


J A M E S L A W R E N C E
S A I L M A K E R Si

Custom Bronze hardware

Lamps -Oil &Electric
Ash and Teak Blocks

Spunflex Rope
Saddles &Travellers

Inglefield Clips
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Craffprf; ILiQg-
O F F I C E R S O F T H E A S S O C I A T I O N

B R I A N K E N N E L L Gaffer Joinery?
Hatches, Doors, Skylights

Louv res , Fu rn i t u re
Saloon table etc.

Made to order in any hardwood
Fully equipped workshop

Specialist in Teak

P R E S I D E N T : N E W S L E T T E R E D I T O R :

G E O R G E J A G O

Smugglers Cottage, Fambridge Road,
North Fambridge, Essex CM3 6NA
Te l / F a x : 0 1 6 2 1 7 4 1 5 9 5

M E M B E R S H I P S E C R E T A R Y :
M A R G A R E T M C N E E
Arijaba, 6West Street,
H a r w i c h , E s s e x C 0 1 2 3 D A
Te l : 0 1 2 5 5 2 4 0 7 1 9

S H I P W R I G H T & S U R V E Y O R
D A V I D C A D E
Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye,
S u s s e x T N 3 1 7 N T
Te l : 0 1 7 9 7 2 2 3 0 4 0

H O N . S E C R E T A R Y :

P o s i t i o n v a c a n t

C o n t a c t
Venture Associates

Unit la Green Lane Farm.

Green Lane, Ampfield. Ronisey
S 0 . 5 1 9 B N

Tel &Fax: 01794 368820

e.mail: rjcoles@aol.coni

H O N . T R E A S U R E R : B O A T R E G I S T E R :

D O W N S R O A D B O A T Y A R D
M A L D O N E S S E X C M 9 7 H F

« D A V I D G O D S A L

The Orchard House, Brasted Chart,
Westerham, Kent TN16 1LR
Te l : 0 1 9 5 9 5 6 3 7 0 2

N I C K M I L L E R

4Lowther Crescent, Walney
Barrow in Furness, Cumbria LAI 43RT
Te l : 0 1 2 2 9 4 7 4 7 3 7

Tel/Fax: Maldon (01)621 853330
Tel; evenings: (01)621 850468 A R E A S E C R E TA R I E S A N D R E P R E S E N TAT I V E S

N O R T H E A S T B R I S T O L C H A N N E L :
R I C H A R D M O N T G O M E R Y
3Tower Hill, Church Lane,
Middleton St George, Co Durham DL2 1DU
Te l : 0 1 3 2 5 3 3 3 0 5 1 . F a x : 0 1 3 2 5 3 3 2 3 5 5

P A U L P A R M E N T E R
12 St James Square
Monmouth, Gwent NP5 3DN
Te l : 0 1 6 0 0 7 1 2 6 2 9

A S S O C I A T I O N S T O C K L I S T

U K O v e r s e a s
E A S T C O A S T: N O R T H W E S T :

J O N W A I N W R I G H T

Port View, New Road, Mistley,
Manningtree, Essex C011 2AE
Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 3 9 3 5 3 7

M E D W A Y & N O R T H K E N T :
L E N A R E E K I E

5Station Road, Faversham,
K e n t M E 1 3 8 E B
Te l : 0 1 7 9 5 5 3 4 2 1 2

Burgees R O G E R B U C K N A L L
Moorlands, 364 Telegraph Road,
Heswall, Wirral L60 6RW
Te l : 0 1 5 1 3 4 2 2 1 5 8

1 5 ' £ 1 0 . 0 0
£ 1 2 . 0 0

£ 1 4 . 0 0

£ 1 0 . 5 0

£ 1 2 . 5 0
£ 1 4 . 5 0

1 8 '
2 4 '

C O N W Y & N O R T H W A L E S :
S U E F A R R E R

1Maple Avenue, Alsager,
S t o k e o n Tr e n t S T 7 2 Q X
Te l / F a x : 0 1 2 7 0 8 7 4 1 7 4

3 0 ' £ 1 7 . 0 0 £ 1 7 . 5 0

Membership Flags 1 2 ' £ 1 1 . 0 0
£ 1 3 . 0 0

£ 1 5 . 5 0

£ 1 1 . 5 0
£ 1 3 . 5 0
£ 1 6 . 0 0

1 5 ' C I N Q U E P O R T S : D U B L I N B A Y :
1 8 ' D A V I D C A D E

Steps Cottage
Playden, Rye,
S u s s e x T N 3 1 T N T
Te l : 0 1 7 9 7 2 2 3 0 4 0

M I C K B E N T H A M
2Kilfenora Drive,
Raheny, Dublin 13, Eire
Te l : 3 5 3 1 8 4 7 6 2 7 9 . F a x : 8 4 7 3 4 8 6

E-mail: mickbentham@hotmail.com
N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D :

A T T R A C T A N E E S O N

1c Ardmore Terrace, Holywood,
C o D o w n B T 1 8 O B H
Te l : 0 2 8 9 0 4 2 7 8 3 9

Ties (multi-motif)

Brooches (new improved design)

Cap Badges

£ 7 . 5 0 £ 8 . 0 0

£ 4 . 0 0 £ 4 . 5 0
S O L E N T:

G E O F F S K I N N E R
8Jesmond Grove, Locks Heath
Southampton, Hants S031 9NW
Te l : 0 1 4 8 9 5 7 2 4 2 7

S m a l l

Large

M,L,XL,XXL

M,L,XL,XXL

Sweatshirts are available in Navy, Red, Green, Royal Blue and Burgundy,
Poloshirts are available in Navy, White, Green and Burgundy.
Embroidered name on sweatshirt or polo shirt £2.00.

Please note, that to keep the costs of personalised sweatshirts and polo shirts down, the
supplier has asked us to place minimum orders for 10 items. That may sometimes mean a
delay of up to 8weeks, but you will be advised of the situation when you place the order.
Prices include postage and packing -surface mail for overseas. Please send orders, with
cheque or postal order, payable to Old Gaffers Association (overseas members can pay by
Eurocheque or by draft on aLondon bank) to: Moray MacPhail, Classic Marine, Lime Kiln
Quay, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP12 1BD, Tel. 01394 380390. Fax. 01394 388380.

£ 5 . 5 0
£ 6 . 0 0

£ 6 . 0 0

£ 6 . 5 0

S w e a t s h i r t s £ 1 5 . 0 0 £ 1 6 . 0 0 D E V O N : S C O T L A N D :
J O H N C R O Z I E R

Horizon, Redoubt Hill, Kingswear
Dartmouth, Devon TQ6 ODA
Te l : 0 1 8 0 3 7 5 2 6 1 8

A L I S TA I R PAT E R S O N
3Maxwell Court, 19 Maxwell Drive,
Glasgow G41 5EQ
Tel : 0141 339 1261

P o l o S h i r t s £ 1 5 . 0 0 £ 1 6 . 0 0

C O R N W A L L : E U R O P E A N L I A I S O N :
M I K E C O L L I N S
Prince Regent House, Perranwell,
Truro, Cornwall TR3 7PR
Te l : 0 1 8 7 2 8 6 3 0 9 6

R O N V A L E N T
Va n t ' H o f f s t r a a t 1 3 9
2014 RD Haarlem, The Netherlands
Te l : 31 23 5442980

F R A N C E : G E R M A N Y :
J E A N - L O U I S G A Y

34 Rue Ampere
85340 Olonne sur Mer, France

W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A :
W A L L Y C O O K
6 B a s k e r v i l l e S t r e e t

Mundijong 6123,Western Australia

A L E X A N D E R N U R N B E R G

Konlgsweg 8
2204 Krempe, Germany

4 0 1
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G A F F Y A W L “ P H I N I X ”

Length 15ft, Beam 5ft.

Converted Finn dinghy, hot moulded mahogany
hull. New sails by Gayle Heard. New spruce main
mast, gaff and boom by Collars. Lead ballast, metal
centreboard. Snipe trailer with winch. Price £1,250
o . n . o .

Con tac t : Pe te r B i ck , t e l . 01732 453582 , e -ma i l :
Pebick@btinternet,com

C O N T E N T S

P A G E

3E D I T O R I A L

\W E L C O M E A B O A R D

A S S O C I A T I O N H O N . S E C R E T A R Y

T H E P I O N E E R S A I L I N G T R U S T

E U R O P E A N C L A S S I C Y A C H T U N I O N

A N N U A L P H O T O G R A P H I C C O M P E T I T I O N

4

w
4

5

6

7

8A M E S S A G E F R O M T H E H O N . T R E A S U R E R

L E T T E R S

DUSMARIE -Part 2-by John Crossman
O B I T U A R I E S

RYA SNIPPETS -by Robert Holden
B O O K S H E L F - 2 n e w b o o k s r e v i e w e d

1
8

1 3

1 6

1 8

1 9
G A F F C U T T E R “ K A T I E ”

34 ft gaff-rigged cutter in GRP. Plug is original
Victor ian Gent leman’s Cut ter. Sui t of 6sai ls , sea
toilet, 2forward berths. Large cockpit doubles as 3
extra berths. Saloon with cooker, basin, fridge and
stowager, all enclosed with a2-part hood in harbour
or spray hood whilst at sea. Equipped with full
instrumentation, IGM Yanmar, stainless steel fuel,

^water and holding tanks. Draws admiring looks
wherever she goes. Price £17,500.

iJ Contact: Graham Dimmer, tel. 0836 205010.

O G A & O T H E R T R A D I T I O N A L E V E N T S

CHLOE MAY -The Millennium Atlantic Circuit -by Simon Costain
A R E A N O T E S

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S - B o a t s f o r S a l e

2 0

2 3

2 5

3 5 ■1.
A S S O C I AT I O N S T O C K L I S T 4 0

Front cover: Ariel, East Coast Classics '99, by Tony Pickering

Back cover: Bawleys Blackbird and Bona, East Coast, by Tony Pickering

C A N O E S T E R N M O T O R S A I L E R “ P O P P Y ”

19ft gentleman’s canoe stern motor sailer, built 1947. Carvel built mahogany on oak,
copper sheathed hull. Original lOhp Coventry Climax single cylinder diesel engine. Some
spars, no rigging. Unused suit of 4sails from James Lawrence. This project 95% complete,
needs tender loving care and afew hours work. Steel yard trailer. Ashore West Sussex. No
r e s o n a b l e o f f e r r e f u s e d .

Contact: Chris Ennis, tel, 01903 690680 (day), 01903 262217 (evenings), e-mail:
chris.ennis@villageestates.co.uk

The following abbreviations are sometimes used in the newsletter to denote OGA areas:

C W L - C o r n w a l l

B C - B r i s t o l C h a n n e l

N W - N o r t h W e s t

CNW -Conwy &North Wales
DB - Dublin Bay
Nl - N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d

S C O - S c o t l a n d
E U - E U L i a i s o n

F R - F r a n c e

GER -Germany
W A - W . A u s t r a l i a

- N o r t h E a s t

- E a s t C o a s t

MNK -Medway &North Kent
-Cinque Ports

S O L - S o l e n t

D E V - D e v o n

N E
E C

C P

3 9
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M A L D O N S M A C K “ J O S E P H T ”

3 0 f t X 9 f t 6 i n x 3 f t 6 i n

Launched in 1901 and now the last remaining true
square-sterned Maldon smack. Equipped for
comfortable weekend sailing -good sailing gear
plus small reliable Brit E10 engine.

This very important piece of Maldon’s Maritime
Heritage now, after 30 years, looking for anew
t rus tee to love and cher i sh her. In commiss ion
Maldon , ready fo r anew ser ies o f coas ta l
adventures. Price £15,000.

Contact: Douglas Scurrey, tel. 01621 855519.
"It might seem ajolly spiffing sport to you, Carruihers, but Idon't think it vill catch on."

It is asad way to start to report the death of one of our Area Secretaries -Jim McNiven from
Scotland. Although Idid not know him well, he was, Ifelt, one of the world’s ‘no-nonsense,
get on with it’ people. Iformed this opinion when Iwas working on the first fishing boat
Decommissioning Scheme and he was interested in obtaining aboat. He will be agreat
loss to the Association. We send our sincere condolences to his wife Mary, who wishes to
remain amember. Please see Obituaries on page 16.

The Essex Jagos have been and returned from their trip to Cornwall, tracking our maritime
ancestors into the 18th century. It is fascinating work and it illustrates similar ways of living
and working around our shores over the last couple of hundred years, even to the coincidence
of two serving on the same-named RN ship just 100 years apart. OK, it’s personal stuff I
know, but it does have arelevance. Someone recently said to me ‘Why did you join the
OGA?’. When Ifirst joined the OGA there was only the OGA looking after traditional boats.
Now, there are various other organisations. But the OGA has developed astructure for the
long term. In the first place, it still maintains an interest all round our coastline in vessels
and forms of seamanship which are now no longer the norm in your average production
boats. But, like Ihave found in my family, areas and jobs have acommon theme, even if they
are hundreds of miles apart. The spread of the OGA throughout these islands, has created
areas which have common views and opinions but are still part of the whole. Another strand
in the Association’s make-up is development. GRP, steel and ferro are now accepted, as is
experimentation with the rig. Every now and again someone brings out arig which is a‘little
different’. This causes excitement for atime and, if successful, the racing rules are inspected
yet again!

Long may all this go on, but do not take the Association for granted. Working for the OGA is
ateam of people who give up their time to keep the Association going. This is not aback-
patting exercise, but areality statement on the running of abig amateur organisation such
as ours. As David, our President, who has put in many hours and miles during his term of
office, said recently, it can be great fun. Contact with the potential new Hon. Secretary is but
one result of his efforts. Currently, Margaret McNee and David Godsal, Margaret in particular,
have been burning the midnight oil sorting out the new Direct Debit system -we should be
grateful to them -and there are others.

My family has continuity, as indicated. Our Association needs new helpers to maintain its
continuity. Think about it, if you have just retired or know someone with time on their hands,
encourage them to join the support team -the OGA is agreat organisation. Contact David
Cade if you can help.

Copy date for next Loq is 1st August 2000.

George Jago-Editor

G A F F C U T T E R “ S E R E N I T E ”

Length 10.20m, Beam 3.5m, Draught 1.70m,
Displacement 10 tonnes+

Iroko on mahogany, new replica 34ft Colin Archer
with 3,800 kilos lead keel. Ill health forces sale of
this fully equipped dream boat. Built to French 1st
category (sail anywhere in any ocean). Deck 2
layers heavy duty marine ply with laid teak deck
effect, on massive iroko beams, fastened with
copper rivets. Mast, boom and gaff of Oregon pine.
1983 reconditioned Indenor 45hp diesel with 250
litres stainless steel tanks, 450 litres water in epoxy
tanks. 10OOw electric winch +winch for lifting sail.
50metres chain, 1CQR, 1FOB anchor, 6sails,
including topsail. Member of Association Vieux
Greements. Lying S. France. Pr ice £45,000
(450,000 FF).

Contact: Tel. 00 33 615686070 (English) or 00 33
468820577 (if you speak fluent French).

More information and cheap travel details are
a v a i l a b l e f r o m t h e E d i t o r .

%'■

\

r r r .

" S E R E N I T E "

GAFF CUTTER “CHLOE MAY”

LOD 42ft, 18 tonnes. Built 1980, Peter Nash, Dartmouth, to aPercy Dalton design. Iroko on
oak frames, every gizmo you would want for racing and/or ocean cruising. Extensive suit of
sails and extras to go with yacht. Interesting history. Returns from West Indies June 2000,
completing Atlantic circuit 1999/2000. Reason for sale -3young children require more
maintenance than yacht.

Contact: Simon Costain, tel. 020 7636 4465 for more details.

3 8



elcome JK.board JK.dvertisemen ts
B C Mr Malcolm Brown, 39 Station Rd, Rhws, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3EY

Mr &Mrs SPWatts, Millbrook Cottage, Longbrook Lane, Lympstone,
D e v o n E X 8 5 B E

Mr &Mrs Raymond Clark, 20 Moreland Close, Benfleet, Essex SS7 4ER

Mr Ben Powell, Aylesbury House, Hollow Lane, Chelmondiston, Ipswich IP9 1JA
V I C T O R I A

Mr PWRidgway, Editor, World Ship Review, No. 3The Green, Ketton, Stamford,
L i n e s P E 9 3 R A

Mr David Shrimpton, Oakleigh, Church Rd, Wickham St Paul, Essex C09 2PN

Mr Ian Ross, 16 Kelfield Gardens, London W10 6LS

G A F F S L O O P “ M A R Y N I V E N ”

L O A 2 3 f t , 4 t o n s T M .

Built JOrr 1939, on the lines of the Harrison Butler
Zyclon. Teak on rock elm, copper fastened, lead
b a l l a s t k e e l . E x t e n s i v e r e fi t fi n i s h e d 1 9 9 3 - t e a k

deck re-laid, hood ends and garboards refastened
w i t h s i l i c o n e b r o n z e s c r e w s , n e w fl o o r s fi t t e d .
Yanmar IGM10 diesel, comprehensive inventory,
ready to cruise. Deep cockpit and spacious cabin
make her acomfortable sea boat. Lying Bursledon.
Price £4,500.

Contact: Pete Hatchett, tel. 01963 23365.

D E V
P E L I C A N

E C

M N K

'N E Mr HSabiston, 41 North Terrace, Wallsend, Tyne &Wear NE28 6PY
K A T H R Y N & M A Y

S O L Mrs Marie Bedford, Spyglass Cottage, Overgang Steps, Brixham TQ5 8AP
R E G A R D

Mr &Mrs CEDavidson, Gorse Hill, 35 Sharvells Rd, Milford on Sea, Lymington,
J A W W A L A K A G I RH a n t s S 0 4 1 O P E

Dr &Mrs Sherwood Elcock, The Cottage, Nunton, Salisbury, Wilts SP5 4HP
U S Q U E B A U G H

I T C H E N F E R R Y “ B R U N E T T E ”

LOA 38ft, LOD 21ft 9in, Beam 8ft 6in, Draught 4ft
6in, 5TonsT.M. (all approx.)

Built circa 1920. New teak deck, good fit-out for
cruising. Lister Petter 6hp aircooled engine (lOhrs
running). Superb sailing boat with good inventory.
For sale for family reasons. Price £10,900.

Full info, at: Elephant Boatyard, Old Bursledon, tel.
023 8040 3268. (Owner currently in France)

Mr &Mrs CPMinty, 2The Saltings, Crooked Lane, Birdham, Chichester,
W S u s s e x P O 2 0 7 S A

Mr SMorris, La Sarine, Fort Rd, St Peter Port, Guernsey
Mr Mick O’Flanagan, 107 Dean Rd, Bitterne, Hants S018 6AS

Mr Jim Ormerod, 66 York St, Cowes, Isie of Wight P031 7BS

Mr &Mrs Richard Rouse, Glebe Cottage, New Rd, Portmore, Lymington,
H a n t s S 0 4 1 5 R Z

Mr Paul &Mrs Sue Rush, Baker’s Cottage, Middle Rd, Lytchett Matravers, Poole ,
E S I E S I

J E N N Y W R E N

T H E T A

B L A C K L A D Y

C H A R M I N A

D o r s e t B H 1 6 6 H J

Mr Piers Watson, 13 Beech Grove, Gosport, Hants P012 2EJ

Mr Stuart &Mrs Terri Wyatt, 22 Southampton Rd, Park Gate,
Southampton S031 6AF

W I N K L E B R I G “ L I B E R T A ”

GRP pocket gaffer with lots of wood trim, 20ft overall, including bowsprit. Built 1994, with
roller reefing, new Mariner 4, boom cover, cockpit awning and winter cover, Portapotti, 3
berths, 2burner gas stove, anchors, water and fuei containers. Lying North Fambridge,
Essex. See Colin Jarman’s review of her at: http://www.sailingnow.com/ComeAboardAA/inkle.
Price £5,995.

Contact: David Cooper, tel. 020 7935 7374 or e-mail: davidcooper@dca-uk.com

T E R E S A

A S S O C I AT I O N H O N . S E C R E TA R Y

In response to my appeal in the March issue of Gaffers Log for an Association Hon. Secretary,
w e h a v e a n i n t e r e s t e d v o l u n t e e r .

Discussions are at an early stage as yet, but Iam pleased to report that the interested party
would meet the Association’s requirements. For their part, they are keen to support us. As
matters become more settled, Iwill announce further details and hopefully, by the next AGM,
the OGA will once again have an Hon. Secretary.
D a v i d C a d e - P r e s i d e n t

S M A C K Y A C H T “ P O L L Y ”

27ft GRP smack yacht, built Tyrrell &Young 1990. Completely traditional. Solid fuel stove,
lOhp Yanmar inboard. Lying Faversham, Kent. Price £24,000 o.n.o.
Contact: Colin Frake, tel. 01795 531493.

3 7
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G A F F C U T T E R “ E A G L E ”

30ft X7.5ft X4.5ft +bowsprit.

Built Harry King. Pin Mill, circa 1915. Pitch pine on
oak, re furb ished 1994/95. 3ber ths, B lake heads,
terylene sails, roller reefing on main, Yanmar YSE8
diesel engine. Excellent condition, ready to launch
-mooring available. Lying ashore Walton-on-Naze.
Price £9,900.

Contact: John Fleming, tel. 01255 861314.

■ T H E P I O N E E R S A I L I N G T R U S T
m m T h e fi s h i n g s m a c k s f r o m

E s s e x a n d K e n t , w h i c h t a k e
part in the Old Gaffers races
and rallies, spent their working
lives dredging and trawling in
r i v e r s a n d e s t u a r i e s . S o m e o f

t h e b i g g e r o n e s , l i k e t h e
Sunbeam, worked down Swin,
but they are essentially inshore
c r a f t .

*

T h e r e w a s o n c e , h o w e v e r, a
fleet of Deep Sea Smacks.
They were mostly ketch rigged,
up to 70' in length and 40 tons
b u r d e n . T h i s fl e e t w o r k e d o u t
of the River Colne, in Essex,
and Br ight l ingsea was the

main port. These smacks dredged for oysters on the Terschelling Banks off the coast of
Holland, went in search of scallops down channel, and some even ventured to the Solway
Firth on the West coast of Scotland. To preserve their catch many were fitted with wet-wells.

By the 1930’s, this hard trade was finished. The vessels were broken up or just abandoned.
One of them, the P/oneer, lay sunk at West Mersea for 60 years. In December 1999, ateam
led by Rupert Marks and shipwrights Brian Kennell and Shaun White, raised the wreck of
the Pioneer. Originally built in 1864 and complete with awet-well, she is aunique example
of her type. With the wreck safe ashore, the first task was to find out who actually owned the
vessel. After several false leads, this was established. ACharitable Trust could now be set
up with the specific aim to acquire and rebuild the Pioneer, using, as far as practical,
traditional methods. When complete, the vessel will be chartered to provide Sail Training,
particularly for the young, the disabled and those deprived by social and economic
c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

Three trustees were appointed. They are, Rupert Marks, owner of the smack Hyacinth, who
is Project Leader; Mary Falk, London Solicitor and Transatlantic single-handed sailor; and
Chris Harker, Chartered Surveyor and owner of the Bawley Marigold. The Pioneer Sailing
Trust was now in business. Afive year licence, at apeppercorn rate, has been granted to
occupy covered premises at Great Totham. Aworkshop has been equipped and supplies
of timber have been acquired and are stacked in the dry, seasoning. Ateam of shipwrights
has been assembled -Brian Kennell and Shaun White have extensive experience in
traditional ship restorations and they are assisted by Brandon Oram and Alex Risk.

Asearch at the Public Records Office at Kew revealed the original ship registration dated
1864 and was traced right through to 1948, when the P/oneer was finally withdrawn from the
Registry. Asmall exhibition of photographs and contemporary engravings has been set up
telling the history of these big smacks and recording the rescue of the Pioneer. Dr Robert
Prescott of St Andrews University, who has prepared the Historic Ships Register, has
inspected her. The Trust have made contact with Brightlingsea Town Council, Harbour
Commissioners, Museum and Town Quay Association. They have all given the Trust their
approval of the Project. When she is completed, it is hoped that the P/oneer will be based
at Brightlingsea.

Rebuilding work is now well under way. Anew keel, stem and stern post are all in position.
Framing up the forward section of the vessel is complete. Agallery has been built so that

I

R e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e m u d Photo: Pioneer Sailing Trust

G A F F Y A W L “ M A L L A R D ”

LOA 23ft 6in, LOD 17ft 7in, Beam 6ft 2in, Draught 1'
/2 f t 6 i n .

Open day boat, decked fore and aft, epoxied clinker
ply and teak, pine spars, new tan sails, road trailer.
Price £1,250 o.n.o.

Contact; Richard Negus, tel. 01543 492075 or
negus@excite.co.uk.

S H A R P I E 1 2 S Q U A R E M E T R E K 7 2 “ M E D E A ”

LOA20ft. Built Percival, Norfolk, 1946. Substantially
rebuilt 1992-96. Mahogany on oak, all new frames,
c e n t r e b o a r d c a s e , r u d d e r a n d d e c k . A l l n e w
galvanised Sharpie Class fittings. Mast, gaff and
boom original and in very good condition. Although
designed for racing, cockpit space and stowage
room make her suitable for cruising. Ashore since
her restoration. For sale due to other sailing
commitments preventing me making full use of her.
Pr ice £2,000.

For further information contact: Philip Newman, tel.
0 1 4 7 3 4 1 4 3 5 8 .

C L I N K E R - B U I L T D I N G H Y

Length 8ft 6in. Built 1985, oiled and varnished. Perfect tender but now too small for family
plus dog. Lying Faversham. Price £495 o.n.o.

Contact: Julian Mannering, tel. 01795 537644.
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visitors may view the work as it progresses. From the computer generated lines drawn out
by DMCannell &Associates of Wivenhoe, the shipwrights are able to cut out each frame
using afull-scale pattern. It is arare opportunity to see asmack restoration on this scale
again in Essex.

This all costs money -alot of money. The rebuild is estimated at £430,000. Approximately
one third of this sum has been secured from private charities. The remainder will be raised
f r o m w h e r e v e r t h e T r u s t c a n fi n d i t .

B u t i n t h e m e a n t i m e , w o r k i s
progressing fast and there are
s t o c k s o f t i m b e r i n h a n d t o s e e t h e

vessel framed out and planked up.
T h e T r u s t w e l c o m e s v i s i t o r s

interested in traditional ships and
s h i p - b u i l d i n g m e t h o d s .
Pioneer may be viewed by prior
arrangement with Rupert Marks, tel.
01621 893830. Alternatively, visit

w e b s i t e :

www.pioneersailingtrust.org.uk

F O R S A L E

2 2 F T L U G G E R “ S U E T O O ”

Built 1989 as agaff cutter and converted to alugger
in 1997. GRP hull, construction designed by Essex
University and Lloyds approved. 2berths, galley,
heads, lOhp Stuart Turner, many extras. Lying
Essex. Pr ice £16,500 o.n.o.

Contact: Roy Loram, tel. 01206 303560.

T h e

t h e T r u s t ’ s

Rebuild under wa> ailing Trust

E U R O P E A N C L A S S I C YA C H T U N I O N
P R E S I D E N T ’ S R E P O R T 1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0

It seems incredible that it is now over 4years ago since my father and Isent out the invitation
asking you to meet up at Johan Anker’s house, Lillehaugen, to found the Union. We have
had our ups and downs since then, but progress has been made, as witnessed by an
increasing regional co-operation and some important restorations of historic yachts. At
headquarters, we are most grateful and interested to receive the Old Gaffers Log,
Freundeskreis and the DFAEL magazines. We also hear from Austria, W. France (La
Rochelle) and Switzerland fairly regularly.

The main activity envisaged for ECYU in our statutes, was to hold “Europe Weeks”. Stockholm
(1998) and West Mersea (1999) have now been held and building upon such experience, I
hope the Europe Week 2000 event over afortnight in the Oslofjord will be memorable. We
have had avery good entry response so far (from Germany and Sweden especially). There
are also plans for 2001 and 2002, which will be presented at our 4th AGM for final approval.

Ithink the main problem we have faced in the running of ECYU is that most of us already
have demanding voluntary jobs to do in our own clubs, so that it is hard to find the energy to
do more for an umbrella organisation. We need communication, not only between the
Board and the Member Associations, but also sideways between the Member Associations.
Iwould like to close by thanking those of you who have had the time and really have worked
hard for the ECYU idea. Ludvik Sandnes and Iwould like to be able to hand over the torch
after the 4th AGM knowing that ECYU is in good hands.

The 4th AGM of ECYU will take place in Vollen, up the fjord from Oslo, on Sunday 23 July,
starting at 09.00 hours sharp and closing at 12 noon. In the afternoon, the assembled
fleet will sail/motor into Oslo, arriving at Oslo Flarbour around 18.00 hours, to be welcomed
by the Mayor of Oslo, who also opened our first AGM in Oslo in 1997.
Please note ECYU new websi te code: www.ecvu.org

Looking forward to seeing as many as possible of you in Oslo this summer.
P e t e r E n n a l s - P r e s i d e n t

G A F F Y A W L “ G W E N I L I ”

LOA 37ft 6in, LWL 32ft 6in, Beam 9ft 6in, Draught
5ft.

Built A. la Gorce Fils, Bordeaux, 1910. Roomy,
comfortable cruiser, easily handled. Full suit of
sails, comprehensive inventory. Marinised BMC
1.51 diesel engine. Lying Suffolk. Price £16,000
o . n . o .

Contact: Brian Humby, tel. 01473 780583.

B E R M U D A N R I G V E R T U E N O . 9 “ M A R Y ”

Built Bridlington Yacht Building Co. 1939. Pitch pine on oak, mahogany coach roof, keel
stepped mast, lead keel. Re-galvanised floors and re-fastened garboards and hood ends
1993. Substantial deck overhaul. Combes Boatyard, 1999. New upholstery 1999. Extensive
sail wardrobe. Featured in 5th edition Adlard Coles “Heavy Weather Sailing” and “Yachting
Monthly” March 1994. Offers in region of £15,000.

Contact: Tel. 023 9263 1312 or e-mail: james.burdett@herbertsmith.com

The Editor places advertisements in the Log in good faith. Neither he, nor the OGA, shall be held
liable for their content and accuracy.
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same spo t whe re t he o r i g i na l I r i sh
prisoners escaped from Fremantle Gaol
over 120 years ago, on board the Whaler
Catalpa. Sorcha has 3rowing positions
and can carry aton of cargo, drawing only 6
i n c h e s , s h e r i d e s t h e w a v e s l i k e a
thoroughbred!

We are well into the year 2000 and already
overtaken by unique and momentous
events -especially the closure of the Swan
River and the cancel lat ion of our Annual
Regatta, all due to an excess of algae.
Fortunately, anew date of 16 April was fixed
for the Regatta.

We have been involved in making aTV film
The Spirit of the Swan’, with Brian Axcell,
G r a h a m L a h i f f a n d J o h n f r o m t h e O l d
Gaffers doing avery fine Captain Vlaming
re-enactment on the Swan River (pre algae
bloom days),

Ihave also been involved in planning a
‘Prospect of the Sea’, aMaritime Careers
Expo, involving TAEF, Universities, schools
and the boating industry. Ibelieve this year
will be the one of greater public recognition
of the Old Gaffers and al l the wonderfu l
contributions of the members at many
d i f f e r e n t l e v e l s .

P a t r i c k R e i d

P r e s i d e n t -

O G A o f W A

A U S T R A L I A D A Y W E E K E N D

Once again this event was held at the hard-
s t a n d i n g o f T h e C r u i s i n g C l u b ,
Rockingham, and what an ideal venue it is!
Saturday afternoon saw the arrival of half a
dozen or so boats and their crews, with
other members driving to the celebration.
The Wooden Boat Works Australia Day
Trophy was presented at the Champagne
Breakfast. This trophy is presented to the
person, or boat, who best portrays the Spirit
of Australia. This year the winners were
Adrian and Mary Edwards, Atica, “for service
t o t h e A s s o c i a t i o n ’ ’ .

The day concluded with craft sailing via
Garden Island for lunch and then home.

Chris Bowman -Sailing Master

STOP PRESS The OGA of WA is going from
strength to strength. We now have 20
teenage Scouts and Leaders as Corporate
M e m b e r s .

We had avery, very successful Annual
Regatta on 16 April on the Swan River. The
photograph shows Aorere, an 1898 gaff
rigged cutter, sailing majestically through
t h e s t a r t l i n e .

P a t r i c k R e i d

The judging of the OGA Annual Photographic Competition was held in
the Royal North of Ireland Yacht Club on Sunday 19 March 2000. There
was another record entry of photographs, 72 in total, from 19 different
entrants. The entr ies came from four di fferent countr ies, UK, Ireland,
Netherlands and Austral ia. Two weeks before the close, Iwas worr ied
at the number of entries, but after the Gaffers Log came out, my post box
filled up. What agood job the Log does, it proves that you read it.

O L D G A F F E R S ' A S S O C I A I I O N

I N T E R N A T I O N A L
P H O T O G R A P H I C
C O M P E T I T I O N

Peter Lyons (left)
with the judges

The judges were -Bob Flamilton, photographer from the “Newsletter”, one of the main
Northern Ireland dailies; Gillie McCleave, wife of the Commodore of the Royal North of
Ireland Yacht Club; and last but not least, our own Nl gaffer Michael McKee, immediate past
Commodore of the Irish Cruising Club and Vice Commodore of the Royal Ulster Yacht Club.

It took the judges over thirty minutes to pick the winners, and they were:-

Best Gaff Rigged Boat Photograph
1St A n d r e w R e i d

2nd Tony Pickering
3rd N i c o l a D i x o n

Best General Sailing Photograph

1st Tony Pickering
2nd M r s I a n M c K i n n e l l
3rd A t t r a c t a N e e s o n

W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a

Medway &NKent
E a s t C o a s t

Suanen, off Queensland
Ethel Alice on the Medway
B r a c k e n L a s s f r o m a F l o o k e r

Medway &NKent
S o l e n t ?
N I r e l a n d

All the prize-winners will receive their prizes shortly. Eight of the photographs will appear as
front and back covers on the next four issues of Gaffers Log. If you want to see the winning
photographs now, you can do so by looking at the Photo Comp page on the OGA web site -
www.oldgaffersassociation.org. All the pictures sent to me will find their way onto the web
s i t e i n d u e c o u r s e .

Congratulations to all the winners and thanks to all those who took the time to enter. All the
pictures are currently with George Jago for review and when returned to me Iwill send those
who requested it their pictures back to them. All those who did not request their pictures
back, will find them in the OGA photo archive, held by George.
Thanks also to the judges who willingly gave of their time and to the Royal North of Ireland
Yacht Club who again gave of their wonderful facilities. Aspecial thanks must go to my wife,
Alison, who this year did most of the hard work involved in putting on this competition.

Next year’s judging date is 18 March 2001 and the first entries are in, from France. So come
on, get your cameras out and photograph your lovely boats.

Peter Lyons

Gaffer, EC Classics 99
C l e v e r R e fl e c t i o n s

Resting in the Rigging

A o r e r e P h o t o ; P a t R e i d



Area ISfotesLetters
A M E S S A G E F R O M O U R H O N . T R E A S U R E R It will be agreat pleasure for me to meet

you in the following months along the
F r e n c h c o a s t s

Kind (sailing) regards

Jean-Louis Gay

Overseas L ia i son -F rench OGA

Please see page 1of this Log for the private
address of Jean-Louis Gay. Editor.

But the most important subject of this letter
is to inform you of the creation of the web
site about our sailing club and chiefly about
afantastic event during Summer 2000.
From 28 July to 2August, the international
meeting of the French OGA will be located
i n L e s s a b l e s d ’ O l o n n e .

There are three major events in France for
the last summer of this centui^:-

B R E S T 2 0 0 0

July 13,14,15,16
D O U A R N E N E Z 2 0 0 0

July 17,18,19,20,21
L E S S A B L E S D ’ O L O N N E

July 28,29,30,31, August 1,2

All information for details and inscription
a r e o n t h e w e b .

Site Internet: http//www.mutimania.com/
a m i c a l e d e s o l o n o i /

e - m a i l :

amicaledesolonoi@mutimania.com

Or wr i te to : - Amica ie des Olonnais , Quai
d e l a C a b a u d e , 8 5 1 0 0 L e s S a b l e s
d ’O lonne , F rance .

Te l / F a x : 0 2 5 1 3 2 4 8 1 4

The serious problem reported in March in relation to double payment of subscriptions, has
now been almost completely resolved. there are still anumber of members who do not
appear to have received the expected refund from their Banks. Would any members who
find that they have still not had the duplicate payment back, please contact me as soon as
possible.

You will be glad to learn that profuse apologies have been received from the senior
management of almost all the Banks for their numerous errors. Iam pleased to say that the
Banks have contributed very generously to the RNLI (following my suggestion) and the total
t o d a t e s t a n d s a t a l m o s t £ 7 0 0 .

Icannot end without expressing my thanks to all members who have been most patient
during the long delay in obtaining refunds of the duplicate payments. Imust particularly
express my appreciation for all the extra work carried out by Margaret McNee, our Association
Membership Secretary, who has avery onerous task at the best of times in dealing with the
subscription records of over 1200 members.
D a v i d G o d s a l

W E S T E R N A U S T R A L I A

One of the great joys of working with Old
G a f f e r s a n d a l l m a n n e r o f w o o d e n b o a t s i s

that you get to share in someone’s own
idea of waterborne bliss! Kieran Ginnelly,
originally from Achil Island and now a
d i a m o n d m i n e r i n t h e f a r n o r t h o f W e s t

Australia, has just built his own little piece
o f heaven , down unde r, an Ach i l I s l and
Curragh. 18ft long and 4.5ft beam, made
in American oak and pine in the traditional
m a n n e r a t t h e W o o d e n B o a t W o r k s ,
Fremantle. Over 18 months in the building,
Sorcha (the bright one), named after
Kieran’s daughter, was launched by Kieran
(the dark one!) at 14.00hrs on 1st April,
b e f o r e a c r o w d o f 2 0 0 f r i e n d s . T h e l a u n c h

s i te . Bothers Beach, Fremant le , was the

82 Longstomps Avenue
Che lms fo rd CM2 9LB

The Editor, OGA News

3 M a r c h 2 0 0 0

Dear S i r

Flandicapping

Flow can intelligent and otherwise sensible and reasonable men talk so seriously about such an
ethereal subject?

The only circumstances in which afair system of handicapping could be worked out for awide range
of gaff craft would be arace on still water with asteady breeze blowing at agiven speed, say force
4. There would have to be a'see-saw’ adjustment for lighter or stronger winds at five knot intervals
because small light boats will sail above afixed handicap in light airs while large heavy boats will do the
same in strong winds.

Even this Utopian ideal dissolves into chaos once you introduce tidal streams and race down with the
ebb and back with the flood, for the vessel that rounds the mark at low water will have an overwhelming
advantage even with afair wind. Flyers beating back over the last of the ebb or sluggards beating
down to the mark over the young flood might just as well be disqualified.

May Iremind pious 'believers’ that if arace starts in aflat calm and the fleet kedge over afoul tide for one
hour, each craft has adifferent lapsed time although no one has moved.

In nearly fifty years of sailing Ihave never queried ahandicap, although Iadmit Idid fiddle the figures
after winning the second East Coast race. Iincreased my waterline length from 16 to 20 feet to make
certain that it did not happen again!

The Swale Match has the right idea. All boats race level -the first one home is the fastest and the last
is the slowest. Unfair? Well yes; the first boat home enjoys far less sailing time than the slowest. We
tend to forget the sheer delight of gliding across the water under sail. Iwas one of the last home in the

M M t s H M h / r a . ! < t i L
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b e a l o t o f f u n . M e i s s n e r W i n c h e s

has put up aprize that will be
awarded during this event, for the
most or ig inal c lassic yacht .
Partridge, the beautifully restored
19th century gaff cutter, won it last
y e a r i n t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n
Regatta circuit and now this
prestigious prize will be awarded
i n H o l l a n d . B o t h l o c a l a n d

national press have caught on
to it, so we are expecting alot of
people to show up. The only
snag is that the prize (a gold
plated Meissner winch mounted
on amahogany board) can only
be won by members of the VKSJ,
b u t m o s t O G A m e m b e r s

shouldn’t have any technical
problems joining us, so that can
probably be arranged quickly.
T h e r e w i l l b e o n e o r t w o r a c e s

on Saturday with aparty/prize¬
giving in the evening.

If you are interested in any of
these events please call, fax or
mail me. My phone number is
on page one of this Log. My fax
number is 31 23 544 2983, and

E m a i l

ronvalent@hotmail.com

Cheers and lots of good sailing
R o n V a l e n t

European Liaison

East Coast race one year and those two final hours were an absolute joy, by far the best sailing of the
day with agood working breeze at long, long last and the sun setting over Osea Island.

C h a r l e s S t o c k

{

Aes
117RothburyRoad
Durham DH1 5QB

S a b l e s
d ' O t o n n e

George Jago
Editor, Gaffers Log

10 March 2000

Dear George

Handicapping extreme craft

Iwas very much interested in Dick Dawson’s letter on the problems of fairly handicapping the very
disparate craft signing up for OGA races. Many members lovingly restore and sail traditional vessels
where sheer speed through the water was not an overriding priority given the requirements of load
carrying, fishing or ultimate seaworthiness. When these craft are up against extremely fast vessels,
it is difficult to be fairto everyone. For instance, the beautiful open boats designed by Ian Oughtred are
interpretations of traditional boats, but radically different in weight, construction, underwater hull form
and speed potential from the craft from which he draws his inspiration. Likewise, as Dick pointed out,
there are some yachts with avery modern hull form and gaff rig, which would leave the average smack
standing.

It is afact of life that the purpose of astraightforward race is to establish which boat is fastest over a
course. You cannot really complain when it does just that.

There are, Ithink, two possible solutions. One is, as Dick mentioned, to have afast class separate from
more sedate craft. Dick highlighted two problems here. One, who decides which boats should be in
which class? Two, what happens in less populated regions where there are perhaps only one or two
boats that can be fairly classed as fast? There is aparallel here, by the way, with dog agility
competitions, in which my wife takes part with our dogs, where Border Collies sweep the prizes. ABC
classes (Anything But Collies) have been started alongside open classes to give other breeds a
chance. This is the equivalent of having fast and standard classes. Unfortunately, we do not have
such clear cut distinctions as recognised breeds. One possible alternative is for owners to decide
which class to enter, with public opinion being suitably disapproving of 'glory hunters’ who enter fast
boats in the standard class. Another option is to lay down that two or three wins in aseason will
promote aboat from the standard class to the fast class.

The problem where an area has few fast boats may be more difficult. Just as an idea, would it be
possible for owners of fast boats to send in their elapsed times over the distance sailed in alocal race,
assuming that the course permits sailing on all points, perhaps with arecord of wind strength, so as to
allow aleague table to be drawn up over aseason? This leaves out tidal considerations, but perhaps
o v e r a s e a s o n t h e s e w o u l d e v e n o u t .

Another option is to recognise that some boats are going to walkaway with races and to expand the
use of alternative events which give everyone achance to shine. Ifeel this may be an approach worth
exploring and Iput forward the following ideas to stimulate discussion.

1. Have amark say 4miles from the start, with each crew to give an estimated time of arrival, taking into
consideration their boat speed, wind direction and the tide. Prizes would be awarded to the boats
reaching the mark closest to their predicted times. No anchoring, heaving-to or holding manoeuvres
permitted within one mile of the mark. This tests navigational and sailing skills and knowledge of one’s

m y i s :

F R A N C E

Iam very pleased to present
myself and to give you some
news about the French OGA. My
name is Jean-Louis Gay and I
have recently been put in charge
o f o v e r s e a s l i a i s o n f o r t h e
French OGA. Isucceed Jean le
Faucheur in this position.

I a l s o h a v e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s i n a n
Association of traditional boat owners’ gaff-
rigged boats, called "Olonnois" We are

S T A T i a / M
V O I L E V

o *
v r t i i : fi M i H n f J v s H i f . ' S h e

loca ted in Les Sab les d ’O lonne -A t lan t i c
coast -Vendee, anice harbour with along
past of traditional fishing boats.
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Avery pleasant day. When Blue Chip
returned, we helped Leslie to put the
Shrimper back onto her trailer so that he
could return to the port of Ballymena. The
rest of us retired to McMillen’s for alast pint
before going home.

All things considered, the weekend was a
success. We had helped Wee Maggie and
Yknot with their problems; met with crews
of at least 14 gaffer’s boats at various
stages of the weekend; and the weather
was good, apart from alittle fog. Roll on
the next Gaffers gathering.

Peter Lyons
Vi c e P r e s i d e n t - N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d

they are organising acruise in company
this year as well. Our members know you
are coming and with the help of mobile
phones and abit of luck, we plan to try and
link up with your fleet.

The VKSJ has two events on the Ijsselmeer
-19/21 May and 9/12 June. Naturally, any
OGA member who happens to be in the
neighbourhood is welcome to join in.

Things really get going in August, as this
y e a r t h e r e w i l l b e a p r e - S A I L i n
Scheveningen on the weekend before SAIL
AMSTERDAM takes place. The idea at
present is to do aFeeder Race from
Lowestoft to Scheveningen on Thursday 17
August. Arrival there should be sometime
on Friday, depending on the weather and
the course sailed. Once in Scheveningen,
there will be amixed programme of daily
r a c e s o f f t h e c o a s t a n d o t h e r a c t i v i t i e s

ashore last ing unti l Monday. Besides
racing there will be beach volleyball and
soccer in the day time and drinks, dancing
and prize-giving in the evening. The plan is
t o d o a n o t h e r F e e d e r R a c e / C r u i s e t o

Ijmuiden on Tuesday, when you can either
hang around to take part in the incredible
Parade of Sail from Ijmuiden to Amsterdam
on Thursday; continue on to the Ijsselmeer
immediately; or return home. We are
particularly keen to have as many Gaffers
taking part as possible and will probably
make aseparate class for them. There is
p l e n t y o f r o o m i n t h e h a r b o u r a t
Scheveningen, but naturally we would, if
possible, like to know beforehand who is
coming. In the Netherlands we have a
distinct split between the North -Ijsselmeer
and inland lakes, and the South -Zeeland.
This event in Scheveningen is conveniently
half way and we expect agood turnout.
Besides yachts, there will also be anumber
of smaller Tall Ships in Scheveningen at
t h i s t i m e .

Iam sorry to say our main event on the
Ijsselmeer this year, on September 16 and
17, will unluckily coincide with the Maldon
Town Regatta. Despite this, Iwould like to
draw your attention to it as it promises to

own boat. Avariation would be that skippers would have to estimate their time around atriangular
course. The slowest boat around the course may well win, if it comes closest to its target time.

2. Run 'pairs’ races, with afast boat teamed up with aslower vessel. Say four teams of two boats
taking part. Each boat is handicapped in its own terms, so the fast boats are effectively sailing against
each other and the slower boats against the other slower boats. There would be no absolute need for
the two classes to sail the same course. It might be appropriate to have shorter, inshore or river
courses for smaller or open boats, while their larger and faster team-mates took adusting outside. The
adjusted times of each team member to be added togetherto establish the team placing.

3. Manoeuvring competitions, with buoys marking acomplicated course, with points for accuracy
rather than speed. Avariation on this may be to have to pick up items from the water, or from pontoons.
All to be done under sail.

The main thing is that everyone should be able to enjoy themselves and develop their skills in handling
our wonderful rig.

Yours sincerely

John McDonagh

T H E N E T H E R L A N D S
Honeydew, Brixham Marina

Copy date closes on the first of May, Iread
in the last Gaffers Log. Well that is months
away so Iwill have plenty of time to collect
some news. A l l Ihave to do is fin ish the

boat quickly in March and early April and
then have aweek or two to write up my stuff.
One or two of you out there probably have a
c l a s s i c w o o d e n b o a t a s w e l l a n d h e n c e

are now smiling sympathetically at my naive
ramblings. Iought to know better, after
having owned various classics for over 25
years. You never get the boat finished
quickly and certainly not by early April. It is
now therefore late Sunday evening on 30
April. Iam so tired after working all day on
my far from finished boat that the tips of my
fingers even hurt, but Ihave alot of news
and must get it typed and mailed or Brenda
and George will stop loving me.

Well what is happening over here that is of
interest to my fellow OGA members. Iwill
try to be brief and chronological. Ihave
published all the OGA events on the East
Coast in our Dutch '\/KSJ club magazine
and have slightly over optimistic, but not
totally unrealistic, hopes of coming across
to at least one of them this year to show off
my new boat. Iam pleased to see that
coming across to Flolland every second
year for the Dutch Classic Yacht Regatta
isn’t enough for the East Coast OGA and

27 March 2000

DearMr Jago

Flandicapping

Mr Dawson has, along with others, failed to solve the perceived problem of extreme form because this
is not the real problem. It exists in this perceived form in all sports from conkers to FI motor racing.
Some people must win, be first, be number one top dog at all costs and will interpret, bend or break any
rules designed to promote alevel of competition where any entrant has an equal chance of success.

This is the real problem and has several potential solutions. One, not that Iadvocate it, is to ask any
doctors or vets in the club to provide asupply of tranquillisers which the organising committee can use
during pre-race social meetings as they see fit.

My solution is not to race at all. Brixham is the 22nd port entry made cruising since January. But people
who must race will not understand the level of competition involved with Spring tides and winter
weather around the Bay of St Malo, any more than Iunderstand why they compete against the spirit of
the racing rules.

Why not pursuit races, with the individual start times given out in the local area race instructions, to
encourage active race activity for all boats in sight of the finish line. Why not aNavigators race. No start
line, only astart time and afinish time at the finish line. The race is won on points for marks rounded with
the navigator picking his own course within the race area. Why not have two winners in each race -
one first past the post, the other on local handicap time. Why not calculate a‘yardstick’ number for each
boat which wants to race, based on all previous race result times available. Why not make acondition
of entry that the winner(s) is OOD (race committee) with further entry to the event conditional on
completion of this duty.

Why not cruise and enjoy awider horizon in life than afinish line.

Yours sincerely

Roy Ingall

3 11 0



J\.rea iVi "Letterso t e s

team of gaffers working at Yknot, preparing
her for the water, stepping the mast and so
on. Adrian Spence was dispensing varnish
onto the vast area of Madcap’s masts and
wooden bits. Aiden Reilly was well into his
repainting of Reality. When all this work
was finished, the gaffers met in McMillen’s
f o r a f e w b e e r s a n d a m e a l . T h e r e w e r e
about 20 of us. The food was very good
and the craic even better. We retired hurt
from there and went for asingsong on the
Golden Nomad\ Istopped playing the banjo
early.

Saturday dawned
a b i t d u l l e r t h a n

Friday but there
w a s n o r a i n . W e
d e c i d e d o n a

course of action, jlii
so Wee Maggie, [HBlue Chip, Eliza "
Jane, Honora and

Golden Nomad set H|off down Belfast *
L o u g h f o r t h e
R o y a l N o r t h o f
Ireland YC. in very
l i t t l e w i n d . W e e
M a g g i e , o n h e r
s h a k e d o w n c r u i s e
with her new steering One Eight zero captain
owners Peter and (helmswoman -Blaze Lambert

Pat Kennedy, developed cooling problems
with the engine and returned to Bangor. The
rest of us arrived and went in for lunch. Ron
and Joan Martin on Wee Intombi '\o'med us.
A p l e a s a n t h o u r w a s s p e n t i n t h e
Clubhouse before we again set off. for
Carrickfergus, where we tied up at the
Carrickfergus SC pontoon. After dining in
the Club, the evening was rounded off with
a m u s i c a l s e s s i o n i n t h e b a r .

Sunday was supposed to be destination
Copelands, but the fog and cold Easterly
wind saw us end up at Ballyholme beach
for abarbecue. Mandahn, Robin and Alison
Brennan, who had launched on Saturday
at Carrick, set off for their new mooring at
Magheramourne, but the fog also affected

them. They had to wait for it to lift from the
Antrim shore before they ventured North.
Fortunately, the fog lifted from the Co. Down
side of Belfast Lough much earlier and we
had agood sail up to Ballyholme. Wee
Maggie was back in action with anew
impeller curing the overheating condition,
but the batteries were giving alittle bother.
Honora later produced abattery charger
which solved this problem. Brian and
Fenulla Williams had joined Leslie Hughes
on Blue Chip for an afternoon’s cruise. Alan

A s t o n w a s i n h i s

e l e m e n t d o i n g
t a x i s e r v i c e t o t h e
s h o r e i n t h e W i t h

dinghy that Ihad
helped him to pull
out of ahedge a
few months ago.
A l a n a n d I r e n e

d e s e r v e a l o t o f

credit for the job
d o n e o n t h i s l i t t l e

b o a t . Y o u w o u l d
t h i n k i t w a s b r a n d
n e w . A f t e r t h e

b a r b e c u e a n d t h e

f e r r y m a n w e r e
settled, we had a
singsong at our

Photo : J . Lamber t anchorage
before sailing off

and drifting back to Bangor Marina. Such
bliss. Carol Laird moved Yknot up to the
c o r n e r o f t h e M a r i n a w h e r e w e h a d a l l
moored together and, as this was Carol’s
first outing in her new boat she decided to
have aparty. The owner of one of the power
cruisers in the vicinity presented abottle of
Tequila and another of Peach Schnapps to
the cause. That wreaked havoc. Stephen
Clarkson and Fiona arrived and joined in.
The lights went out early -sleep.

Monday dawned bright and breezy. Wee
Maggie and Blue Chip set out for the
Copelands, followed by Eliza Jane. Alan
and I rene went out wi th Carol on Yknofs
first sail with her new owner. Honora sailed
in company and took some photographs.

P o r t V i e w, N e w R o a d
Mistley, Essex C011 2AE

George Jago
Editor, Gaffers Log

April 2000

Dear George

Iam pleased that others in the OGA now appreciate there is aproblem with handicapping “extreme
craft”. For many years on the East Coast we have had the problem of equating hotshots with lumbering
old trawlers, and everything in between. Ihave probably worked out more OGA handicaps and taken
more abuse than most on this issue, and Ihope you will publish my letter because of this. Ithink it was
ashock to many Solent members when Dirty Girty and Jade took part in the Solent Race during the
IFOS.

The problem is inherently with the formula -it does not take account of displacement, or rig inefficiencies.
The RORC formula and its descendants promote the horrible looking plastic soapdishes we have today.
It was never intended as ameans of being fair to converted fishing boats. It would be possible to bring
in adisplacement factor with just one more measurement, but the thought of re-handicapping 1400
boats is going to be too much.

Many have asked for performance related handicap systems. Thinking about it, our boats have been
sailing in races together for many years. Whilst recuperating from one of my bypass ops, Itook all the
results of EC OGA races for the previous five years, including the Shotley weeks and other events.
Some 800 boats in about 100 classic/gaffer races -avast amount of data. Using spreadsheets, I
adjusted TCFs to equalize corrected times on individual races. Then Iwas able to average out the
adjustments. The system was such that after each set of race results, handicaps would automatically
adjust and average themselves. New entrants would go in on standard OGA THCF, then adjust on
subsequent races. Technically this worked and it was aseif-improving system. But trying to explain it,
especially when most of the committee could not understand it either, to acompetitor who thought he
sailed ablinder and still came last, was difficult. Basically, people don’t like being told they cocked up a
race. Easier to blame the handicapper. Incidentally, my own boat Deva did considerably worse with this
system.

However, not all those painful hours assembling this huge database were entirely wasted. It did enable
me to work out some simple generalisations on how different types of boats relate to each other. And
except for the official East Coast Old Gaffers Race, we modify handicaps on the basis of these
generalisations. These are as follows:-

1. Bermudan rig, forthe same sail area, is approximately 10% faster. On classic boat races when there
is along beat against wind and tide, we find the poor old gaffers suffer really badly and 10% is not
nearly enough -but the weather is not always bad!

2. The difference between apurpose designed racing boat, eg. an ECOD, and ahealthy cruiser like a
Harrison Butler, is again about 10%, forthe same rig.

3. The average heavy fishing boat with working rig is 10% worse than acruiser of the same rating
dimensions. This does not apply to yachty shaped work boats such as Falmouth Quay Punts, Itchen
Ferries or Morecambe Bay Prawners. There are some heavy yachts and motor-sailers which might fall
into this category.

So awell equipped ocean racer like Vashti, or West Solent Blackaddervjou\d carry a20% plusage on
the standard OGA THCF. Agaff rigged ECOD like Ch/ffabob would carry a10% plusage. Abawley like
Good Intent, or an exceptionally heavy yacht like Avo/a, would have her THCF reduced by 10%.

1M
m
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It’s not rocket science, but it generally works at the Classics. If we do get somebody complaining, we
show them the 'Pain in the Ass Trophy’, and they always go away happy!

Yours sincerely

Jon Wainwright

E l lesmere Por t Boat Museum, on the 10
J u n e .

Time seems to be marching on -we’re
rushing to finish varnishing Nutmeg, our
latest acquisition, in time for Lechlade on
3/4 June. Afterwards, we won’t know which
boat to use where, but at least we will have
aboat for any occasion.

The organisation for CONWY CLASSICS
at the beginning of August is well under
way and we are getting ready to post out
D E R W E N T W A T E R f o r m s . P l e a s e c o n t a c t

Pete or myself for details about either of
t h e s e e v e n t s .

Now back to the varnishing!

S u e F a r r e r

Area Secretary -Conwy &North Wales

Adecision was taken at the meeting to go
ahead and organise the first BRISTOL
C H A N N E L A R E A R A C E f o r s o m e t i m e . T h i s

will take place in Cardiff on Sunday 25 June,
t o c o i n c i d e w i t h t h e v i s i t t o C a r d i f f o f t h e

Celtic Voyage 2000 cruise, which arrives
on the 22nd and departs on the 27th. This
s h o u l d a t l e a s t e n s u r e t h e r e a r e a f e w m o r e

boats in the area ready to race. Hopefully,
there w i l l be c lasses fo r smal l boa ts as
well as larger yachts, depending on the
number of entries. Entry forms for the race
are available from me -name, address and
telephone number are on page 1of the Log.
We have a l ready rece ived o f fe rs o f
substantial prizes in an attempt to ensure
that no-one who enters will go home empty-
handed! Ihope those members with aboat
in the area will make every effort to take
p a r t i n w h a t p r o m i s e s t o b e a v e r y
worthwhile event. Anyone who would like
to help with the organisation would be very
much appreciated, so please get in touch,
there are all kinds of ways in which you
could help.

Other provisional dates for you diary are -
19 August, when the Pilot Cutters have a
Passage Race from Barry to Swansea; 26
August is the annual Punt and Pilot race,
followed on the 27 August by sailing from
the Mumbles to I l f racombe and back, and
on 28 August areturn passage to Penarth.
All of these should provide an enjoyable
spectacle if you happen to be in the area.
P a u l P a r m e n t e r

Area Secretary -Bristol Channel

c/o21 The Avenue, Brockham
Betchworth, Surrey RH3 7EN

13 March 2000

Dear George

Handicapping

Having read Dick Dawson’s letter on this subject in the latest Gaffers Log, it seems to me that the OGA
is taking itself too seriously.

Ihave sailed in traditional and gaffer races in the UK, New Zealand and South Africa, some quite hotly
contested. In the great majority, aregular winner on handicap gets atougher handicap next time, the aim
being for everyone to have an even chance of winning on handicap. This individual adjustment is
necessarily part of the system -of course it’s agreat compliment to have one's handicap raised -
because of different abilities of crews and boats, even of similar type.

For myself, handicapping is alottery and does not interest me, for we all have our own little races within
the main race against boats of comparable speed, whether in the lead, the middle, or bringing up the tail
end. This is surely the real fun of gaffer racing.

When Irace, it is to see which boats are actually fast through the water, irrespective of size or type, and
of course, which ones aren’t. Forget the handicaps and enjoy the sailing. Afavourite sight of mine was
seeing a21 ft gaff rigged Wharram Tiki catamaran skipping along with the leaders in the Tall Ships Race
in Russell, New Zealand -more powerto gaffers!

On another subject. I’m told on good authority that the original name proposed and used for the OGA did
not include the word “Old”. It seems to me that this is even more appropriate nowadays, with a
considerable proportion of the OGA members sailing relatively new boats. There is. Ifeel, an unhealthily
heavy bias towards very old and museum boats and not enough news of new gaffers. Well, Iwould
wouldn’t I, Ihearyou say. In fact Isent details and adrawing ofa new 40’ centreboard gafferwhich
had been launched recently in NZ, to the design of well-known Kiwi designer Gary Underwood, to the
Log awhile back, but it was totally ignored. Perhaps this letter will be too, but Isuggestthat if newer
gaffers are not catered fora little more by the OGA, it might lose alot of members to asplinter group, or
even another club which could form with the interests of modern gaffers at heart.

So abit less museums and Brussels please, and abit more about SAILING-isn’t that what the OGA
(GA?) was about in the first place?

Wishing you all fair winds and safe anchorages.

Y o u r s

N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D

WINTER MEETING -On Friday evening 18
February, Leslie Hughes gave abrilliant
illustrated talk about Trailer Sailing with the
C o r n i s h S h r i m p e r B l u e C h i p , a t
Carrickfergus Sailing Club. Leslie was in
super form and the tips he gave were well
worth remembering. If any of you need a
new tyre for your trailer, give Leslie aring,
he has agreat way of purloining such
things. After sailing this little boat for 10
years all over Europe, Leslie knows quite a
bit about trailer sailing. Thanks to all of the
40 gaffers who supported this evening.
Thanks also to Leslie and to Carrickfergus
Ya c h t C l u b w h o l e t u s u s e t h e i r C l u b r o o m s
to ho ld t he t a l k .

O G A O P E N I N G W E E K E N D - 2 9 / 3 0 A P R I L

At the start of our opening weekend, we
had 3boats in the water -Golden Nomad,
Honora and Eliza Jane. By the end of the
weekend we a lso had Wee Maggie ,
Mandarin, Yknot and Blue Chip in the water.
We had also met with the crews of Madcap,
Reality, Wee Intombi, Ruda nan Gal and a
few other gaffers who do not have boats. It
all started on the Friday afternoon with a

C O N W Y & N O R T H W A L E S

Not agreat deal to report this quarter. By
the time this issue is published we will have
attended Scott’s Boat Shed Party -and what
agreat event. Also, ‘Boats on Show’ at
Pangbourne will have happened -did we
see you there?

The season is getting underway now with
our next event being atug trip on the
Manchester Ship Canal, including avisit to

Nick Skeates -Wy/o//
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D U S M A R I E - P a r t 2C O R N W A L L B R I S T O L C H A N N E L

At the recent CORNWALL AREA AGM, the
ret i r ing Treasurer, Steve Gore, w/as
succeeded by John Denner. Many thanks
are due to Steve, who has held the post for
the last twenty years. The committee was
strengthened by the addition of Martin White
and Bob Brunyee.
A l l m e m b e r s a r e r e m i n d e d t h a t t h e

Cornwall Area has amooring at St Mawes
available for Association use. It is only
suitable for vessels up to about 6tons
displacement. Adonation to Area funds by
users, to defray the cost of maintenance,
would be appreciated. For further details
and bookings, phone either Mike Collins
(01872 863096) or Frank Argali (01872
862724).

SPRING MEETING -We got off to areally
promising start to the season on 31 March
a t G l o u c e s t e r Y a c h t C l u b w h e n R o b e r t

Simper gave an excellent slide lecture
e n t i t l e d ‘ E a s t C o a s t G a f f e r s ’ . R o b e r t

managed to extend the subject to include a
brief history of the rig, along with adetailed
account of the development of the East
coast boats in particular. This made for a
fascinating evening and we are extremely
grateful to him and his wife for travelling so
far to be with us, and to Gloucester Yacht
Club for their hospitality. There were about
30 people present, both members and
invi ted guests, making this the best-
attended event in the area in recent history.

By John Crossman

Wednesday, 4August (LW Whitaker Beacon 10.57, FIW Osea c. 18.00)

The morning was bright sun in aclear sky with not abreath of wind, and we both enjoyed the
pleasure of washing and shaving on deck with the warmth of the sun on our backs. The
plan for the day was to head in the direction of Maldon, and we hoped that there would be
enough ebb to take us to the Spitway. The promised airs from the south could just be felt as
we got up the main with the topsail above it, and it seemed agood start to the day when the
anchor came home without any mud to speak of We drifted into the Crouch and the fitful
airs slowly made themselves more evident to give us the barest of headway, sometimes a
bit more. It was asedate passage out of the Crouch on amuch friendlier looking morning
than it had been the day before, the surface of the water now sometimes not disturbed by so
much as aripple. So we proceeded along the northern edge of the channel, all the time
being more and more headed by the wind until it was necessary to put in atack to the
southern side. We tacked where the seals congregate to bask in the sun. The tide carried
us on, but the wind continued too light for us to make any way over the young flood when it
came. Reluctantly we put on the engine and headed for the Whitaker No. 6, determined this
time to keep well clear of the Swallowtail Spit. As we went the wind began to freshen from
the direction directly ahead, and when the No. 6buoy was reached we were able to cut the
engine, free the sheets and enjoy avery pleasant sail to and through the Spitway on a
heading well to the east of our course to allow for the tide as we were crossing it. It was now
aperfect summer’s day; the visibility was sharp and much greater than the horizon from
Dusmarie's deck. Off Clacton atug could be seen with alightship -doing what we could not

The p r inc ipa l loca l a rea
activity isthe ANNUAL AREA
RACE. Again this year it will
b e r u n a s p a r t o f t h e
F A L M O U T H C L A S S I C S

WEEKEND. By doing this, we
hope
p a r t i c i p a t i o n , e s p e c i a l l y
welcoming members from
o t h e r a r e a s . T h e r a c e w i l l

take place in the Carrick
Roads starting at 12 noon on
Sunday 6August. The prize¬
giving and reoeption will be
held ashore in the evening.
On the evening of Friday 4
August, the OGA wi l l be
manning a“welcome desk’’
in the Classics Marquee.
Entry forms may be obtained
f o r t h e w e e k e n d f r o m : -

C l a s s i c s ,

We were carrying all
plain sail and with the
tide under us and the
w i n d o n t h e s t a r b o a r d

q u a r t e r w e s o o n
c o v e r e d t h e d i s t a n c e
i n t o t h e M a l d o n r i v e r .

Away to port the barge
Xylonite was tacking
over the Buxey sand to
a v o i d t h e t i d e . I

decided against going
o n t o M a l d o n a n d

when we came up to
the Thirstlet Spit we
hau led ou r shee ts to
see how we would get
on tacking down river
a g a i n s t t h e t i d e .
Dusmahe did well, and
it did not take many
tacks to get from the

Thirstlet buoy back to Bradwell. Ihad thought as we passed Bradwell that we would perhaps
anchor by the shore immediately below the power station to be well placed to take the next
morning’s ebb back north, but it was clearly not asuitable berth in the prevailing conditions.
The easterly which had freshened considerably was kicking up avery uncomfortable sea,
and indeed raised the question where to find asheltered berth. We decided to run back up

t o m a x i m i s e

i

; i
/ }
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F a l m o u t h

Restronguet Passage, Near
My lo r Br idge , Fa lmouth ,
C o r n w a l l T R 1 1 5 T J , o r
phone 01326 373613 and
leave amessage.

Avery pleasant sail P h o t o : B r i a n W o o d s

F a i r w i n d s a n d c l e a r s k i e s

Frank Argali

V i c e P r e s i d e n t - C o r n w a l l Gaff Schooner, Gloucester Docks P h o t o : P a u l P a r m e n t e r

2 8 1 3



-A rea ̂NotesCjaffersJLjQg.
to Osea. The sails were stowed before we got to Stone while there was still room to
manoeuvre, because we could see ahead amass of dinghy sails going in every direction.
We had to pass through this mass of sails, taking care not to run any down in conditions
which were too blustery for many of the competitors. It was now after 19.00. Osea too was
ableak anchorage in these conditions, and after one attempt to get the anchor down in
which the opposing effects of wind and tide swept us too close to one of the speed limit
buoys, Idecided to go on to anchor in the channel to the west of the island. We used the lead
to find aspot where the depth would leave us afloat at low water, got the anchor down and
went below. Conditions outside looked somewhat unpleasant and shortly after we turned
in, an almighty clap of thunder heralded the beginning of atorrential downpour. The forecast
for the next day was for south-westerlies force 3or 4, with 5or 6for atime later. We decided
to get the forecast at 05.35 the next morning and sail immediately afterwards.
Thursday, 5August (HW Osea c.06.45, LW Harwich 11.45, HW Wrabness 18.44)

There was no change in the forecast except that there was now no mention of any force six
winds. It was ahumid, damp, airless morning with misty poor visibility. Soon after 06.15 we
had the main and topsail set and were under way. As we started our drift, aflotilla of boats
came motoring down river, probably from Heybridge Basin, and passed us by, one of them
being the gaff ketch that had passed us on Tuesday while we were aground on the Swallowtail
Spit. They all disappeared into the murk ahead. We drifted on and it was not until we were
clear of St Lawrence Stone that an air began to give us positive headway through the water.
The sun broke through, slowly at first, the day became brighter, and we took it in turns to
wash and shave on deck. The visibility improved, but still it was not good and there was
nothing to be seen of the boats that had passed us by. The wind was picking up, and by the
time we passed Bradwell we were making reasonable way through the water. It wasn’t long
before all the buoys beyond the Bar buoy could be seen. We decided to go through the
channel north of the Eagle again, and soon the lightship could be seen moored off Clacton,
and far in the distance the outline of agaff sail, perhaps the Dutch ketch.

Ithought we would probably lose the ebb somewhere off Clacton, and with the wind at about
force three from the south-west it was perhaps time to bring out the big reaching headsail.
Immediately, Dusmarie was noticeably sailing alittle faster, but it was not long before the
wind begin to fade. We were almost past the lightship, which appeared to be rigged out as
aradio station with the name Tiptree painted on the sides of its bridge structure, and the ebb
would soon be done. It might be time to prepare the kedge anchor rather than be carried
backwards by the young flood and Igot acouple of warps on deck in readiness, which
seemed to do the trick as the wind came back to life to have us bowling along again in fine
style. Then Icould see that the gaff sails ahead were looking distinctly closer, and Icould
see through the binoculars that it was the Dutch ketch with its gaff sails goose-winged.

The flood had started to run, but the wind was freshening alittle, now up to force four. On we
ran past Holland-on-Sea, Frinton and Walton. All the time we were catching up with the
ketch. But where was it going? My guess was that she was going to Ipswich. Our intention
was to go into the Stour. As we came up to the Naze the wind was fresher still, perhaps now
force five; it’s hard to tell when running before it, but the seas had that sharper look to them.
Then the ketch gybed and shaped up to make for Flarwich. We would go into Flarwich too,
but first we must also gybe. In the wind as it was now, that would require careful handling,
but at least the large reaching sail was already on the right side. The mizzen would look
after itself, the jib could be left and attended to after the gybe. Dusmarie was brought round
and the main sheeted in as far as it would go so that as we came to the gybe it was fully
under control. The gybe was not too severe and nothing was broken. With the wind on the
quarter and the big reaching foresail and topsail Dusmarie hurtled along at what must have
been her maximum speed and she seemed to surf along on the seas; the ketch now no

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, supper and
prize-giving at Warsash Sailing Club in
February. The evening was well attended
and events passed at their usual giddy
p a c e .

L o c a l O G A e v e n t s i n 2 0 0 0 a r e a s f o l l o w s : -

Our MARCHWOOD RALLY this year has
b e e n c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e C l u b ’ s A n n u a l

Regatta and takes place over the weekend
of 15/16 July. It promises to be afull
weekend and Iam sure that we can expect
the normal warm reception.

cruise in company around the Solent. If
you would like to join in this year, please
give me aring.

Unfortunately, the SOLENT CELEBRATION
2000 on 8/9 July clashes with the OGA
Millennium Rally. Centred on the Hamble,
i t c o m e s a t t h e e n d o f F l a m b l e We e k a n d i s

open to, literally, all vessels. The entry fee
of £35 covers atreasure hunt, moorings,
water taxis and pennants. There will also
be races for Gaffers on both days. For
further details contact Carol Hill, Event
Office, Harbour Office, Shore Rd, Warsash
S031 9FR, tel. 01489 580719.

T h e S O L E N T A R E A
A N N U A L R A C E & R A L L Y

will take place on 8/10
September, with the race
starting and finishing at
C o w e s .

T h e Y A R M O U T H R A L L Y

& C E N T E N A R Y C H A S E

is on 23/24 September,
with the race again on the
S a t u r d a y a f t e r n o o n .
Anyone wishing to take
supper on the Saturday
even ing shou ld book
early, as Tony Bullimore
will be attending as a
guest speaker. To book
supper please ring the
Royal Solent Yacht Club
o n 0 1 9 8 3 7 6 0 2 5 6 .

Lucy P h o t o : O G A a r c h i v e

Iwill be circulating details of September
events in alater newsletter. If anyone from
areas other than the Solent requires further
information, entry forms, etc. for any of these
events please contact me.

Other local events in 2000;-

Iwill be running the THREE CREEKS RACE
again this year for Warsash Sailing Club,
in conjunction with the Royal Victoria Yacht
Club, on 17/18 June. Th is race takes in
Ashlett, Newtown and Wootton Creeks,
w i t h a b a r b e c u e a t N e w t o w n o n t h e
Saturday evening. Last year, about adozen
Gaffers took part in this (slightly competitive)

Also in July of course is BREST 2000.
Anyone wanting to cruise there in company
might like to join Martin Pound {Lucy) and
myself (Mayfly). We hope to take in Abers
2000, Brest 2000 and Douarnenez 2000,
in the space of 3weeks.

B U R S L E D O N R E G A T T A i s o n 2
September. Details available in due course
from John Selby, tel. 01489 572795.

Geo f f Sk inne r

Area Secretary -Solent

1 4 2 7
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M N K S P R I N G S O C I A L E V E N I N G . A

different Social Evening was enjoyed by a
s e l e c t b a n d o f d e d i c a t e d M N K G a f f e r s a t

the Shipwrights pub at Hollowshore near
Faversham on Good Friday, where we
helped to swell the already well attended
pub numbers. As always the beer was
var ied f rom ba r re l s beh ind the ba r w i th
many “guest” beers for the serious beer
d r i nke rs among us . W i th t he pub ’s
generator thundering away on the other
side of the wall, conversation inevitably
reflected on the present fitting out season
and the usual complaints about the price
of antifouling.

A U G U S T B A N K H O L I D A Y R A L L Y - A f t e r a

lapse of afew years, we will be returning to
Sandwich for this event. As before, activities
w i l l i n c l u d e a Tr e a s u r e H u n t a r o u n d t h e
t o w n

R A M S G A T E H A R B O U R - F R E E B E R T H I N G .

I f there are any members owning a
presentable historic vessel and who would
like to moor it in Ramsgate for the season,
Ramsgate Harbour Authority would like to
hear from you. They are looking for aselect
number of interesting vessels -and the
larger the better -to berth in the north
eastern corner of the inner basin to bring a
“corner of nautical interest” to the harbour
and to complement the Maritime Museum’s
collection of historic vessels. Berthing is
FREE -Isay again FREE -for the three
month summer period, but it has to be
stressed that “classic vessels” qualifying
mus t be i n ap resen tab le cond i t i on .
Interested owners should get in touch with
me, Robert Holden, in the first instance on
01843-582997. Addit ional ly i f anyone
knows of a“Classic” owner (non Gaffer)
who cou ld l i kew ise be in te res ted , wou ld
they please ask them to give me aring -
t h a n k s .

CREW FOR BREST 2000. Anote to owners
and skippers in need of crew for the Brest
even t i n Ju ly. Severa l peop le have
expressed an availability to act as crew as
aresu l t o f t he C rew Adve r t i n t he l as t Ga f fe rs

Log. So any skippers/owners still looking

more than three or four hundred yards ahead. It was time for the big sail and the topsail to
come in and this was successfully accomplished by John. The working staysail was reset,
and still we hurtled on at almost the same speed as before. There was another dinghy race
off Dovercourt but the ketch and we kept downwind of that, and soon we were up on her
quarter barely ten yards away. We sheered away to pass fifteen to twenty yards down her
windward side and we were past her and well ahead by the time we passed the breakwater.
Icould see that they were photographing and taking video footage as we came up and past
them, and Iregretted greatly not having acamera to photograph her as she was apretty and
businesslike little ship named James Haylett. We spoke to her as we passed to exchange
compliments and they confirmed they were bound for Ipswich, which was apity
agreed we would like to have spoken to her people to find out more about their ship.
We rounded the Guard and commenced our beat up the Mistley river which developed into
another satisfying sail. The wind was brisk, the tide was flooding, and we thought we would
see how far we could get. At times we used the lead when we got out of the marked channel,
and on every tack after we entered the narrows above the beacons at Wrabness. Then Isaw
abarge in the distance coming
down from Mistley under full sail.
The barge coming towards us
turned out to be Pudge. We let
her pass then turned to run after
her reducing sail as we went
along but still we were catching
up with her. Even with just the jib
and main and sailing around the
c h a n n e l b y t h e W r a b n e s s
m o o r i n g s w h i l e s h e w e n t
straight across the flats, we still
got ahead of her before we
passed between the beacons.
We rounded up to take off sail.
The engine was started and with
the lead we felt for adepth of six
m e t r e s o n t h e s o u t h s i d e o f t h e

channel to anchor, with as much
of alee as possible from the
s o u t h - w e s t .

Fr iday, 6August (LW Orfordness
c.12.20, HW Deben Bar 19.17)

Another morning with bright sun
-no sign yet of the forecast
easterly force two or three The
tide was ebbing and we got away
with the main and topsail set, to
which we added the jib, staysail
and mizzen. It was necessary to
use the engine briefly to keep
clear of one of the line of mooring
buoys off Copperas Bay, and we
d r i f t e d o n u n t i l I b e c a m e

frustrated by the lack of progress
and turned it on again. But not

for crew are invited to get in touch with me,
so Ican put people in touch with each other.
Te l . n o . a s a b o v e .

R o b e r t H o l d e n

V i c e P r e s i d e n t - M N K

C I N Q U E P O R T S
a s w e

yC (d/'o&S' (oAuAn-e/ jffarUlmc

O G A M I L L E N N I U M R A L LY, S O V E R E I G N
HARBOUR, EASTBOURNE -8/9 JULY 2000

Application forms have gone out for this rally
at Eastbourne and, at the risk of repeating
m y s e l f , I c a n o n l y e m p h a s i s e t h e
opportunity it provides for several of our
areas to meet together. Obviously, in the
incredibly full calendar of events available
to us there will be clashing dates and
probably less distance to travel, but just on
th is occasion Ihope you wi l l th ink i t
worthwhile to come along the coast to
Sovereign Harbour. For those going on to
Brest, it is an almost ideal stopping place
and gives good time afterwards to get there.

Please remember that the return of your
form is necessary for free berthing! Anyone
without an entry form who wishes to take
part just let me know and I’ll see you are
s e n t o n e .

D a v i d C a d e

Area Secretary -Cinque Ports
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S O L E N T

Well, here we are again at the beginning of
what seems likely to be abusy season.
Things got off to agood start with the Crossing the Deben bar Photo: Lyn Turner
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for long as afew minutes later the wind came over from the south-east and we beat down
river with the tide under us. The Stena catamaran ferry passed as we were nearly up to
Shotley to surprise us with the amount of swell she caused even at her slow speed as she
approached her berth. We were able to fetch along past Shotley and the tide started to carry
us out. Luckily there were no shipping movements, other than Pudge making her way out
from an anchorage at Shotley Spit, and we sailed over close to the Felixstowe side before
coming about. It required afew tacks to clear the harbour and when we were between the
Cliff Foot and Landguard buoys, the channel being clear of shipping, we crossed over to go
north. We held acourse to the north east as the tide was ebbing and there are afew shallow
spots off Landguard Point. The reaching foresail was set, and again it gave us agood lift in
the gentle breeze. The objective was to get to Orfordness. The sail along the coast was
delightful but the tide was against us most of the way. We had made good progress over the
tide but at 16.30 we were still two and ahalf miles short of Orfordness and we decided it was
t i m e t o t u r n b a c k .

It took alittle over an hour to sail back to the Deben bar, passing aDutchman (they were
everywhere!) on the way, and we reduced sail to jib, main, and mizzen to sail in. Once past
the moorings we rounded up to take off sail, and motored up to Ramsholt to collect the
motor boat from its mooring and then put Dusmarie on her mooring off Kirton Creek, which
w e r e a c h e d a t a b o u t 1 9 . 0 0 .

The conclusion was that it had been an excellent little cruise with some superb sailing and
Dusmarie had performed well. The weather was mostly fine, the only serious rain being the
thunderstorm on Wednesday night. We were sorry that Philip had not been able to stay
longer to share our further pleasures.

N O R T H E A S T
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HMS Trincomalee, Hartlepool P h o t o : H M S T r i n c o l m a l e e T r u s t

MARIT IME FEST IVAL , HARTLEPOOL -24 /
2 5 J U N E

In addition to our OGA Rally, there will be a
flotilla of boats at the beginning and end of
t h e M a r i t i m e F e s t i v a l a n d I w o u l d
encourage all our members to take part.
This will help to increase the profile of our
organisation, which Ihope, in the long run,
wi l l l ead to an inc rease in numbers and

improvement in its viability. Quite apart from

anything else, this floti l la wil l be an
opportunity to have aphotograph taken of
your boat in front of HMS Trincomalee, the
frigate from the Napoleonic War period,
which will be afloat in Jackson Dock,

Hope to see you there.

Richard Montgomery

Area Secretary -North East

O B I T U A R I E S

J I M M C N I V E N

When Jim McNiven bought Inverary Pier to provide ahome for the square-rigged Arctic
Penguin, his floating maritime museum scheme, some people may have assumed he was
born with asilver spoon in his mouth. Quite the contrary! He was aself-made man and, like
all Jim's ventures, he made adamn good job of the project.

Anatural intelligence, which gained him competitive entry to Glasgow’s technically orientated
Allan Glen School, was allied with asense of form and shape developed by his architectural
training. So, having built up successful businesses in building and screen printing, with his
usual practical thoroughness, the old boat world seemed his natural spiritual home.

By way of the restoration of Capt. Muntz, aturn ofthe century open boat which bedecked and
sparred, and ownership ot Provider, aMorecambe Bay Prawner, now aschooner, he moved
to Arctic Penguin which, with his wife Mary, he turned into aprominent tourist attraction as
Inverary’s floating maritime museum. When the cancer which claimed him took hold he
was developing an interest in the boats ofthe Humber.

Those who knew him will remember him for his kindness, his sense of humour and his no-
nonsense friendship. Jim’s absence leaves agap in our lives, as it does for Mary, Andrew,
Mark and Lilly.

David Gray

M E D W A Y & N O R T H K E N T

MNKAGM. For achange this year, Medway
and North Kent’s AGM venue was at the far
Eastern tip of the area, at the Eagle
Restaurant situated on the East Pier Head
of Ramsgate Harbour. February is not the
b e s t m o n t h t o b e f o u n d o n h a r b o u r
breakwaters, but with the meeting set to
take account of low tide we were assured
no-one would arrive dripping seawater out
of their clothing from rogue waves. In the
event the weather was quite benign, though
it could not be descr ibed as warm. Wi th

the routine business ofthe AGM swiftly out
of the way, we were treated to an update
talk by Paul Bennett of the Canterbury
Archaeological Trust on the rescue of the
Bronze Age Boat, found when contractors
were carrying out major road works on the
A20 in Dover. Paul’s talk and description,
illustrated with many excellent slides, was
both informative and very entertaining. The
next day, Saturday, many Old Gaffers paid a
visit to the boat in it’s new display building
alongside the Dover Museum near Dover’s
Market Square.
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Gaffers jL Gaffers Lgg_ e g
Europeans between 1541 and 1712. The locals have clearly maintained the “sacked” look
to deter future attacks! However, we managed to spend afew days resting and re-provisioning
before the transatlantic trip. We were so concerned about the quality of the Cape Verdian
water that we rather overdid the purifying tablets -all the Cape Verdian water after that was
referred to as the “bleach”. The Consultant on board recommended we take great care
when washing our clothes in it.

Provisioning is an art, hampered in foreign shores by the language barrier. The patrons of
the Irish Bar in Mogan that assisted us, spoke Irish English. Unfortunately, we could only
manage English English, hence 20 green peppers ordered amounted to 150 green peppers
delivered! One crew member spent an enjoyable morning lobbing the 120 we didn’t manage
to eat, into the Atlantic. None of us will ever eat agreen pepper again!

We left on 5December and within two days had overhauled a55ft Bermudan rigged GRP
ARC boat that we had passed four days before as we entered the Cape Verdes. As you will
have read, we were all affected by extremely light winds on the Atlantic crossing this year.
We sailed the boat extremely hard across the Atlantic, with avariety of small, medium to
extremely large spinnakers. Ihad to duck down in latitude early in the trip to avoid a‘Low’
that was sitting in the Atlantic giving south west winds in what should have been the north
east trades. “Herb” on the SSB told us we had been ‘reading too many books’ about there
being such athing as north east trades this early in the season and he didn’t expect the
trades to fully establish themselves until the New Year. We had to be in the West Indies for
Christmas to meet families, so we rolled along in 10-12 knots of wind, managing to keep up
6knots of boat speed most of the way, overhauling several more GRP ARC entrants, to their
surprise.

The SSB radio provided awealth of weather information -special credit reserved for Herb of
the renowned “Southbound 2" -whose weather predictions were so accurate it seemed
eerie. What was even more eerie was that everyone on that net appeared to be called
‘Roger’. News from the ARC on the SSB of aNorwegian skipper going overboard (thankfully
recovered) provided atimely reflection on our perhaps relaxed use of life jackets and
harnesses. That being said, Chloe May’s ‘working boat’ design provided ample hand and
foot holds and areassuring sense of security on the foredeck even when gybing a26 foot
spinnaker pole on astandard trade wind roll.

Five days off Grenada, we received news over the SSB of an abandoned 30 foot dismasted
Spanish yacht’s hull, directly on our latitude and therefore in our path. Squally/cloudy night¬
time conditions reduced visibility to vitually nil, reminding those on watch of the blind man in
the dark room looking for the black cat that wasn’t there.

We took with us an article on “Successful Ocean Fishing” -fished out of one of the monthly
yachting magazines. In practice, we found this to be amixture of hope and experimentation.
Successes included anumber of healthy sized Dorado and aWahoo that grows by apound
in weight and six inches in length every time it is described! Not to mention the flying fish that
literally threw themselves at regular intervals onto Chloe May’s decks.
To b e c o n t i n u e d . . .

T H O M A S M A R I N E R F E L G A T E - 1 8 9 9 - 2 0 0 0

At Felixstowe, early in February this year, as an old skipper of the Narrow Seas Club would
have said, Tom slipped his cable. The Felgates were an Aldeburgh family, but Tom lived for
much of his life in Woodford Green, Essex, Commissioned in the Army serving in Belgium
towards the end of WW1, on demob he joined afirm of London insurance brokers and, with
the exception of WW2, remained with them until he retired in 1964.

Tom started sailing in the early twenties at Fambridge, his first boat being Why Not, followed
by the Majority, which was the beginning of apartnership that lasted for over forty years. In
1932, he was one of the eighty one members who left the Little Ship Club to form the Narrow
Seas Club. With the outbreak of WW2 in 1939 Tom. along with many other yachtsmen of the
period, being amember of the RNVR, packed up sailing and went to war. The Majority was
left in the capable hands of Mr Flick at Fambridge for the duration. With the rank of Lieutenant
Commander, dealing with the Naval control of shipping, he served in France after D-Day
and in South Africa. Back in civvy street, Tom continued with his passion for sailing.
Cn retirement, he moved up to Felixstowe. In 1966, describing her as a‘grand old lady’, the
Majority was sold, adecision that Tom was to regret as, on passage from the Deben to the
South Coast, the grand old lady was lost. Cther yachts came and went in the following
years, the last two being Jubilee and Phylla. Now in his late eighties, Tom decided to
s w a l l o w t h e a n c h o r .

Having come ashore, he maintained his interest in yachting, being the Honorary Skipper of
the Narrow Seas Club and remaining amember of both the Cld Gaffers Association and the
Royal Naval Sailing Association. To all who knew this rather quiet, unassuming man, he
will be sadly missed.

Reg Seal

.p

ROBIN DUCHESNE, QBE

Rejected on eyesight grounds by the Royal Navy, Robin Duchesne pursued asuccessful
career in the Royal Artillery, achieving the rank of Brigadier. Acommitted sailor from the age
of eight, the Norfolk Broads his first sailing waters, Robin went on to skipper forces entry
Adventure in the 1977/8 Whitbread It was his encouragement of others to participate and
enjoy sailing, particularly when he got amongst the youngsters of many nations through his
involvement and latterly Chairmanship of the International Sail Training Association, that
won him the admiration and respect of mariners around the world.

But for most British yachtsmen, he is probably best known for his role as Secretary General
of the Royal Yachting Association. He brought to the RYA aphilosophy that, despite its size
and complexity and representing so many facets of boating, the organisation must remain
the servant of its membership. It is areflection of his positive influence that, after 14 years
in the post, he was still actively encouraging new initiatives to defend and improve the
yachtsman’s lot.

Robin Duchesne was taken ill at his desk at RYA House with astroke from which he did not
recover. He was 62. He is survived by his wife Jenny, whom he married in 1968, and by their
son and daughter. His funeral took place on 28 April but aService of Thanksgiving will take
place at The Royal Memorial Chapel, Sandhurst on 25 September 2000, following the finish
of the Tall Ships Races.
R i c h a r d W a l s h

T H O U G H T S F O R T O D A Y

Talk is cheap, unless you are talking to alawyer.

Growing older is avery good thing, particularly when you consider the alternative.

The best time to reef is when you are wondering if you need to.
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Proposed Drink Legislation
As just about anybody who goes on the water and who reads the yachting press will by now
be aware, the UK Government is proposing to introduce the maritime equivalent of Anti
Drink Legislation, following on from the Marchioness Inquest Jury’s findings of an absence
of specific Anti Drink Legislation in the maritime arena. Titled “Consultation Paper on
Possible Legislation to Combat Alcohol Abuse at Sea’’, the OGA were invited to respond
with our observations, to which end the matter was circulated to Area Secretaries for comment
and was further raised at the January AGM in London, as recorded in the AGM Minutes
published in the March 2000 Gaffers Log. Ihave to record here that some very lucid and
practical replies were received from Area Sec’s and valuable feedback obtained at the AGM,
none of whom, quite rightly, would condone drunken behaviour. Our contribution has now
been made to the Dept of Transport and the Regions. The essence of our response was
that the proposals are quite unworkable, particularly at some distance from shore in inclement
weather, and that there is already provision contained in existing Legislation.

To quote asection of our response -“....we consider Section 58 to be adequate and should
apply here as to who should be covered. Throughout the Old Gaffers Association no one
has expressed any experience of any alcohol related incidents. Applying the rule of
“Proportionality’’ it is our view therefore that the “expense of legislation” is not balanced by
“need”. Additionally the extension of application of legislative coverage outside UK waters
is fraught with financial and administrative impracticality.” From others Ihave spoken to
outside of the OGA this would seem to be acommon view. We will now have to await the
o u t c o m e .

R e d d i e s e l

Areminder from Holland that red diesel is only available there for commercial vessels.
Vessels arriving from the UK or from Belgium, where red diesel is available to all categories
of craft, may use that which is in their tanks but would be wise to carry the receipt to show the
source of the fuel. The same advice is good for any country in which red diesel is not
generally available. The minimum fine in Holland is £140.
Chart re-print

The re-print of British Admiralty charts to WGS 84 will begin with Harwich area charts in May
2000. The Solent and others will follow close behind. See CN issue 47 for the implications
of this change. The change will take place area by area.

New RYA publication -Buying asecond-hand yacht -The Legal Aspects. G21/00.

Now available after along time out of print. Good simple advice including current VAT rates
throughout Europe and copies of Bills of Sale and Syndicate agreements.
Pet Travel Scheme (PETS)

This scheme, which allows aproperly documented and identifiable animal to be transported
to certain European countries and returned to the UK without quarantine, came into force on
28 February 2000. The PETS help-line is 0870 241 1710 and can provide documents and
further information. The website is:

www.maff.gov.uk/animalh/quarantine. Travel is by rail, air or on certain ferries but not on
private boats.
R o b e r t H o l d e n

OGA Ex te rna l L ia i son Officer

With her hull painted “warm
c r e a m ” f o r t h e s u n - o t h e r s c a l l

it banana yellow! -we cruised
f r o m t h e S o l e n t t o F a l m o u t h o n

Chloe May, across the Bay of
Biscay to Spain and Portugal,
meeting headwinds of course
most ofthe way in August! Late
September saw us trickling
down from Portugal to the
Canary Islands -me finding it
d i f fi c u l t t o a c c l i m a t i s e t o t h e
t r a d e w i n d “ r o l l ” a n d t o t h e
s h r i e k o f a c r e w m e m b e r

being hit on the neck at night
by aflying squid at about 32N
13W. Fatigue hit me to the
point where Icalled up asail
on the wind, fast closing my
port quarter. Pat Dawson will
verify that this turned out in fact
to be Venus, rising early one
morning!

I t w a s t e m p t i n g , o n 2 1
November, to watch the ARC
Rally leave and form our own
ARG Rally (Atlantic Rally for
Gaffers), but the gaffers who
sailed across were all sailing
independently and at their own
pace . I , f o r one , wan ted
specifically to avoid “cruising
i n c o m p a n y ” a c r o s s t h e
Atlantic with 240 other boats,
so was happy to watch them
l e a v e .

They say if you throw acrate in the water off the Canaries, it will eventually float to the
Caribbean. Paint it yellow, equip it with agaff rig and six strong crew and it will get there
surprisingly quickly! So with Hurricane Lenny pounding away at the Windward/Leeward
Islands, it was with some trepidation that we set off on 24 November bound for Grenada,
We concentrated extremely hard on anti-chafe gear on Chloe May (and ourseives!) but
found that with awind of NE 25-30 knots, adouble reefed main and avariety of downwind
sails strung out on the long solid Douglas fir spinnaker pole, she squared away beautifully.
We were managing daily runs of 170-180 miles whilst the wind blew, but then at 22N 20W
t h e w i n d d i e d .

We headed for the Cape Verde Islands, described in an ageing copy of “The Atlantic Islands”
pilot book as “generally healthy, malaria exists In some parts, leprosy (in others) and
tuberculosis throughout, with understandably some trepidation. We moored in the shadow
of Green Mountain and the underlying “city” of Mendelo, which was sacked five times by
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Events Bookshelf
C o n t i n u e d

J u l y 4 / 9

J u l y 7 / 9

J u l y 7 / 1 0
J u l y 8 / 9

Peel Festival of the Sea, Peel, Isle of Man. Mike Clark, tel. 01624 861127.

Fete de Pors Beac’h. Pors Beac’h 2000, Malrie, 29460 Legonna-Daoulas, France.
Penzance Sea Festival. Cornwall. Penzance Tourist Dept., tel. 01326 362341.

OGA MILLENNIUM RALLY, Sovereign Harbour, Eastbourne, Sussex.
David Cade, tel . 01797 223040.

Solent Celebration 2000, River Hamble. Carol Hill, tel. 01489 580719.

Abers 2000 (I’Aberwrac’h). Abers 2000, B.P.35, 29830 Saint-Pabu, France.
Brest 2000, 24 quai de la Douane, 29200 Brest, France

OGA MARCHWOOD RALLY, Southampton. Geoff Skinner, as above.

Europe Week 2000, Classic Yacht Regatta, Nonway. Peter Ennals, tel. 47 22 148287.
EAST COAST AREA OGA RACE, W. Mersea, Essex. Jon Wainwright, as above.
NORTH SEA CLASSICS CRUISE (2 weeks). Jon Wainwright, as above.

SKIPPER’S COCKPIT GUIDE -Edited by Bo Streiffert

Reviewed by George Jago

Ithink it depends on how much sailing you have done and the type of sailing you do, as to
how you would view this guide. In the main, Ithink the idea is quite agood one. However,
if you are atrue professional, Isuspect you will find its use limited. Size-wise, it is the sort
of publication that can be tucked away somewhere handy, even on asmall boat, and it is
waterproof.

It is not the sort of book you would buy to pass an exam, rather it aims to be amemory jogger.
Reviewing its aim as aguide, directed only at the principle features -navigation, tides,
lights, etc. -in my humble opinion, it could be improved. That said, it has alot of good
information in its twenty-four pages and is auseful aid to have on board.

Published by Adlard Coles Nautical, an imprint of A&C Black, London, ISBN 0-7136-5279-
9, price £9.99.

J u l y 8 / 9

July 9/11
July 13/17
July 15/16

July 18/31

J u l y 2 2
J u l y 2 3

July 28/Aug 26eme Rassemblement International, Les Sable d'Olonne, Vendee France
Te l . 0 2 5 1 3 2 4 8 1 4 .

,1

«

July 28/Aug 1Plymouth Classics. Tel. 01752 406711

A u g 2 / 4
A u g 5

A u g 5

Aug 5 /6

A u g 6
A u g 6

Fowey Classics. Tel. 01726 832401.

28th Swale Match, for gaffers, smacks &barges. Lena Reekie, as above.
CNWAREA AGM, NWales Cruising Club, Conwy. Sue Farrer, tel. 01270 874174.
Herring Gutters Festival, Newcastle, Co. Down. Peter Lyons, tel. 02891 453099.
CONWY NOBBY, GAFFERS &CLASSICS RACE. Sue Farrer, as above.

CORNWALL AREA OGA RACE, as part of Falmouth Classics (Aug 4/6).
Mike Coll ins, tel. 01872 863096.

BANGOR TRADITIONAL SAIL, NIreland. Peter Lyons, as above.
Dartmouth Regatta, Devon. John Crozier, tel. 01803 752618.

OGA RALLY, Walton Backwaters &Woolverstone Marina, Essex.
Jon Wainwright, as above.
MNK AREA BANK HOLIDAY RALLY, Sandwich, Kent. Lena Reekie, as above.

OGA SMALL BOAT GATHERING, Derwentwater Marina, Cumbria.
Pete &Sue Farrer, te l . 01270 874174.

Bursledon Regatta, Solent area. John Selby, tel. 01489 572795.
SOLENT AREA ANNUAL RACE &RALLY, Cowes. Geoff Skinner, as above.

South: The Race To The Pole. World's first major exhibition on Scott, Shackleton and
Amundsen. National Maritime Museum, London. Tel. 020 8858 4422.
O G A A N N I V E R S A R Y R A L LY & M A L D O N T O W N R E G AT TA .
Jon Wainwright, as above

OGA COMMODORE RACE, part of Galway Hooker Festival, Poolbeg YC, Dublin Bay
Mick Bentham, te l . 353 18476279.

OGA RALLY &CENTENNIAL CHASE, Yarmouth, lOW. Geoff Skinner, as above.
IN-RIVER RACE &RALLY, River Dart, Devon. John Crozier, tel. 01803 752618.

THE ELEMENTS OF BOAT STRENGTH -by Dave Gerr

Reviewed by George Jago

Ican see no better way of introducing this book than by quoting from its own introduction -
“This book was not written for specialists looking for the latest arcane developments
structural engineering; rather, it was written for the average boat-builder (amateur or
professional), mechanic, marine surveyor, serious yachtsman and Naval architect.”

First published in the USA in 1999, it is avery serious review and comprehensive study
the strength of materials and their application in the marine industry. It provides technical
information on materials such as wood, GRP, aluminium and steel. Also, it reviews such
subjects as scantling sizes and corrosion in its various forms. Like all professional studies,
you must assess it yourself to see if it meets your particular requirement. Since it is a
comprehensive study, no brief book review will do it justice.

Although the calculations are said to be in English and Metric, this is an American publication,
and Iknow from experience that there are differences between American English and
English calculations. However, this observation should not be seen as acriticism of this
useful technical publication.

Published in hardback by Adlard Coles Nautical, an imprint of A&C Black, London ISBN 0-
7136-5751-0, price £32.00.
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Aug 24/27

Aug 26/28 i n

Aug 26/28

Sep 1 /4
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S e p 2

Sep 8 /10
Sep 14
for 1year
S e p 1 6

i

t

Sep 16/17

Sep 23/24
O c t 1

For further details, please contact as above or Brenda Jago, OGA Publicity, tel. 01621 741595.
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Celtic Voyage 2000. Tel. 01326 314315.
Sa lcombe Fes t i va l -Trad i t i ona l Boa ts and Mus ic , Devon . Te l . 01548 843927 .

3Rivers Millennium Festival, Flaven Ports YC, Levington, Suffolk.
Jon Wainwright, tel. 01206 393537, for info.
Looe Sea Festival, Cornwall. Tel. 01503 264698/264702.

Round the Is land Race, iOW. Tel . 01489 575227.

Mersey River Festival, incl. NOBBY &GAFFERS RACE.
Tom Middlebrook, tel . 0151 652 9744.

ARDGLASS 2000, NIreland. Alan Aston, tel. 02890 426497.

3Creeks Race, Solent area. Geoff Skinner, tel. 01489 572427.

EAST COAST CLASSICS MILLENNIUM CRUISE, Brightlingsea to Lowestoft.
Jon Wainwright, tel. 01206 393537. (Details in March 2000 Log)

Maritime Ipswich, Suffolk. Tel. 01473 262052.
M N K A R E A O G A a n d S M A C K & D O B L E A S S O C . R A C E .
Lena Reekie, te l . 01795 534212

DEVON AREA ANNUAL RACE, Start Bay. John Crozier, tel. 01803 752618.

NE AREA RALLY, Hartlepool Maritime Festival 2000, Northumbria.
Richard Montgomery, tel. 01325 333051.
Galway Hookers at Portaferry, Nl. John McAlea, tel. 02842 729532.
BRISTOL CHANNEL AREA RACE, Cardiff. Paul Parmenter, tel. 01600 712629.

Mouseho le Mar i t ime Fes t iva l , Cornwal l . Leon Pezzack , te l . 01736 731655.

Ramsgate Ships Open Days, Royal Harbour. Robert Holden, tel. 01843 582997.

Wisbech River Festival, Cambs. Free berthing for OGA craft. Send boat details and
contact name/tel. no. to:- Clinton Dorrington, Wisbech Yacht Harbour Master, c/o
Fenland Distr ict Counci l , Melbourne Ave., March, Cambs PE15 OEN

The Bounty &Bligh, major international symposium. University of Hull.
T e l . 0 1 4 8 2 4 6 5 1 3 9

J u n e 3 / J u l 2 3

J u n e 7 / 1 1

J u n e 9 / 1 1 G J 0 C O V A R N O L ’
J u n e 9 / 1 1

J u n e 1 0

J u n e 1 6 / 1 9
Vintage Norwegian Pain Killer

V A R N O L
J u n e 1 7 / 1 8

J u n e 1 7 / 1 8

J u n e 1 7 / 2 5

V

Norwegian varnishing oil.
Inexpensive, easy to use. Takes the agony out of the brightwork.

VARNOL provides ahardwearing gloss and oiled-wood finish from the same can.
Penetrating, feeding and stabilising old and new timber, VARNOL is quickly

and easily maintained on spars, hatches, decks, garden furniture, floors, doors...
Abeautiful, unstained and long-lasting natural finish.

t .

J u n e 2 3 / 2 5

J u n e 2 4

J u n e 2 4

J u n e 2 4 / 2 5 For stockists lists and full information signal the importers:
The Black Dog Stores, Dean Cross, Woodcutts, Dorset SP5 5RT.

Telephone 01725 552641 Fax 01725 552642
Discounts are avai lab le to OGA members.

J u n e 2 4 / 2 5

J u n e 2 5

June 30/Jul 2

J u l y 1 / 2
J u l y 1 / 2

S a l t e r n s B o a t b u i l d e r s
The boatyard . Sa l te rns Une, O ld Burs ledon,

H A M P S H I R E . Te U F A X : 0 1 7 0 3 4 0 7 6 0 6J u l y 3 / 7

T H E M E M O R Y 1 9Continued on page 22

*Two berths yet uncompromised
t r a d i t i o n a l l o o k s

* G R P h u l l & d e c k w i t h a

superior wooden fit out
*Well proven performance:

\ T \ O G A r a c e w i n n e r s

*Easily handled, easily
t ra i le red cent reboarder

S U R V E Y S &
C O N S U L T A N C Y O N

T R A D I T I O N A L C R A F T

D a v i d C o x M . S c .
V

M A R I N E S U R V E Y O R A N D D E S I G N E R

G r a d u a t e M e m b e r R . I . N . A . Y B D S A a. C H R I S T E M P L E
M.A.(Cantab), I.Eng.

A s s o c i a t e r M e m b e r R . I . N . A .

M e m b e r Y. B . D . S . A .

Condition, Damage and Construction Surveys for
all types of Pleasure and Work Craft. Ultrasonic

Corrosion Testing of Steel Hulls undertaken.
NAVAL ARCHITECT

&SURVEYOR
8 A L M A P L A C E , S O U T H S T R E E T

YARMOUTH, I .W. P041 OQQ
TEL. (01983) 760947

O F F I C E : H A LV O S S O FA R M , M A B E ,
P E N R Y N , C O R N WA L L T R I O 9 B Y PLUS: (he I6'6 "Tela Dayljoat,

the 12'6" ’’Swallows and Amazons" Wagtail Sailing Dinghy
and our New Clinker Ply 7'6" Pram Dinghy,

so light you can carry it on your .shoulder!

T R A D I T I O N A L Y A C H T & B O A T B U I L D I N G S P E C I A L I S T S

Telephone: Office Falmouth: 01326 340429
An/Fax : 01326 340808 Mob i l e : 0850 006612
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