5 '

MIKE COLLINS, Prince Regent House, Perranwell, Truro, Cornwall TR3 7PR,
Te l : 0 1 8 7 2 8 6 3 0 9 6

C O R N W A L L :18'
2 4 '

30' D E V O N : DAVE KELLER, 79 Kingsway Park, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 1UD, Tel: 01548 856669

MARY BENTHAM, 2Kilfenora Drive, Raheny, Dublin 13, Eire, Tel: 00 353 18476279

JON WAINWRIGHT, Port View, New Road, Mistley, Manningtree, Essex C011 2AE,
Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 3 9 3 5 3 7 / 3 9 6 0 6 6

Membership Flags £ 1 5 . 0 0

£ 1 6 . 5 0
£ 1 9 . 0 0

£ 1 5 . 5 0

£ 1 7 . 0 0

£ 1 9 . 5 0

1 2 ' D U B L I N B A Y :

1 5 '
E A S T C O A S T :1 8 -

Ties (multi-motif) £ 7 . 5 0 £ 8 . 0 0
F R A N C E : PIERRE JAFFE, Tour de la Grand Porte, 35400 St. Male, France,

Tel: 06 07 67 02 71
B r o o c h e s £ 4 . 0 0 £ 4 . 5 0

SARA HARDING, Rickyard Cottage, Homestall Lane, Goodnestone, Faversham,
Kent ME13 8UT, Tel: 01795 535279

M E D W A Y & N O R T H K E N T :

S w e a t s h i r t s S , M , L , X L , X X L

S , M , L , X L , X X L

M , L , X L

OGA brass boat plaques with your boat’s OGA
numbers inscr ibed in the centre

£ 1 5 . 0 0 £ 1 6 . 0 0

N E T H E R L A N D S : Joachim van Houweninge, 2de J. van Campenstraat 84 hsi, 1073 XV Amsterdam,
Netherlands, Telephone 00 31 654 340575

ALISON LYONS, 4Knockdene, Bangor, Co Down BT20 4UZ, Tel: 028 9145 3099

£ 1 6 . 0 0Polo Shir ts £ 1 5 . 0 0

S m o c k s £ 2 0 . 0 0 £ 2 1 . 0 0
N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D :

N O R T H E A S T : P O S I T I O N VA C A N T
£ 1 6 . 5 0£ 1 5 . 0 0

TOM MIDDLEBROOK, 28 Birch Road, Oxton, Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 5UA,
Te l : 0 1 5 1 6 5 2 9 7 4 4

N O R T H W E S T :

Smocks are available in Breton red only.
Sweatshirts are available in Navy, Green and Burgundy.
Polo shirts are available in Navy, White, Green and Burgundy.
Embroidered name on sweatshirt or polo shirt £2.00.

Please note, that to keep the costs of personalised sweatshirts and polo shirts down, the
supplier has asked us to place minimum orders for 10 items. That may sometimes mean a
delay of up to 8weeks, but you will be advised of the situation when you place the order.

Prices include postage and packing -surface mail for overseas. Please send orders, with cheque or
postal order, payable to Old Gaffers Association (overseas members can pay by credit card or by draft
on aLondon bank) to: Moray MacPhail, Classic Marine, Lime Kiln Quay, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1BD.
Tel: 01394 380390, Fax: 01394 388380, E-mail: info@classicmarine.co.uk,
We b : w w w. c l a s s i c m a r i n e . c o . u k

NORMAN MIKKELSEN, Craigallan House, Erngath Road, Bo’ness, West Lothian
EH51 9EN,Tel: 01506 826639

S C O T L A N D :

S O L E N T : GEOFF SKINNER, Old Police House, Bridge Road, Bursledon,
Southampton S031 8AH, Tel: 023 8040 3155

T R A I L E R S E C T I O N : MIKE STEVENS, 82 Summerland Park, Upper Killay, Swansea SA2 7JA,
Telephone 01792 297445

WALLY COOK, 6Baskerville Street, Mundijong 6123,Western AustraliaW E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A :

Editor 's email : phi l@neston06.freeserve.co.uk Webs i te : www.o ldgaffe rsassoc ia t ion .org
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O f fi c e r s o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ,3

G J 0 C O V A R N O L ’E d i t o r i a l ,5

W e l c o m e A b o a r d , 6

Vintage Norwegian Pain KillerF&GP Committee Meeting -Abriefing by Robert Holden 7

V A R N O L
P r e s i d e n t ’ s A d d r e s s 8

Norwegian varnishing oil.
Inexpensive, easy to use. Takes the agony out of the brightwork.

VARNOL provides ahardwearing gloss and oiled-wood finish from the same can.
Penetrating, feeding and stabilising old and new timber, VARNOL is quickly

and easily maintained on spars, hatches, decks, garden furniture, floors, doors...
Abeautiful, unstained and long-lasting natural finish.

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the OGA ,9

O G A A n n u a l A c c o u n t s 1 4

A H e l l o f r o m t h e N e w / H o n T r e a s u r e r 1 5

N o t i c e B o a r d 1 6

For stockists lists and full information signal the importers:
The Black Dog Stores, Dean Cross, Woodcutts, Dorset SP5 5RT.

Telephone 01725 552641 Fax 01725 552642
D i s c o u n t s a r e a v a i l a b l e t o O G A m e m b e r s .

OGA Practical by Dave Keller 1 8

Obituary -Frans van Leeuwen by the Dutch OGA ,21

Sailing Sub-committee -Areport by Jon Wainwright 2 2

Just aSail by Kees Koomen , 2 3

S a l t e r n s B o a t b u i l d e r s
O G A a n d O t h e r T r a d i t i o n a l E v e n t s 2 0 0 5 . 2 6 The Boatyard, Sal terns Lane, Old Bursledon,

H a m p s h i r e . Te l / F a x : 0 2 3 8 0 4 0 7 6 0 6

, 3 0L e t t e r s

T H E M E M O R Y 1 9
B u n k s i d e B o o k s h e l f , 31

*Two berths yet uncompromised
t r a d i t i o n a l l o o k s

* G R P h u l l & d e c k w i t h a

superior wooden fit out
,^1 *Well proven performance:
C’i\ OGA race winners
yO A*Easily handled, easily

1/ \trailered centreboarder

N e w s f r o m A r o u n d t h e A r e a s . 3 2

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s .41
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The following abbreviations are sometimes used in the newsletter to denote OGA areas:

NE - North East

EC - East Coast

MNK -Medway &Nor th Ken t
CP - Cinque Ports
SOL - Solent

NL - Netherlands

Nl - Northern Ireland

C W L - C o r n w a l l

B C - B r i s t o l C h a n n e l

N W - N o r t h W e s t

CNW -Conwy &North Wales
D B - D u b l i n B a y
T R - T r a i l e r S e c t i o n

SCO - S c o t l a n d

FR - F r a n c e

GER - Germany
WA - W . A u s t r a l i a

DEV - D e v o n
PLUS: the 16'6" Tela Dayboat,

the 12'6’’ "Swallows and Amazons" Wagtail Sailing Dinghy
and our New Clinker Ply 7'6" Pram Dinghy,
●so light you can carry it on your shoulder!

T R A D I T I O N A L Y A C H T & B O A T B U I L D I N G S P E C I A L I S T S



Editor ial |Q[
■■

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s g
As usual in the March edition of the Gaffers Log there is quite abit concerning the AGM of
the Association held on the 15 January, including the President’s Address and the Annual
Accounts. This was held at the Headquarters of the Cruising Association at Limehouse
Basin in London and thanks, as always, go to them for the use of their very convivial
location (just off the River Thames) and to their friendly and helpful staff. The AGM was
preceded by ameeting of the Association Committee which is made up of all the Officers
of the Association including Area Presidents, Area Secretaries, Overseas Representatives
and Elder Gaffers. As such this gives the broadest base available for discussions on actions
by the F&GP committee (the day to day running committee of the OGA) in the previous year
and topics under consideration for the coming year. It also gives achance for members to
put motions and ideas forward to the Finance and General Purposes Committee through
their representative. The meeting was, as usual, lively, with much swapping of ideas and
thoughts on matters both serious and light hearted, but all intended to make the OGA a
more professional organisation. However much we hate them, matters such as finance,
insurance, proposed new government legislation etc have to be addressed by all types of
organisation these days and this is what the F&GP committee endeavour to do for the
membership, to the best of their abilities.

What can be said though, is that however serious the topic in hand may be, they
endeavour not to forget that OGA members generally join because they want to enjoy good
sailing and good crach in pleasant company. In short have fun, avery small word, and in
these over complicated days very often forgotten.

Iwish you all good sailing over the coming season and welcome all aboard ‘Wendy May’ if
o u r c o u r s e s h o u l d c r o s s .

T IM G ILMORE 1 /a

N O R T H S E A S A I L SDOLPHIN QUAY BOATYARD
Proprietor: Steven HallQ U E E N S T R E E T ●E M S W O R T H ●H A N T S ●P O l O 7 B U

T e l / F a x : 0 1 2 4 3 3 7 3 2 3 4

Ibex Sail Loft
Woodrolfe Road

Tollesbury, Essex
CM9 8QP, England

, T e l . 0 1 6 2 1 8 6 9 3 6 7

Si

J t

F U L L S H I P W R I G H T S E R V I C E A T

C O M P E T I T I V E R A T E S

REPAIRS, RESTORATION &
M A I N T E N A N C E O F W O O D E N

C R A F T

S T O C K I S T O F T R A D I T I O N A L

B O A T B U I L D I N G M A T E R I A L S

I N C L U D I N G T I M B E R . P LY W O O D ,
B A L C O TA N , W E S T E P O X Y, VA R N I S H ,
P A I N T & M A R I N E F A S T E N I N G S Makers of quality sails,

riggers, chandlers, ropes, wires and fitted covers

P h i l S l a d e

Triplet® -The Sectional Dinghy E d i t o r

Copy date for the next issue (June) is the 1st May.Compact and versatile -Quick to assemble

r

Deft Developments Ltd,11 Night ingale
Road, Hampton, TW12 3HU, UK
Phone/fax: +44 (0) 208 979 2128
Web: www.de f tdeve lopments .co .uk
E-mail: triplet@deftdevelopments.co.uk

T h e A s s o c i a t i o n C o m m i t t e e h a r d a t i t



Adver t isements |H|W e l c o m e A b o a r d

Mr Kate/John, Saunders/Ridehalgh, 288 Hyde End Road, Spencers Wood, Reading, RG7 1DN, 4564, Tumblehome IV
ASS, Mr Hon Sec, Wooden Boat Ass of Cairns, 38 English Street, Manunda 4870, Queensland, Australia, 4546,
BC, Mr Chris Webb, Wethywindle, 10/12 Halfacre, Williton, Somerset, 4537,
BC, Ms Maggi Healey, 11 Oakdene Avenue, Bristol,, BS5 6QQ, 4544,
BC, Mr Chris Evans, 56 Irsha Street, Appledore, Bideford, EX39 1RY, 4545, Teal
BC, Mr Colin Pople, 3Dovtons Close, Taunton, Somerset, TA4 4SS, 4558, Virginia
CP, Mr Brian Skinner, 9The Grove, Denton, Newhaven, East Sussex, BN9 OQY, 4580, Kitt i \wake

DB, Mr Roddy Cooper, Bayview House, Strand Road, Sutton, Dublin 13, 4581,
DB, Mr Frank McCarthy, 43 Grace O’Malley Road, Howth, Co. Dublin, ,4582, Duninver
DB, Ms Bernadette Keogh, 24 George Reynolds House, Dublin 4, ,4583,
DB, Mr Gerry Murtagh, Baldwinstown, Garristown, Co. Dublin, ,4584, Tir na Nog
DB, Mr Clem Kelly, 75 The Oaks, Avondale, Trim, Co. Meath, 4585, Trailblazer
DB, Mr David Hopkins, Brackenhurst, Nashville Road, Howth, Co. Dublin, 4586, Toucan Do
DB, Ms Rebecca Leech, Abbey House, Athlone, Co. Westmeath, ,4587, Ebenhaezer
DEV, Ms Sally Veise, 2Belle Vue, West Buckland, Kingsbridge, Devon, TQ7 3AQ, 4536, Old Dan
DEV, Mr Mark, Angie, Pooke, 4Gronau Close, Honiton, Devon, EX14 2YT, 4542, Fleta
DEV, Mr Nick Hanbury, Barracks Bungalow, 29 Long Park, Modbury, Devon, PL21 ORP, 4543, Lucy
EC, Mr lain Selby, Jean Hayden, 70 Iris Close, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP2 ONA, 4549, Marie Louise of Leigh
EC, Mr F. W. Barter, The Anchorage, Willow Way, Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex, TW16 6BT, 4551, Merikala II
EC, Mr Max, Carol, Raffe, Major View, Debenham Road, Crowfield, Ipswich, IP6 9TD, 4554, Deben Treasure
EC, Mr Martin Goodrich, 19 Albion Square, London, ,E8 4ES, 4559, Gwenili
EC, Mr Robert Levien, Jennings Row, Heydon, Norfolk, NR11 6RX, 4560, Vades
EC, Mr Martin Worth, 14 Chestnut Way, Brightlingsea, Essex, C07 OUA, 4579, Boadicea
MNK, Mr Richard Cooper, Chapel Plat, Hiham Green, Winchelsea, East Sussex, TN36 4HB, 4553, Caper
MNK, Mr Cristiano Bettini, 78 Carlisle Mansions, Carlisle Place, London, SW1P 1HZ, 4555, Rosy
NE, Mr Jim O'Connell, 12 Low Park Close, North Froddingham, East Yorkshire, Y025 8NY, 4556,
NED, Mr Eric van Binsbergen, Marsstraat 9, 6133 WL, Sittard Nederland, Nederland, 4566, Noorderzon
NED, Mr Andre Ineke van Wierst, Hoek, Erven 5, 1151 AR, Broek in waterland, Nederland, 4567, Anna

NED, Ms Maud Kieft, 2de J. van Campenstraat 31, 1073 XN, Amsterdam, Nederland, 4568,
NED, Mr Jos Hilde Defillet, Kooyman, Adolf Mortelmanstraat 26, 2160, Wommelgem, Belgium, 4569,
NED, Mr Wil lem Nauta, Aurel iastraat 8, 8442 DG, Heerenveen, Nederland, 4570,

NED, Mr Jan,Noz, Coolhaven terras 4b, 3024 AT, Rotterdam, Nederland, 4571,

NED, Mr Dick Peteers, Hoogheide 23, 2990, Wuustwezel, Belgium, 4572,
NED, MrTeun Liesbeth, Pilon, Middenkoogweg 6, 1738 DW, Waarland, Nederland, 4573, Liberty
NED, Mr Hein, Ruth, Wermers, Pols, Woudweg 1, 3137 KC, Vlaardingen, Nederland, 4574,
NED, Mr Bart Wolles, Tetterodestraat 105, 2023 XM, Haarlem, Nederland, 4575, Swarte Schaep
NED, Mr Ruud Zonneveld, Het Strengh 104, 1902 RK, Castricum, Nederland, 4576, Joannathan
NED, Mr Hugo Zwaansbeek, Klooster 18, 1251 WS, Laren, Nederland, 4577, Orm
Nl, Mr Peter Welsh, 2Roseville Cottages, Bangor, Co. Down, BT19 IBS, 4538,
Nl, Mr Steven Gorman, 21 Walnut Road, Larne, Co. Antrim, BT40 2WE, 4562, Serenity
OS, Mr Frank Mann, PO Box 484, North Conway, NH03860, USA, 4539, Katy
OS, Mr Dave Beverly, Johnston, C/Barcelona 22, Javea 03730, Alicante, Spain, 4563, Valkyrie II

OS, Mrs Joy, Lanham, Watermark Charter S.L., N.I.F. B-29728946, Oficina Capitania Apdo., Postal 383, Fuengirola 29640,
Malaga, Espana, 4565, Dawn Approach

OS, Mr Alexander, Hall, 53 Norfolk Street, Sliema, SLM 03, Malta, 4588, Orlando

SOL, Rev David Mumford, 6Whydown Place, Whydown, Bexhill on Sea, TN39 4RA, 4540,
SOL, Mr &Mrs Tony, Julia, Sharpies, 4Station Road, Park Gate, Southampton, S031 7GJ, 4541, Julia Mary
SOL, Mr Terry Webb, 3Stephenson Road, Cowes, Isle of Wight, P031 7PP, 4547,

SOL, Mr Brian, Pat, Riches, 28 Pook Lane, Warblington, Havant, Hants, POO 2TH, 4548, Ruffler
SOL, Mr David Ashley, The Silent Whistle, 13 Leigh Comon, Wimborne, Dorset, BH21 2DE, 4550, Sirius Star
SOL, Mr Don Wood, Springacre, Monument Lane, Lymington, Hants, S041 5SE, 4552, Windflower
SOL, Mr Alec Carpenter, Eastern Cottage, High Street, Yarmouth, I0W, P041 OPN, 4557, Avocet
SOL, Mr Bob Cole, 16a Newton Tony, Newton Tony, Salisbury, SP4 OHA, 4561, Spirit of Britannia
SOL, Mr Richard Parr, 3Regency Mews, High Street, Cowes, Isle of Wight, P031 7RS, 4578, Our Boys

shipwrights
Wooden Hull Repairs, Maintenance, Rebuilding,

Emergency Call Out -Reasonable Rates.

M E R L I N J A C K S O N
4 2 N O R T H D O W N R O A D

C L I F T O N V I L L E
M A R G A T E

K E N T

TEL: (MOBILE) 07989-520484

T S R I G G I N G LT D
Cooks Yard, Hythe Quay, Maldon, Essex, CM9 5HN

Te l : 0 1 6 2 1 8 7 4 8 6 1 F a x : 0 1 6 2 1 8 4 0 5 6 7

Web: www.tsrigging.co.uk Email: info@tsrigging.co.uk n
standing Rigging Running Rigging Guardwires

Hand Splicing Serving Mast Hoops Ash Blocks
Deadeyes Bullseyes

and much, much morel l

u

S P E C I A L I S T S I N C L A S S I C Y A C H T R I G G I N G PJ

COLIN FRAKE -Manufacturer &Supplier
♦Wooden Blocks, Deadeyes, Mast Hoops, Cordage and Rigging Accessories

♦Traditional Bronze and Galvanised Classic Yacht Fittings
and General Chandlery

♦ " T h e F a v e r s h a m " S o l i d F u e l S t o v e

Standard Quay,
Faversham, Kent, ME 13 7DS

P h o n e / F a x : 0 1 7 9 5 5 3 1 4 9 3

e - m a i l : s a I e s @ c o l i n f r a k e . c o . u k
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Restoration project
Teignmouth One Design. LOA 17ft built by Morgan Giles in 1949. Alovely old boat but one
that badly needs some attention. The deck has completely gone and she has been out of the
water for several years. Possibly bermudan at the start of her life but converted to gaff later.
Free to anyone who is genuinely prepared to restore her and give her anew lease of life.
Contact Bob Levien on 0845 345 1625 for further details.

Participation opportunity
Cloud Chaser is a35 foot gaff cutter built in ferro concrete 1986 at Heybridge Basin by
Colin Brookes. Currently she is based on the Tirrenean coast of Italy (since 1998) and is in
excellent shape, cruised regularly on this beautiful coastline. Iam now looking for someone
to share the expenses of keeping her. She is in asimple marina berth on the Tiber River, an
inexpensive location 10 minutes by car from Fiumicino airport Rome. Iam ideally looking
for someone with afamily who would like to cruise in the Med on their holidays. The boat is
very comfortable, sleeps up to 6, has all mod cons and is well equipped albeit in an old
fashioned way. If you have any ideas Iwould like to hear from you.
Brandino Rangoni telephone 0207 4986996 or email br.machiavelli@btopenworld.com

F & G P C O M M I T T E E M E E T I N G 1 9 T H F E B R U A R Y

-abriefing by Robert Holden -Hon Sec

The F&GP committee currently consists of the Cfficers of the Association listed on page
3of the Log plus members co-opted from Areas. The co-opted members revolve but are
presently Mike Shaw (Solent) and Peter Elliston (East Coast). Also members join the F&GP
as invited guests for one or two meetings. Dave Keller (Devon) and Mike Robertson (new
Waveney and Norfolk Area) joined meetings last year, and Rob Williamson from the East
Coast joined the February Meeting.

Awarm welcome was given to Lynn Slade our new Flon Treasurer and reports were heard
from the membership Secretary Peter Lyons, Nick Miller on matters concerning the Boat
Register and Phil Slade, Editor of the Gaffers Log about his plans to go all colour as from
the June issue. Phil also gave afinancial breakdown of the costs of doing so which was
requested by Dave Keller (Devon) at the Association committee meeting held prior to the
A G M .

Private Advertisements are free to OGA members. Non members please contact the Editor.
The review of CGA finances, as required by January’s AGM, was started upon, and will be
top priority for this year. Members of the Committee have agreat deal of work to do
between now and the next Meeting but Iam confident that we will be able to finalise the
increase in Subs for 2006 and Area Funding at the next F&GPC meeting in May. Details
will be published in the Gaffers Log.

*8edha Fiaher" 25 Iwi Gaff Clutter -tsal vessel designed and
buB our Own yardS I D F I S H E R A M Y D S A

F i s h e r & S o n

The Coppice Packhall Lane
B r i x h a m D e v o n T Q 5 O A X
Te l / F a x 0 1 8 0 3 8 5 5 9 7 5
Mob : 07796 335581

emai l : s id@fishersurveys.co.uk

Members of the F&GPC also discussed other topics, ranging from the report given to the
Department of Culture Media and Sport (see
item two Notice Board), CGA merchandise
prices, new items of merchandise to be
offered, anew membership list (also required
by the Association committee meeting in
January) and many others. The meeting
started at 10am and finished at 16.30pm and
on aSaturday!

f * -

HAVE YOUR BOAT SURVEYED by aSurveyor
who is also aMaster Boatbuilder (Ret’d).
Ex Professtional Skipper and practical Sailor,
specialising in Traditional Timber Craft
MCA Coding and tonnage measurements

M e m b e r s o f t h e F & G P a r e a l l v o l u n t e e r s

giving agood deal of their private time to
supporting the OGA and are happy to
oontinue to do so. So if you have something
on your mind, positive or negative, discuss it
with your Area Secretary and ask him to raise
i t w i t h u s . W e w i l l d o o u r b e s t t o r e s o l v e a l l

concerns raised in aconstructive way.

Michael Roope
Y A C H T S U R V E Y O R
Associate Member of the International Institute of Marine Surveying

13 Deer Park Road, Stoke Fleming,
Dartmouth, Devon TQ6 OQW
Te l & F a x 0 1 8 0 3 7 7 0 6 5 3

M o b i l e 0 7 7 1 0 2 2 3 6 8 1

e-ma i l m ichae l . roope@bt in temet .com

F l o w e v e r r e m e m b e r w e a r e a l l m e m b e r s o f

t h e C G A fi r s t a n d f o r e m o s t b e c a u s e w e l o v e

sailing and want time to do so -Even the
F & G P C ! Robert showing off his musicai skiiis after

t h e A G M
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M a r t o o n i

LOA 34ft 10ins beam 9ft draught 5ft 5ins.
Alan Buchanan design built by RJPrior
a n d S o n s B u r n h a m i n 1 9 5 9 . 4 b e r t h s .

Mahogany on oak. Decks teak on ply. Fully
equipped with much work completed by
Prior’s 1003/1004 including new keel bolts.
Sailed by the present owner since 1974 but
now looking for anew home to take her
forward. Lying Chichester harbour.

P R E S I D E N T ’ S A D D R E S S FULL<V

m b e r
Marine Surveyor Ltd ̂lO'This year, for the first time for anumber of years, we have our own elected Flon. Secretary.

Fie has been battling away getting to grips with avariety of tasks that secretaries are
expected to be able to solve. I, for one, cannot speak highly enough for what he has
achieved during his relatively short time in post. Thank you Robert -and your wife Jan -
who, as abonus, takes the minutes at various OGA meetings.

As you would expect, after the 40th Anniversary most Areas returned to their normal
sailing programme for 2004. There are however three pleasant new developments which I
should like to highlight.

Firstly, the small boat/Trailer Section of the OGA just formed this year and under the
management of Mike &Marlene Stevens, Vanessa Bird and Tessa Flodgkinson. During the
season they held events in six different locations and the section is growing in both
popularity and attention.

The second is the expansion of the display stands -the Association now has three. These
have been used this year to good effect for recruitment/publicity at YOGAFF (lOW), Beale
Park Boat Show, the Barrow in Furness Festival of the Sea and on the East Coast. Our
thanks for this go to Ron &Beth Hanson, Pete &Sue Farrer, Nick Miller, Barry Healas &his
partner, Mike Robertson and all their helpers.

Finally, but by no means least of the new activities, is the establishment of anew OGA
Area in Holland. This is something that has been talked about for anumber of years and
has now been achieved thanks to the hard work put in by Joachim and Julia, assisted and
encouraged by Jon Wainwright. We wish this new Area every success.

The demands of new Government legislation creeps into our sailing world more and more.
Most of us do not really want to know about such things, we just want to sail our boats.
However, there is aneed to keep up with such matters, hence there is abig thank you due
to the F&GP team for producing the Association ‘Procedure &Information Pack’ in April
this year, as well as other numerous non-sailing tasks to keep the Association running. I
want also to couple this with John Denner and the hours he has spent in discussion with
our Insurance Company resolving some very fundamental problems. Then again there are
the Area Committees -members and helpers who we do not always get to hear about.

What Iwant to bring to your attention is the hidden strength of the public face of the Old
Gaffers Association. This may be my address and me who is saying ‘thank you’ but we
should all be saying thank you to these people because it is they and others like them
who Ihave not mentioned who make it possible for the OGA to work.

One last word before Ifinish -1 think Phil Slade bringing colour into the Log has really
m a d e i t b u z z .

Thank you one and all and all the best of sailing in 2005.

D S A

t h o u t
n s i v e
ig all

^ i ' r e - i ' u r c n a s e s u r v e y s
^Condit ion Reports
^Structural Reports
^Insurance Surveys
$Damage Reports
^Repair Specifications

fTelephone James Colley on 02392 631439.

The Ed i to r p laces
advertisements in the Log in
good faith. Neither he, nor

the OGA, shall be held l iable
f o r t h e i r c o n t e n t a n d

a c c u r a c y .

Fax: 023 8045 3800 ^
M o b i l e : 0 7 8 3 6 2 4 2 0 7 5

T e l : 0 2 3 8 0 4 5 3 2 5 6

Email: oga@david'
U n i t l 4 , H a m b l e Ya .
P o r t H a m b l e , H a
S O U T H A M P T O N

S 0 3 I 4 N N

oi?
SV

JAVEA-SPAIN
Stay in aromantic converted

farmhouse set amidst orange groves.

Sail the stunning local bays
in a100 year old Oyster Smack.

Eat good food in arelaxed and
gracious environment.

Fidly inclusive breaks fi om £300.

Contact: 00 34 96 646 0330
or emai l cr istobel@wanadoo.es

George Jago
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W a n d e r e r Y a w l

Built 1994 15ft 6ins gaff cutter rigged day boat
Including mizzen and topsail. Epoxied marine planked
Clinker hull, wooden masts and spars, bowsprit and outrigger.
Full inventory. Alittle used and strikingly attractive boat that
sails really well with its flexible rig configurations to suit all
conditions Easily rowed. Outboard available if required.
Road trailer included. Lying near Winchester.
£3,950 ono
Contact terry Webb telephone 01983 209488 or 07850 619205.

M I N U T E S O F T H E A N N U A L G E N E R A L M E E T I N G
O F T H E O G A 2 0 0 5

The Cruising Association -Saturday 15th January 2005
Present: The President [George Jago] and 61 officers, members and associates of the
A s s o c i a t i o n .

The Meeting opened at 6.15pm. The President welcomed everyone and said that the
Officers had had avery productive Association Committee Meeting during the afternoon.
The Committee does keep our unique Association going. The President said that there
have been many changes since the OGA was formed, and now the OGA Committee has
to deal with increasing legislation -risk assessments, insurance, child protection etc,
much of which would have been covered by common sense in the past.

George told the Meeting that Brian Hammett [East Coast President] has been unwell and
is due to have aheart operation. A‘get well’ card is being sent by the Association
Committee. Jon Wainwright will be passing on everyone’s good wishes.

George said that he would stand as President for one more year, he would be 70 by the
n e x t A G M a n d f e e l s t h a t t h e t i m e h a s c o m e t o s t a n d d o w n . H e a s k e d M e m b e r s t o l o o k

toward electing anew President at the 2006 AGM.

1. Apologies
Frank Argal, Mike Collins, Charles Croydon, Alison Donovan Colin Edmund, Brian
Hammet, Graham Jenkins, John Kelly, Mike Lucas, Scott Metcalfe, Philip &Rose-Marie
Newman, Charles Payton, Clare Richardson, Fred and Angela Winstanley.

2a. Approval of Minutes of AGM held on 17th January 2004
Trevor Rawlinson queried item 5(Hon Treasurer’s report and presentation of accounts)

He said that the vote was not unanimous, but was carried by amajority.

The motion to approve the Minutes, subject to this amendment, was proposed by Dick
Dawson and seconded by Phil Slade. It was carried by amajority vote of the meeting.

2b. Proxy Votes An unusual situation has arisen -this had been discussed during the
Association Committee Meeting and East Coast Members wished the matter to be
brought before the AGM.

Following the mandate given by the East Coast Area of the OGA at its AGM in November
2004, Brian Hammett [Area President] wished to place aproposal regarding finance before
the National AGM. (The Hon Secretary had received notice of this proposal too late for it
to be included on the AGM Agenda.)

Anumber of East Coast Members, unable to attend the AGM, indicated they wish to use a
proxy vote in favour of the proposal. The matter of proxy voting provoked much
discussion -the main points raised were as follows:-

●Pat Dawson -other areas may not have thought of putting in proxy votes
● P a t D a w s o n - t h e m a t t e r s h o u l d b e f o r m a l i s e d f o r t h e f u t u r e

●Jon Wainwright (EC) said the votes had not been trawled for
●Phil Slade -if proxy votes, then they must be used for all items on the Agenda
●Dick Dawson -agreed -Members cannot use aproxy vote on just one item -would

have to abstain on other items they did not know were going to be raised
●Peter Lyons -not in rules, not written down
●Jon Wainwright -wanted point of view voted upon

T e r n

Built 1897 Belfast Lough One Design by WM Fife
Complete rebuild by Ocean Yacht Oompany Truro.
Complete interior refit 2001 by Penryn Boatyard Falmouth.
27hp Yanmar diesel fitted 2001. Complete new wardrobe
of sails by SKB Sails Penryn.
Price on application.
Contact Jon Baigent Telephone 07768 848137 or email
Access@alps-uk.com

D r a s c o m b e P e t e r b o a t C e l t i c W i t c h

Designed by JWatkinson. Built 1985 by John Kerr
LOA 19ft 6ins beam 6ft 6ins draught 15ins plate up 4ft 6ins
d o w n .

Bruynzeel marine ply construction, gunter sloop rigged.
6hp outboard mounted in well. Piggy back trailer. Lying
Blackwater Sailing Club, Heybridge, Essex.
£5 ,000
Contact Anna Roberts telephone 01621 857466

Walker Tideway Super No 2284 ‘Jack’
Classic mahogany on oak 12 foot varnished clinker dinghy. ‘Super’ model with side decks,
stern locker and bronze fittings. Some TLC in the form of complete re-varnishing needed.
G o o d r o a d t r a i l e r i n c l u d e d . P r i c e £ 1 0 0 0 .

Also 7foot pram dinghy, copper fastened mahogany which needs finishing. Price £200.
Telephone David Brown on 01792 371625 (Gower, South Wales)

N e l l i e S U 7 1

Built 1863 by Dan Hatcher. Now completely restored. Visit Nellie’s home @
www.wicormarine.co.uk/Nellie or telephone 01983 761942.
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●George Jago summed up -the proposal had been discussed at the Committee Meeting

and would be raised at the AGM at the appropriate point -but some members still felt
that the matter of proxy votes should be discussed at the AGM

David Godsal proposed that proxy votes should not be allowed unless prior notice was
given to all Members. This was seconded by Dick Dawson. The proposal was carried by a
majority of members present at the AGM, with 3against and 5abstentions.

3. Matters Arising from the Previous Minutes
O G A I n s u r a n c e G r a h a m W a d e s o n r e f e r r e d t o t h e m a t t e r o f i n s u r a n c e w h i c h h e r a i s e d a t

the 2004 AGM -asked what had been discovered. George Jago said that John Denner
had put in agood deal of effort on behalf of the OGA insurance and yes, all officers and
members of the Association are covered. George continued by saying that alarge
contingency fund was needed as the OGA does not have any assets, only cash. This is in
line with RYA advice -several other associations have had insurance stopped as they do
not have alarge enough contingency fund and no assets. At the moment we are looking
at this money (£40,000) to retain credibility. We are asailing organisation, and the AGM is
a‘clearing house’. The RYA says insurance companies are looking for any excuse not to
o f f e r i n s u r a n c e c o v e r .

Thanks to John Denner for negotiating the insurance minefield on behalf of the OGA
4 . P r e s i d e n t ’ s A d d r e s s

This will be printed in full elsewhere in Gaffers Log.

5. Hon Treasurer’s Report and Presentation of Accounts
David Godsal reported that he had endeavoured to tidy up the collection of subscriptions,
but members need to be encouraged to pay by direct debit. Some members paying by
standing orders are not paying the correct rate. David urged the next Hon Treasurer to
request Area Secretaries to try to enforce payment by direct debit.

Denise Rawlinson -EC Treasurer -asked for details of debtors -£662. David explained
that £428 was due from adverts in OGA publications, and £234 commission for insurance.

The increase cost of Gaffers Log is mainly due to postage.

The motion to adopt the accounts for the year ended 30th September 2004 was proposed
by Nick Miller and seconded by Mike Stevens. It was carried unanimously by avote at the
meeting.

On standing down as Hon Treasurer, David Godsal thanked all officers and members for
all their help during his time as treasurer -this had made his life ‘possible’.

Norman Mikkelsen proposed avote of thanks from the floor to David -this was met with a
round of applause.
6 . A n n o u n c e m e n t o f A w a r d s

6a. Cape Horn Trophy

This trophy was not awarded this year, as no nominations had been received by the
adjudicators, (Tom Cunliffe and Richard Woodman). The President said it would be a
shame to let trophy lapse -which is awarded for good seamanship. The President invited
everyone to consider putting names of suitable members forward in 2006. Sue Farrer
brought the trophy along to the AGM and showed it off to the meeting (in unique style!)

6b. David Cade Memorial Trophy
Alison Cade presented this trophy at the 2003 AGM, to be awarded to amember who has
done something special, ‘over and above his/her normal duties’ to promote the OGA. The

H a v s u l e

Shetland Fourern by Ian Cooper built 1978
Long keel. Tiller steering. 3.5hp outboard.
Spritsail rig with furling headsaii and dipping lug option.
Fully equipped with road trailer lying Hamble.
£ 4 , 7 5 0
Contact David &Christine Hopkins
Telephone 02380 453256 /02380 402583

Thames One Design -Ana Christina
16ft 6ins LOA Clinker gaff rigged day boat.
Fully equipped including boom up cover/tent
And flat cover. Brand new set of sails by East Coast
Sails. Brand new trailer, less than 250 miles, never dunked.
4hp Seagull outboard.
Areal Classic boat in very good condition.
£3,500 ono
Contact Graeme Leaper telephone 01621 785551

Ay e s h a
1922 gaff cutter built by Aldous. Major refit 2000.
LOD 40ft beam 8ft 6ins draught 5ft 9ins.
New mast and spars, sails and standing rigging.
New project forces sale.
£29 ,950
Contact Jack Jennings telephone 07973 472949
O r 0 1 2 0 4 3 0 3 5 3 6

Oysterman 16 Gaff Cutter
LOD 16ft LOA 22ft Draught 3ft Deadweight 1,814 kg
Designed by Paul Gartside and built by Riverside Products
of Penryn in 1983. GRP hull and deck, Columbian pine
spars. Sails by James Lawrence (2000).Twin Wycombe
M a r t i n f u r l e r s . Y a n m a r 1 G M 1 0 . D o u b l e - a x l e r o a d t r a i l e r .

Two berths, cooker, chemical heads, twin batter ies. Al l
very well maintained.
£9,500 o.n.o.
Contact Mark Chapman telephone 023 8045 6788
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F&GPC adjudicates who should receive the award.

George Jago said of this year’s recipient -

‘He first set up the Northern Ireland Area, before
moving to Devon. He was then asked to put his
efforts in promoting the OGA in Bristol Channel
area. He has avery professional approach, always
happy and his Newsletters are ajoy’.

The meeting resoundingly endorsed the
presentation of the David Cade Memorial Trophy to
A l a n H i d d e n .

6 c . S p e c i a l a w a r d
Finally on behalf of the membership as awhole
George was pleased to present an award to the
retiring treasurer, David Godsal, in thanks for his
efforts over many years of service to the OGA.

4 0 f o o t G a f f K e t c h ' A n n e l i s '
Designed by Percy Dalton. Built 1987 one owner from new.
50ft LOA 40ft LOD 12ft.3ins beam 6ft draught
Full inventory for blue water cruising
46hp Thorneycroft diesel
6 b e r t h s i n t h r e e c a b i n s

Pr ice £35,950.00
Contact Mr Alan Londesborough telephone 01752 862655 (UK)
00 34 606 124824 (Spain)

S t e l l a A n n e

uDanish Kotter, ex Seine net trawler built 1956 oak on
o a k .

Fully converted for adventure cruising. 10 berths.
LOA 62ft beam 20ft draught 9ft. Gardner 8L3B/Lister
Diesels. Avon RIB with 50hp Yamaha outboard. Tender
With outboard. Lying Weymouth.
£75 ,000
Contact Simon Duff telephone 01460 220731 or 07974
653329 or email simonduff.eng@vlrgln.net

5 ■'i

4 m George Jago presenting Alan
H i d d e n w i t h t h e D a v i d C a d e

Memorial Trophy

7. Proposed Rule Changes

7a. Rule 5Expulsion The F&GPC
were charged to review and
recommend change if necessary. It
was suggested that the rule should
n o t b e t o o c o n t e n t i o u s . C n a d v i c e

from the RYA, individual Areas
would not be responsible for dealing
with the matter of expulsion, rather
any Area in this position should
bring the matter to the attention of
the Hon Secretary to be dealt with
at National level. (All CGA Members
a r e m e m b e r s o f b o t h t h e N a t i o n a l

CGA and Individual Areas). The proposed rule, as follows Is taken from Sport England:-

Any member not complying with the Rules of the Association, or said to be guilty of
conduct injurious to the good name of the Association shall be liable to expulsion. In
such an event the matter shall be brought to the attention of the Association Hon
Secretary by the Area concerned. The Hon Secretary shall form aspecial committee of
five persons taken from Area Presidents, Area Secretaries or full members of the F&GP
Committee, so long as they have no connection In any way with the matter raised. Both
the Area concerned and the person concerned shall now make written representation
to the Association Hon Secretary for distribution. At an agreed date, but no longer than
six months from the first written submission, the special committee shall meet. Both
parties shall be invited to attend. The special committee, having had the opportunity to
investigate the matter fully will, on amajority vote, have the authority to expel, or not
expel, the person concerned.

George Jago said that most rules go back along time and there had only been two

iWB-.T
.

\

I r m g a r d
G a f f c u t t e r b u i l t 1 9 5 0 o a k o n o a k .

4berths In two cabins. Well equipped, comfortable,
dry cruising boat In good condition. Cngoing project
f o r c e s s a l e .

£20,500 ono.
Contact John Duncan telephone 07879 810038

For services rendered. George Jago presenting an
a w a r d t o D a v i d G o d s a l f o r h i s e f f o r t s o n b e h a l f o f

the Association over many years

T h e t a

Tamarisk 29 gaff cutter (+ bowsprit) x9x5long keel.
Built 1982 GRP hull by Cygnus. Fitted out In hardwood.
Wooden mast and spars New teak deck 1998. Yanmar
15hp diesel. S/steel standard rigging. Electrics upgraded
1998. Aluminium legs. Well maintained lying Guernsey.
£30 ,000
Contact Steve Morris telephone 01481 257671
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instances in the last 40 years of members being expelled. The meeting discussed the
proposed Rule Change. Dave Keller queried if it was aconscious decision to exclude the
Hon Secretary and National President from the special committee in the case of appeal.
The Hon Secretary confirmed this and said that any such matter would be treated
discretely and fairly.

The motion to adopt the New Rule 5-Expulsion was proposed by Irene Aston and
seconded by Tim Dodwell. There was one vote against and no abstentions. The motion
was carried by amajority vote at the meeting .
7 b . N e w R u l e 1 3 - D i s s o l u t i o n

The President said if the Meeting did not approve this new Rule, there would be no OGA
I n s u r a n c e C o v e r .

13.1 If, at any General Meeting of the Association, aresolution be passed calling for
the dissolution of the Association, the Hon Secretary shall immediately convene a
Special General Meeting of the Association to be held not less than one month
t h e r e a f t e r t o d i s c u s s a n d v o t e o n t h e r e s o l u t i o n .

13.2 If, at that Special General Meeting, the resolution is carried by at least two-thirds
of the Full Members present at the meeting, the General Committee shall thereupon, or
at such date as shall have been specified in the resolution, proceed to realise the
assets of the Association and discharge all debts and liabilities of the Association.

13.3 After discharging all debts and liabilities of the Association, the remaining assets
shall not be paid or distributed amongst the Full Members of the Association, but shall
be given or transferred to some other voluntary organisation having objectives similar to
t h o s e o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n .

Previous OGA Rule 13 -Interpretation -will now become Rule 14

Abrief discussion followed. It was considered that one month would be enough time to
convene the Special Meeting, and it was confirmed that aFull Member was someone who
had paid acurrent subscription. It was suggested that the Rule would protect the OGA
and the Association would not lose by having it.

The motion to adopt the new Rule 13 was proposed by Jon Walnwright and seconded by
Mike Robertson and carried unanimously.
8 . E l e c t i o n o f O f fi c e r s

Honorary Treasurer George Jago, said that one candidate had come forward and he
proposed Lynn Slade for the post of Hon Treasurer. This was seconded by Robert Holden.
George asked if there were any questions and Lynn was asked to introduce herself to the
meeting. The proposal was carried unanimously.

9. Review of Association Finance and Proposed Changes to Membership Fees
Amandate is required from members at this AGM to enable the F&GPC to review the
Association finances and to increase subscriptions by up to 25%. The President said that
anumber of issues had been raised at the Association Committee Meeting, which would
require funding:
●Gaffers Log is to be produced in full colour
●The Association Procedures Pack to be reviewed and kept up to date
●Anew Membership List to be produced and kept up to date
●Arev iew o f the most e f fec t ive methods o f communica t ion , w i th in and outs ide the

A s s o c i a t i o n

●Aproposal had been received from the East Coast Area regarding increase in
subscriptions and subsequent allocation of aproportion of the subs to Areas

W i n d c h i m e

17ft gaff rigged sailing cruiser.
Perfect condition. Large inventory.
CAN good road trailer.
£7 ,000 .00 .
Telephone Roger Rudman on 01902 372992.

Tregatreath
Falmouth working boat LOD 23ft LOA 32ft
Beam 7ft lOins draught 4ft 6ins.
Heard (Gaffers and Luggers) GRP hull 1987.
Short cabin version, large cockpit. Volvo Penta 2002 18hp.
Good sail wardrobe. Well fitted out with many bronze and brass
fittings. Lying R.Tamar Plymouth.
£20,500 ovno.
John Forster telephone 07970 577386 or email
watermusic@supanet.com

E i l e n
I n t e r n a t i o n a l 6 m e t r e b u i l t F r a n c e 1 9 2 6

Fully restored 2000-2002.
Original Marconi Rig. LOA 34ft 6ins.
Hull and deck epoxy sheathed, auto pilot,
Depth sounder, compass, 3.3hp outboard.
G a l e H e a r d s a i l s .

High speed road trailer.
£15,000 ovno
Jock Smith telephone 01206 250481 or 07885 256667

M a r t a

Morecambe Bay Prawner
32ft gaff cutter believed built Crossfields circa 1926.
Fully fitted out. Very original.
4berths. Volvo engine. Avon inflatable and Seagull
outboard. Lying ashore at Calstock, River Tamar.
£ 11 , 0 0 0
Contact Mike Forewood telephone 01822 833882
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Dubl in Bay
A C h a r a

George Jago said that, following the review of Insurance, the Association now needs to
review finances. Rob Williamson addressed the meeting regarding the mandate given by
t h e E a s t C o a s t A r e a a t i t ’ s A G M i n N o v e m b e r 2 0 0 4 .

Members discussed the matter of finance and subscriptions, and the following points
w e r e m a d e : -

●majority of Members believe subs are extremely low.
● i t a s s u m e d t h a t s u b s a r e f o r b e n e fi t o f a l l M e m b e r s .

●some members felt that the face of the OGA is the Areas, not Central and not F&GP
●The President commented that the OGA is alarge organisation, and the F&GPC is

needed to deal with the ‘nitty gritty’ of OGA business.
●The proposal from the East Coast would be enshrined in the review of Association

fi n a n c e .

●Members would be kept informed of how the review is progressing via the Log

It was finally proposed that:-

1. The F&GPC to review the Association financial procedures -taking the East Coast
proposal into account.

2. The F&GPC shall fix the subscription for 2006 -this shall not exceed an increase of
2 5 % .

Proposed by Pat Dawson. Seconded by Alan Flidden. Carried unanimously by avote at
the meeting.

1 0 . A n y O t h e r B u s i n e s s

Photograph Competi t ion
Peter Lyons encouraged members to send in entries for the Competition.

Membership List -The F&GPC was asked to consider reprinting the Membership List
every year, listing the Association Officers and new members

Sailing Sub Committee ‘Sailing not Politics’ Jon Wainwright has written to all Area
Secretaries with aview to forming the Sailing Sub-committee. The first meeting will be to
do with sailing rules etc. Jon is looking towards ameeting in February.

Heritage Afloat The two new OGA representatives on FIA are Hannah Cunliffe and Cole
Manson. Heritage Link -looking at confederation, not just Maritime. Some concerns that
decision for Lottery dispersal moved to Government -not something welcomed by OGA

Fuel Concession It was noted that duty free fuel for boating is coming to an end!

Financial and General Purposes Committee
Following arequest for F&GPC Minutes to be placed on the website, Robert Holden said
that these are already available to all Members via the Area Secretaries.

Proxy Votes -Peter Lyons requested that these Minutes reflect that the issue of proxy
voting would be considered by the F&GPC. He felt Members should be encouraged to
attend Annual General Meetings and vote in person.

George Jago requested Members to ensure that proposals are received by the Hon
Secretary in good time prior to an AGM

Closing Remarks
George Jago reminded the meeting that he would be standing down as President at the
n e x t A G M

The Meeting Closed at 8.20pm

Dublin Bay had it’s ups and downs over the last year. Our house is alittle better organised
now and we are looking forward to 2005 with the Tall Ships starting in Waterford, and our
planned Sail Around Ireland directly afterwards.

With the Howth Traditional Sail Festival cancelled because of insurance problems, which, I
believe have now been solved, we functioned at avery low key. On the plus side of life we
h e l d a f u n d r a i s e r i n t h e P i e r H o u s e a t H o w t h f o r t h e R N L I . W i t h S i m o n o f B l u e A n c h o r

fame and alocal Looe Lugger in attendance we had agreat weekend, and DBOGA raised
over 5,300 Euros (approximately £3,500) for the RNLI.

Michael Prior and myself attended avery important meeting of our Heritage Council. At
the meeting we voiced our views on what we perceive to be traditional boating in Ireland
and how it should proceed. We got alot of backing from most of the people who
attended. Tom McSweeney (Sea Scapes) gave us radio coverage and interviewed us, fully
agreeing with our arguments and views. John Keiron curator of Liverpool Maritime
Museum was present with other people from our museums. The Asgard project was
brought up which In my capacity As Hon Treasurer ARP Ireplied to although it fell on deaf
ears. Keiron’s slick video presentation on the day was not relevant in the least to our
traditional boat situation over here, and Idoubt if he will be over for are-match in the near
f u t u r e .

Seven of our boats made it over to Brest, stopping off in the Scilly Isles and Camaret on
the way and Camaret, Ushant, Newlyn and Kilomore Quay on the way back. It was a
pleasure to take part again and to see all the OGA flags and burgees flying. With all these
boats present it showed how over the years the OGA has gone from strength to strength,
long may it go on.

M i c k B e n t h a m

t

DBOGA present the RNLI with acheque for 5,300 Euros
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T H E O L D G A F F E R S A S S O C I A T I O N

I N C O M E & E X P E N D I T U R E A C C O U N T

for the year ended 30th September 2004

T H E O L D G A F F E R S A S S O C I A T I O N

B A L A N C E S H E E T

as at 30th September 2004

Of course, in the Trailer Section there is also the
need to consider the trailer and camping gear.
Already there is that indefinable air of expectancy,
Summer is not so far away.

2005 promises to be agood year for the trailer sailor,
even if the weather does not turn out to be so good.
Besides the three rallies run directly by the section at
Clywedog and Ullswater, there will be small boat
events run by Conwy North Wales at Derwentwater,
T h e E a s t C o a s t A r e a w i l l h a v e t h e i r f a m o u s

SWAMAZONS, Chichester Harbour will be arranging
arally and now Bristol Channel Area are offering two,
o n e a t I n s t o w a n d o n e a t C a r d i f f .

Also, there are two other events with OGA
participation, one on the Thames at Lechlade and
one in Dell Quay Harbour.

Surprisingly, none of this has been planned in any orderly fashion, but has just come into
existence because of the good will of many people and most importantly, members
putting themselves forward to take on the task. The trailer section exists mainly as a
resource centre to advise Areas who are contemplating organising small boat events. The
section cannot run all the events and it is gratifying to see the areas running their own.

If you have not yet been to asmall boat rally, but fancy the idea, why not come along and
take alook. Bring abuoyancy aid, you never know your luck, someone will probably need
a c r e w .

You will be able to see that small boats are essentially all about having fun, we do not like
to take ourselves too seriously, as you will find out if you see arace. What you will see, is
for the gaffer, asight for sore eyes. Suddenly, astretch of water that most weeks of the
year sports white plastic with white pointy sails, comes alive with real boats, all colours
under the sun, most of them made from wood. Even the local sailors tell us how much
they appreciate the sight. Last Summer, as the OGA sailed up the River Taw from Instow
to Bideford, Icould see quite afew non-sailing types photographing and videoing us, so
we must look impressive!

2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3 2 0 0 4 2 0 0 3

e £ C U R R E N T A S S E T S

Bank Deposit Account
- B a r c l a y s

B a n k C u r r e n t
A c c o u n t s

Cheques &
c a s h i n h a n d
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D e b t o r s

I N C O M E

Subscriptions
& d o n a t i o n s

I n s u r a n c e c o m m i s s i o n

Bank interest (nett)
Regalia surplus (loss)
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Bristol Channel Area Secretary's.
Flagship leads the fleet at InstowE X P E N D I T U R E

Gaffers Logs (Newsletters)
inc. postage
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p o s t a g e
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“Stationery, post
&te lephone

Area funding
Printing
D o n a t i o n - R N L I
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Photographic
competition prize

H i r e o f r o o m s

I n s u r a n c e

Liability insurance
Subscript ion -RYA
Subscription -Heritage

A fl o a t

Bank charges
E x h i b i t i o n c o s t s

Advertising costs
Secretarial &computer

s u p p o r t
I n t e r n e t W e b s i t e

operating costs

C U R R E N T L I A B I L I T I E S
C r e d i t o r s

Corporation Tax
- o n b a n k i n t e r e s t
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8 4 2
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1 ,921
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B a l a n c e f r o m

previous year
Surplus (Loss)

for the year
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2 8 3 2 5 0 6 4 0 5 5 2

1 8 12 3 6

4 9 5 3 4 3 , 4 0 4 4 2 , 7 6 4
7 5 0 2 7 5

7 0 6 7
These accounts are those of the Centra l
Commi t tee o f the Assoc ia t ion and do no t

incorporate the assets and liabilities of Area
C o m m i t t e e s .

6 0 6 0
Imust put in asmall blurb here for the Beale
Park Boat Show held at Pangbourne near
Reading, in June. This show must be the
Mecca for the trailer sailor, plenty of wooden
dinghies on show, none of the big boat show
ambience and slickness, just boat builders,
mostly on their own, showing their wares. The
OGA will have astand there, so if you come,
be sure to call in on us and grab acoffee.

For further details of any of the above, either
give me acall or see the events list In this
magazine.

2 6 2 2 2 4

8 0 1 1 2 0
D.J . Godsa l , Hon . Treasure r6 3 5

Ihave exam ined t he financ ia l s t a temen ts on

pages 1and 2. They are in agreement with the
books and vouchers presented to me. In my
opinion the financial statements give atrue and
fair v iew of the Associat ion’s affairs at 30th

September 2004 and of its surplus for the year
t h e n e n d e d .

2 , 2 1 8 3 , 0 0 0

7 1 1 6 7

2 5 , 8 2 3 2 2 , 2 1 2

Excess(Deficit) of
I n c o m e o v e r

Expenditure

W. R . R e a d , H o n . A u d i t o r

6 4 0 5 5 2 Picnic on St Herbert’s Island,
D e r w e n t w a t e r Mike Stevens, Area Secretary2 6 , 4 6 3 2 2 , 7 6 4



l A r o u n d t h e A r e a s Gaffers Log
With Nelson’s roots in our region we hope to welcome members from other areas to
celebrate the 200th Anniversary of Trafalgar. Happy sailing to ail!

H e l l o f r o m t h e N e w A s s o c i a t i o n T r e a s u r e r

D e a r M e m b e r s

Ishould like to introduce myself -the OGA’s new Honorary Treasurer, with effect from the
AGM on 15th January 2005. Those of you who have already read (avidly Iam sure) the
AGM minutes will be aware of the change of Treasurer, but Isuspect many of you will have
skipped through those pages to “read at alater date”!
My name is Lynn Slade. Yes, no coincidence, Iam the wife of Phil, the Gaffers Log Editor,
and Iam contactable on the same address, phone number and e-mail address as Phil,
should anyone wish to discuss “matters financial” with me.

On everyone’s behalf Ishould like to echo the thanks given at the AGM to David Godsal,
who fulfilled this role for many years. He patiently explained to me how the books were
kept for the Association’s 40+ years (painstakingly by hand) and he kindly passed over a
number of large boxes overflowing with papers, which he promised me were only from the
last couple of years!

Another big thank you to Russell Read, who for many years has audited the annual
accounts for the OGA. Russell has decided to spend more of his time restoring his boat
“Charm” and Iwish him all the best with the continuation of this project. Fortunately
another volunteer has come forward to act as “Independent Examiner” (apparently we
may no longer use the term “Auditor”) of the accounts and Ithank and look forward to
working with John Baddeley, aretired Chartered Accountant and enthusiastic OGA
member, in October after the financial year end.

More unsung heros/heroines with whom Ilook forward to working, and hopefully meeting,
are the Area Treasurers, who to my mind hide their lights! Iwould ask all Area Treasurers
to contact me, so that Iknow who and where you are, with your e-mail addresses if
possible. Ishould like to form an e-mail address list so that Ican contact you with
questions and queries, ideas and knowledge sharing.

Part of my role is to sit on the Finance and General Purposes Committee. Ihave spent
several years as CEO of alocal Chamber of Commerce as well as General Manager of a
local Business Link. Ibelieve this has given me the necessary experience to put members’
requirements and wishes first and foremost, at the same time taking asensible viewpoint
on the applicability of decisions made. At the AGM, the F&GP were tasked to look into a
potential increase of subscriptions from January 2006 and into the feasibility of returning a
proportion of those subscriptions to the Areas. Isuspect this will take up much of the
Committee’s time in the forthcoming year but Ilook forward to the debate and to helping
t h e F & G P r e a c h t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s .

As most of the OGA income is derived from membership subscription, Ishall be working
very closely with Peter Lyons, Membership Secretary. Between us we hope to make
subscription payment easy. Should you have any problems with your membership or you
know of anyone who has not been receiving his/her Gaffers Log for any reason, this may
mean their membership payment has slipped the system somewhere. Let me know and
together Peter and Iwill sort it out.

Jon Wainwright, Area Secretary

T h e N e t h e r l a n d s

This new branch of the OGA family has worked hard during 2004 trying to make things run
smoothly; inside The Netherlands as well as between the Dutch branch and our English
mother. It turned out that, in order to operate on legal grounds and to receive approval of
the insurance companies, we cannot just be an another area like the different British
area’s. We have to form our own club which means we need to go and see apublic notary
and get an official acknowledgement as an association; with our own autonomous club’s
officers, members, meetings, objectives and responsibilities.

Alot more work and alot more responsibility and all that because the law on the
Continent differs from the British law. (How about getting European?)

Our first official meeting will be on the 12th of March. It will be apleasant (pub) meeting
w i t h d r i n k s a n d f o o d a f t e r w a r d s .

Plans for the rest of the season are: start of season weekend, Enkhuizen, May 13-16,
consisting of arace on Saturday, pub meeting and prize giving afterwards and apassage
race on Sunday to Trintelhaven where we will meet our friends from VKSJ (mainly classic
Bermudan’s) for ajoint meal.

Some of us will come to Brightlingsea June 11, where Ragamuffin has to uphold her
Trophy.

Then we have THE SHIPMATE’S (DUTCH) CLASSIC (YACHT) REGATTA in Hellevoetsluis,
July 28 -31; including the FIRST CONTINENTAL OLD GAFFERS’ RACE,

Saturday on the Haringviiet. English, Belgian and Dutch Old Gaffers make sure to be there!

You can enter this race without having to take part in the Classic Regatta. More details
elsewhere in this Log.

Following the DC we are planning arally in Zeeland. All English Gaffs are friendly invited to
come along. Let’s have some fun folks!

The end of season will be arace in Enkhuizen again, September 17-18. together with our
VKSJ friends and the Kotter Club as well. This means Enkhuizen harbour will be filled with

just Gaffers and Classic yachts! Ain’t that asight.

Molly Vingerhoets, Dutch Area Vice Secretary.

T r a i l e r S e c t i o n

The cold early months of the year are the time when most people wish they had
hibernated, but for us sailors, the passing of the winter solstice turns our thoughts to the
coming sailing season. The sailing magazines start to publish articles on fitting out,
making necessary repairs etc.

Lynn Slade -Hon. Treasurer



Around the Areas HN o t i c e B o a r d

E a s t C o a s t

The 2004 Season ended with aRally at Woolverstone, together with aproductive and well
attended AGM and an excellent party afterwards. Cruising Trophies went to Peter Butler
for his Baltic Cruise and Graham Jenkins, whilst the Points Series went to the much
maligned Deva for gaff, and MASolitude for the Classic Bermudans.We had amajor crisis
with an area presidential heart attack in January 2005, which combined not very
conveniently with afirst lady illness, but Brian’s ticker is firing on all four again, and Lorna
is doing well too!

Iseem to say it every year, but yes, again we have alot planned for the area in 2005!
However, we have spread the days more evenly, and more of the events are in holiday
times. There’s alot more for open boats, with specific events at Wrabness (Easter Bunny),
Brightlingsea (evening series) and of course Swamazons- about 10 days, apart from what
might be done in the August Classics, and other events which may occur during the
s e a s o n .

For the cruisers we start with Foulness on the first weekend in May. There is something
very special about anchoring off the Island and walking through the fields to the little pub.
This event is followed by the Crouch Rally at the end of May, as part of the Royal
Burnham Whitsun Regatta.

Then we have Brigaff 05, which with the help of some special funding is now being
extended by aweek into the Colne and Blackwater Festival of the Seal The first part will
follow the lines of last year’s Brigaff, with the Osea Race (10 June), the East Coast Old
Gaffers Race (11th June), Parade of Sail to Wivenhoe (12th June) and Mersea Sea Food
Picnic (13th June). Then for the rest of the week, in the late afternoon and evening there
will be racing for open boats. We hope to encourage some large sailing vessels to come
over from mainland Europe, as well as local barges. Watch out for developments on this
event- it is going to be big!

Southwold Festival of the Sea is astand alone event this year. The Passage Race from
Harwich is on Thursday 14 July, followed by Lowestoft visit on Friday, the Sole Bay Race
being on Saturday off Southwold on Saturday 16 July. As last year there will be lots laid on
ashore, both on the Quayside and in the beautiful little town. It is hoped anumber of
Dutch and Solent based vessels will attend, on their way to the Dutch Classics.

The “Swamazons” event is the OGA event for open boats. Based on the Walton
Backwaters made famous by Arthur Ransome, Saturday 23rd July is the day for the
“Round the Islands” race for open boats, and on Sunday there is always aspecial event,
often involving Treasure Hunts or hunting pirates. Facilities for launching, camping and B&
Bare all readily available for the trailer sailors, and the whole event is wonderfully run for
the benefit of old and young gaffers by Tessa and Stuart.

About afortnight later you will be itching to get back to gaffering again! And guess what,
we have the August East Coast Classics, 21-28 August. There are several big trophies for
races to be handed out, but as you know the Classics is essentially atouring festival. As
the racing season comes to aclose, we go back to our OGA roots at Maldon for the Town
Regatta and OGA Anniversary Rally on 24th September. The final rally is at Woolverstone
in November, date to be advised. At the party ashore awards for Cruising Logs will be
made also. (Details of all events on eastcoastclassics.co.uk.)

Aplea from the Membership Secretary
Having survived my first turnover from one year to the next, Iwould like to thank all of you Gaffers
who have signed up for the Direct Debit system. The hours and hours of work that this saves the
Hon Treasurer and myself cannot be over-emphasised. Iwould ask that any of you who are still
using the cheque payment system or standing order please consider changing. DD Forms can
easily be obtained and sent to me for new members and for existing members to Lynn Slade, so
that next year this turnover period does not become another nightmare. Iam going to leave this
computer now and fit my new engine. Ihope all of you Gaffers have agood sailing season.

Peter Lyons -Hon. Membership Secretary.

Sec’s Wanderings -or the diary of the Hon Sec.
Life was expected to get abit easier once the 15th January OGA AGM had been held. Avisit to
the Bristol Channel Area’s AGM on Saturday 29th Jan, aMedway and North Kent (MNK) Area Pub
Meet the following Saturday and aMNK representation at Chatham Dockyard for possible MNK
participation in the August Bank Holiday Chatham Maritime Festival, with ascheduled F&GP
Meeting for the middle of February being the only activities diary’d up to the end of March.
Jan and Iwere pleased to attend the Bristol Channel Area AGM, which was well attended given
the large area they cover and very enjoyable it was as well. Clearly alot of work had been put in
to place the area on amore regularised footing, with aproper committee to relieve poor Alan
Hidden of the pretty near sole running of the area. Thank you Alan for inviting us and
congratulations to all on the new committee.
Butttt.... along the way comes anew ‘Inquiry’ from the Department of Culture Media and Sport
dated 18th January with adosing date for submissions of 31st Jan -amere two weeks! This new
inquiry is about ‘Maritime Heritage and Historic Ships’ and finding away forward to recognise and
support this neglected area of our nations heritage. Their ‘Terms of Reference’ document says
about the Inquiry “...will examine the strategy, administration and resources aimed at implementing
the Government’s stated policy of preserving “the best of the ... maritime heritage’’.
So, drop everything. And we did -and managed to get our response sent in by the deadline. This
was followed up by attending the Oral Submissions part of the Inquiry held at the Palace of
Westminster on Wed 2nd February, just two days after the written submissions closing date. The
oral presentations included anews release read by the Rt Hon Lord McIntosh -Parliamentary
Under-Secretary of State -that announced the establishment of aNational Historic Ships Unit
(NHSU). This is to be funded by government with a£100,000 sum being allocated for its first year
rising to £170,000 in the second year. At least It’s astart.
One of the more revealing things that raised afew eyebrows on all sides -seemingly also Carol
Souters -Director of ‘The Heritage Lottery Fund’, came when Richard Doughty of the Cutty Sark
Trust revealed that they are expecting to be awarded anice £11.75m from the Heritage Lottery,
but, under legislation just come into force, will now be liable for ‘VAT’ which will remove nearly
£ 4 m f r o m t h e i r u s e .

Although the concentration was on ships, rather than smaller craft, there is an acknowledgement
that the National Register of Historic Ships needs expanding downwards to include vessels of less
than 40ft -alesser cut off size was not mentioned. Discussion moved on to discuss the finding of
auniversity to take this up where the University of St Andrews left off, having completed the
original brief. Current thinking is to approach the University of Greenwich, established at Chatham
in the old Naval Buildings -that includes the magnificent ‘Chatham Dockyard Officers Wardroom’.
Thanks must go to Classic Boat magazine for informing us of the existence of this new
inquiry. We in turn being able to inform Heritage Afloat and the Association of Dunkirk Little
Ships for them to act as they see fit. Heritage Afloat also attended the Oral Inquiry.

Robert Holden -Hon Secretary
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D e v o n

J A M E S L A W R E N C E
S A I L M A K E R S

Didn’t we do well, in the last issue of the Log? Apart from our Devon News page, there
were three photos, five pages of articles, three letters and an advert, all provided by Devon
Gaffers! We shall have to watch our step or the Editor will be accused of favouritism. Ilook
for that level of commitment from you, to our events this coming season! We will organise
them; all you have to do is show up! The National Committee and General Meetings (both
annual events) were held in London in January and Ihave given averbal report of the
proceedings to the Area’s Officers and HPOs. No doubt there will be reports in this Log.
My view is that, if anything changes, it will remain very much as it is but Iwouldn’t hold
your breath.

However we do have some heartening local news to start the year. You may recall that last
season, the “centenarian”, Dianna Joan grounded in the upper reaches of the Dart, in the
dark, with serious consequences. Feeling unable to undertake the necessary major
surgery, her owner, Peter Wyatt, offered her for sale (for a“peppercorn”) as arestoration
project. He was heartened by the considerable interest shown and would like to thank all
those who contacted him. She is now in the hands of Andrew Howard of Cornworthy
(whom Ihope to sign up as amember!) and we look forward to him bringing Dianna Joan
b a c k t o t h e fl e e t .

In the coming season, there are alot of interesting events for Devon Gaffers and we would
welcome our neighbouring gaffers from the Solent and Cornwall (or anywhere for that
matter!). The dates are in the Events Pages, it
would take too much space to give all the details,
so I’ll send you aNewsletter (soon) but Ilist them
here so you know what to look out for.

The Fitting-Out Supper &50/50 Auction.

The Brixham Rally &Heritage Trawler Race.

T h e N e w S a l c o m b e F e s t i v a l .

The Dartmouth Classic Rally, including Devon
Gaffer’s Start Bay Race (and the Gaffer’s Grog
Race, Ihope?).

The Plymouth, Fowey &Falmouth Classics.

At the end of the season, we have the AGM &
Laying-Up Supper on the eve of the 200th
Anniversary of the Battle of Trafalgar (by the
way, we won!).

Vast gaff and lug rig experience
E n t h u s i a s t i c a d v i c e a n d s e r v i c e

Sailmaking ~Design Work ~Rigging
Cover-making ~Repairs &Servicing

England Expects and Iexpect to see you this
year! 2 2 - 2 8 To w e r S t r e e t

Brightl ingsea
E s s e x C 0 7 O A L

England

D a v e K e l l e r .

H o n S e c

Your Area Secretary 66 years ago ...
a n d h e s t i l l w e a r s t h a t h a t !

Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 3 0 2 8 6 3

e-mail: jameslawrence@sailloft.fsnet.co.uk
F a x : 0 1 2 0 6 3 0 5 8 5 8

' P
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F O R T H E I N S T R U C T I O N O F T H E E N Q U I R I N G S A I L O R S o l e n t
(And an “ever so ’umble” Reminder to those Who Know). We move into 2005 with another full programme, having rounded off 2004 with an evening

aboard HMS VICTORY for 40 lucky members and partners. Our Area President set a
fascinating nautical quiz, which, coupled with supper on the Middle Gun Deck, made for a
most enjoyable evening.

The Trafalgar 200 celebrations look set to leave alasting impression, certainly in the
Solent Area. The week leading up to the Festival of the Sea looks to be particularly
memorable, as will be the Festival itself. But we are also expecting great things at our
annual rally which will run in conjunction with Bursledon Regatta. Planning is already
taking place for the re-enactment of the Battle of Trafalgar, with each British, French and
Spanish ship being replicated around adinghy for the ultimate engagement. Going by the
enthusiasm shown so far, and the Regatta Committee’s ability to pull all sorts of surprises
out of the bag, this will be an event not to be missed.

Ican report also that Martin Pound is planning to visit the East Coast following the Festival
of the Sea on his way to Hellevoetsluis, taking in Southwold, Walton Regatta, Maldon,
Aldborough, and so on. Fie already has 2or 3Gaffers signed up to accompany him and
will be delighted to hear from anyone else who might like to join in
(martinpound@tiscali.co.uk, 023 9260 996).

Flags used at sea are the heraldry and the language of the sea. If we genuinely take pride in our
seamanship and the lineage of our boats, should we not also look to our flag etiquette? This surely
has equally historic and worthwhile origins, deserving our attention? Ihope the following will be of
interest and generate light rather than heat. Furthermore, Ihope it will result in our bunting looking
m o r e s e a m a n - l i k e .

The use of banners and flags dates back almost forever. The use of ensigns on boats dates back to
about 1570. Flag etiquette is enshrined in law and custom. There is considerable scope for mistake
and some risk of offence. Many judge you and your boat by the flags displayed and the way they are
displayed. The legal requirements for British registered vessels are set out in the 1894 Merchant
Shipping Act, which is still in force. Certain offences can attract a£500.00 fine and may be enforced
by commissioned officers serving in HM Forces or Customs!

T h e E n s i g n
ABritish registered vessel is obliged to wear (not fly) the Red Ensign or any “privileged ensign” (see
below) to which she is entitled. The upsurge of nationalism across our borders does not change this
lawful requirement. The ensign should be kept clean and in good repair. At sea the ensign should be
worn when meeting other vessels and must be worn when entering or leaving British or foreign ports,
or when approaching forts, signal and Coastguard stations. It is customary to observe Royal Naval
practice by hoisting the ensign at 0800 hrs local time (0900 hrs between 1st November and 14th
February), taking the lead from awarship or the senior vessel present, or as soon after that time, as
people come on board. It is lowered at 2100 hrs local time or sunset if earlier, again taking the cue
from awarship or senior vessel present or before that time if the crew is leaving. When sailing, the
ensign should normally be worn at the peak in agaff-rigged boat, at the mizzen masthead in aketch
or yawl (or about two thirds up the leech of the main sail or backstay, in Bermudans), otherwise at the
taffrail. When underway at night, do check that the ensign is not obscuring the stern light, nor is it
fluttering across it, which could be seen as an attempt to signal by Morse! In harbour or at anchor, the
proper position is at the taffrail. The ensign should not be worn when racing as it will be assumed that
the vessel has finished or has ret ired.

Geoff Skinner, Area Secretary

N o r t h W e s t

B a r r o w F e s t i v a l o f t h e S e a 2 0 0 5 .

Barrow in Furness will be holding its third festival during the week end of the 3rd to the
5th of June. Five large sailing vessels are expected, and any visiting yacht from the North
W e s t w i l l b e w e l c o m e d .

There will be aseries of races on the Saturday and Sunday for small boats within the dock
system, all members with trailer boats will be welcome to participate. Members bringing a
boat will receive free crew passes, and there is asecure camp sight alongside the unching
area for those who wish to camp or use amobile home.

We promoted the OGA at last years Festival, and will do so again, so Iam seeking
volunteers to help man our stand and sell merchandise and recruit new members.
Exhibitors will receive free “exhibitors” passes, and so can enjoy the festival when not
working the stand.

Can any one wishing to bring atrailer sailer to participate please contact Mike Stephens
for details, whilst Iwill try to assist any one who may want to bring alarger boat, can any
one interested in helping to man the stand please give me acall.

Our contact details are inside the front cover of this log.

Nick Miiier, Boat Register editor, and our man at Barrow.

Privileged Ensigns
Some clubs and associations (not the OGA!) are empowered to obtain warrants enabling members to
wear aprivileged ensign. The latter may be adefaced Red (i.e. aRed Ensign, bearing an additional
emblem), aBlue, adefaced Blue (or aWhite for the Royal Yacht Squadron). For this purpose the boat
must be registered under Part 1of the Merchant Shipping Act or the Small Ships Register. The boat
must be over seven metres in length or over two registered tons and not used for any profession, or
business. In order to register the owner must be aBritish citizen or acitizen of aBritish dependant
territory. The privileged ensign must only be worn when the owner is on board or ashore in the vicinity
and only when the boat is wearing the burgee (or Flag Officer’s flag) of the same club/association.
The warrant must be carr ied on board. When the boat is sold, or the owner ceases to be amember,
the permit must be returned. It follows that after the return of the warrant the ensign can no longer be
worn. It is suggested that the ensign shouid be destroyed, retained in the owner’s home if it has
sentimentai value or returned to the club/association. Owners selling aboat and buying another need
to return their warrants, which applied only to the old boat and apply for anew warrant for the next
boat. Anew boat needs anew flag, bearing in mind the earlier reference to the ensign being kept
clean and in good repair.

The Burgee
This is aflag, triangular in shape (or aswallowtail for aFlag Officer) displaying the colours or symbol
of the club/association and shows that the boat is in the charge of amember of that ciub/association
and does not necessarily indicate ownership. It should be worn at the masthead. If this is not
possible due to wind sensors, radio antenna etc, consider first putting the burgee on alonger staff to
raise it clear of any conflict. The correct place to wear aburgee is at the masthead. The burgee
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N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d may, if the masthead conflict cannot be resolved, be worn at the starboard crosstree. This should be
avoided unless absolutely necessary. Aboat must not wear more than one burgee. Aburgee should
not be worn when racing (sadly, no longer in the international racing rules) but it should be
substituted by asquare flag of distinctive design for identification purposes. If the boat is on loan, or
is chartered, it is correct to use the burgee of the skipper or charterer not that of the absent owner.
Correct practice is to lower the burgee at night at the same time as the ensign.

Flag Officers’ Flags
Flag Officers’ (Commodore, Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore) boats are authorised to wear
special swallow-tailed flags. Presidents and Vice Presidents (and Elder Gaffers of the OGA) may wear
aspecial square burgee of the same design as the club/association burgee and in place of it. AVice
Commodore’s flag carries one ball and aRear Commodore’s two. Flag Officers’ flags are worn day
and night while they are on board or nearby. Flonorary Port Officers are also permitted to wear a
square flag displaying the club/association emblem with awhite boarder which is not to be confused
with the Pilot Jack (see below).

Choice of Burgee
An owner, who is not aflag officer and who belongs to more than one club or association should
normally wear the burgee of the senior organisation in the harbour where the boat lies. An exception
is if another club or association is holding aregatta or function. Flag Officers should wear their
swallowtail flags in preference to any other club/association burgee.

C o u r t e s y E n s i g n
When abroad it is arequirement of international custom (and in some places alegal requirement) to
fly asmall maritime ensign of the country visited at the starboard crosstree. Acourtesy ensign must
not be worn in aposition inferior (i.e. below) any other flag, other than aboat’s own burgee or Flag
Officer’s flag. (N.B. the comments about the burgee being at the masthead). This sets the height level.
Thus the level and priority declines from the
masthead, through starboard crosstrees to
port crosstrees and then starboard and port
c r o s s t r e e s o n a m i z z e n m a s t i f c a r r i e d . I f t h e

burgee has been downgraded to the starboard
crosstrees then the courtesy flag has also to
be displaced to the port crosstree. It does not
go into an inferior position below the burgee
on the same hoist. Bri t ish boats do not wear a

courtesy ensign in the Channel Islands,
Scotland, Wales or Cornwall, as these are part
o f t h e B r i t i s h I s l e s .

It is acoeptable to wear aflag of aCountry,
Principality, Province, County or Island of the
Bri t ish Is les, at the starboard crosstree in
British ports (or the port crosstree when
abroad), by Scotsmen (not the Rampant Lion
and Treasure, please), Welshmen, Ulstermen,
C o r n i s h m e n , D e v o n i a n s , M a n x m e n , C h a n n e l
Islanders etc, etc. The English flag used in this
manner by Englishmen may offend the
Admiralty, as this is the flag of an Admiral.
Flowever as we don’t have any full Admirals
afloat, it is probably academic! It has become
accepted practice when visiting some
European countries to wear the flag of the
Prov ince f rom the same ho is t bu t be low the

courtesy ensign. The flag of the EU is not at
present acceptable.

Nl OGA AGM 22nd October 2004 This took place in Holywood Yacht Olub, our thanks to
them for letting us use their premises. Don McLean, Pat and Peter Kennedy stood down
from the committee this year. Our thanks to them for the work done during their time on
the committee. Peter Lyons was re-elected as Area President for athird term of 3years;
Alison was again elected as Hon Secretary. Gary Lyons was elected onto the committee
for the first time. The remainder of the committee members were all re-elected. Stephen
Clark, Ian Wylie, Eilish Shevlin, Ian Martin, Dennis Magill, and Alan Aston. Irene Aston was
e l e c t e d a s C o m m o d o r e . T h e r e w e r e n o c o n t e n t i o u s i s s u e s .

Nl OGA Annual Dinner 26th November 2004 was again another successful evening. We
had afull house with 70 attendees who enjoyed the good food of Royal North of Ireland
YC. Our guests were Robert and Maureen Hume, Commodore of RNIYC and Phil And
Lynn Slade. Phil, Editor of the Gaffers Log gave us our after dinner words, that were
enjoyed by all. Our thanks to Phil and Lynn for making the effort to come over to Northern
Ireland. Iwas delighted to see all of you that attended the evening. Again thanks to
RNIYC, Knots Catering and Joe and his Bar Staff for looking after us so well.

4th February 2005 Newtownards Sailing Club Quiz The NIOGA filled Newtownards Sailing
Club for our Annual Quiz. We had an attendance of 40 plus gaffers on the evening. NSC
pipped us on the post for the Block Trophy, winning 50 points to 49. We have been invited
back for next year.

ALast of the Summer Wine story from John Stannage

As most of you know, my friends and Ido most of our boating on Strangford Lough, with
two or three little trips on the River Shannon thrown in for variety each year.

Recently four of us spent an afternoon on our own River Lagan. There is agood car park,
slipway and afloating pontoon on the Ormeau Embankment, where we launched our little
12ft Orkney Skua.

We first headed upstream under the Ormeau Bridge, Kings Bridge, Governors Bridge and
up to Stranmillis Weir. We had our lunch there before heading downstream again. We
passed under the Albert Bridge, the Railway Bridge and the two Queens Bridges, turning
just above the Lagan Lookout.

We spent apleasant couple of hours spotting wildlife and landmarks, old and new and
remembering how the river was when we were alot younger.

One man recalled rowing a17ft clinker
boat from the Shipyard to Stranmillis
Weir. He drove two pegs into the bank
a n d m o o r e d t h e l i t t l e b o a t t h e r e f o r t h e

s u m m e r .

Is anyone else going to do atrip to
s h o r t e n t h e w i n t e r ?

«
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Peter Lyons, Area Secretary

Bob Harper, Norman Grant and Jim
Busby -Northern Ireland OGA

‘Petranella’ with Dave at the helm. What flag
i s t h a t a t t h e m a s t h e a d ?
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Conwy &Nor th Wales AreaHouse Flags
An owner may wear his personal flag in harbour, when on board, provided it does not conflict with the
design of an existing flag. Ahouse flag is normally rectangular and worn at the main crosstree of a
sloop or cutter and the mizzen masthead on aketch or yawl or the foremast in aschooner. With their
increasing size they are now frequently worn on the forestay.

P i l o t J a c k .

This consists of the Union Flag with awhite surround and may only be used by British registered
ships. It may be worn on ajackstaff in the bows when the vessel is in harbour or at anchor and
should only be worn when the vessel is wearing her ensign. The Pilot Jack is only worn at sea, or
when under way on “dress ship” days. It should not be used underway in inland waters merely to
indicate nationality before the ensign is visible. It is hoisted and lowered at the same time as the
ensign. (N.B. AUnion Flag has no place on ayacht in any circumstances, this is the sole
prerogative of the Royal Navy and HMthe Queen.)

S a l u t e s

Boats are required by custom to salute Royal Personages, Pleads of State (wearing their
distinguishing flags) and Warships of any nationality, by dipping the ensign only, at sea but not in
harbour (give the poor “matelot” abreak!). The vessel saluted responds by dipping her ensign and re¬
hoisting it, whereupon the vessel saluting re-hoists. It is customary for aflag officer to be saluted
each day on the first occasion of meeting, by boats flying the same olub/association burgee.

Ensign at half-mast
It is customary to acknowledge the death of afamily member or close friend by wearing the national
ensign at half-mast. The correct way to half-mast is to hoist to the top of the staff and then lower to
half way. Traditionally Naval Establishments lower ensigns to half-mast when news of the death is first
received, for the rest of thaf day. Should Nafional mourning be declared then it is half-mast for that
period. It is also half-mast on the day of the funeral, unfil it is completed

Dressing Ship
Dressing overall should be undertaken on the Queen’s Birthday, National Days, Local Festivals and
Club Regattas etc. This includes oversized ensign at the stern, masthead ensigns on national days
and dressing lines. The latter are achieved by stringing the International Code flags from stem to
masthead(s) to taffrail. It is important that no other fiags are used in the line and it shouid not be
worn when under-weigh. As many triangular flags and pendants as are available shouid be placed
alternately between rectangular ones. The accepted order (it cannot be read as anything “rude” in any
language!) is, reading from the bow.

E, Q, p3, G, p8, Z, p4, W, p6, P, pi, I, Code, T, Y, B, X, 1=‘, H, 3"*,

D, F2"'*, U, A, O, M, R, p2, J, pO, N, p9, K, p7, V, p5, L, C, S.

Our area AGM was held on the 4th December 2004 and for the first time at Plolyhead
Sailing Club with an attendance of 27 members.

Sue, Pete and Scott were again re-elected for afurther year as Secretary, Treasurer and
Area President with no opposition. Thanks were extended to Barry Edwards for continuing
to produce our area newsletter Baggywrinkles.

There were no contentious issues. All present agreed that an event at Holyhead in the
Spring would be agood idea -either just asocial gathering and perhaps incorporating a
sail in the bay for large and small boats followed by ameal in the sailing club restaurant. It
was also suggested that we have another trip on the Holyhead Lifeboat. Angus McLeod
would look at possible dates.

Following the AGM we all enjoyed an excellent meal in Stan’s restaurant at the sailing club
followed by drinks in the bar.

On Sunday the 5th December Sue organised atrip to Dublin on the HSS and aparty of 30
enjoyed an excellent day out in that vibrant city.

S e e t h e c a l e n d a r f o r a r e a e v e n t s .

Sue Fa r re r, A rea Sec re ta ry

B r i s t o l C h a n n e l A r e a

ABristol Channel Area General Meeting was held on 29th January at the the Portishead
Cruising Club in Pill, avillage which was formerly one of the major havens for the Bristol
Channel pilot cutters. There was an attendance of eighteen OGA members, including the
Hon. Secretary, Robert Holden, plus two visitors whom we hope will shortly join our ranks.

After welcomes, apologies and introductions, Robert Holden took the chair and began the
meeting with aconcise, but very informative, account of the current concerns of the OGA
officers and F&GR The meeting continued with its main business of formally establishing,
by unanimous vote, the BC Area, which for nearly thirty years has operated with a
succession of secretaries but apparently with no other officers or committee. By further
unanimous vote it was agreed that the area secretary and treasurer should normally be
elected at AGMs rather than by the committee from its own members.

John Hutchinson, after unanimous election as Area President, immediately took the chair
and there was uncontentious election of the Hon. Secretary and Treasurer, and six
committee members. As aresult of gentle persuasion and the promise that committee
business would generally be conducted by correspondence the officers and committee
members truly repesent the full geographical extent of the BC Area from Pembrokeshire
a n d N o r t h D e v o n i n t h e w e s t t o B r i s t o l i n t h e e a s t .

Afinal unanimous vote authorised the opening of an area bank account.

With its formal establishment the BC Area must now face the challenges of showing that it
can play asignificant part in the local sailing scene and, of course, of bringing to its
numbers the many gaff sailors who have yet to become OGA members.

C o n c l u s i o n

Volumes have been written upon this subject, Itherefore Itrust that my readers will forgive me, for
cutting afew esoteric corners in this short article. The whole point of the exercise has been to point
out the pitfalls and enable Old Gaffers to look seaman-like. After all Ihope we would not wish to let
the side down, whilst promoting the rig! As in most things, there will be differences of interpretation
but for the most part it will be generally safe to follow this guide. V

D a v e K e l l e r - H o n S e c D e v o n G a f f e r s

W i t h t h e u t m o s t t h a n k s t o N o r m a n H u m m e r s t o n e M B E F R I N , e r s t w h i l e C o m m o d o r e o f t h e
Little Ship Club (London) and Peter Wyatt, self appointed “Flag Guru” of Devon Gaffers, for
their friendship, help and guidance, in this and other matters maritime.

Reference has been made to the Macmillan Reeds Nautical Almanac, Flags and Visual Signals (RYA C4),
Flags at Sea (T Wilson) National Maritime Museum. Alan Hidden, Area Secretary

D a v e K e l l e r
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I N M E M O R I A M F R A N S VA N L E E U W E N .
C O - F O U N D E R O F T H E D U T C H V K S J .

W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a
Once again the Old Gaffer's Regatta is rolling around. This year it is to be held on Saturday,
April 30th at Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club. The Regatta Committee has vowed that this
will be the biggest and best Regatta yet, so Ihope everyone Is getting their boats ready for
that one! Registration forms will be out In March, so keep It in mind.
It has been suggested by some members that the ‘Old’ in our title should be deleted. Imust
admit that my first reaction was afavourable one, and that perhaps we should ‘update’ our
Image. Upon further reflections Ithought -but why? Everything these days has to be slick,
fast, upmarket, ‘with it’, ‘cool’. ‘Old Gaffers’ could not be less any of these things! History is
one of my passions in life. We need the anchor of the past to keep a‘steady as she goes’
attitude to our way of living.
Wooden boat builders of today are faced by an Increasingly searching test because, for them,
as for all craftsmen, it is true that only personal. Individual effort can maintain the level of
good craftsmanship. Good craftsmanship has become more and more amatter for the
Individual conscience, of the personal satisfaction to be derived from doing asound job. The
position now being made more difficult by the fact of our modern way of life, which is
continually, demanding more speed. “Time is money”
Of course, good tradesmen have always possessed the ability to accomplish an excellent
result within an acceptable time frame. Ihave worked with some of the best boat builders In
the country. They produced some absolutely superb work, but speed was not the essence of
the job. That was 50 years ago, and the world has changed -In many ways for the better -
but we are In great danger of losing even the remnants of the past If we reject all the old
ways. Keep the ‘Old’ in the OGA.
Some 40 years ago the OGA was formed in the U.K. Essentially It was not an old boat
preservation society but its grass roots stemmed from agroup involved with gaff rig and who
began by the saving and restoring of old traditional boats. Thanks largely to the Association’s
example, the result in the U.K. has been anumber of modern yards building gaff rig boats,
and private individuals rescuing old wrecks, researching their past, and rebuilding to “fill the
horizons with their graceful sails.”
As yet we don’t have the population In W.A. to support such ametamorphosis but we do
have the amateur spirit and ‘individual judgment of worth’ to foster asimilar revival. Our
avowed Intent of ‘Preserving and Promoting Gaff Rig’ must be forever in the forefront of our
sailing minds.

The majority of the OGA members will not know his name; in Dutch sailing circles though,
especially amongst older sailors he was anotorious person. On the 11th of January he
sailed away on the endless ocean. He will be missed.

In 1982 he founded, with acouple of other classic boat owners, the VKSJ (the Society for
Classic Sharp Yachts), because he realised the Importance of maintaining the maritime
heritage, but even more so because he simply wanted to have an opportunity for racing
with similar yachts. For more than 40 years he sailed the Dutch waters. His boat, the
Muschka, a75 square metre Seefahrtkreuzer from 1939, was afamiliar sight on the
Ijsselmeer, the Waddenzee and the coastal waters of the Noordzee. Awelcome and well
known guest In any of the Zuiderzee harbours.

“Queen of any harbour” It said on the always immaculate bottom of the Muschka. One
could read it in aquick glance when they passed by In afair breeze. Just shortly, before
they were gone and ahead. When you asked Frans about the essence of sailing he would
answer: “going from Ato be Bas fast as possible”. That he, by sailing so fast, was usually
the first to enter the harbour was no problem whatsoever. Time for adrink in Muschka’s
cockpit, commenting on any boat that came in, pointing out their mistakes and telling
what they should do better next time. He really knew what sailing was about. It was his
life. It Is sad he had to leave so unexpectedly.

We don’t say goodbye to the Muschka though. She will roam the Dutch waters as much
as she used to. Ramon, Frans’ son, is even amore fanatic racer than his father was. He
and his mother Regi will keep that boat going. Without Frans, it will never be the same.

D u t c h O G A .

Mike Igglesden

S c o t l a n d
There has been little to report this winter but once again can Idraw the Scottish members
attention to the following events in 2005:
2/3 July McGruer Classic Regatta on the Clyde; 2/3 July Tarbert Traditional Boat Rally; Loch
Fyne; End August Anstruther Muster
There was agaff class In last years Tarbert Rally and this will be repeated this year. This could
be an ideal place for a‘get together’ for the Scottish membership. If you are hoping to attend,
please advise me and Iwill try to arrange avenue for ameeting on the Saturday evening.
Iintend to ‘fly the flag’ at the tall Ships visit to Newcastle on the 26/28 July. Again, If any
members wish to meet at this please let me know.
Finally, and again, would any Scottish members with e.mail addresses please advise me on
n o r m a n @ c e n s t a t . f r e e s e r v e . c o . u k

F r a n s v a n L e e u w e nN o r m a n M i k k e l s e n - A r e a S e c r e t a r y
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S A I L I N G S U B C O M M I T T E E T h e E l e c t r o n i c Ya c h t m a s t e r
- a n e w D V D f r o m
To m C u n l i f f e

In an effort to keep me out of mischief, the F&GP have asked me to re-form the Sailing Sub
Committee. Imust admit it’s nice to see the OGA getting back to its core value of messing about in
old boats. Of course, aquick glance through the events list shows that the area organisations are
very much on the case. Furthermore, there is ahuge breadth and depth of experience amongst the
general membership on sailing and related matters. Amajor remit of the OGA is to pull all this
together, and the SSC is primarily anetworking tool to facilitate this.
We plan to have meetings about four times ayear, maybe in differing venues so that more areas can
contribute to the forum. The meetings are not exclusive to those currently involved in OGA
organisation, they are open to all those who have acontribution to make on sailing. So please feel
free to get involved!
Although the OGA has formal central and area organisations, we are of course an association of very
individual members, with very individual boats. We are very widely based and our boats often cruise
or visit areas outside their home ports. Pooling our resources and knowledge can enable the OGA to
provide areally good service to its members, with their wide cruising and racing requirements.
Some of the items which are likely to be included on afuture agenda are;-
Racing and Racing Rules: Types of sails which should be used, any additional measures we could
take in terms of race conduct to make events more pleasurable for participants. Flandicapping;
Safety Issues- risk assessments, escort vessels etc
Sailing programmes: Range of events -co-ordination of events between areas -event format -event
enhancement -how to provide for the differing requirements of members. Possibilities of one area
providing support e.g. race officers to another
Cruising Network: Asystem of HLR’s like the Cruising Association which gaffers cruising out of area
could call upon (socially /or if in trouble). Perhaps we could develop some sort of database of
cruising logs and other information useful for those planning their annual cruises?
Open Boats, getting people started in gaffering. Technical Matters such as rigging, maintenance,
sources of expertise etc.
We have already had ameeting at Warsash in February (with EC, Solent and BC represented),
basically focussing on racing, in case there were gems of wisdom forthcoming which would be of
use to area organisations in their planning and running of events. Iwill be circulating area secretaries
with detail notes of that meeting, but the following is asynopsis of the major points discussed.
On handicapping, we are suggesting areview of the calculation, reinstating the depth measurement,
which restores an element of displacement. Furthermore, the shoal draft allowance, which also takes
into account the use of centre boards comes in as part of that package. For glass fibre construction,
formal guidance will be given on where the depth measurement is taken. Anew rig allowance is
proposed for una rigged craft. The measurement points for the fore triangle are to be clarified.
For informal gatherings, especially open boats, we have a“quick and dirty” system using length and
sail area. For those who might take part in club racing with Portsmouth Yardstick, we have a
c o n v e r s i o n f a c t o r.

Looking ahead to future meetings, the Cruising “HLR” issue will be on the agenda, but in
anticipation, Iwould like to appeal to individual members to let me know if they would volunteer to
be the OGA HLR for their home ports.
Please email (JRWainwright@aol.com) or write to me re points above or sailing issues generally.
Have agood sailing season!

Available from chandlers, the RYA or direct
f r o m w w w . t o m c u n l i f f e . c o m

Price E29.95 Running time 80 minutes.

Following on from his Yachting Monthly Coastal
Skipper video, RYA instructor examiner Tom
Cunliffe takes astep further in to the safe use
of electronics as the primary navigation system
for yachts and power cruisers. To emphasize
t h e r e l e v a n c e o f t h e c o n t e n t ‘ T h e E l e c t r o n i c

Y a c h t m a s t e r ’ s s h o t o n b o a r d To m ’ s o w n 4 0

foot gaff cutter ‘Westernman’ (Back cover
Gaffers Log December 2004). GPS/paper chart
techniques to split screen plotters -it’s all here,
but he does not forget the skills we all need
should the craft suffer acomplete power break
down. Eor anyone considering an electronic
navigation system or expanding an existing
system this is amust and apart from everything else is an ‘interesting’ watch.

I I

The Electronic
Yachtmaster &

Siaie^f-tiie an electronics Integrated with traditional thinliing
f

sy c h t i m ;

The Last Voyage of
t h e L u c e t t e

by Douglas Robertson
Published by Seafarer Books (Telephone
01394 420789) Price 13.95.
I S B N n u m b e r 0 9 5 4 2 7 5 0 8

This is the story of the Robertson family’s
round the world voyage started in 1971
which resulted in shipwreck eighteen months
later, and the story of their survival in a9foot
dinghy. Douglas Robertson has taken his
father’s classic book ‘Survive the Savage
Sea’ as astarting point and developed it
further in to anew classic of this amazing
voyage, and even more amazing story of
s u r v i v a l .

Wiiha fojtfvvonl hy
SIR ROBIN KNOX-JOHNSTON

Douglas Robertson,
Ttir full. uukikl, M<tr) of du-
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fhe Last Voyage

Jon Wainwright
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SAILING TRAWLERS TO REVISIT LOWESTOFT.

Towing aheavy trawl along the seabed under sail required powerful vessels (typically gaff-rigged) and strong
and resolute fishermen. The advent of steam trawlers late in the 19th century transformed the industry over a
few years, and sailing trawlers were eventually unable to compete with those propelled by machinery. Many of
the strong and well-found sailing vessels left redundant in Brixham and the East Anglian fishing ports went to
new work in the Baltic, where they were well looked after. Some were converted for coastal cargo-carrying,
while others remained in fishing. Time took its toll only slowly, thanks to their generally excellent construction
and the skilled craftsmen who maintained them. No less than seven survive today in Sweden alone, the oldest
built at Grimsby in 1885.

One of these remarkable survivors plans to sail back to her place of birth, Lowestoft, this year to mark her
centenary. SUNBEAM left Lowestoft in May 1937, having been sold to new Gothenburg owners for £104.
Thanks to her robust construction, she survived groundings and even sinking during an adventurous career that
included fishing off Iceland in the 1950's.Today she is based In Stockholm. To mark her centenary, owner
Amelia Aulin plans to sail her back to Lowestoft for celebrations there from 17-19 June. In company will be
Thomas Hellstrom's trawler DEODAR, built and registered at Brixham in 1911 and subsequently re-registered
at Lowestoft as LT543 until sold to Sweden at the same time as SUNBEAM. Both vessels plan to proceed to
Portsmouth for the Festival there, and on to Brixham and Falmouth, Waterford and on to Oban, as the base for
aseries of Hebridean excursions in July. The trawlers will then transit the Caledonian Canal, leaving Inverness
on 31 July for Gothenburg. There are crewing opportunities on both vessels on all legs. To take advantage of
this rare opportunity to sail in an authentic gaff-rigged sailing trawler during arare visit to their home waters,
contact the owners mailto:amelie.aulin@comhem.se or mailto:deodar@bostream.nu. You will find pictures of
the vessels, with Swedish text, on the websites http://www.sunbeam.just.nu or http://www.deodar.se
OGA member John Robinson knows both vessels, and can advise;-email: Rob.Crusoe@btopenworld.com
J o h n R o b i n s o n

JUST ASAIL by Kees Koomen -Netherlands OGA
Anice NE breeze, force 6. Course 240, and under poled out jib, Snoopy heads at 3knots
for the Azores. Dusk, all well on deck no ships in the neighbourhood. Sleeping bag rolled
out, timer set, making myself ready for the first 45 minutes nap to pass the long night.
Suddenly I’m woken up by aroar. Abreaker is covering the boat and loads of water enter
the cabin through the slightly ajar companionway hatch. Right after that Snoopy broaches
and is knocked down. Soaked Ifind myself for amoment on the ceiling, when fortunately
she rights herself again. Chaos everywhere as the kitchen locker has opened. About 6
inches of water in the bilge, wetting the clothes in the lockers. Mattresses soaked as well
as my sleeping bag. Spontaneously, triggered by salt water, the radio sounds and the
compass and chart-table light switch on. Fortunately Snoopy, knocked down by the 6to 8
foot seas, automatically rights herself and Iwas able to clear up the mess, bale and dry
the bilges, and inspect everything on deck. The damage is next to nothing. But, with all
my gear wet, amax temperature of 13 degrees centigrade, wind blowing in the cabin, no
heating, and still over 1100 miles to go, the future seems far from comfortable, and makes
m e w o n d e r h o w I c a m e t o b e h e r e !

The preparations
The plan to sail for the Azores in Snoopy emerged about 2.5 years ago. When the family
agreed the preparations started in 2002. The boat, already proved to be very seaworthy in
spite of her humble 18 feet length, was made ocean worthy. All tanks and lines were
cleaned, filters changed, the main electrics renewed, asolar panel, and extra jackstays
fitted, the rigging replaced. Extra storage space was created in the focsie. Also small boat
ocean passages were intensely studied.

Pushed off by family and friends Ifinally could sail from Oud-Beijerland the 8th of May.
The boat was loaded with stores and gear, right down to her mark.

Ihad avery prosperous coastal voyage, not much wind, but the 6hp Farymann diesel
pushed her forward whenever needed. Calling at Ostend, Dunkirk, Calais, Newhaven,
Yarmouth, Brixham and Salcombe, Iarrived in Falmouth the 18th of May. Flere fuel and
drinking water were topped up, the topmast taken down, the raft given its place in the
cockpit, the anchors stowed down below.

As well all coastal charts could be put away. There was no intention to return to Holland
via the Channel. Instead the intent was to return to Holland via Ireland and Scotland,
through the Crinan and Caledonian Canal, making the trip even more adventurous.
Especially because the time window was only four months.

Lots of comment from the “yachties” at the Visitors Yacht haven watching Snoopy to be
prepared. They liked her varnish and ornaments, but taking this “large miniature” to the
Azores and back they didn’t really want to call daft, but eccentric at the least.

The 21st of May I’m underway. Alast call to the family. They wouldn’t hear from me the
next 20 to 25 days. I’m on my own. Not yet an hour after departure my brand new auto
helm gives in. Fortunately Icarry an old one as spare and decide to continue. The only
disadvantage was the fact that this one couldn’t be mounted on the added auxiliary/trim
rudder, but only be used on the main helm. This will result in extra power consumption
thus extra engine hours. But aquick calculation learned there was enough fuel for at least
35 days, and Ididn’t want to waste this fabulous North Easterly. Arescue helicopter held a

I

I

D e a r P h i l

When my car insurance became due in January Inoted again an increase in premiums. After alittle shopping
around Iwas soon able to find abetter deal which made me think to do the same with my boat insurance. A
little surfing on the Internet presented me with an endless list of marine insurance companies all looking for a
bit more business, encouraged Idecided to get afew quotes.

My boat ‘Minelvia’ is afour ton Hillyard built in 1937, in fact just acouple of years younger than myself, but
both in good condition and well cared for. ‘Minelvia’ is on aswinging mooring in Holyhead, North Wales
provided by Holyhead sailing club from April to October and ashore in Trinity Marine for the rest of the year.
Not discouraged by the first few refusals that declined because of the age of the boat and that it is made of
wood, Ipersevered, but always with the same reply.

Aletter from acompany which specialises in the over 50’s inviting me to contact them again gave me new
hope. Isubmitted all the information asked for but after afew days received the news that their underwriters,
Lloyds, were unable to offer cover for my craft due to its exposed mooring location. Iwrote back saying that
Holyhead was aharbour of refuge and one of the best bolt holes for vessels of all sizes on the North Wales
coast. Iadded that my own boat had swung safely to her mooring acouple of years ago when the wind
registered over 100 mph.

Thinking that this was not the real reason for the refusal Iwrote back requesting more detailed information as
to why Holyhead harbour was considered such arisk. The reply, when it did come, was even more interesting.
The quotation was declined because of the size and age of the vessel, the type of mooring, and the location.
They went on to say that their underwriters agreed with me that Holyhead could be used as abolt hole for
boats of all sizes to gain protection from the weather, but this would generally be ashort term thing with the
owner on board and in control of the vessel. However their view was that this location is avery high risk for a
smaller more mature craft, which is left unattended for longer periods while on apermanent mooring.
Anice way of saying ‘Minelvia’ is abit too old, but to partly blame the mooring location to justify their refusal is
swinging the lamp alittle too hard.

Angus McLeod
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for the traditional village meal and taken out in their whaleboat for asail is the most
precious memory of my visit to the Azores. Iwas especially very honoured when the
skipper let me take the helm.

Meanwhile the weather improved abit. It was really looking like summer. So Iquickly
returned for Horta and prepared Snoopy once more for an Atlantic crossing. The repaired
autopilots were tested to satisfaction. During aquick visit at Peter Cafe Sport, Iwas asked
to sign the visitors book, and got apennant and abook about the history of this famous
trans Atlantic sailors meeting point, signed by Jose Henrique Azevedo himself.

The 3rd of July, guided by dolphins Iwas off again. First pointing North West for three
days to circle around the Azores high, then becalmed for six hours, and after that raced by
steady South West to Westerly winds varying from force 4to 6in the direction of Ireland.
Mostly goose winged. Daily averages of 90 to 115 miles were normal, but the life onboard
the heavily rolling boat was far from comfortable. Even using the heads was an Olympic
f e a t .

No radio, so no weather forecasts until Iwas close enough to the UK to receive Radio IV
on the long wave. Flalfway the crossing the meteo officer of FIMS Ocean was so kind to
provide me with atailor made three day forecast. Very accurate it was. Afew months later,
when they visited Rotterdam, Iwas able to thank them properly for this service.
In the early morning of July 18th Isighted Fastnet Rock light. Aquick link call to Flolland
was made to surprise my wife with this speedy crossing. In the afternoon of avery sunny
Sunday Iarrived in Kinsale, looking as if Ihad been on an afternoon sail. You can imagine
the surprise of the crew of the neighbouring yacht Irafted up to, when Itold him Isailed
f r o m F l o r t a t w o w e e k s b e f o r e .

training nearby, and then Lizard Flead slowly fainted away. The crossing had begun.
The crossing
After the knook down the wind remained favourable for afew days, and there was even
the occasional sunshine to let me dry some of my gear. The rest of the voyage there was
at least the choice between humid, wet or very wet. Reading in atwentieth century history
book about the trench feet of the soldiers in the great war, makes me decide to go
b a r e f o o t e d f r o m t h e r e o n .

The wind shifts, and the first low and frontal systems pass. After 24 hours and 60 miles of
taoking, Ifind out that I’ve been set back 6miles. All in the game and considering there is
adaily setback of 12 miles of ocean current, Ikeep my optimism. Slowly Icreep up closer
to the Azores. Days of more than 100 miles varied by days of less than 20 miles progress.
The ocean is fascinating. After 30 years of absence Ifeel right at home again. I’m touohed
to see dolphins play around the boat, and even the fact that they knock off my auxiliary
rudder, doesn’t change my attitude.

In the evening, on becalmed days abottlenose whale passes close by. With it’s 40 feet not
avery big whale, but still twice as big as the boat. After another spell of bad weather I
think to hear him again, but when Icome outside Ilook straight into the giant nostril of a
blue whale. Only twenty feet away on my port quarter. She dives and in the clear water I
see the giant eye curiously gaze at the hull of Snoopy. Clinker built hull, with the white
antifouling makes her probably think this is family. She passes under the boat to have a
peek on the other side surfaces there and repeats this ritual four more times. I’m
fascinated. Then she continues her lonely voyage.

My radio ceased to work after the saltwater intake. In dark hours Iscarcely receive
weather navtexes for my area from Corsen. Meanwhile I’m up to date in my weather
forecasts from the North sea, as daily Ireoeive the massages from the Dutch coastguard.
But non from Portuguese or Azorean stations. The best Ican do is draw my own weather
maps, based on the information given by the eye and the barometer.
My second auto helm breaks down. Though Snoopy, being long keeled steers herself very
well with the helm fixed, Idecide to open both limped steering pilots. In the middle of the
night, on aheavily rolling boat, Isucceed in exchanging parts from one to the other and
manage to have one going again. I’m proud of myself. Not even one screw got missing in
the bilges. Though permanent service will have to be done at Florta.
Another Gale The third low passes and it looks the wind steadies for afavourable course
to Terceira. Still 166 miles to go. Two days at the utmost.

According to the navtex there is supposed to be another low on the Western Atlantic, but
as Ifound out later there were two lows, which united to make life miserable one more
time. At least forty knots of wind drive me back for thirty miles. Everything battened down,
and just under storm jib Irun for twenty feet breaking seas. Hand steering. Meanwhile
singing every song Iknow overload to keep the spirit. But as after six hours the wind
eases abit, and Ican lay by safely, I’ve had it. Ifeel miserable and even think about giving
up and alter course straight for Ireland! But ahot meal, asponge bath, dry clothes, adram
of whisky, acigar, and anap do miracles. When Iwake up after four hours, there is no
wind at all, so even Ireland is out of the question. Next morning, June 12th at 8am a
gentle breeze emerges from the north east. 36 hours later Imake landfall at Terceira.

*1

Snoopy and I
Snoopy is an 18 ft ships lifeboat conversion. Built in 1938 of teak planking on oak timber
as ajolly boat for the transatlantic cargo passenger liner Noordam. In 1946 made a
lifeboat/ man-over-board boat. Decommissioned in 1965 she had ashort life span as
fishing boat. In 1978 the author rebuilt her and made her the sailing boat she is now.

She is rigged as gaff cutter, and carries 27rr?- of sail to the windward. There is abuilt in 6
hp Farymann diesel.

During this voyage the navigational and safety equipment consisted of

amagnetic steering compass, two handheld bearing compasses;
a fi x e d a n d a h a n d - h e l d G P S ;
my almost 100 year old nonius sextant and nautical tables;
amechanical log and aecho sounder;
ardf, barometer and hand held wind velocity meter;
astandard VHF, DSC VHF, and hand held VHF;
aSSB radio receiver. Cospas Sarsat Epirb;
paper charts;
asix persons liferaft in valise;
A80 litre drinking water tank and 30 litre diesel tank. 20 litres of water in 10 I. cans and an

additional 25 litres of bottled water were carried. Also 20 litres of extra fuel were stored
i n c a n s .

I I

K e e s K o o m e n
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A n o t h e r w h a l e

Goose winged Ipeer the horizon to sight
iand. Suddenly the water appears to be
boiling, just 60 feet ahead of Snoopy.
Dead on awhale surfaces. Igive ashout
and straight away it dives again. Ifirmly
grip the jackstays, awaiting ablow. But it
only feels as if Snoopy hits and passes
o v e r a m u d b a n k . J u s t a l i t t l e f u r t h e r t h e

whale surfaces again, looks abused and
carries on. Fortunately only afriendly
bottlenose and not asperm whale. At
11.30 pm, Ican drop anchor in the bay of

1I / -

/-
—

I

t

L o a d e d d o w n t o h e r m a r k w i t h s t o r e s

Praia da Vittoria at Terceira, and
have along telephone call with
my relieved wife and children.
After almost 24 days I’m there.
T h e A z o r e s

As everywhere else in Europe the
to repair afew leaking butt joints and left my autopilots behind for repair. Then Idashed summer was bad, and strong
f o r P i c o . winds and rain kept me pinned i

d o w n o n Te r c e i r a . N e v e r t h e l e s s I
Lajes de Pico was fabulous. Iwas piloted in via the very narrow and winding entrance. got plenty of opportunity to visit
Flere you find remains and traditions of the old whaling industry everywhere. Abeautiful the Island, invited by locals who
museum shows you the history and spectacular examples of scrimshaw. But being invited admired Snoopy and her voyage.

The summer festival at Angra do

Following winds

farmers drove the Spaniard
Conquerors from the beaches
using their bulls. Besides Igot
aspecial invitation from a
whaleboat crew to visit Lajes
de Pico and attend the Spiritus
Sanctus Festivities. They
promised to take me out for a
s a i l i n t h e i r w h a l e r . A h o n o u r I

couldn’t possibly turn down.

S o a s s o o n a s t h e w e a t h e r

permitted Iset course for
Florta, banked the boat there

Terceira, landfal l

continued on page 28



O G A a n d O t h e r T r a d i t i o n a l B o a t E v e n t s 2 0 0 5
5 M a r c h ECOGA Annual Dinner Royal Burnham Yacht Club. Telephone 01621 783969 for

d e t a i l s .

MNK OGA Win ter Pub Meet a t the 3Tuns, Lower Ha ls tow. Contac t Area Sec fo r
d e t a i l s .

MNK Area OGA AGM. Contact the Area Sec for deta i ls .

WA OGA. Regatta Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club. Details to be announced.
C o n t a c t E d i t o r f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s .

Opening weekend OGA Nl. Telephone Peter Lyons on 028 9145 3099 for details.
Solent Area OGA Poole Rally and May Day Bank holiday weekend. Telephone

John Wa lden on 07866 751893 .

ECOGA Foulness Rally. Telephone 01621 783969 for details.
French OGA La Semaine du Golfe Mor Bihan. Telephone 00 33 297622005 for
d e t a i l s .

OGA Trailer Section shake down cruise at Clywedog Reservoir, Mid Wales.
Contact Mike Stevens on 01792 297445 for deta i ls .

Beaulieu River Rally Solent Area OGA. Telephone Ron and Beth Flanson on 07780
616747 fo r de ta i l s ,

instow North Devon. Bristol Channel OGA in association with NDYC, agaff rig
event for trailer /shallow draught vessels. Telephone Ben Armstrong on 01805
6 2 2 4 3 6 f o r d e t a i l s .

Ostende Rally. Email www.oostendevooranker.be tor details.
ECOGA Crouch RallyAA/hitsun Regatta. Telephone 01621 783989 for details.
Lechlade. Traditional boating on the Thames. OGA Trailer section. Telephone Mike
S t e v e n s 0 1 7 9 2 2 9 7 4 4 5 .

Final date awaited. WWMFIS Nelsonian event. Contact David James on telephone
0 1 6 4 6 6 8 3 7 6 4 f o r d e t a i l s .

Brixham Trawler Race and Rally. Contact Dave Keller on 01548 856669 for details.
Tall Ships on the Tamar, Devon. Contact Anthony Power on 01822 832766 for
d e t a i l s .

Milford Flaven Festival. Contact David James WWMFIS on telephone 01646
683764 fo r de ta i l s .

Yogaff 2005. Solent Area OGA. Telephone Geoff Skinner on 023 8040 3155 for
d e t a i l s .

Bangor Traditional Sail OGA Nl. Telephone Peter Lyons on 028 9145 3099 for
d e t a i l s .

Barrow Fest ival of the Sea 2005. Contact Nick Mi l ler on 01229 474737 for detai ls .

Pembroke River Rally WWMS event. Contact David James on telephone 01646
6 8 3 7 6 4 f o r d e t a i l s .

Cardiff Bay OGA Rally Bristol Channel OGA in association with CBYC. Telephone
John F lu t ch inson on 01432 273133 .
B e a l e P a r k t r a d i t i o n a l b o a t s h o w . C o n t a c t M i k e S t e v e n s o n 0 1 7 9 2 2 9 7 4 4 5 .

Sa lcombe Fest iva l . Contac t Dave Ke l le r on 01548 856669 for deta i ls .

ECOGA Brigaff 3006 including ECOGA Race. Telephone 01206 393537/01206
308420 fo r de ta i l s .

MNK Area OGA Annual Race at Queenborough. Contact Sara Flarding on 01227
7 5 2 3 3 3 f o r d e t a i l s .

Marchwood Rally. Solent Area OGA. Contact Geoff Skinner on 023 8040 3155 for
d e t a i l s .

OGA Trailer Section 3rd Ullswater small boat rally. Telephone Mike Stevens 01792
297445 fo r de ta i l s .
In ternat iona l Fest iva l o f the Sea Por tsmouth .

Solent Area OGA 3Creeks Rally. Contact Geoff Skinner on 023 8040 3155 for
d e t a i l s .

Dartmouth Classic Rally and Classic Channel Race. Contact Bruce Thorogood
e m a i l b r u c e @ b l i n d w e l l . f r e e s e r v e . c o . u k

The Perros Classic Regatta. Contact as above.
Dell Quay Festival Chichester. Suitable for small boats. Contact Philip Ruewell on

0 1 4 0 3 7 8 2 0 2 7 .

WWMFIS Sea Services at Milford Pier Flead. Contact David James on telephone
0 1 6 4 6 6 8 3 7 6 4 .

ECOGA Southwold Festival of the Sea. Telephone 01206 393537 for details.
Fete de la Mere Boulogne. Telephone 0033 32052 4698 for further details or
email frcpm@wanadoo.fr
Cherbourg Festival de la Mere 2005. Contact details as for Boulogne above.
Lundy Round the Island Race organised by Ilfracombe Yacht Club. New event
with gaffers class. Contact Dave Turk on telephone 01271 879488 for details or
e m a i l t u r k _ d a v e @ h o t m a i l . c o m
ECOGA Swallows and Amazons rally for open boats. Contact Jon Wainwright on
0 1 2 0 6 3 9 3 5 3 7 . .

ECOGA North Sea Passage, Zeeland Cruise, DCYR Flellevoetsluis. Telephone
01206 393537 fo r de ta i l s .

Le Treport 2005. Contact details as for Boulogne above.
Bangor Festival of the Sea OGA Nl. Telephone Peter Lyons on 028 9145 3099 for
d e t a i l s .

Watchet Marina /WBOA /Bristol Channel OGA event. Telephone Tony James on
0 1 9 8 4 6 3 3 7 3 6 f o r d e t a i l s .

Shipmate Classic Yacht Regatta 2005 Flellevoetsluis, The Netherlands. Telephone
Joachim van Flouweninge on 00 31 654 340575 including the first Continental Old
G a f f e r s R a c e .

Zeeland Cruise in Company. Contact Joachim van Flouweninge above for details.
Plymouth Classic Boat Rally, and feeder races to Fowey and Falmouth Classics.
Contact Andrew Demaine on 01503 230292 for deta i ls fo r deta i ls .

The Friendship Route. Audierne to Belle Isle. Details from the UK Info Desk, 21
Beechwood Ave, Melton Mowbray, LEI 31RT or email BillKJewell@aol.com
Nobby, Gaffers and Classics Race Conwy and North Wales OGA. Contact the
h a r b o u r O f fi c e o n 0 1 4 9 2 5 9 6 2 5 3 .

Fete du Chant de Marin Paimpol. Email www.paimpol-2005.com for details.
OGA Trailer Section Welsh OGA Meet Clywedog. Contact Mike Stevens on 01792
2 9 7 4 4 5 f o r d e t a i l s .

ECOGA August cruise/East Coast Classics. Telephone 01473 832808 /01206
3 9 1 8 7 0 f o r d e t a i l s .

Chichester Flarbour Rally for large and small boats. Contact David and Jenny Still
o n 0 1 2 4 3 5 7 4 2 2 0 o r V a n e s s a B i r d o n 0 1 2 4 3 3 7 8 4 3 9 .

Ardglass Traditional regatta OGA Nl. Telephone Peter Lyons on 028 9145 3099 for
d e t a i l s .

Solent Area OGA Annual Race and Bursledon Regsatta (mega Trafalgar
celebration). Telephone Geoff Skinner on 023 8040 3155 for details.
Actua l date to be adv ised. WWMFIS Pembroke Fest iva l . Contact Dav id James on
telephone 01646 683764 for details.
Solent Area OGA Marchwood Rally. Date to be announced.
Conwy and North Wales Small Boat Event Derwentwater. Contact Sue Farrer on
0 1 2 7 0 8 7 4 1 7 4 f o r d e t a i l s .

Stoke Gabriel Regatta. Devon Area OGA. Telephone 01803 782710 for details.
2005 Regatta Week Guernsey. The culmination of aseries of events throughout
the summer from Easter to Trafalgar weekend. Contact Stephen Robertshaw on
0 1 4 8 1 7 2 6 0 5 2 f o r d e t a i l s .

Netherlands OGA end of season rally and race at Enkhuizen. Contact Joachim
van Flouweninge on 00 31 654 340575.
ECOGA Anniversary Rally and Maidon Town regatta. Telephone 01621 852808 for
d e t a i l s .

Yarmouth Rally and Centenary Chase Solent Area OGA. Telephone Geoff Skinner
on 023 8040 3155.

MNK Area OGA End of Season Rally in the East Swale anchorage and the Flarty
i n n . C o n t a c t S a r a o n 0 1 2 2 7 7 5 2 3 3 3 f o r d e t a i l s .
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