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F r o n t C o v e r :

La Granvillaise -French Bisquine at Brest 2004 by Claudia Myatt Back Cover: Essence of Brest 2004 by Claudia Myatt

Gaffers Log Designed and Produced by Creative Communicafions. Tel: 0117 979 3223



A d v e r t i s e m e n t s h

O F F I C E R S O F T H E A S S O C I AT I O N
F a b i a n B u s h
- b o a t b u i l d e r -

S U R V E Y S &
C O N S U L T A N C Y O N

T R A D I T I O N A L C R A F T

P R E S I D E N T: GEORGE JAGO, Smugglers Cottage, Fambridge Road, North Fambridge,
Essex CMS 6NA, Tel/Fax: 01621 741595

N E W S L E T T E R E D I T O R : PFIIL SLADE, Cleeve Cottage, 8Lower Downside, Shepton Mallet,
Somerset BA4 4JX, Tel: 01749 330046

-design &construction-
-restoration &repairs-

-spars &fu rn itiire-

C H R I S T E M P L E H O N S E C R E T A R Y : ROBERT FIOLDEN, 6Chatham Place, Ramsgate, Kent CT11 7PT,
Te l : 0 1 8 4 3 5 8 2 9 9 7M.A.(Cantab), I.Eng.

A s s o c i a t e r M e m b e r R . I . N . A .

M e m b e r Y. B . D . S . A . MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY: PETER LYONS, 4Knockdene, Bangor, Co Down BT20 4UZ, Tel: 028 9145 3099

DAVID GODSAL, The Orchard House, Brasted Chart, Westerham, Kent TNI 61LR,
Te l : 0 1 9 5 9 5 6 3 7 0 2

H O N . T R E A S U R E R :
NAVAL ARCHITECT

&SURVEYOR
8 A L M A P L A C E , S O U T H S T R E E T

YARMOUTH, I.W. P041 OQQ
TEL. (01983) 760947

The Old Yacht Store,
49 High Street, Rowhedge,
Colchester, Essex COS 7ET

W O O D E N
B O A T B U I L D E R S

NICK MILLER, 4Lowther Crescent, Walney, Barrow in Furness, Cumbria LA14 3RT ,
Te l : 0 1 2 2 9 4 7 4 7 3 7

B O A T R E G I S T E R :

Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 7 2 8 5 7 7 A R E A S E C R E T A R I E S A N D R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

e-mail:fabianbush@btinternet.com
N O R T H E A S T : P O S I T I O N V A C A N T

B R I S T O L C H A N N E L : ALAN HIDDEN, 81 Bay View Road, Northam, Bideford, Devon EX39 1BJ,
Te l : 0 1 2 3 7 4 7 4 7 4 4A S S O C I AT I O N S T O C K L I S T

U K O v e r s e a s
£ 1 2 . 0 0

£ 1 4 . 5 0

£ 1 7 . 0 0

£ 1 9 . 5 0

E A S T C O A S T : JON WAINWRIGHT, Port View, New Road, Mistley, Manningtree, Essex C011 2AE,
Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 3 9 3 5 3 7 / 3 9 6 0 6 6Burgees 15' £ 1 1 . 5 0

£ 1 4 . 0 0
£ 1 6 . 5 0
£ 1 9 . 0 0

I I

1 8
TOM MIDDLEBROOK, 28 Birch Road, Oxton, Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 5UA,
Te l : 0 1 5 1 6 5 2 9 7 4 4

N O R T H W E S T :
2 4 '

I I

3 0
M E D W A Y & N O R T H K E N T : SARA HARDING, Rickyard Cottage, Homestall Lane, Goodnestone, Faversham,

Kent ME13 8UT, Tel: 01795 535279Membership Flags 1 2 ' £ 1 4 . 0 0

£ 1 5 . 5 0
£ 1 8 . 0 0

£ 1 4 . 5 0

£ 1 6 . 0 0

£ 1 8 . 5 0

15'
C O N W Y & N O R T H W A L E S : SUE FARRER, 1Maple Avenue, Alsager, Stoke on Trent ST7 2QX,

Te l / F a x : 0 1 2 7 0 8 7 4 1 7 4
I I

1 8

Ties (multi-motif) £ 7 . 5 0 £ 8 . 0 0 C I N Q U E P O R T S : ALISON CADE.Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye, Sussex TN31 7NT, Tel: 01797 223040

MARY BENTHAM, 2Kilfenora Drive, Raheny, Dublin 13. Eire, Tel: 353 18476279

GEOFF SKINNER, Old Police House, Bridge Road, Bursledon,
Southampton S031 8AH, Tel: 023 8040 3155

ALISON LYONS, 4Knockdene, Bangor, Co Down BT20 4UZ, Tel: 028 9145 3099

DAVE KELLER, 79 Kingsway Park, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 1UD, Tel: 01548 856669

NORMAN MIKKELSEN, Craigallan House, Erngath Road, Bo’ness, West Lothian
EH51 9EN, Tel: 01506 826639

MIKE COLLINS, Prince Regent House, Perranwell, Truro, Cornwall TR3 7PR,
Te l : 0 1 8 7 2 8 6 3 0 9 6

D U B L I N B A Y :Brooches -new design

Cap Badges

S w e a t s h i r t s

Polo Shir ts

N e w l i n e - S m o c k s

£ 4 . 0 0 £ 4 . 5 0

S O L E N T :2 " x 1 . 5 ' £ 8 . 5 0 £ 9 . 0 0

M , L , X L , X X L

M , L , X L , X X L

L, XL, XXL

OGA brass boat plaques with your boat's OGA
numbers inscr ibed in the centre

£ 1 5 . 0 0 £ 1 6 . 0 0
N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D :

£ 1 5 . 0 0 £ 1 6 . 0 0
D E V O N :

£ 2 0 . 0 0 £ 2 1 . 0 0
S C O T L A N D :

£ 8 . 5 0 £ 1 0 . 0 0
C O R N W A L L :

Smocks are available in Breton red only.
Sweatshirts are available in Navy, Green and Burgundy.
Polo shirts are available in Navy, White, Green and Burgundy,
Embroidered name on sweatshirt or polo shirt £2,00.

Please note, that to keep the costs of personalised sweatshirts and polo shirts down, the
supplier has asked us to place minimum orders for 10 items. That may sometimes mean a
delay of up to 8weeks, but you will be advised of the situation when you place the order.
Prices include postage and packing -surface mail for overseas. Please send orders, with cheque or
postal order, payable to Old Gaffers Association (overseas members can pay by credit card or by draft
on aLondon bank) to: Moray MacPhail, Classic Marine, Lime Kiln Quay, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1BD.
Tel: 01394 380390, Fax: 01394 388380, E-mail: info@classicmarine.co.uk,
We b : w w w. c l a s s i c m a r i n e . c o . u k

T R A I L E R S E C T I O N : MIKE STEVENS, 82 Summerland Park, Upper Killay, Swansea SA2 7JA,
Telephone 01792 297445

E U R O P E A N L I A I S O N : RON VALENT, Van t’Hoffstraal 139, 2014 RD Haarlem, The Netherlands,
Te l : 3 1 2 3 5 4 4 2 9 8 0

F R A N C E : PIERRE JAFFE, Tour de la Grand Porte, 35400 St. Malo, France,
Tel: 06 07 67 02 71

Joachim van Houweninge, 2de J. van Campenstraat 84 hsi, 1073 XV Amsterdam,
Netherlands, Telephone 00 31 654 340575

WALLY COOK, 6Baskerville Street, Mundijong 6123,Western Australia

Webs i te : www.o ldga f fe rsassoc ia t ion .o rg

N E T H E R L A N D S ;

W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A ;

E d i t o r ’ s e m a i l : P h i l @ n e s t o n 0 6 . f r e e s e r v e . c o . u k



C o n t e n t s A d v e r t i s e m e n t sfar-

Page

O f fi c e r s o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n , 3

G J 0 C O V A R N O L ’
E d i t o r i a l . 5

W e l c o m e A b o a r d , 6
Vintage Norwegian Pain Killer

N o t i c e B o a r d . 7 V A R N O L

Norwegian varnishing oil.
Inexpensive, easy to use. Takes the agony out oF the brightwork.

VARNOL provides ahardwearing gloss and oiled-wood finish from the same can.
Penetrating, feeding and stabilising old and new timber. VARNOL is quickly

and easily maintained on spars, hatches, decks, garden furniture, floors, doors...
Abeautiful, unstained and long-lasting natural finish.

OGA Area Focus: The Bristol Channel by Alison Boyle 8

Torhilda’s story -part 2: Brest or Bust by Claudia Myatt 1 0

Historical Harbours 2: uravesend by Robert Holden 1 3

OGA Practical: Standing Rigging afollow up 1 4

For stockists lists and Full information signal the importers:
L e t t e r s The Black Dog Stores, Dean Cross, Woodcutts, Dorset SP5 5RT.

Telephone 01725 552641 Fax 01725 552642
1 8

Barrow International Power and Glory Festival by Nick Miller .21
Discounts are avai lable to OGA members.

O G A P r a c t i c a l :

Anodes for mooring chains -Another consideration by Glenn English . 2 2

S a l t e r n s b o a t b o i l d e r s
O G A a n d O t h e r T r a d i t i o n a l E v e n t s 2 0 0 4 / 2 0 0 5 . 2 4

THE BOATYARD, SALTERNS LANE, OLD BURSLEDON,
H a m p s h i r e , t e l y f a x : 0 2 3 8 0 4 0 7 6 0 6

Picnic and Barbecue on the Beaulieu River by Ron Hanson . 2 7

T H E M E M O R Y 1 9
N e w s f r o m a r o u n d t h e A r e a s . 2 8

*Two berths yet uncumpromised
t r a d i t i o n a l l o o k s

* G R P h u l l & d e c k w i t h a

superior wooden fit out
^ * Well proven performance:

O G A r a c e w i n n e r s

Easily handled, easily
t r a i l e r e d c e n t r e b o a r d e r

B u n k s i d e B o o k s h e l f . 3 6

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s . 4 0
/

/

1/
!

The following abbreviations are sometimes used in the newsletter to denote OGA areas:

N E - N o r t h E a s t

- E a s t C o a s t

-Medway &North Kent
-Cinque Ports
- S o l e n t

- N e t h e r l a n d s

- N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d

C W L - C o r n w a l l

B C - B r i s t o l C h a n n e l

N W - N o r t h W e s t

CNW -Conwy &Nor th Wales
D B - D u b l i n B a y
T R - T r a i l e r S e c t i o n

SCO - Sco t l and

EU - EU L ia ison

FR - F r a n c e

GER - Germany
WA - W . A u s t r a l i a

DEV - D e v o n

E C

M N K

C P
PLUS: the I6'6" Tela Dayboal.

the 12'6" "Swallow.s and.AniazoiLS" Wagtail Sailing Dingln
and our New Clinker Ply 7'6" Pram Dinghy,

so light you can carry it on your shoulder!

r U . A D I T I O N . A l . Y A C : H T & B O A T B l ! J L D I N ( J S P E C I A L I S T S

S O L

N L

N l



E d i t o r i a lA d v e r t i s e m e n t s S

Well we are afloat again after our enforced break (pardon the pun). Thanks to all who sent
their good wishes, advice and assistance and offers of places on their own yachts. In truth
we could have gone to Brest and Douarnenez, which was our original Intention, on at least
four or five members’ boats if we had wanted to. All of which reflects In my opinion the
comradeship and good spirit of the OGA.

T I M G I L M O R E 1 / a

N O R T H S E A S A I L SDOLPHIN QUAY BOATYARD
Proprietor: Steven HallQUEEN STREET ●EMSWORTH ●HANTS ●POIO 7BU

Te l /Fax : 01243 373234

Ibex Sail Loft
Woodrolfe Road

Tollesbury, Essex
CM9 8QP, England

, Te l . 0 1 6 2 1 8 6 9 3 6 7

1like being an ‘Old’ Gaffer, which Iam rapidly becoming, but recently amember who Is
even older than me, posed the question that in the 21st century were we wrong to hang on
to the word ‘Old’. Rather, should we become simply the Gaffers Association. He felt that
with more and more new production gaff rigged boats being sold, perhaps we were In
danger of putting potential new members off joining an organisation that they may perceive
as being only Interested In historic vessels. He further suggested that, whilst doing our
utmost to maintain and preserve our older craft, we should concentrate more on the
preservation and continuation of the traditional sailing skills and techniques of our
forebears. This last point Is also reflected in aletter from Richard Pattison on the Letter
Page when replying to aletter printed In the June Log from Mr NHalsby. Any thoughts?

>●*

F U L L S H I P W R I G H T S E R V I C E A T

C O M P E T I T I V E R A T E S

REPAIRS, RESTORATION &
M A I N T E N A N C E O F W O O D E N

C R A F T

P h i l S l a d e

E d i t o r

S T O C K I S T O F T R A D I T I O N A L

B O A T B U I L D I N G M A T E R I A L S

I N C L U D I N G T I M B E R . P LY W O O D ,
B A L C O TA N , W E S T E P O X Y. VA R N I S H ,
P A I N T & M A R I N E F A S T E N I N G S The copy date for the next issue is the 10th November for the December (Christmas)

magazine which is intended to arrive with you before the festivities to help the ‘pud’
go down.

Makers of quality sails,
riggers, chandlers, ropes, wires and filled covers

Triplet® -The Sectional Dinghy
Compact and versatile -Quick to assemble

Deft Developments Ltd,11 Nightingale
Road, Hampton, TW12 SHU, UK
Phone/fax: +44 (0) 208 979 2128
Web: www.deftdevelopments.co.uk
E-mai l : t r ip le t@def tdeve lopments .co.uk

Nearly afloat again
p -



W e l c o m e A b o a r d A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

Mr JRhind, The Old Rectory, Shirwell, Barnstaple, Devon, EX31 4JU, 4422, NIAID
Alison Boyle, Staddon, Appledore, North Devon, EX39 1RB, 4439, HENRY NINKS

CNW Mr DRogers, 26 High Street, Braunston, Daventry, Northants, NN11 7HR, 4438
Mr NFransham, The Redhouse, 1PexhIII Road, Broken Cross, Macclesfield, SK10 3LL, 4443,
K I T I WA K E I I

Mr SConn, 97 Main Road, Underwood, Nottingham, NG16 5GP, 4445, SANDPIPER
Mr JRidley, Ridgecroft, The Ridgeway, Smeeth, Kent, TN25 6SD, 4428, POST BOAT 77

DEV Mr JDaniels, Bucklandville, New Road, Bideford, North Devon, EX39 2BD, 4423, VALTIN
Mr &Mrs JBaker, Laneside, Southcott, Manaton, Devon, T013 9UW, 4451, FRIENDLY SPIRIT
Mr CVan-Martyn, Rochelle Cottage, 3a La Rochelle Road, Vale, Guernsey, 4454, JOHN YOUNG
Mr LFitzherbert, 49a High Street, Totnes, Devon, TQ9 5NP, 4458, HAWFINCH
Mr SDunton, Dolphin House, 1Southtown, Dartmouth, Devon, TQ69 9BX, 4464, PERIWINKLE
Mr AWolstenholme, The Flint Barn, Westbourne Rd, Coltishall, Norfolk, NR12 7WT, 4425, COOT
Mr MCameron, 18 Wycke Lane, Tollesbury, Maldon, Essex, CM9 8ST, 4427, SUNBEAM
Mr DWynne, 35 Chatteris Way, Lower Earley, Reading, RG6 4JA, 4446, BUNNY
Mr MCampbell, 1Home Farm Cottages, High Street, Barraham, Cambridgeshire, CB2 4AG,
4 4 5 0 , W H I S P E R

Mr RJ Phillips, Cordelia, Sundon Road, Chalton, Luton, LU4 9UA, 4460, FARTHING
Dr AMackenzie, The Limes, High Street, Thorpe-le-soken, Essex, C016 OEA, 4456, WILLIAM
Mr KFlatten, South Bank, Cromwell Lane, Maldon, CM9 4LB, 4461, DEIRDRE
Mr PWigg, 3Knowles Close, Halstead, Essex, C09 1BZ, 4462, MUGIL

MNK Mr ESmith, 27 Maurice Court, Agustus Close, Brentford, TW8 8QY 4420, SKALLA
Mr THoldich, 22 Highate, Cherry Burton, Beverley, East Yorkshire, HU17 7RR, 4459, DOVE
Mr RDoig, Larne, Co. Antrim, BT40 1BW, 4457, OREAD
Mr GLyons, 33 Meadowbank Avenue, Donaghadee, Co. Down, BT21 OHR, 4444, KIRMEW

SCO Mr GGarman, Grianan, Ascog, Isle of Bute, PA20 9ET, 4452, TANTINA LL
SOL Mr &Mrs LParkyn, 72 Orchard Avenue, Poole, BH14 8AJ, 4419, WINDSONG

Kay Dymock &Valerie Clack, Furziey Farm, Bramhurst, Lyndhurst, Hampshire, S043 7JJ, 4421,
M A R I G O L D

Mr MHedger, Hinton House, Hinton, Christchurch, BH23 7EA, 4424, BEELEIGH
MrT Crompton, 57 Birch Road, Godaiming, Surrey, GU7 3NU, 4429, DAS LIED
Mr &Mrs EMarris, Broadwater, Undershore Road, Lymington, S041 5SA, 4430, HOPE
Mr CMiller, Cobb Cottage, Station Road, Great Wishford, Salisbury, SP2 OPA, 4431,
C I R C U S G I R L

Mr SDolley, Pookles Lane Cottage, Worldham Hill, East Worldham, Alton, GU43 3AT, 4432,
R U A C H

Mr DFranklin &Christine Hale, Ocean Quay Marina, Belvedere Road, Southampton, SOI4 5QY,
4 4 3 3 , B R I D E N L A D Y

Mr HBird, Church House, 39 High Street, Codicote, Herts, SG4 8XB, 4434, LADYBIRD
Mr RBiss, Brawlads, Shamrock Quay Marina, Williams Street, Southampton, SP14 5QL, 4435,
B R A W L A D S

Mr HHutchinson, 14 Fairlea Road, Lymington, Hants, S041 9EF, 4436, KATIE
Mr CJamieson, 3Manor Villas, The Broadway, Totland Bay, Isle of Wight, P039 OBX, 4440,
G A L A T E A

Mr JCostley, 1Lament Road, London, SW10 OHO, 4441, CHARM
Mr FClarkson, 28 Pilots View, Amesbury, Salisbury, SP4 7UB, 4442
Mr SDArcy, Brook Lodge, Bowcott Hill, Arford, Headley, GU35 8DF, 4447, EQUINOX
Mr BBeauchamp, 6White Rock, Ray Mill Road East, Maidenhead, Berks, SL6 8UD, 4448,
T A N G A R O A

Dr GStrube, 33 Goffs Park Road, Crawley, West Sussex, RH11 8AK, 4449, GOLDENEYE
Mr JGretton, 43 Grove Avenue, Mostley, Birmingham, B13 9RX, 4455
Mr CStevens, Narrows, 7Satchell Lane, Hamble, Southampton, S031 4HL, 4463, FINLANDIA

UAE Mr DSutton, PO Box 27510, Abu Dhabi, UAE, 4437, TROOST

B C

siliPwRIGints
C P

Wooden Hull Repairs, Maintenance, Rebuilding,
Emergency Call Out -Reasonable Rates.

M E R L I N J A C K S O N

4 2 N O R T H D O W N R O A D
C L I F T O N V I L L E

M A R G A T E

K E N T

E C

TEL: (MOBILE) 07989-520484

N E T S R I G G I N G LT DNl

Cooks Yard, Hythe Quay, Maldon, Essex, CM9 5HN
Te l : 0 1 6 2 1 8 7 4 8 6 1 F a x : 0 1 6 2 1 8 4 0 5 6 7

Web: www.tsrlgglng.co.uk Email: info@tsrigging.co.uk

Standing Rigging Running Rigging Guardwires
Hand Splicing Serving Mast Hoops Ash Blocks

Deadeyes Bul lseyes
and much, much morel!

I
X

S P E C I A L I S T S I N C L A S S I C Y A C H T R I G G I N G 0

COLIN FRAKE -Manufacturer &Supplier
♦ Wooden Blocks, Deadeyes, Mast Hoops, Cordage and Rigging Accessories

Traditional Bronze and Galvanised Classic Yacht Fittings
and General Chandlery

The Faversham" So l id Fue l S tove

♦

♦ u

Standard Quay,
Faversham, Kent, ME 13 7DS

P h o n e / F a x : 0 1 7 9 5 5 3 1 4 9 3
e - m a i l : s a l e s @ c o l i n f r a k e . c o . u k



Notice Board |HA d v e r t i s e m e n t s
. 1 .

Sec’s Wanderings, or the diary of the Hon Sec.
S I D F I S H E R A M Y D S A 'Beflha Flaher' 25 iDfi GalT Cutter ●test dMigne^d end

bull in our own yard

It is now over six months since our last AGM (January 2004 )at which you
entrusted the secretaryship of the Old Gaffers Association to me.

So far all appears to be going along nicely and to further that one thing Ido want to do is to
ĝ et out and about to events in the various areas. Consistent that is with sailing our own
Gaffer. To that end we -and Imust say Jan and Ihave attended three events so far this
y e a r .

First off was the East Coast Annual Dinner at the Royal Burnham Yacht Club on 13th
March. The catering was excellent as was the food but best of all were the various
presentations most notably the ‘LitWits’ (literary nitwits) who entered in wet weather gear
and regaled us with some very well scripted, beautifully timed and hilarious ‘alternative’
v e r s e .

By way of achange the 29th May saw us in Brixham for the Annual Trawler Race,
(travelling by car). Now these craft are serious gaffers with their size and expansive sail
plans. Area Secretary Dave Keller was our host and explained the days activities. We
said we hoped to be there for the Race Briefing, mindfu that it is asix hour drive from
home in Ramsgate. We timed it exactly, climbing the steps to the area of the briefing just
as it commenced. Shortly after we were able to capture photographic evidence of Dave in
acompromising position (standing next to amodern motor cruiser). The day was rounded
off with the prizegiving in Brixham Yacht Club overlooking the harbour.

F i s h e r & S o n

The Coppice Packhall Lane
B r i x h a m D e v o n T Q 5 O A X
Te l / F a x 0 1 8 0 3 8 5 5 9 7 5
Mob: 07796 335581

emai l : s id@fishersurveys.co.uk

HAVE YOUR BOAT SURVEYED by aSurveyor
who is also aMaster Boatbuilder (Ret’d).
Ex Professtional Skipper and practical Sailor,
specialising in Traditional Timber Craft
MCA Coding and tonnage measurements .<

Returning from Brixham we called in at Lechlade where Mike Stevens (Sec for the Trailer
Section) and Pete and Sue Farrer of Conwy Area were having asmall boat gathering on
the Thames. Here yours truly was treated to aspot of rowing in aproper clinker rowing
boat. At least Ihad not forgotten in this age of the inflatable the joy of rowing aboat thatgoes in the direction you aim it and keeps going when you stop for amoment. Having
failed to wear me out on this occasion they may have better luck in September when we
hope to visit their ‘Small Boat Gathering’ in the Lake District.

Hopefully we will get to see more of the areas as time goes by.

‘ B U Y D I R E C T

You can now BUY quality sacrificial anodes direct from the manufacturer either
online or by phone at the following prices:

R o b e r t H o l d e n - H o n S e c

Bruce Thorogood is organising the 'Classic Channel Regatta 2005' starting at
Dartmouth. Full details and race programme are still being worked on, but if vinterested emai l Bruce on bruce@blindwel l . f reeserve.co.uk for more detai ls.

y o u a r e

ZGS5R -2kg Zinc
P e a r A n o d e

£ 1 1 . 7 2 I n c V A T

ZGR2- 1kg Zinc
D i s c A n o d e

£ 8 . 2 7 I n c V A T

ZGP8 -1 " Z inc
S h a f t A n o d e

£ 9 . 9 7 I n c V A T

AG/MC/8- 5kg
C h a i n A n o d e

£ 3 7 . 5 0 I n c V A T Devon Area OGA were forced to cancel the Start Bay Race due to inclement
weather. The new date for the race has been set for the 4th September.
More details from Dave Keller telephone 01548 856669.A L L P R I C E S I N C L U D E V A T A N D C A R R I A G E T O A N Y W H E R E

I N M A I N L A N D U K .

Thinking of cruising in Scotland? Contact Norman Mikkelsen to see if your
itinerary fits in with anything he is organising in the Scottish Area. Norman
reports that despite his best efforts support has been slow in coming for events
organised by the OGA in Scotland. Let's not lose out in this superb cruising area.You can calf Norman on 01506 826639.

We have afull range of Zinc, Aluminium and Magnesium Hull anodes In stock &
can also supply anodes for Outboard Engine Drives within 3working days NOW @:

www.z-guard.co.uk
100% Secure Online Ordering, SSL Encryption: 128 Bit

^ ^ 1V / S A

E l e c t s

or ring now on Tel: 0870 2421973 Fax: 0870 2421973
Head office: Unit 203, Tedco Business Works, Henry Robson Way, Station Road, South Shields, NE33 1RF

Z-Guard ,Es tab l i shed s ince 1977



HOGA Area Focus
T H E B R I S T O L C H A N N E L A R E A O F T H E O G A -
B Y A L I S O N B O Y L E

A d v e r t i s e m e n t s

R E Y N A R D I N E
Gaff Yawl Built 1974 to Alan Buchanan design pine on oak
L O A 3 5 f t Te a k d e c k .

Comfortable interior with bogy stove. Galley with 2burner hob
and oven. SL400 wc. Sabb 18hp engine 2:1 reduction
F&R gearbox. Sestral compass, autohelm, walker speed and
distance log, NASA sounder, VHF RT. Summer and winter covers.
Extensively cruised West Country.
Price £19,950.00. Contact Adrian Sharpe Tel: 01242 603375

I'i

They’re at it again -the old gaffer’s, and they certainly had good weather for it! There is
an increasing amount of activity on the water these days, alot of it designed for speed and
excitement. Which is all very thrilling, but imagine, for one brief moment, the river was full
of good old fashioned sailing boats, where the achievement of any speed at all was
dependant on the wind, the angle at which the craft was running and the amount of
canvas the skipper had decided to set, how pleasing would that be?

11

On the weekend of the 15th 16th of May it was possible to enjoy such asight. Following
on from their 40th celebrations last year the Bristol Channel Area of the Old Gaffers
Association, in conjunction with the North Devon Yacht Club, organized aGaff Rig event at
Instow. Alan Flidden, the OGA Area Secretary, sent out invitations to clubs within
reasonable distance such as Watermouth, Watchet and Ilfracombe, but responses also
came from further afield, such as Swindon and the Lake District. Eventually there were
fourteen participants and by Saturday 15th the likes of ‘Cloudwalker’ and ‘Paj’, Tir An Og’
and ‘Sula’, ‘Chiqitita’ and ‘Ruddigore’ were preparing to, in the words of the young people,
‘bring it on down’.

F S I F S I
Gaff cutter built 1970 to the classic lines of 'Dyarchy’
LOA 40ft LOD 36ft beam 10ft draught Oft. 12 tonne larch on oak
fitted out to ahigh standard, well equipped for blue water use. very
traditional, superb cruising
b o a t .

Price £55,000.00 Contact Paul Rush Tel: 01202 625038 Mob:
0 7 9 0 4 2 4 0 1 0 2

or email paul@bakerscottage.go-plus.netThe day of the race was fine and sunny, with sufficient wind to make for an interesting sail.
There were two courses set for the race, with the larger craft following the main channel of
the TawTTorridge estuary past Pool and Inner Pulleys and then on to Outer Pulleys before
heading back for the Yacht Club. The smaller craft remained closer to the shorelines but
both races lasted about an hour and ahalf. Sitting by the anchor on the slip at Appledore’s
Churchfield car park, the scene in play was delightful, as fourteen traditional sailing boats
raced along in the wind, weaving past speedboats and incoming fishing boats and
attracting appreciative comments from the shore. Members of the Yacht Club acted as
stewards and manned the rescue boat. The larger class included Cornish Shrimpers, a
Cornish Crabber, aFalmouth Bass Boat, aSwift Explorer and aLune Whammel (the very
name of which deserves an entry in Call my Bluff). ‘Martha Joy’, the Lune Whammel,
came first. Of the eight vessels in the Open Boat section first place was taken by Jimmy
Johnson in ‘Dabchick’. David James, who had sailed his 13ft 6" lain Oughtred boat,
‘Margaret’, had come down specially for the event from Swindon. David had started sailing
in the 1970’s and had bought acruiser with his friend Barry Mearing, with whom he had
learnt to sail. They, and their wives, had sailed around most of England, including the
Thames, East Coast, Lake District and on the Solent. ‘This is our first time in North Devon,
and we have been struck by the friendliness of people here’.

I W U N D A
34ft LOD. 40ft LOA. Draught 18 inches keel up, 6ft. keel down.
Wycham Martin furling gear for the headsails &roller reefing to the
main. Bermudan main &the jib needs replacing.
Large cockpit 3cylinder Farryman diesel engine.
2berths. Wood/coal burning stove.
Offers around £15000.00. Currently alongside in Tilbury Dock.
Contact Ray Clark on 01268 756867 or 07710 512755.

E Q U I P M E N T:

Avon 2.7 inflatable plus pump, outboard bracket, and bag. Good condition. Price £200.
Raytheon 2500 radar. Good condition £200.
Petter mini-twin shaft and prop. Offers for buyers re-conditioning or spares.
Contact David Reynolds tel: 01428 741693 (evenings)

At the end of the event the fleet of fourteen gaffers sailed up to Bideford Bridge and then
back to Instow. Awards had earlier been given to the Class Winners, ‘Martha Joy’ and
‘Dabchick’: Most Traditional Design to ‘Sula’: Best Performance by aVisitor to
’Cloudwalker’: Greatest Mistake (not the actual terminology but Ihave changed the
classification to defend readers’ sensitivities) by Sailing in the Wrong Class to askipper
whom Iwill not mention but who knows who he is. Furthest Travelled went to ‘Samfire’ and

Best Turned Out Boat went to Tir An Og’, a24ft Cornish Crabber built in 1975. Ispoke to
Neil Johnstone, who bought ‘Tir An Og’ in 1999.

Stainless steel pulpit ex 26ft gaff cutter with stanchions and base plates
Price £75.00 buyer collects (Somerset).
Quantity of lead ballast in ingot form weighing approximately 175 kgs (10 ingots)
Price £75.00 buyers collects (Plymouth).
C o n t a c t P h i l S l a d e Te l : 0 1 7 4 9 3 3 0 0 4 6



A d v e r t i s e m e n t s O G A A r e a F o c u s

‘My son Pip and Isailed her here and we were the only ones to make our way to the rally
by sea. All my long trips Ido with Pip, we sail to Swansea, Padstow, Porlock and Lundy.
She has aGRP hull but everything else is wood. She is gaff rigged with ajib and staysail
but off wind Ihave alarger staysail which increases speed considerably. Ialso have the
option of hoisting atopsail or jackyard topsail in light winds.’ Apart from additional topsails,
‘Tir An Og’s inventory includes apoem. ‘Everyone who comes on board has to read the
poem,’ said Neil. ‘It was written by lain Mcleod and refers to asort of Gaelic Never Never
Land, where the women are lovely, the men are brave and the dead are done with dying.’

Whilst the Editor places all advertisements in the Log in good faith, neither he
nor the OGA, shall be held liable for their content and accuracy.

R O S E O F PA G L E S H A M
Classic centreboard gaff cutter
LOD 25ft plus lifting bowsprit 8ft Sins beam 3ft 9ins draught
with centre board down. Built by Shuttlewood in 1957
mahogany on oak
4berth, lOhp Sabb diesel, major restoration 2001
Price £7,250.00 ono. Contact Malcolm Smith tel: 01947 840687

Neil Johnstone has only been amember of the Bristol Channel OGA for six months and
had joined specifically to take part in the May event. Iasked Alan Hidden, who organized
the weekend, how he thought it had gone. ‘It was amarked success,’ he said. ‘After a
pretty dubious start to the month we enjoyed perfect weather, we have signed up new
members and there is avery strong sense of growing momentum. One of our visitors is
already planning his next visit back to the Torridge in August. And avery definite sign of
success is that one person actually wrote athank you letter,’ at this the Secretary laughed,
‘and if you can make someone put pen to paper these days then you know that it was all
w o r t h w h i l e . ’

T H E T A
Tamarisk 29 gaff cutter
LOD 29ft plus bowsprit beam 9ft draught 5ft
Built 1982 GRP hull by Cygnus, everything else in hardwood
Long keel, teak deck, very well equipped and comfortable cruiser
G o o d s e a b o a t i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n

Price £30,000.00. Contact Steve Morris tel: 01481 257671

For more information on forthcoming events etc. contact:
Alan Hidden, Secretary OGA, Bristol Channel Area: 01237 474744.

Alison Boyle

P E N N Y B L A C K
C o r n i s h Y a w l

Built 1990 LOA 32ft LOD 25ft twin bilge keels recent Yanmar
1 G M 1 0

4/5 berth, toilet, cooker, vhf, auto pilot, echo sounder,
log, full inventory. Black hull with cream deck and tan sails
Good condition afloat Chichester harbour. Mooring
a v a i l a b l e 2 0 0 4 . M o v e a b r o a d f o r c e s s a l e .

Price £23,500.00 ono.
C o n t a c t G r a h a m P e r k i n s t e l : 0 1 2 4 3 5 7 2 0 0 7

MALDON SMACK (Mf
E X G R A C E D A R L I N G

F A I R J U D G M E N T

LOD 34ft Beam 9ft, 3ins Draught 3ft, 9ins
Bukh diesel 20hp. Good mast, spars and sails.
Lying afloat at Foulkes Boatyard River Hamble but with
some work still to be done. Urgent sale needed.
A l l o f f e r s w i l l b e c o n s i d e r e d h o w e v e r m o d e s t .

C o n t a c t J . E . P e a r c e . Te l : 0 1 7 8 4 4 5 2 7 4 0 Ben Armstrong with Martha Joy and Richard Perr with Ruddigore Vby Alison Boyle
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The Lo-Tech Navigator
by Tony Crowley

T O R H I L D A ’ S S T O R Y - P A R T 2 : B R E S T O R B U S T
B Y C L A U D I A M Y A T T

Published by Seafarer Books
(01394 420789) price £10.95The second part of Torhilda’s story which commenced in the Gaffers log September ‘03

In an ideal world, anewly launched boat is tested thoroughly in home waters to iron out
problems before setting oft on along trip. Living in the real world, we were still putting
Torhilda’s rig and fittings together right up to the day we headed down channel from
Burnham to Brest. Sail trials? If only!

I S B N 0 9 5 4 2 7 5 0 3 9

An entertaining and practical book for all
those who wish to be less dependent on
computerised navigational aids. Copiously
illustrated, this book covers many of the old time
sailors methods of finding their way from Ato B
including quadrants, (and how to make one) a
hi-tech back-staff, atide abacus and many
others. Perhaps not to be used as the only
means of navigation on board it does give the
reader an insight in to what he or she could
do if all the gizmos failed as well as being
entertaining just to try.

T h r e e w e e k s o f h e a d w i n d s l a t e r w e f e l t t h a t o u r s h a k e d o w n c r u i s e h a d f a r t o o m u c h s h a k e

and not enough cruise. To add to the fun the gearbox had seized while motoring into
headwinds off Dungeness, which was abad time to discover that our boat was excessively
tender and refused to sail to windward. To be fair to her, it was an awkward lumpy swell, a
force 4on the nose and she was only trying to tell us that she needed alot more ballast at
t h e b o w a n d m o r e s a i l a r e a f o r w a r d o f t h e m a s t .

After along and tedious beat to Eastbourne Perry stripped the gearbox down and found
the spares he needed. He also had to take out and strip down the diesel cooker and hob
as water had got into the exhaust outlets and put them out of action (we opened the oven
door and awave fell out -not good for crew morale!) In rough weather off Selsey Bill we
also discovered that the fore hatch leaked and water poured into the foc’sle with each
w a v e .

On anormal family holiday you can give up and turn back if the weather defeats you, but
this trip was one way as we were delivering the boat to her new home in Pembrokeshire.
Stuck in expensive marinas at the wrong end of the Channel is not good for family morale
and at times our trip seemed like afutile waste of time rather than agrand family
a d v e n t u r e !

Compass -AStory of Exploration and Innovation
by Alan Gurney

' T L A N G U R N E Y
Published by WW Norton and Co
(020 7323 1579) price £17.99Champagne corks were doing sterling work as bungs for the cooker and hob exhausts,

which meant that Perry didn’t have to strip them down and dry them out again; we were
finding the Wallas diesel cooker excellent in general but temperamental; it goes on the list
of things to sort out!

I S B N 0 3 9 3 0 5 0 7 3 4

Alan Guney’s book is both ahistory of the
magnetic compass and acollection of good
stories of navigation. Highly readable and
interesting it is informative and entertaining it
covers athousand years or more of mans efforts
to get from Ato Bwithout hitting the proverbial
hard place en route. Starting with reminders of
what can, and did, go wrong on some of today’s
computerised ships it is worth aread if only to
remind oneself of ‘what if’. Definitely worth a
place on the bunkside bookshelf.

To r h i l d a a t B r e s t

c o A f m s

AStory of
Exploration and Innovation
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The Mariner’s Book of Days
by Peter Spectre

G a f f e r s L o gt

In spite of being aweek behind schedule, we made it across to Brest by missing out on the
Cornish leg of the cruise and heading across channel from Weymouth once the wind finally
r e l e n t e d .

IMARINER’S I■BOOK of DAYS I

Published by Sheridan House Inc and
distributed by Seafarer Books
(01394 420789) price £9.95

The crossing took 40 hours, motor sailing (again!) into awindless swell. It was an
easy passage as our new autohelm came with aremote control so we could sit in the
companionway and dodge tankers in the shipping lane with no more effort than changing
channels on the tv. It stayed calm until we groped into Camaret at Sam in pouring rain and
tied up to the nearest pontoon hoping for rest. We awoke to the unpleasant sound of
fenders popping and mooring lines snagging, as our berth turned out to be on the
windward side of the visitors pontoon and anortheasterly gale had arrived -other night
time arrivals were having the same problem.

I S B N 1 5 7 4 0 9 1 7 8 6

Since its inception in 1992 The Mariners
Book of Days has been hailed as the best,
most entertaining nautical desk diary and
calendar to be printed. Avaluable reference
book in it’s own right with each annual
edition completely different from its
predecessor. As adesk diary with a
miscellany of information as well, it is
both useful and entertaining. Could be a
good idea for aChristmas gift for asailor.

F a i r w i n d s a t l a s t !

Perry at the helm
a n d C l a u d i a

Sketching

PETER H. SPECTRE

Borrowing large fenders from anearby motor yacht we sat in the cabin wincing at every
jolt. We suffered some damage but it was impossible to move until later in the day when a
lull in the wind gave us all the chance to get round and raft up on the inside of the pontoon.
What arelief! The rain still lashed down but we put the cabin heater on, splashed into
town for crepes, and chatted to the few other gaffers that had made it (including Toucan
Too and High Barbaree).

T h e RYA B o o k o f K n o t s S e c o n d e d i t i o n

by Peter Owen
Published by Adlard Coles
(020 7758 0200) price £7.99 On Friday the wind finally turned fair for our sail to Brest. It’s only afew hours from

Camaret but it is amazing how one good day sailing can compensate for weeks of misery.
We had been on board for three weeks but coming up the Goulet de Brest was the first
time we had actually gybed Torhildal

I S B N 0 7 1 3 6 7 0 5 4 1

An essential guide to all who wish to be able
to understand knots, their uses, and how to tie
them. Clearly written and illustrated this book
is aperfect accompaniment to RYA courses
and for the beginner and experienced hand
alike. The second edition also distinguishes
b e t w e e n k n o t s s u i t a b l e f o r n a t u r a l o r a r t i fi c i a l

fi b r e s .

Everyone gets something different from the festival at Brest. On the one hand the
moorings are chaotic (not enough and too many boats close together), the crowds on the
quay make walking around ashore difficult. Crowds of boats on the water, under sail, oar
or motor, all shapes and sizes, make manoeuvring afloat nerve wracking. But once you
find aspace, chuck out every fender and share abottle of wine with everyone rafted up to
you, the unique atmosphere takes over. The scale of the event is awesome, including mid¬
night parades of sail under floodlights and lasers, non-stop music, three nights of impressive
fireworks, square riggers and Ellen McArthur’s trimaran; steam tugs and reed canoes,
everything afeast to the senses.
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We’ve been to the previous three festivals and felt that this year was quieter, with slightly
fewer boats, but the crowds still flocked. We met up with old friends, made new ones
(thanks particularly to the crews of 'Doris’ and ‘Vilma’ for their hospitality!) and Torhilda
soaked up the compliments. One of the most enjoyable aspects is to be surrounded by
other traditional boats, given free moorings and water taxis for ten days, and watch the
modern fibreglass spectator boats get shooed off if they tried to moor up. It made us feel
that restoring awooden boat was anormal thing to do, not abizarre and slightly pointless
eccentricity!

The Boating Book 2004
Published by Anderson and Co
(01672 851333) price £14.99

I S B N 0 9 5 4 7 2 3 1 0 4

The Boating Book 2004 is adirectory of
companies involved in all aspects of sailing
and boating. It gives listings of companies
involved in everything from adhesives to
Yacht Sales, extremely comprehensive,
as aguide to where to look for help it is an
invaluable tool. Competitively priced, and
intended to be updated and enlarged
annually.

The day the whole fleet sailed over to Douarnenez was windless and dull but it was still an
amazing journey with ahorizon full of sail. After three pleasant days in Douarnenez where
the sun finally shone, we headed north for home enjoying the rare treat of afollowing wind
for part of the way before it died completely.

In Newlyn we caught up with post and emails, as well as enjoying abrief but idyllic sail in
Mounts Bay with friends. In flat water and steady wind, Torhilda makes up for her
capricious behaviour off Dungeness and sails like alady, hinting only gently at the
improvements to trim and sail that she’d like.
Her leisurely pace also reminded us that her
bottom was very weedy as we had not been
able to give her ascrub since launching in
February. We think Perry’s patent copper
compound works, but needs rubbing back
a b i t m o r e .

Our final passage was from Newlyn to
Milford Haven, for which asouthwesterly
would have been perfect -but of course it
was anorthwesterly, which gradually
increased to a5while we plugged on
through awild rolling sea with the decks
awash. This Celtic sea was empty of
shipping but full of life; dolphins, puffins,
shearwaters and gannets, phosphorescence
breaking over the decks at night. We kept
watch from the safety of the companionway,
a w e s t r u c k .

EuroRegs for Inland
Waterways
by Marian Martin

Published by Adlard Coles
(020 7758 0200) price £6.99

I S B N 0 7 1 3 6 6 5 8 9 0

A D L A R D C O L E S

^̂ ^̂ EuroRegsJor Inland
, W a t e r w a y s

Apleasure boaters guide to CEVNI, the
second edition of this very useful book of
the regulations concerning the navigation of
Europe’s major waterways is easy to read
and understand. It covers all aspects of what
you may need to travel safely including flags,
lights, markings, procedures in locks and
tunnels to name but afew. If you are taking
your boat on the inland waterways of Europe
t h i s b o o k i s a m u s t .

S o n J a m e s a t D o u a r n e n e z
After 24 hours we thankfully entered Milford
Haven, left Torhilda in her new berth at Neyland marina and reluctantly came home to sort
out our house move. We had only been on board five weeks but the cabin felt like home
and we’d finally stopped banging our head on the deck beam every time we went into
t h e h e a d s ! 5 0

The list of jobs to do on the boat is as long as ever, but she lived up to our expectations
and we know that in time we will learn how to encourage the best out of her and sail her as
s h e d e s e r v e s . M A R I A N M A R T I N

Claudia Myatt
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The Log Book for Children
by Perry Crickmere and Claudia Myatt
Published by Starfish Books price £12.50

G R A V E S E N D - A P O R T T O T H E W O R L D
B Y R O B E R T H O L D E N

Gravesend, aport to the \world, and an area of the North Kent waterfront that tends to be
overlooked by the yachting fraternity, who perhaps see it as somewhere to pass by on the
way up to London or going the other way to the coast. Yet Gravesend has been anotable
part of the history of yachting and shipping for centuries. The yacht designer Linton Hope
in the very early 1900's, designed and built many notable yachts at his yard in nearby
Greenhithe. While Gravesend itself saw the building and sailing of afleet of Bawleys for
cockling in the Thames Estuary, the catch being sent by steam train to London in an effort
to get the best prices at Billingsgate. Fleets of tugs were operated from here over the
years, among them the steam tug Cervia (formerly the Empire Raymond). She survives still
and is currently berthed in Ramsgate as part of the Maritime Museum Collection, though
she is beginning to require some serious work that will need to be done before long.

This is arefreshingly different idea aimed at
children of between 8and 12 years old as a
learning aid and ameans of entertainment
whilst on passage. It is intended as aday to
day Log Book for children to complete which
explains practical navigation in an interesting
and light hearted way. It is easy to read and
understand and has plenty to keep kids
occupied. Both informative and amusing it is
well worth aread and amust if you have
children on board. Written and illustrated by
Claudia Myatt, with aforward by Sir Robin
Knox-Johnston, it is something even the best
of navigators will find themselves thumbing
through.

Afew barges were built at Gravesend and Greenhithe. The Cambria -last to trade under
sail alone -was built at Greenhithe for the ship owning operators FTEverard Ltd., whilst
'The Brownie' of 1901 vintage came from Gravesend for the London and Rochester
Trading Company.

Historically the 'Ruler of the Pilots' had his office in Gravesend, being based on Royal
Terrace Pier. Downstream from the pier is the old entrance to the canal, that at one time
served to provide ashort cut for smaller craft to the River Medway at Strood. With the
coming of the railway this was filled in for much of it's length and, with the tunnel to Strood,
formed the then new rail link from Gravesend to Rochester. Today, what remains of the
canal basin at Gravesend, accommodates yachts and other craft, but due to silting is
becoming limited in use for many larger craft.

Available at the moment through chandlers
or by telephoning 01621 783130.

Sailing Tall
by Max Wood

It is still worth considering Gravesend as astop off on the passage to London, to wait for
the tide before progressing up river. There is agood shopping centre but finding abuoy
and aplace to land actually off the town could be difficult. Better perhaps to seek aplace
alittle further downstream, at the canal, where there are visitors berths, and buoys
a v a i l a b l e i n t h e r i v e r . T h e H a r b o u r m a s t e r c a n b e c o n t a c t e d o n Te l . 0 1 4 7 4 3 5 2 3 9 2 .

Aroynd the w-orld on the square-riggetl Possal (1946-1948)

Published by Seafarer Books
(01394 420789) price £12.95

I S B N 0 9 5 4 2 7 5 0 2 0

R i v e r t r a f fi c o n t h e R i v e r

T h a m e s a t G r a v e s e n d i n

t h e 1 9 2 0 s

Max wood served his apprenticeship on the
‘Passat’ one of the very last commercial
cargo carrying square riggers. This is his
story of how as teenager he joined her just
a f t e r t h e s e c o n d w o r l d w a r a n d s a i l e d t o
A u s t r a l i a a n d t h e F a r E a s t . A v i v i d a n d

interesting account of avery hard initiation
i n t o l i f e b e f o r e t h e m a s t .

Photo: Henry Holden

Weil worth aread and aplace on the
b u n k s i d e b o o k s h e l f .

R o b e r t H o l d e n

’ p



O G A P r a c t i c a l

S TA N D I N G R I G G I N G - A F O L L O W U P

A r o u n d t h e A r e a s

N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D

In the June issue Moray MacPhail of Classic Marine kindly gave an article on standing
rigging as part of the OGA Practical series which gave rise to several points from Nick
Skeates of ‘Wylo’ fame. Nick’s points are in bold type and Morays answer’s are in italics.

Bangor Traditional Sail was held this year from the 25th -27th June 2004. This year we
had 37 boats registered for the event. These boats included the new Atlantic Challenge
Gig Harmonie which is aspritsa Irigged youth training boat rowed and sailed by young
people as ateam. The majority of boats consisted of gaff and Bermudan rigged craft, some
very large and some quite small, all entrants enjoying coming to Bangor to show off their
boats and enjoy our hospitality. The furthest travelled this year was a40ft. Cornish Lugger
Grace skippered by John Nelligan from Cornwall who came up from Howth to join us in

Bangor. The West Coast of Scotland, Isle of Man, Strangford, Larne, Ballycastle,
Carrickfergus, Lough Neagh, Antrim and Portrush were all also represented. Five of
Bangor sLairds Punts, dating from the 1950s have been restored and are now rowed with
great enthusiasm by their owners.

There was plenty of good advice in Moray MacPhail's article on standing rigging in
the June 2004 OGA newsletter, but also several glaring anomalies, which only
con fuse . Tab le 1 i s t he fi rs t t ime Ihave eve r seen s ta in less w i re ra ted weake r t han
galvanised of the same construction. Surely the headings have been reversed?

Here Ihave used data from UK wire suppliers, who agree +/- 2% with each other. The
headings are correct.

Table 2states that 1x19 stainless cannot be hand spliced. Perhaps not by ordinary
mortals but Ihave seen avery neat unserved hand splice in 1x19 in 'Serrafin' done
by Larry Pardey, in use on the bobstay.

In the Marquee which we had erected at the back of BJ Marine, we entertained the visiting
crews on Friday 25th and on Saturday 26th June. We gave tickets to all the crew of the
Grand Turk which was in Bangor harbour for our event. Captain Macdougal spoke to us

at our Prize Giving on the Sunday night and advised us that the trip to Bangor is the best
on its itinerary and he makes every effort to get back to Bangor every year.It is of course possible, so Table 2is wrong there, but Ithink most people would regard the

task as beyond them.
Saturday proved to be the wettest and most blustery day In the event’s history and all ideas
of going to sea were withheld. On Sunday we held our Old Gaffers Traditional Race. In
Class 1the winner was Alex MacRae in "Elk", celebrating his 100th birthday. Second was
John Nelligan "Grace" and third Stephen Clarkson in "Morna", a1920 built Dickies Ketch.
Class 2winner Richard Doig in "Oread", another Dickies Gaffer from 1898. Second Alan
and Irene Aston's "Golden Nomad", Cornish Pilot Trader and third was Don Anderson's
"May Morning", ajunk rigged Kingfisher. Classic Yacht's race winner Jim Busby "Erlin
Mor", aClyde Cruiser and second Duncan Mclnnes In "Talisman", aboat Duncan rescued
many years ago. In the Open Boat Class winner was Ivor Neill "James Kelly", aDrontheim
built in 1998 in Moville in Donegal.

Table 3turns table 1on it's head by suggesting that stainless shackles are three
times stronger than galvanised ones of the same size. Ithink not. But what is the
t r u t h ?

In both cases Ihave used data for commercial untested shackles of the sort likely to be
available in alocal chandlery. Data for the stainless shackles is available directly; for the
galvanised ones Ihave multiplied the safe working load by 5to give comparative figures.
It is possible to get both stainless and particularly steel shackles to ahigher specification,
but in an article of this nature it would be misleading to quote higher figures than would be
routinely achieved.

At the prize giving on the Sunday evening our
Mayor Valerie Kinghan presented ahost of prizes
to our winning skippers and crews, all competitors
received aplaque to remember BANGOR
T R A D I T I O N A L S A I L 2 0 0 4 , O u r t h a n k s t o o u r

sponsors, North Down Borough Council, The
Flagship Centre, Crest Nicholson and
Donaghadee Carpets, without whom we
w o u l d n o t b e a b l e t o r u n t h e e v e n t .

Eric Hiscock in 'Cruising under Sail' states that the size of ashackle is given as the
diameter of the metal in the bow, and the pin is usually larger than this. When used
in rigging the shackle should be one size larger than the wire, he says, and I've
found he's usually right, certainly this advice has served me well in my own rigging,
which is all galvanised, wire, shackles and all.

For standard untested commercial Dand Bow shackles (both stainless and galvanised) it is
no longer the case that the pin is larger than the bow. Other standards such as US Federal
spec do have alarger pin and also abetter alloy of steel. Sight unseen Ihave to assume
the weakest/cheapest equipment! Don't forget to put the 26th November into your

diary for the NIOGA Dinner at RNIYC. Call Alan
Aston on 07899 956523 for details. Our guest
speaker is the Gaffers Log Editor, Phil Slade.

Isuggest that stainless forestays are an unnecessary expense, as it seems to me
that electrolytic action of bronze hanks on wet galvanised wire is the cause of early
rust. By using galvanised hanks on shackles on galvanised forestays, and arub of
grease occasionally, the rust proves not to be aproblem. I've found, and saves mix¬
ing metals at the ends.

Major Valerie Kinghan presenting
Alex Macrae with his prizeAl ison Lyons

Area Secretary
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Another myth I'd like to blow is the bravery needed for wire splicing. For many years
Ihave used the variously named French, Flemish, Canadian logging or even Molly
Hogan splice (all the same!!!), which can be done without tools in 7x7, 7x19, or 6x19
wire up to 8or 10mm, as no tucking is required. Tom Colvin, an American authority
on steel and rigging, claims it's the strongest splice of all: certainly I've never had
one move. Recently in Tasmania, awire strop was made up in half inch wire with a
Board of Trade tucked splice in one end and aFrench splice in the other, and tested.
It broke at 8tons at the Board of Trade splice.

S C O T L A N D

The only news is that John Morgan took 'Boojum' to the Tarbert Traditional Boat Rally on
the 5th and 6th July and Ijoined him for apleasant sail on the Saturday.

Iwill be attending the Eyemouth Festival of Sea Salt &Sails on the 13th to 16th August but
as no interest has been shown in aGaffer's cruise in the Forth the following week Iwill fly
the O.G.A. flag there and in Anstruther the following weekend at the Anstruther Muster.

S o u n d s l i k e a n a r t i c l e i s n e e d e d h e r e !

The O.G.A. continues to exist in name only in Scotland and Ican only hope that the
Scottish members will take more interest next year, Editor note: Well there you are Nick. Ihope that this goes some way to explaining Moray’s

position and clarifies any queries other members may have had. However Nick there is one
thing Iwill ask of you, one article deserves another, and as one of our more experienced
traditional sailors why not write something for the OGA Practical series yourself. The topic
is up to you. Ilook forward to hearing from you.

N o r m a n M i k k e l s e n

Area Secretary

D U B L I N B A Y

Our AGM was held in The Pier House’ in Howth with no change in the Officers for Dublin
Bay Area. We were having grave insurance problems concerning Public Liability cover for
Howth and as aresult we were forced to cancel this years event. However we believe our
problems have been sorted out for 2005, and the Pier House Cup will be held on Sunday
12 September.

John Nelligan arrived in Howth with his Looe Lugger ‘Grace’ to spend afew days on his
way to Scotland. His local publican ‘Simon’ of the Blue Anchor in Helston, famous for his
brew ‘Spingo’ flew over with afew of his regulars to make it amemorable weekend.

Dave Hopkins has just finished building his 35 foot Falmouth work boat ‘Toucan Do’. With
just abare hull purchased less than two years ago, she has been finished to the very high¬
est standard and made her first distance sail to Brest along with the rest of the Irish Fleet
via the Scillys. Brest was asight for sore eyes and the multitude of OGA flags and burgees
m e m o r a b l e .

Paddy Murphy has moved boat and home to Connemara. ‘Aig Vie’ his 10 metre Nobby has
been nearly totally restored. Work on my own boat has been slow. ‘Nuru’, an Uffa Fox
designed Atlantean 26, should speed up now we are back home from France. The plan is
to take her to France next year, and leave her over there permanently and cruise the
French inland waterways for afew seasons.

Poolbeg Boat Club is closed until the latter part of the year whilst their new marina and
clubhouse are being constructed. Being right in the heart of Dublin City on the Liffey
spaces are in demand. Poolbeg has been agreat friend to DBOGA over the years and we
w i s h t h e m w e l l .

M i c k B e n t h a m

Area Secretary
‘Wylo ir designed and built by Nick Skeates
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Race Report
The 12th June was our annual race day, again held in the Medway, an ‘out and back’ race
(making it alot easier for crew with cars to get to and away after) from Queenborough in
somewhat mixed weatherl The event was well attended which was really great and
rewarding for those of us that spend afair amount of time organising these things. We had
afew more locals who haven’t attended before as well as some members of the Crouch

Mafia’ who came across the estuary and are very welcome, as far as Iknow everyone had
agood day even wifh the weather being abit of achallenge for some.

O l d o r n e w. .

The race seemed to divide in half very early on, those that carved their way through the
water as if it were going out of fashion and arrived home considerably ahead of fhe rest of
the fleet, and those who raced for all they were worth but being alittle more sedate took a
little longer. First home was the amazing Wanda, who arrived back so quickly (2hrs18min
after starting!) that they took the committee boat by surprise as they were only half way
through their breakfast! Airlie arrived 26min later with Bird of Dawning hot on her heels.
The earlier finishers missed quite alot of the vicious squalls that turned up in the afternoon
to test the nerve of the back markers. The gods threw everything at the little fleet from
beautiful sunshine, albeit with apretty strong wind, to ‘flatten everything in sight’ squalls
with horizontal sleet and rain! John Cann and ‘Vivid’ were awarded aspecial prize for sur¬
viving the most spectacular and frightening looking jibe around the far marker. All the fleet
got home safely though with varying degrees of grif determination and the usual prize giv¬
ing and knees up followed at the Queenborough Yacht Club. As usual the yacht club fed
and ‘watered’ us all with efficiency, especially as they already had two other events to cater
for on the same evening. Special thanks to Angie who, with her team, ran around like
headless chickens all evening to make sure we had all we needed.Large or small
Summer Rally
Planned for the Bank hoi weekand, 28th-30th Aug ‘04, we are getting together at
Limehouse Basin for ‘food, fun and frolicks’ with apassage race to the event, more info
from MNK secretary.

Swale End of Season meal ‘n’ get together
As last year was such asuccess and many
people who attended have asked us to repeat,
we are planning the same formular as last
year, easily attended by car, at The Ferry Inn,
Flarty, with people attending in boats gathering
in the Swale any time during the day on
Saturday. More info from MNK sec.

They all need fittings
and equipment from..

C L A S S I C A d A R I N E Sara Harding
Area SecretaryLime Kiln Quay, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 IBD

Te l : 0 1 3 9 4 3 8 0 3 9 0 F a x : 0 1 3 9 4 3 8 8 3 8 0
E - m a i l : i n f o @ c l a s s i c m a r i n e . c o . u k W e b : w w w . c l a s s i c m a r i n e . c o . u k

Sara Harding, MNK
Area Sec, presenting the
prizes at the MNK Annual
R a c e a n d r e c e i v e s
‘ c o n s i d e r a t i o n ’ i n r e t u r n
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On the Friday preceding the Brixham Heritage Trawier Festivai, an extended (i.e. we were
aiong way apart!) Cruise in Company, took five boats from the Dart to our destination. In
the race next day, the fleet looked pretty impressive with the four big trawlers taking centre
stage. Our "Guiding Star" and "Regard" took first and third places, in the Large Working
Boat Class. In the Small Working Boat Class (& derivatives), we took 1st, 2nd, and 3rd
places, "Marie Louise" (guess who?), "Julitta" and "Susan". Two welcome new members in
"Oyster Pearl" and "Lady Louise" had good circuits and "Hummingbird" was scorching
about showing off her new headsails and racing flag. "Petranella" was, as usual,
handicapped by her idiot skipper, who lost the plot half way through! In the yacht class
"Anny Ann" took aprize as did "Dorothy" who was also Class IV Concourse winner.
Regrettably "Diana Joan" was dis-masted but thankfully without injury and unavoidably
"Amelia Jane" arrived too late to start. All in all it was apretty good event, we hope more of
you join us next year? On Sunday the fleet dispersed, "Petranella" to the Yarmouth Old
Gaffers Festival (which was better than ever, well done Pat Lester and her committee!) to
be followed two days later, by "Pilgrim" the Brixham Trawler. The only thing of note on this
trip was aheavy squall, which appeared to have "Petranella" (with areef in) surfing with
the wind astern and "Hummingbird" (without areef!) doing her gaff-rigged submarine
impression with the wind on the nose! It’s all fun!

J A M E S L A W R E N C E
S A I L M A K E R S

Vast gaff and lug rig experience
E n t h u s i a s t i c a d v i c e a n d s e r v i c e

Sailmaking ~Design Work ~Rigging
Cover-making ~Repairs &ServicingSalcombe event &Diana Joan's birthday bash? Diana Joan's 100th birthday was celebrated

on the occasion of her owner's 70th on abalmy Saturday evening on the Dart at Totnes.
Both boat and owner looked slightly the worse for wear, the owner Peter Wyatt more so as
the evening wore on. Diana Joan had lost her mast during the Brixham trawler race, and
the remaining stump bobbing gently up and down behind the river wall provided asuitable
backdrop for the party which was well supported by assorted river folk, ex crew-members,
and two MEPs. After much catching up with old friends, and aliberal sampling of the red
and white stuff, we retired to the nearby Steam Packet Inn to abarbecue generously
provided by Peter &Shirley. Anew mast was delivered shortly thereafter, and Diana Joan
and her erstwhile owner must once again be regarded as adanger to shipping.

The Annual Start Bay Race (3rd July) had to be postponed, due to strong wind forecasts.
Had it proceeded we should have encountered F6 gusting F7 with Rough seas. Never
mind it will give some of you that could not make it, the chance to enter the rescheduled
event on 4th September!

We are also looking forward to the Plymouth Classics (possibly followed by the Fowey and
Falmouth Classics?), the Dittisham Regatta (a smashing village event) and the Dartmouth
Royal Regatta (the No 2Regatta in the UK, after Cowes Week and Idon’t think they have
aGaffer Class?), all in August.

After the Start Bay Race (4th September folks!) we shall hopefully have anumber of local
End of Season Rallies organised by our HPOs? Then we shall be praying for an Indian
summer, before we have to Lay-up for the winter. Never mind there is always the Laying-up
Supper and AGM to look forward to, nothing fixed yet but likely to be some time around
21st October. Can anybody guess why? Answers on the back of a£10 note, to the
Secretary, Devon Gaffers!

2 2 - 2 8 To w e r S t r e e t

Brightlingsea
E s s e x C 0 7 O A L

England
Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 3 0 2 8 6 3 E a x : 0 1 2 0 6 3 0 5 8 5 8

e-mail: jameslawrence@sailloft.fsnet.co.uk
D a v e K e l l e r

Area Secretary
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made the visit worth while.After the tour we returned to our boats with time for one or two
of us to sort out our rigging and prepare for asail the next day.

D e a r E d i t o r

As you will have gathered Iserve on the East Coast area committee and have done so for
nearly three years now. Fact Is, Iget alittle annoyed at Central’s attitude with regard to the
member's funds that I, and every other member, pay each year. It seems at times as If they
regard these monies as income to the OGA coffers, which, of course, they are not.

In the late afternoon we headed for Poole Quay where we were joined by Westerman,
Lucy and two smart Harrison Butler’s. Poole Quay Staff, with some encouragement from
the President, were very helpful and we were able to raft up together -eight boats in all!
Whether JW was the only one not to pay ... I’m not sure!

/chair the local Scout Group and though Isay it myself we are fairly successful at fund
raising. That said, nothing would give me greater pleasure than to see the coffers almost
empty by the end of each year. This would be the best Indicator possible that the funds are
doing what they were originally raised for -getting the boys to camps, days out, venture
a c t i v i t i e s e t c .

At 6.00 pm ish we reported to the Portsmouth Hoy (dead opposite to our berths) where a
pint of Badgers Best awaited us and went down exceedingly well I! 24 Gaffers sat down to
a"super" meal, 1st class by any standard. Many thanks to Mark Woodhouse, not only for
the Beer, but also for giving encouragement to the staff at the Portsmouth Hoy who pulled
out all the stops!

There being little wind on the Sunday some boats made their way back to the Solent
whilst others headed for the Studland and finally to south Deep for the evening BBQ.
This and the Pub supper were the highlights of the Weekend ... agood start to the season!
JW would like to place on record his thanks to all those who came to Poole (by various
means!) and particularly to Tom Cunliffe and his family, Mike Shaw and family and his
brother Michael (new member "Trimly Maid") who loaned his dinghy for ferrying crews from
the Rib to shore at Shipstal only to find that the tide had turned and he was aground for
several hours! Fortunately the Pub kept his supper hot!

Ibelieve that the people Involved at Central have lost the plot just abit and need to
appreciate that members pay the OGA asubscription every year in expectation of the OGA
providing them with aregular magazine, as well as staging numerous events throughout
the year. Iknow that the majority of the membership are totally unaware that no money
comes from the membership fee towards staging events! The OGA is totally reliant on
'areas' planning, developing, staging and financing evenfs.

All Iam asking is that Central committee stand back and wake up to the fact that the
money in the bank is not their money. It belongs to the membership and as such, at least a
percentage of it should be fed back to the areas to assist them to finance the numerous
festivals, races, cruises etc. that they lay on throughout the year. All in all it was agreat weekend.

John Walden, "Sparky" 11th May 2004
The East Coast did not arrange for the purchase of a2004 Tshirt this year, we dare not
risk them making aloss, but thankfully one of our members designed and underwrote the
cost of producing one. This year we plan to produce afurther series of Christmas cards for
sale to members. Last year's Christmas card sales were the only thing that kept us solvent!

D E V O N

The long running saga of "dual membership" appears to have reached aconclusion. Qf
those, to whom 1wrote, asking if they wished to continue being affiliated to Devon Gaffers,
there was only asmall response, one way or the other. Therefore with the assistance of the
National Membership Secretary, from whom Ihave had agreat deal of help, the vast
majority have been removed from the Devon mailing list. The minority who wished to
remain and they are more than welcome, will continue to receive our Newsletters and it
serves ’em right! Ihave to say that. I’m not very efficient and If any of you find that you no
longer receive our Newsletters but would like them, put it down to me getting it wrong and
please, give me acall, so that the error can be rectified. Likewise, if any of the (17) "Great
and Good", listed on Page 3(or is it 4-1) of the Log, to whom Ialso send Newsletters, not
to mention additional members of the F&GP (of whom Iam aware?), could do without this
unsolicited "junk mail", please let me know. The exercise has been abit of apain but it will
probably save around £50.00 per Newsletter. Itherefore commend it to other Areas.

M i k e R o b e r t s o n

Editors note: The above letter is taken from various exchanges with Mike by both snail mail
and email, but Ihope that it incorporates the spirit of his views. Controversail? Maybe. I
have asked that either the Hon Secretary or the President gives me his views for inclusion
in the December edition but what are your views?

D e a r P h i l

Many thanks for the return of the photos. The article on page 27 of the June Log looks
good -brings tears to my eyes! The Newsletter is looking really good and an interesting
read. Iknow what effort it is to get copy and put it all together. Sadly the Shake-Down Cruise (17th May) was abit of anon-event. The weather was fine

and "Dianna Joan" accompanied by "Petranella" ventured forth to look at the two new
Cardinal Buoys that Trinity House has graciously bestowed upon us. The afternoon was
pleasantly spent looking, between the Mew Stone and the Skerries, for the protesting
fisherman who was supposed to be on passage to London. Either he was stormbound in a
Plymouth pub or he passed by whilst we were becalmed in the bar of the Royal Dart!

All the best to you.

Richard Meynell

Editors note: Many thanks Richard. It’s nice to be appreciated.
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S O L E N T D e a r E d i t o r

Mr NHalsby (letters, log June 04) and your concise editorial response raised some
important issues that strike at the very heart of the OGA’s raison d’ etre. Ioffer some
thoughts on the same, whilst recognising that there will be as many views as there are
m e m b e r s .

Y a r m o u t h O l d G a f f e r s

The 60th anniversary of D-Day was the central theme at this year’s Yarmouth Old Gaffers
Festival. Coinciding with the anniversary weekend, 114 gaffers large and small were joined
in the harbour by two military landing craft, arestored WWII airborne lifeboat from the
Classic Boat Museum at Newport and nine D-Day veterans from the island. ITN reporter
Michael Nicholson emerged from alanding craft to open the show and on Saturday three
aircraft from the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight flew over the harbour. Glorious sunshine
during the three-day event helped secure record attendance, and hard work from Debbie
Cotton, Pat Lester and the festival committee helped evoke afestival that had the spirit and
vitality of its French counterparts. In fact, Yarmouth is becoming increasingly popular with
French gaffers and this year the festival welcomed the French bisquine La Cancalaise for
the first time, along with the bermudan sloop Belle Aventure, owned by the berthing master
at Paimpol. This year also saw the attendance of two Brixham trawlers. Pilgrim and Leader,
and Keewaydin dropped in briefly on her way to France to take part in D-Day celebrations.

Mr Halsby’s cited reason for joining echoes in large part my own, but Iwould add to it a
desire to meet like minded people. Itotally endorse his and your views on speed. So, if
(on asurvey of three) we are the silent majority, then why the fixation on racing? Without
having undertaken detailed analysis, Iwould think that more than 80% of our "events" are
races. Sailing aboat at its best speed is areflection on some aspects of seamanship
skills, sailing one type of boat faster than another type is areflection on awhole range of
v a r i a b l e s .

Arguably the association is avictim of its own success; not only has Gaff rig survived in
traditional form but it has enjoyed something of arenaissance in modern craft. Having
fulfilled Its original (and still extant) aim, the tide has turned fair but the association got
stuck In an overfall and had arough ride whilst It argued the pros and cons of Bermudan
issues. Personally Ithink we got it wrong but thank goodness we are out of those
dangerous waves. However we have luffed up and lost way. We are not yet drifting
onto the rocks, but we do need to bear away onto anew course, but not necessarily, I
would argue, an entirely new destination.

Saturday’s race was well attended but let down by the lack of wind and astrong Spring
tide. Of the 73 boats that entered, only nine crossed the finish line, despite the course
being shortened. It was La Cancalaise, though, raoing for the first time in Solent waters,
who showed the gaffers how it was done, and despite the lack of wind she took line
honours. Tom Cunliffe’s Westernman took second and the ‘super-gaffer’Alice III third.
Fourth and overall winner on corrected time was the 19ft 6in 12-Square Metre Sharpie,
Rudolph.

I t s e e m s t o m e t h a t t h e a s s o c i a t i o n s h o u l d t u r n m o r e o f I t s a t t e n t i o n t o t r a d i t i o n a l

seamanship skills. The survival of these skills is now under greater threat than Gaff rig
and their preservation fits comfortably with the aims of the association. Isuspect strongly
that our founding fathers implicitly wanted us to preserve these skills but that it never
occurred to them to state it explicitly, after all who could have predicted the changes of the
last 40 years? We have awealth of experience within our ranks and we ought to be able
to pool this before it is lost. Space and intellect precludes me exploring all of the
possibilities, but Isuggest that we need to look at how we teach, preserve and if required
compete in traditional techniques and skills associated with our boats. We ought as an
association and individuals not only pride ourselves on our boats and boat handling but
we should also ensure that the skills and techniques of our forefathers are kept alive.
Such an initiative, if endorsed, needs to be reflected in our events, ashore and afloat.

Off the water, the Old Gaffers men’s team triumphed in the Tug-of-War, while the ladies put
on asteely performance but were unfortunately beaten by alocal. Isle of Wight, team. The
newly-built gaffer Apsara won the concours d’elegance and Joe and Pat Lester’s Iseult won
the best-dressed gaffer and crew.

This year’s event would not have been such asuccess without the hard work of Dick and
Pat Dawson, Chris Waddington, Mark Woodhouse, Moray MacPhail, the Royal Solent
Yacht Club, staff at Yarmouth harbour and the festival organising committee. Many thanks
to t hem a l l .

V a n e s s a B i r d
Ithought Mr Halsby’s criticism of The Log harsh, although his observation on it as asocial
record has some merit. Lately there have been anumber of really first class articles of
general interest, Mark Butler’s "setting agaff main", Jon Wainwrights’s "sailing shallow
hulls" and Moray MacPhail’s "All standing" spring to mind. Arandom selection, but long
may this type of article prosper -but of course as editor you can only publish what you are
offered or bully people into writing. Inote that the cost of the Log is the largest single
outgoing in the association accounts at £10K per year or£2.5K per edition. The area
notes constitute about aquarter of each edition, or put in another way cost us £2.5K per
year but how many people read area notes other than their own? And haven’t area
members already read their own notes in their local publication? My point is that the
place for area notes is in local publications for local members.

The May Day Weekend Gaffers Event in Poole proved to be very enjoyable. Several boats
made the trip from the Solent and reported quite afast crossing (on the Friday!). Following
the rendezvous overnight at south Deep one or two vessels motored to Shipstal Point
whilst the remaining Crews took advantage of Mike ,Dan and Marion Shaw’s powerful Rib,
which made short work of the trip!

The conducted tour of the RSPB reserve was pleasant and interesting. Apart from those
on the water we didn’t see many birds although different ones could be heard "twittering" n
earby. There were numerous Sika Deer which originated from Brownsea Island. They
escaped by swimming some years ago. The whole area is particularly beautiful which
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W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A
So relieve area secretaries of the task of sharing local trivia and social record with us in
The Log. Instead publish local newsletters to the web site, for the few out of area
members who are interested in another area. Local Area secretaries should use the t ime
saved to assist the editor in bullying people to submit articles of general interest to us all.

Yet another OGA Regatta has come and gone, and once
again the Association resources have pulled together to
provide Swan River yachtsmen yet another day to
remember, When scheduling conflicts meant that this
year’s Regatta would fall on Anzac Day, Ifelt that with all
the other activities happening on that day we may be in
for asmall turnout. It was quite asurprise to see that this
year we found ourselves with the biggest turnout yet.

And as Ihave raised the spectre of the web site this deserves further comment. Its
importance should not be underestimated because it is our most public publication and
accessible to (pretty well) everyone regardless of their membership status. The current
web site does not reflect the vibrancy of our membership or activities. To be effective the
web site must be current and relevant. For members who don't have the good fortune to
be on the east coast, compare the OGA website (www.oldgaffersassociation.org with the
East Coast area web site www.eastcoastclassics.co.uk .We should exploit the power of
t h e w e b a n d u s e o u r s i t e t o b e s t e f f e c t .

A t 1 2 n o o n t h e r e w e r e a f e w w o r r i e d l o o k s c a s t o v e r t h e

Swan from under the OGA marquee, as there was not a
breath of wind/ Boats were appearing from all points of
the compass, but none of them were sailing. As luck
would have it agentle little sea breeze came in, and by
the time the first boats were off the wind was light but
steady. It held in all day, and although most would have
preferred abit more breeze, it turned out to be a
beautiful day for asail.

/believe that the consequence of greater co-ordination between The Log, local newsletters
and areinvigorated web site would have another benefit; we could reduce the frequency of
the log to make it asix monthly publication, but make each edition of greater interest to us
all. It would relieve some of the pressure on the committee and area representatives and
save the association up to £5K per year (although some of this might initially be need to
revamp the web site).

Thera’ -fastest gaffer
o n t h e S w a n

As for the racing itself, Thera’ was once again fastest
gaffer, and it will take avery fast boat to beat her.Finally Iwould conclude by recognising that Ihave given nothing to the OGA, it survives

because others donate their time and energy. Nothing is more demoralising for them than
to endure sniping from the sidelines. Ihope that this is constructive criticism and apolo¬
gies in advance to any one who may feel slighted, or their hard work unappreciated.
Ireiterate my thanks for their efforts.

F i o n a H o o k

Area Secretary

C O N W Y A N D N O R T H W A L E S
R i c h a r d P a t t i s o n

First and foremost let me remind everyone about our Small Boat Gathering at Derwentwater in
the Lake District on 3rd -6th September2004. Remember this is an excellent event with fun
and games for all with the usual prizes. Although the venue for the prize giving on Saturday
evening is booked Istill need to give exact numbers together with food choices, which are
again very good value. Please ring me on 01270 874174 to ensure your place.

E d i t o r s n o t e :

Firstly thank you Richard for taking the time out to write. Unless members do so we shall
never progress, and in spite of our love of old craft, their rig, and the old people’s skills, we
do need to move with the times. Afew thoughts struck me when Iread your letter, not
necessarily in any particular order. Ipersonally would like to see more ‘cruise in company’
type events. Ithink they would attract members whom otherwise do not take part in OGA
races. They may also have abeneficial spin off, financially speaking, with places on route.
In France they welcome such events, offering free berthing etc because they recognise the
spin off they receive from the sight of so many ‘old’gaffers in harbour which are attractive
to visitors. And the crews spend moneyiil

Pete and Ienjoyed amarvellous week at the Brest 2004
festival on board Vilma, the top sail schooner owned by
our area President Scot Metcalfe. 2500 boats from the very
smallest to the huge square riggers attended the festival.

P r i o r t o B r e s t w e m a n n e d t h e O G A s t a n d a t B e a l e P a r k

together with Mike and Marlene Stevens from the Trailer
section. It was the usual meeting of old and new friends,
a n d a l o t o f i n t e r e s t i n t h e s m a l l b o a t a c t i v i t i e s . I n o u r

opinion, it was well worth the effort.

With regard to the frequency of the Log, quarterly is best in my opinion since it is through
the Log that we all keep in touch. Twice ayear is too remote, whilst any more than 4
editions ayear and it ceases to become avoluntary job.

As to Area News and it's place in the Gaffers Log, as against local Newsletters, the Web
Site etc -some interesting thoughts but what does the membership want? Write and give
me your views, but please not on the old Bermudian question ....yawn HI

B e a l e P a r k S u e F a r r e r

Area Secretary



A r o u n d t h e A r e a s

T H E T R A I L E R S E C T I O N

G a f f e r s L o g
B A R R O W I N T E R N A T I O N A L P O W E R A N D
G L O R Y F E S T I VA L B Y N I C K M I L L E RThe Instow Rally organised by Alan Hidden (Secretary BC) and hosted by the North Devon

Yacht Club was agreat success, (that is for everyone except Marlene and myself,
came in last! But that’s normal anyway). Full details of this great event can be found on
pages 8and 9written by Alison Boyle.

. w e

In order to raise the profile of the OGA in the north of the NW Area, on the fringe of the
Lake District, the OGA took an exhibition stand space at the second festival to be staged at
Barrow in Furness. The Festival was open for the week end of 12-13th June on the
Associated British Ports docks, which provided space for avisiting fleet and some noisy
and spectacular power boat racing around the buoys.

In June, together with Pete and Sue Farrer, we ran the OGA stand at Beale Park Boat
Show. Recruited 5new members to the Trailer Section, including one couple who were so
keen, that having heard about the benefits of membership, they went and bought aboat
and then came back and joined the OGA! The display emphasised that the OGA Trailer
Section is all about traditional rig, quite anumber of people with gunters, lugs, sprits etc.
told us that did not realise that their rig and modern boat would be acceptable. We seem
to have an image of only having very old, varnished clinker boats bedecked with highly
polished bronze and we need to overcome this.

The visiting ships starred Mir, Zawisza Czarny, Kathleen and May, Matthew, Brocklebank,
Artemis, and others, whilst the "Junior Service" was represented by aHawk trainer, which
followed, but seemed less impressive than aDakota and aSpitfire from the Historical Flight
giving alovely show of acrobatic flying.

Our stand was based around my Shetland Whilly boat Peerie Maa, OGA No 1460. She
acted as adisplay table for the regalia and back issues of the Log, and as ahoney pot to
attract the boating fraternity into range, so that we could explain our aims and describe
both our salt water and trailer sail activities. Our thanks go to Barry Healas and his partner
who came through on the Sunday to help run the stand, and also for the photos that
illustrate this report.

U l l s w a t e r - 1 5 b o a t s a t t e n d e d t h e T r a i l e r

section Rally at Glenridding Sailing
Centre. Unfortunately, Saturday dawned
very windy, with anumber of Force 7
gusts being recorded. Consequently, the
racing was cancelled and we had afree
days sailing according to the capabilities
o f t h e v a r i o u s b o a t s a n d c r e w s . T h r e e

boats made it up to Pooley Bridge but
reported very hairy conditions on the
way back. We had intended having a
picnic with a“Treasure Island “theme at
Silver Bay. Instead, this was held at the
camp side and won by Joanna
W o l s t e n h o l m e w i t h G o r d o n B o u r n e a n d

Liz Jackson coming second.

We enjoyed ourselves, had agood crack with the punters and met some old friends. The
OGA may have gained half adozen potential members, and has taken some orders for
regalia. All in all the event was agood success.

N i c k M i l l e r

L e f t ; N i c k M i l l e r w i t h ‘ P e e r i e
M a a ’ - o u r s t a n d a t B a r r o wJoanna Wolstenholme, winner of Ullswater Rally

‘Treasure Island’theme competition, flanked by
runners up Liz Jackson and Gordon Bourne

Below: The crowds gather
around our ‘honeypot’

Although it was only 9degrees, we held our barbecue at the camp site, mainly so that
when the intermittent rain made an appearance ,we could all scuttle into the tents.
Saturday night saw avery successful OGA supper at the Travellers Rest.

u
On the Sunday, we had acruise up to Aira Force, landed on abeach and held apicnic.
Winds were light on the return but gradually filling. No sooner had we arrived at
Glenridding when Ullswater showed what it really can do when angry. Agale tore along the
lake, those still afloat let their sheets fly, aracing dinghy capsized. In no time, the whole
surface of the lake was covered in white caps.

fl .

m
Anyway, we all enjoyed ourselves despite the weather. Barry Healas who is an Ullswater
regular has agreed to be OGA Honorary Port Officer for Ullswater, so next year is definitely on. I

M i k e S t e v e n s

Area Secretary
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O G A P r a c t i c a l

A N O D E S F O R M O O R I N G C H A I N S - A N E W
C O N S I D E R A T I O N B Y G L E N N E N G L I S H

For those yachtsmen who own their own moorings, the maintenance bill may well begin to
rise as anew and quiet destructive force is making its presence felt In UK waters. Over the weekend of 15**̂  and 16*̂  of May sixteen Gaffers and three Bermudan boats

from the OGA Solent Fleet braved the Beaulieu Bar, In perfect weather, in order to rally at
Buckler’s Flard. The most perfect of South Coast venues, the site is steeped in history,
with many of the British Navy’s Man o’ War Ships being built here during Nelson’s time.
These massive wooden ships were constructed from timber taken from the adjacent New
Forest, after Henry Vlll’s foresight had provided the invaluable resource.

Accelerated Low Water Corrosion (ALWC) is the perpetrator and is caused through
microbiological activity. ALWC has been seen to occur just below the water level or at low
water level in tidal areas, although it has been reported down to the seabed. On some
steel plies it has been reported that up to 4mm per side, per year, have been lost due to
the phenomenon and in some cases mooring chains require replacement after only one
year. ALWC combined with erosion by the constant mechanical movement and interaction
of chain links can be devastating because failure In service can result in loss or damage of
the vessel as well as the cost and time to replace the moorings.

By special arrangement, members rowed or motored their dinghies back down the river to
visit Exbury House and Gardens via the private pontoon on the eastern bank. Exbury
House is still the home of the Rothschild family and was used by the Ministry of Defence
during the Second World War as atop secret planning and administration centre for the
D-Day Landings, with many of the landing craft being assembled In the Beaulieu River
prior to their heroic departure.ALWC is formed by the presence of colonies of Sulphur Reducing Bacteria and are

recognised by asoft orange coloured deposit, under which is alayer of black slime (Iron
Sulphide) The reaction is characterised by a‘rotten eggs’ smell with the formation of
hydrogen sulphide gas.

The gardens are absolutely stunning in the spring with their vibrant display of rhododen¬
drons, azaleas and camellias. Anyone visiting should set aside at least four hours if the
whole garden Is to be covered.

Though nothing can take the place of aregular maintenance routine following guide lines
laid down in the European Standard EN 13174:2001. Cathodic Protection for harbour
installations will reduce the corrosion rates of the new phenomenon that is ALWC. With
corrosion rates in the marine environment on the increase its effect can be virtually
prevented with sacrificial anodes.

During the evening aBeach Barbecue was held on the waterfront at Buckler’s Hard.
Plenty of food and drink helped to replenish the 46 members who attended the rally whilst
agolden sunset Illuminated the beautiful Old Gaffers moored In the river. Members were
particularly pleased to welcome Tom Tit, awholly original Itchen Ferry built in 1894, that
had sailed down from Keyhaven. Other members had come from Chichester, Hamble River,
Southampton Water and the Isle of Wight.

Also to reduce corrosion good quality chain, shackles and swivels of the same material and
grade should be fit. Stainless Steel or Non Ferrous components should not be combined
with mild steel and steel or galvanised steel wire used to mouse shackles.

It is hoped that the event will be run again next year when members will be encouraged to
participate in aTreasure Hunt and further explore the many creeks In their dinghies and
dayboats in order to promote the “Small Gaffer Initiative”.

Fitting the Chain Anode
R o n H a n s o n

S o l e n t A r e a
The Chain Anodes should be positioned below the lowest point of the tidal zone on the
c h a i n .

One 15kg Zinc anode (seawater) or 5Kg Aluminium Anode (brackish water) can effectively
protect up to 6m of chain against corrosion and ALWC for up to 4-5 seasons. When
more than one anode is required ensure even spread along the vertical length.
Fit the anode with the same chain size as the chain beneath it, especially when the
chain size alters in asingle riser.
Where possible fit swivels and shackles close to the anode.
W h e n t h e a n o d e i s i n s t a l l e d i t i s r e c o m m e n d e d t h a t t h e c h a i n i s b r o k e n a n d t h e a n o d e i s

shackled directly in-line. It is very important that the tension on the chain is maintained
a s t h i s t e n s i o n e n s u r e s t h e e l e c t r i c a l c o n t a c t b e t w e e n t h e a n o d e a n d a l l t h e c h a i n l i n k s

along the length of the chain, without this the anode will not protect effectively.

Glenn English
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Glenn is Managing Director of Z-Guard Zinc Anodes, whose advert appears on page 42.
They produce two sizes in mooring anodes; one for quarter inch and one for half inch
chains. They are available in both zinc for seawater and aluminium for estuarine
environments. The chain anodes are cast around link tested chains conforming to BS590
and BS6405 and each has afree link at each end to allow It to be easily shackled to the riser.



O G A E v e n t s O G A E v e n t s

O G A a n d O t h e r T r a d i t i o n a l B o a t E v e n t s 2 0 0 4 / 2 0 0 5

3/6 September Conwy and North Wales Small boat gathering Derwentwater.
Contact Sue Farrer telephone 01270 874174.

2 9 O c t o b e r O G A W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a ‘ R o t t e n e s t ’ W e e k e n d .

Contact Pauline Dilley for details.

4September Start Bay Race Devon OGA. NEW DATE. Contact Dave Keller
telephone 01548 856669 for details.

2 9 / 3 1 O c t o b e r Classic Boats and Ships, Andijk, The Netherlands. For details
telephone 0031 228 591111 or email info@klassieke-schepen.nl

Burlesdon Regatta Solent Area. Contact Brian Crawley
telephone 023 8040 2820 or email dbvc88@hotmail.com

4September 2 6 N o v e m b e r N I O G A D i n n e r a t R N I Y C . C o n t a c t A l a n A s t o n o n 0 7 8 9 9 9 5 6 5 2 3
f o r d e t a i l s .

4/5 September M e d i n a F u n W e e k e n d S o l e n t A r e a . C o n t a c t R o n H a n s o n

telephone 07780 616 747 or email ron-beth@ukgateway.net
2 0 0 5

15 January OGA AGM at the Cruising Club Limehouse London.
Contact the Hon Secretary for full details. Tel: 01843 58299710/12 September Annual Solent Race and Rally. Contact Geoff Skinner

telephone 02380 403155.
14/18 July Fete de la Mere Boulogne. Telephone 0033 32052 4698 for

further details or email frcpm@wanadoo.fr12 September W W M H S P e m b r o k e R i v e r F e s t i v a l . C o n t a c t D a v i d J a m e s

telephone 01646 683764 for details.
Cherbourg Festival de la Mere 2005.
Contact details as for Boulogne above.

14/18 July
18 September Maldon regatta ECOGA. Contact Jon Wainwright

telephone 01206 393537/396066.
29/31 July Le Treport 2005. Contact details as for Boulogne above.

Solent Area Yarmouth (lOW) Rally taking in the Centennial Chase
a n d N E W f o r 2 0 0 4 t h e F i s h & F o l k F e s t i v a l . C o n t a c t G e o f f S k i n n e r

telephone 02380 403155.

25/26 September
July Actual dates to be advised. The Classic Channel Regatta 2005.

Full details can be obtained from Bruce Thorogood
e m a i l b r u c e @ b l i n d w e l l . f r e e s e r v e . c o . u k

2 1 O c t o b e r Laying Up Supper Devon OGA. Date to be confirmed but
c o n t a c t D a v e K e l l e r o n 0 1 5 4 8 8 5 6 6 6 9 f o r d e t a i l s .

Nymth and Coot at Ullswater waiting for
their owners to return from the pub


