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JS êmber's .AdvertisementsOFFICERS OF THE ASSOCIATION

H o n . T r e a s u r e r :P r e s i d e n t : Macaria (OGA No. 73) 1922 Gaff Yawl
LOA 34ft LWL 27ft 6in Beam 9ft 6in DRAFT
5 f t 6 i n .

VIVID iOGA No. 133) Gravesend bawley.
LOD24ft6in. Very pretty boat. Mahogany
on oak. Originally later 1800's. Known
restoration 1957 (Yachting Monthly) and
1989-new spars, small cabin, stove, toilet.
Sleeps 4,2 in cockpit under gaff tent. Full
s u i t o f s a i l s . Vo l v o i n b o a r d . Ly i n g
P o r t s m o u t h . £ 1 2 , 5 0 0 C o n t a c t To m H a r t
(01705) 820935

SHEL (OGA No 314) -Restricted Mersey
centerboard gaff cutter. LOA 27ft 6in,
LWL 25ft, Beam 8ft 3in. Built 1980 by WH
Roland; pitch pine on oak. 4berth, toilet,
c o o k e r, t e a k d e c k , Ya n m a h 2 G M d i e s e l .
E x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n . £ 9 , 7 5 0 C o n t a c t P
Cr i tche l l (01305) 834314.

G E O R G E B E A G L E Y
1 N e t h e r d a l e C l o s e , Wy l d e
G r e e n , S u t t o n C o l d fi e l d , W e s t
M i d l a n d s B 7 2 l Y W
Te i : 0 1 2 1 3 5 0 0 0 8 8

R O B W I L L I A M S O N

Brick Kiln Cottage, Coggeshall
Rd, Great Tey, Colchester, Essex
C 0 6 l A G
Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 2 1 1 3 1 8 1 B u i l d e r D i c k i e o f

T a r b e r t .
R e s t o r e d o v e r

several years to
p r e s e n t
i m m a c u l a t e
c o n d i t i o n .

M a h o g a n y a n d
p i t c h p i n e o n
o a k , n e w t e a k
d e c k , n e w Vo l v o
diesel , new mast,

Isails and rigging,
I6berths, original
= s m a h o g a n y

i n t e r i o r , A r a r e

example of an unspoilt classic yacht ready
to sail. Contact Gordon Findlay tor full
details. (01698) 358111 (Day) or (0141 427)
5 9 9 3 ( H o m e ) ,

N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r :H o n . S e c .
J AY C R E S S W E L L
17 Kestrel Road, Newburgh,
A b e r d e e n s h i r e A B 4 1 O E E
Te l : 0 1 3 5 8 7 8 9 8 5 5

D I C K D A W S O N

West Tye Cottage, Tyes Cross,
Sharpthorne, West Sussex
R H 1 9 4 H T Te l : 0 1 3 4 2 8 1 0 3 0 3

M e m b e r s h i p S e c r e t a r y Boat Register: 7JC

/P A T D A W S O N
West Tye Cottage, Tyes Cross,
Sharpthorne, West Sussex
R H 1 9 4 H T

J U D I L O M A S

Bacons Co t tage , D ragons
Green, Horsham, Sussex
R H 1 3 7 J F

/

Te l ; 0 1 3 4 2 8 1 0 3 0 3Te l : 0 1 4 0 3 7 4 1 7 3 6

AREA SECRETARIES AND REPRESENTATIVES

N o r t h e r n i r e l a n d :E a s t C o a s t :
A l a n H i d d e n , 4 M a l o n e V i e w
Avenue, Belfast BT9 5PJ
Te l ; 0 1 2 3 2 6 1 2 2 3 3

Jon. Wainwright, Port View, New
Road, Mist ley, Manningtree, Essex
C O l 1 2 A E Gaff mainsail (unused) 322 sq ft. Luff 14ft

Foot 21ft, White 12oz Terylene. Made for
33ft Oyster Boat. Contact Ivan Graham
( 0 1 5 4 6 ) 6 0 2 11 6 ,

Te l : 0 1 2 0 6 3 9 3 5 3 7

M o r e c a m b e B a y :Medway and Nor th Ken t :
J a c k M i l l e r , 5 M u n c a s t e r R o a d ,
North Scale, Walney Island,
B a r r o w - l n - F u r n e s s , C u m b r i a
L A 1 4 3 R P

L e n a R e e k i e , 5 S t a t i o n R o a d ,
F a v e r s h a m , K e n t M E 1 3 8 E B
Te l : 0 1 7 9 5 5 3 4 2 1 2

Te l : 0 1 2 2 9 4 7 2 1 3 5
Cinque Ports: C l y d e : 1. Nearly new concertina, unwanted gift,

in box with instructions. Give away at ̂ 5,
2. One pair of oars 7ft long, brand new
n e v e r b e e n u s e d , £ 3 5 .

3. One Seagull outboard engine 5,5 HP,
long shaft only 120 hours use. £225.
Con tac t EWi l l i ams (01206 ) 393420 .

Al is ta i r Paterson, 3Maxwel l Court ,
G l a s g o w

David Cade, Steps Cot tage, New
England Lane, Playden, Rye,
E . S u s s e x T N 3 1 7 N T
Te l : 0 1 7 9 7 2 2 3 0 4 0

Te l : 0 1 4 1 4 2 9 4 2 3 5 Havasule (OGA No, 1091) 20ft Cooper
Shetland foureen, 1978 larch on oak; very
good condit ion, ready to sai l . Dipping
lug, four oars, beach launching wheels.
Fifted bilge pump,anchorand warp. Kept
u n d e r c o v e r s i n c e n e w . G I R O £ 2 , 5 0 0 .
Haggle! Contact Bruce Chappie (01243)
8 2 1 5 6 6 ,

H O L I D A Y S I N H O L L A N D ?

Two lovely, new, self contained appartments to rent on aBroads-like lake adjacent to
OGA member's boat yard near (Gouda, Either phone Rik Homan direct on 00 31 1820
15007 or ring Graham Wadeson on (01394) 383082 for details.

O v e r s e a s L i a i s o n :
Sam Bayl iss , 1Landsdown
Avenue, Porches te r, Fareham,
H a n t s
P 0 1 6 9 N N

S o l e n t :
Mark Taylor, 5Hawthorn Close,
C o l d e n C o m m o n , W i n c h e s t e r ,
H a n t s S 0 2 3 I T W Te l : 0 1 9 6 2 7 1 5 0 4 2

Te l : 0 7 0 5 3 8 4 6 3 2

F r a n c e :
J.C. Crepin, Le Veu Herve, 22360
Langreux , F rance

S o u t h W e s t :
P a u l V i n c e n t , B r a m b l e t o r r e ,
D i t t i s h a m , D a r t m o u t h , D e v o n
T Q 6 O H Z Te l : 0 1 8 0 3 7 7 0 6 5 3 G e r m a n y.

A l e x a n d e r N u r n b e r g ,
Ble ickenal lee 8, 2000 Hamburg
50 , Germany.

C o r n w a l l :
Mike Coll ins, Prince Regent
H o u s e , P e r r a n w e l l , T r u r o , C o r n w a l l

Te l : 0 8 7 2 8 6 3 0 9 6 O . G . A . o f U . S . A . :TR3 6LF
Leonard G. Kavanagh, 88 Lenox
R o a d , N a h a n t , M A 0 1 9 0 8 , U S A

B r i s t o l C h a n n e l :
Bart. Wordsworth, 54 Leopold
R o a d , B r i s t o l B S 6 5 B S
Te l : 0 1 2 7 2 2 4 7 0 7 6 Stock J-iO . G . A . V a n c o u v e r :

Peter M. Heiberg, 2676 W. 13th
Avenue , Vancouve r, B .C . ,
C a n a d a V 6 K 2 T 3

N o r t h W e s t : s s o c i a t u m TSt
Jim Forrester, Rose Cottage,
U t k i n t o n L a n e , C o t e b r o o k ,
Tarpor ley, Cheshire CW6 OJH
Te i : 0 1 8 2 9 7 3 3 0 3 1 There i s no room in th is i ssue to adver t i se the assoc ia t ion s tock l i s t , however, a fu l l

listing can be found in previous copies of the Log.
Please send orders, with cheque or postal order, payable to Old Gaffers Associa¬
tion (overseas members can pay by Eurocheque or by adraft on aLondon bank)
and if possible, aself addressed label to:-

Mark Taylor, 5Hawthorn Close, Colden Common,
Wi nches te r, H an t s S023 ITW Te l : ( 01962 ) 715042

O . G . A . W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a :
F r a n k . D . M a r c h a n t , P. O . B o x 1 1 1 ,
C l a r e m o n t 6 0 1 0 , W e s t e r n
A u s t r a l i a

Dubiin Bay:
Y v e s C h a v a n n e , 1 M e a d o w D a l e ,
H a r t s t o w n , C l o n s i l l a , D u b l i n 1 5 ,
E i r e There are no Area Secs, for the following areas:

C h a n n e l I s l a n d s
N o r t h E a s t

Te l : 0 1 0 - 5 3 5 - 1 8 2 1 6 2 1 9

N o r t h W a l e s

The following abbreviations are used throughout the newsletter to denote OGA areas
S O L - S o l e n t
S W - S o u t h W e s t
O W L - C o r n w a l l
B C - B r i s t o l C h a n n e l
W A L - N o r t h W a l e s

F R - F r a n c eN E - N o r t h E a s t
E C - E a s t C o a s t
M N K - M e d w a y
& N o r t h K e n t
CP -Cinque Ports

BD -Dublin Bay
N W - N o r t h W e s t
MB-Morecambe Bay USA-U .S .A .
CLY -C lyde
N l - N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d

GER -Germany NOTE: MEMBER'S OWN BOAT/GEAR ADDS ARE FREE!
DETAILS OF CHARGES FOR NON-MEMBER'S ADVERTS CONTACT JAY CRESSWELL

C A N - C a n a d a
W A - W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a



iS/Lemher's Advertisements Editorial
All advertisements are published in good faith and, subject to editing, as received
from confribufors but we cannot guarantee or accept any responsibility for their
accuracy of descr ip t ion.

Puffin Bac (OGA No. 1725) -Tamarisk gaff
cu t fe r. 1986 LOA 30 f f l i n , LOD 24 f f , LWL
21ft 2in, Beam 8ft, Draught 2ft 11 in

D a r k g r e e n G R P h u l l , p l y d e c k
sheathed in GRP, wooden spars. Four
berth layout with separate sea heads,
Taylor paraffin burners, Volvo Penta MDl B
lOHP, roller reefing foresails.

All equipmenf for sale, down to the
Breton plotter, due to arrival of daughfer
and part time degree. Based Portsmouth,
£12,000, Par t share consdered i f a i l e lse
fails. Confact Brian Henderson on tel/fax
01428-723901 day or evening.

Whizzpopper -John Clar idge GRP
Lymington Scow with teak strakes and
tr im, o r

Phizzwizard-West Solent Scow, early GRP
version by Palace Boat Yard, Beaulieu.
Completely rebui l t , newspars.rudderand
sail, adelight iosee and sail. Trailer available
with either boat. Choice and price negotiable.
Con tac t G raham Dadd on 011252 716348
(Farnham,Surrey)

Duinlander -34ft LOD "Is lander" (day)
steel gaff yawl. Builf N/V B. Tans &Zonen,
R o t t e r d a m 1 9 2 7 . L l o y d s r e g i s t e r e d
YO28370/185585 to 1977. Local history
since import c.1938.

R a i s e d t o p s i d e s a n d n e w 6 f t
h e a d r o o m x 1 6 f t c o a c h h o u s e . S o m e
p l a fi n g a n d w e l d i n g r e q u i r e d , c o s t
approx £2,000 plus fitting out. Some steel
and wood panels inc luded, a lso l lOv
grinder, transformer, lighfs efc. No engine,
buf spars, sfanding rig, heads, Taylors,
anchor, s fe rngear, sa i l s , sex tan t , on
a r t i c u l a t e d r o a d t r a i l e r i n c l u d e d . C o n t a c t
Amyas Munday (Exeter) 01392-832683/
0 1 4 6 0 - 3 0 6 5 5

Ploumanac'h 95 is just around the corner: This tea Ick tothe 1991 event.r i i i t - l ’ i i i r jmVr

Alargh Du - (OGA No.1415) . Fa lmouth
Working Boat. Designed by Percy Dalton
and built in ferro 1986, Traditionally rigged
and fully equipped buf in need of aliffle
T L C . £ 3 , 0 0 0 , F o r f u r f h e r d e f a i l s c o n f a c t
D e r e k S m i t h 0 1 2 0 8 8 7 3 5 4 1

P R E S E R V I N G A N D P R O M O T I N G G A F F R I G

EIDER ducks on my local estuary are at it .... making those "come-on" noises
they're so good at as the mating season gets under way.

But there are no yotters devoting loving care to she-who-must-be-obeyed's most
dangerous rival .... the mistress .... er boat in Newburgh.

In fact there are only three craft on the Ythan at the moment -acatamaran, a
speedyboat an my wee skiff Cailleach Bhan.

Happily fhere are enough interesting local pleasure craft and former fishing
yawls in N.E. Scotland for there to be atrad boat festival at Portsoy in July.

It's apity idon't live down south -judging by the huge calendar of events that
has grown up in Britain and Europe for gaffers and ofher "classic" craft.

In the middle of fhe Log you will find averifable cornucopia of fun fo indulge in,
whafever the size of your craft.

Besides the huge number of UK gef-fogethers, i t is hearfening to see Ir ish
gatherings go from sfrength to strength; for the Isle of Man fo be sure enough about
its pulling power to launch anew beer to mark Peel '95; and for fhe Clyde or rather
Scottish OGA to pull itself togefher,

Ihope fhe UK/Irish events can be every bit as stylish as those organised in France,
not least the Ploumanch '95 Festival In North Brittany. Jay Cresswell Hon, Ed.

F r e d a ( O G A N o . 2 11 0 ) - 1 8 f t 6 i n I t c h e n
Ferry built around
1890, Pitch pine on
o a k . C a n v a s
d e c k s . B M W D 1 2

d iese l eng ine , 5
s a i l s i n c l u d i n g
t o p s a i l
b a l l o o n
S u c c e s s f u l a n d

enjoyable OGA ^
race confender. H
Lying afloat in (
P o r t s m o u t h . S t i l l M
very or ig inal and
well maintained. Moving to alarger boat.
£3,000. Contact Barry Moody on 01245
513472 days or 01705 268863 evenings

I

m

a n d -

j i b . ,
I

l Mm

Scow-one of two for sale. 11ft Sin overal l ,
lugsail rig, ideal for youngsters and as a
sailing tender:



i m a - A a mnfff̂ TF f'P?
Amisunderstanding with asponsor lef t Solent Area unable to meet afinancial

commitment which was therefore paid out of central funds.
Newcomers to the expenses list were the photographic competition prizes and

essential repairs to the laser printer. The former, which has provided cover pictures for
the newsletter, may be ongoing, whereas the latter should not.

These accoun ts a re those o f the Cen t ra l Commi t tee o f the Assoc ia t ion and do no t
incorporate the assets and liabilit ies of Area Committees. Returns from the Area
Commi t tees show fu r the r ne t asse ts o f £2 ,646 (1993 £3 ,315 )

G A B e a g l e y F C C A
H o n , T r e a s u r e r

Ihave examined the financial statements on pages 1and 2and certify that they
are in agreement with the books and vouchers presented to me. In my opinion the
financial statements give atrue and fair v iew of the Associat ion's affairs at 30
September 1994 and of its surplus for the year then ended.

G B e c k e t t

H o n . A u d i t o r

The Lovely Ketch Irene B A L A N C E S H E E T

as at 30 September 1994

1 9 9 4 1 9 9 3
£ £

THE Lovely Ketch Irene -that is how Captain Hugh Shaw described her in his book,
'Schooner Captain' and is an opinion shared by all who have known her during the
seventy-five years she has graced the coastal waters of the British Isles, since her
launch at Bridgwater in 1907, On that occasion the local press report of the launching
doubted whether the builders, Messrs. F.J. Carver and Sons, had '...previously built a
more shapely and graceful ship than the Irene...'

It seems that it had been several years
s i n c e a n e w c r a f t h a d t a k e n t h e w a t e r

from alocal yard at Bridgwater, so the
l a u n c h o f t h e I r e n e a t t r a c t e d m o r e t h a n

ordinary interest -afact borne out by a
contemporary photograph showing both
b a n k s o f t h e r i v e r s o l i d w i t h o n l o o k e r s -

some of whom got pretty damp from the
launching wave. Built for Messrs. Symons
and Captain William Lee (her first skip¬
per), she was named after Miss Irene Sy¬
mons and was to be employed in 'the
general trade of the port'. Thus another
l i t t le coaster joined the large fleet al¬
ready working in and out of the Bristol
Channel, In fact, she proved to be not
only the last sailing coaster to have been
built at Bridgwater but also the last Som¬
erset commercial sailing vessel in trade,
discharging her last cargo in 1961.

Atypical coasting ketch of her period,
the Irene is wood-built of oak, elm, pine

C U R R E N T A S S E T S

Bank Deposi t Account
B a n k C u r r e n t A c c o u n t

Cheques and Cash in Hand
Prepayments
Insignia Stocks

7,143 1 7 , 0 0 0
3 2 8 2 5 5
6 7 8 9 2 6
7 3 2

2 , 1 5 3
11 , 0 3 4

1 , 6 6 0
19,841and -perhaps not so typically -chestnut.

She was, and still is, gaff rigged, with a
long, nicely raked bowsprit setting off her
shape ly s tem, amainmast surmounted
by atall fitted topmast and apole mizzen¬
mast. Her basic dimensions are, length on
deck 85 feet, beam 21 feet and depth 9
fee t and 6 fee t f o rwa rd , As l aunched , she
was registered to carry 165 tons. She also
had adeep half-deck built in forward, aft
s i d e o f t h e f o r e c a s t l e a n d e n t e r e d f r o m

there. This suggests that she may have
b e e n i n t e n d e d f o r t h e N e w f o u n d l a n d

trade but was, in any case, afeature of
many vessels in the Continental trade.

T h e I r e n e s t a r t e d w o r k o n J u n e 1 7 ,
1 9 0 7 - l e s s t h a n a m o n t h a f t e r h e r l a u n c h ¬

ing -when she loaded at Bridgwater for
Penzance and sai led in company with
the fast fore-and-aft schooner Kings Oak,
bound to Liverpool. They left the river
together and the local sailing fraternity

C U R R E N T L I A B I L I T I E S

Sundry Creditors
Corporat ion Tax

4 5 5 2 , 6 2 2
8 6 1 3 9

5 4 1 2 ,761

N E n C U R R E N T A S S E T S
10 ,493 17 ,080

G E N E R A L F U N D

Balance from previous year
Expenditure from Reserve

Excess of Income over Expenditure

17 ,080
8 , 5 5 0
8 , 5 3 0
1 ,963

10 ,493

15 ,234
6 9 9

14 ,535
2 , 5 4 5

17 ,080
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TREASURER’S REPORT
HALL RUSSE

The result for the year was asurplus of £1,963 but this was achieved because there
were only three issues of the newsletter during the year instead of the normal four.
If four issues had been published the result would have been aloss of around £280.

Our reserves were depleted by the cost of producing and distributing the
Members' Handbook which in total was £8,550. At the end of the year the reserves
s tood a t £10 ,493 .

The Association's main sources of income from membership fees and donations
showed asmall decline over the previous year. Investment income was down due
to smaller balances on deposit and lower interest rates. Insignia surplus was lower as
provisions were made against possible losses.

Costs were very much in line with those for last year except for some specific
ifems. Newsletters have been previously mentioned but we should not forget the
'knock-on' effect which means that we may have to bear the costs of five issues in
the accounts for next year.

i

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT
for the year ended 30 September 1994

1 9 9 4 1 9 9 3
£ £

I N C O M E

Membership fees
D o n a t i o n s
I n s u r a n c e C o m m i s s i o n
I n v e s t m e n t I n c o m e
Insignia Surplus
M i s c e l l a n e o u s

11 , 3 0 7
1 , 1 2 0

11 , 4 6 8
1 ,369

6 1 1 6 3 3
2 5 6 5 6 0
1 3 1 3 6 5

3 7
1 3 , 4 6 2 14 ,395

wondered, not unnaturally, how this new
and very tr im vessel would shape up
a g a i n s t a s c h o o n e r o f p r o v e n g o o d
performance. In due course atelegram
from Watchet arr ived, stat ing that the
Kings Oak was leading by two miles and
both vessels were shortening sail. Then it
began to blow very hard so the Irene
put back to Penarth and the 'race' was

from the nor'ard, shaping acourse paral¬
lel to her own. One can imagine both
skippers immediately on their mettle to
make arace of i t . They rounded Cape
Clear abreast, with the Young Fox four
miles to windward, but the Irene steadily
drew ahead until, by nightfall, she was a
c l e a r s e v e n m i l e s a h e a d a n d w a s n o t
caught aga in .

Throughout her commercial l i fe the
Irene was made to earn her keep, sailing
many hundreds of miles every year with
cargoes varying from pit-props to flour,
coal,scrap iron, brickyard goods, oil cake,
and so on , and one remembers t ha t be¬
fore loading a'clean' cargo, after carry¬
ing a ' d i r t y ' one , t he ho ld had t o be
thoroughly swept and scrubbed by her
crew. This job must have seemed endless
e v e n i n a s m a l l v e s s e l l i k e t h e I r e n e ,

E X P E N D I T U R E
N e w s l e t t e r s

Stationery, Post and Telephone
Printing
Travell ing &Subsistence
Hire o f Rooms
P r o f e s s i o n a l A s s i s t a n c e
Subscription RYA
General Expenses
Bank Charge
Area Funding
(South West)
( S o l e n t )
D o n a t i o n R N L I

Photographic Competit ion Prizes
Formation Expenses -Dublin Bay
Repairs to laser printer

Excess of Income over Expenditure

6 , 3 0 3
1 , 2 7 4

7 , 7 0 2
1 ,488

3 1 5 6 6 9
1 , 11 6 1 ,139

2 3 5 2 3 5
1 7 1

3 2 2 4
6 6 7 0 O f f ,
6 3 5 3 H o n o u r w a s r e d e e m e d , h o w e v e r , i n

July 1911, when the Irene left Bridgwater
i n c o m p a n y w i t h a n e w G o o l e - b u i l t
ketch, the Young Fox, both bound to the
south-west of Ireland. The Young Fox
t o o k a c o u r s e d i r e c t t o C a p e C l e a r
whilst the Irene bore away more to the
northward and they soon lost one an¬
other. On raising the Irish coast the Young
Fox sighted the Irene reaching down

7 6 4 9
9 1 6
2 5 0 2 5 0
2 5 0
1 1 7

4 8 6

11 , 4 9 9
1 ,963

13 ,462

11 , 8 5 0
2 , 5 4 5

14 ,395

»■



over the last tv/enty or so years, we have
a c c e p t e d m o d e r n b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s
a n d h a v e a l s o i n v i t e d w o o d e n
bermudian rigged craft to join some of
o u r r a l l i e s .

The original objective of the OGA
was to revive the then fast disappearing
gaff rig. This objective has, Ibelieve,
been more than fulfilled. The wide sphere
of our influence indicates this as does the
continuing expansion of the OGA.

So where do we go from here?
Are we going to be content to sit

back and congratulate ourselves on a
job well done and leave it at that, or are
we going to go forward and accept the
new challenges that are offered to us?

Ibelieve that the identity of the OGA
i s n o w s o w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t w e c a n ,
through the Heritage initiative, reach out
t o i n c l u d e t h e o t h e r b r a n c h o f o u r
m a r i t i m e i n h e r i t a n c e , t h e b e r m u d i a n
classics. This may be anathema to some,
b u t w e s h o u l d a t l e a s t l o o k a t , a n d
d e b a t e , t h e i d e a t o s e e i f i t c a n b e
a c h i e v e d .

I t i s w e l l t o r e m e m b e r t h a t i f a n
organisation is to expand and grow it
must accept change -if not it will stultify
and die. Ihope it will never be said that
the OGA is unwilling to accept change.

I h a v e e n j o y e d m y s i x y e a r s a s
President, as Ihave my twenty or so years
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e E a s t C o a s t A r e a .
May Itake this opportunity to wish the
n e w P r e s i d e n t t h e s a m e l e v e l o f
en joyment and suppor t and fi reworks
that Ihave exper ienced.

My thanks to all the Committees in
the Areas for their very positive input of
time and energy over the years, and also
my thanks to al l those members who
have contributed in ways too numerous
t o m e n t i o n .

May Ifinish on this note. The course
and d i rect ion o f the OGA is in the hands
of you the members. There are new ideas
and initiatives waiting to be developed
t o t h e e n h a n c e m e n t o f t h e O G A a n d i f
we wish to continue to earn the high
profile and level of influence we now
enjoy, we should embrace them.

t h e y e a r 1 9 1 3 -
' S a i l e d f r o m P r e s t o n

in January to Fal¬
m o u t h , F a l m o u t h t o
Par, Pa r to London ,
London to Bridgwa¬
te r, B r i dgwa te r t o
R o t t e r d a m , R o t t e r ¬
dam to Exmouth, Ex-
m o u t h t o Te i g n -
mouth, Teignmouth
to G lasgow, G las -
gowto London, Lon¬
d o n t o N e w q u a y,
Newquay to Bridg¬
water, Bridgwaterto
Gaiway, to the Ar¬
ran I s lands , then to
Q u e e n b o r o u g h i n
K e n t , Q u e e n b o r ¬
ough to Arran in the
Solway Firth, to the
Kyles of Bute in the
C l y d e a n d f r o m
there to London, ar¬
riving there in De¬
c e m b e r .

Her cargo books
s h o w t h a t t h i s w a s

her trading pattern
r i g h t t h r o u g h h e r
long and busy work¬
ing l i f e , i nc lud ing
b o t h w o r l d w a r s
when, like her sisters
in trade, she was al¬
w a y s a p o t e n t i a l
de fence less ta rget
f o r e n e m y a c t i o n
whenever we put to
s e a .

PRESIDENT SADDRESS
W e l c o m e .

I ' V E b e e n t r o l l i n g t h r o u g h t h e o l d
N e w s l e t t e r s t o r e m i n d m y s e l f o f t h e
p ro b l e ms a n d d e b a te s t h a t o cc u p i e d
the attention of the members in the early
history of the OGA.

One of the themes that has cropped
up most of ten is that of our emblem.
What is it, pitch fork or gaff jaws? This
d e b a t e h a s b e e n r u n n i n g s i n c e t h e
A s s o c i a t i o n w a s f o r m e d , a n d c o n t i n u e s
to this day. However, it seems to me that
c o n s i d e r i n g w e h a v e n o w b e c o m e
involved with Heri tage Afloat, i tsel f an
offshoot of English Heritage, our founders
a n t i c i p a t e d t h i s n e w m o v e a n d v e r y
cunningly devised an emblem that would
s p a n b o t h l a n d a n d s e a - h e n c e i t
represents both gaff jaws and pitch fork,
reminding everyone once again that the
OGA ieads current thinking.

The other evergreen debate is that of
rig, materials and eligibility and whether
"proper gaffers" should entertain the use
of anything but wood, flax, sisal, hemp
and lignum vitae. One purist wrote that
" n o d a m n e d m a n m a d e m a t e r i a l s w i l l
cross my decks". Perhaps the rope and
sa i l c l o th manu fac tu re rs hea rd th i s and i t
p r o m p t e d t h e m t o p r o d u c e t h e m a n
made iook alikes that we all enjoy, but I
doubt it fooled our puristi

The r i g deba te wen t even deepe r
and like that of the emblem, is still with us.

One boa t on the Eas t Coas t t ha t won
everything in sight was almost banned
because the ang le a t the th roa t was
some 170 degrees . The owner, awe l l
known sail maker changed the mainsail
to amore convent ional shape and st i l l
won everything in sight! His detractors
were then seen tweaking their own mains,
but to no avail. One bright lad twittered
on about "having agaff swinging about
over your head is all that matters", and
continued in this vein until, seeing over
100 Mirror dinghies with vertical gaffs at a
l o c a l r e g a t t a , a n d m i n d f u l o f t h e
problems of spotting class 3, decided to
shut up.

With the increase of interest in gaff rig

■ F o r t h e fi r s t t e n
years of her life the

Irene worked out of Bridgwater, but, in
I9l7,she was registered in Swansea and
re-registered there in 1919 under the own¬
ership of W.A, Jenkins, who sold her to
Capta in Hugh Shaw in 1922, Capta in
Shaw, of Arlingham, Gloucestershire, also
h a d t h e s c h o o n e r s C a m b o r n e a n d K a t e
working the Irish Sea out of South Wales
and the Irene -by now fitted with a19l 9
'Invincible'paraffin auxil iary motor-joined
them in th is t rade under Capta in I ra

..iFV.

As an example of the sort of distances
s h e c o v e r e d , J a m e s D e w i n f o r m s u s t h a t
in I9l3the /renesai ied from Teignmouth
to Glasgow, adistance of 500 miles, in five
days which, even today, would be con¬
s ide red avery c red i tab le pe r fo rmance
for amodern sail ing cruiser with arela¬
tively large crew, self-steering gear and
all other 'mod cons'. Mr Dew goes on to
give asample twelve months'work of the
I r e n e t a k e n a t r a n d o m f r o m h i s n o t e s o f

●A
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C O M M O N E U R O P E A N M A R I T I M E H E R I T A G E C O N G R E S S

Introduction; The CEMHC is anetwork of persons and inst i tut ions which are
involved in the preservation of traditional and historical vessels in Europe. More
particularly, the CEMHC is anetwork of preservation organisations, societies and
pr ivate owners, who keep their ships in sai l ing commission and who want to
strengthen the ties between preservation organisations, private owners and maritime
m u s e u m s .

The CEMHC was born during aCongress in Amsterdam in August and September
1992. The Congress was concluded with the passing of two resolutions:
1. The CEMHC is anetwork of organisations and private persons who want to

preserve historic vessels in Europe. The Secretariat, run by Henk Dessens, will until
1995 be based in the Nether lands Mar i t ime Museum in Amsterdam. The ma in task
of the Secretariat is to extend and strengthen the network in order to enhance
representativity of the CEMHC's contacts and the corresponding file of addresses.

2 , An in ternat iona l work ing group, led by asteer ing commit tee, examines the
congress's recommendations and makes preparation for the second congress
in 1995, where results of the analysis will be presented.
Finances: Owners of traditional ships are used to working with very low budgets,

but all activities cost money, including the CEMHC newsletter. In the near future it
will be unavoidable that the organisations which want to receive the Newsletter will
contribute to the expense. At the 1995 Congress the steering-committee will present
ap roposa l fo r amore fo rma l o rgan isa t ion o f CEMHC and ap lan fo r financ ing
a c t i v i t i e s .

Until this date and if you want to receive the newsletter, all member organisations
and individuals are invited to pay DPI 50.00 to the Netherlands Maritime Museum,
Kattenburgerplein 1,1018 KK Amsterdam, Netherlands; Postbank giro account 33 22
689 (SWIFTcode ING BNL 2A).

The Steering Committee: Members of the steering committee are: Henk Dessens
(Curator Netherlands Maritime Museum Amsterdam); Michael vom Baur (Chairman
Association of German Museumports); Mike Stammers (Curator Merseyside Maritime
Museum Liverpool)

Aldridge, just in time to encounter the Irish
'trouble' of those days. But trade was
slack on the English coast and Captain
S h a w h a d n o a l t e r n a t i v e b u t t o s e n d h i s

vessels where cargoes were to be found,
danger or no.

As can be imagined the Irish coastal
trade was badly disrupted at this t ime
a n d t h e f o r t u n e s o f t h e S h a w fl e e t v a r i e d

almost from tide to tide. They were either
being chartered by shippers desperate
to gettheir goods shifted, or being board¬
ed by armed men demanding transpor¬
tation. Sometimes acargo could be rath¬
er unusual , suoh as when the I rene load¬
ed live pigs at Dingle for Tralee. The hold
was spread with earth ballast, upon which
the pigs were turned loose! Fortunately,
the weather was good and the animals
survived the voyage safely.

The/ / -eneseemstohavecome through
those perilous times unscathed and con¬
tinued into the deepening economic cri¬
sis of the late 1920s, which eventually
forced Captain Shaw to sell her in 1928
back to her firs t owners, Messrs Col thurs t
Symons. In 1927 she had been re-regis¬
tered in Bridgwater, which remained her
port of registry for the rest of her working
life and, indeed, right up to the present
day, for 'Bridgwater' is still to be seen
c a r v e d i n t o h e r c o u n t e r .

F r o m 1 9 2 8 o n w a r d s t h e I r e n e w e n t

quietly about the work for which she had
been built, seldom getting into the news
f o r s h e w a s s e l d o m i n t r o u b l e . I t w a s

inevitable, however, that this busy little
t r a d e r s h o u l d h a v e h a d s o m e a n x i o u s

moments du r ing her l ong and ac t i ve
c a r e e r . O n e o f t h e fi r s t m u s t h a v e b e e n i n

1910 when she put into Newhaven having
lost her main gaff, splitting her mainsail,
losing her gaff topsail and foresail, during
ahard blow in the Channel, Ayear later
she was in collision with alighter in Rouen,
sustaining slight damage to her stem. A
s i m i l a r m i s f o r t u n e b e f e l l h e r a t A v o n m o u t h
in 1952. As fa r as the records show, the
Irene has been put ashore only twice -the
fi r s t t i m e i n t h e 1 9 5 0 s w h e n s h e s t r a n d e d

j u s t b e l o w B a r r y a n d h a d t o g o t o
Appledore for anew keel, and the second
time in 1980 when she went aground off
C o m b w i c h o n t h e R i v e r P a r r e t t . T h i s

c a u s e d n o s t r u c t u r a l d a m a g e b u t
created alot of interest among the locals,
m o s t o f w h o m h a d n e v e r s e e n a W e s t
Country trading ketch, let alone one of
t h e i r o w n l o c a l c r a f t .

Since beccming an auxiliary vessel in
the ear ly 1920s the I rene has had a
number of engines. In the 1930s her old
Invincible was changed for a36hp Petter
engine and, in 1946, this was replaced
by anine-year-old two-cylinder Bolinder,
which, in turn, was replaced by atwo-
cylinder Svenska. Thirty years later this
unit could produce asmoke-screen more
e f f e c t i v e t h a n t h a t o f a c o a l - fi r e d
destroyer! However, in its hey-day this
w a s a p o w e r f u l e n g i n e a n d h e r l a s t
commercial skipper. Captain Bill Schiller
of Appledore, felt justified in reducing
the old ketch's sail plan by sending down
her lofty main topmast and shortening
her bowsprit by fifteen feet. He used the
topmast to make anew main gaff and,
according to his son, Roy, the resulting
solid pitch-pine spar made very heavy
work of setting the big flax mainsail.

Under Captain Schiller the Irene re¬
mained ageneral cargo carrier working
up Channel with grain, tiles from Bridg¬
water to I re land, etc . unt i l 1961 when she
came out of trade after ahard working
life of 54 years. In the September of that
year she went to the Hamble for conver¬
sion to ayacht and she was based there
unt i l 1969, when she was taken around to
Conyer Creek on the River Swale. From
here she went to Kew Bridge on the
T h a m e s i n 1 9 7 1 ,

Her cruising activities for this first 10
years out of trade are obscure but she is
believed to have cruised along the south
coast at least to the Isle of Wight, by
which time she had acquired two large
and unsightly deck houses which com¬
pletely ruined the sweet line of her sheer
and, no doubt, her sailing qualities.

A l t h o u g h s h e w a s m o o r e d a b o v e
bridges at Kew, her present owner. Dr
Lesl ie Morr ish, took the / reneto sea, even
though this meant taking out her masts
for each trip downstream and re-rigging
below Tower Bridge -no mean undertak¬
ing in avessel of this size, Eventually,

H E R I TA G E A F L O AT

to the airris of this a t i o n a n dorgani^
gaff rigged craft and particularly you.t h e

Lofyhose summer days!
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our typesetter and creative expert, Duncan Spencer. My only criticism is that the
masthead to my own column in the Log, chosen by Jay Cresswell, has earned me
the nickname Old Scran Bag in the Solent! Our thanks are due to them both and all
contributors. Please don't forget that we depend on you all to give life to the Log,
so keep on sending material for publication to Jay.

Once again the photographic competition, organised by Peter Lyons in Northern
Ireland, has been agreat success. You will continue to see the best entries as cover
photographs on the coming issues of the Log.

Acomplete list of 1995 events so far organised is available and Iam sure you will
be impressed by the amount and quality of activities planned tor the coming year.

Iknow that 1995 is going to be asuccessful year for the OGA and Ithank you all
for your cont inu ing suppor t . Par t icu lar ly, Iwant the OGA to be acheer fu l and
optimistic organisation. We all of us have an enormous amount of fun with our boats
and I, personally, will be encouraging that feeling in all the meetings Iottend.

P R O P O S A L S O F T H E O G A S T R U C T U R E S R E V I E W T H I N K TA N K

Background: At the last AGM members were informed that your Committee had
constituted aStructures Review "Think Tank" whose brief was to investigate and
propose new methods of running the central business of the Associat ion. The
principal reasons for this were to reduce the Association's dependency on avery
smal l group of Officers, to ensure formal financia l contro l and to enable the
Association to react quickly to changing events and internal and external needs
wi thout convening expensive and t ime-consuming meet ings of the Associat ion
C o m m i t t e e .

The Structures Review reported during the course of 1994 and their proposals were
debated at the Committee meeting preceding the AGM. It is your Committee's wish
that the proposals will be accepted.

Commit tee Structure: Four new sub-commit tees have been proposed, each
under the control of and reporting to the Association Committee. Each is briefly
d e s c r i b e d b e l o w .

Finance and General Purposes Committee:- Members: President, Hon Secretary,
Treasurer, Membership Secretary, Area Liaison Officer, Chairmen of the other
t h r e e n e w s u b - c o m m i t t e e s .

Duties: act for the Association Committee when it is impossible or impractical to
consult it; take instructions from the Association Committee and to report back;
refer mat ters to other sub-commit tees and contro l the i r act iv i t ies; prepare
budgets and deal with all financial issues; set business agendas for Association
Committee and AGM; oversee implementat ion of Associat ion Committee and
AGM resolutions; deal with fundamental issues of policy and direction; deal with
all external bodies and organisations.
Publications and Publicity Sub-committee:-Members: Publicity Officer (Chairman),
N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r, f o u r o t h e r s .

Duties: The Newsletter; Membership List and other publ icat ions; Associat ion
image and public relations; regalia sales; photographic archive; promotion of
b o a t i n s u r a n c e s c h e m e .

Sailing Sub-committee:- Members: Chairman, Boat Register Editor, four others.
Duties: Racing and racing rules; handicapping; maintenance of Boat Register
Membership Sub-commit tee:- Members; Chairman, Membership Secretary, 6
o t h e r s

D u t i e s : R e c r u i t m e n t ; m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e e v e n t s c a l e n d a r ; i n t e r - a r e a l i a i s o n ;
area development; subscription collection; association growth and development.
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H O N O R A RY S E C R E TA RY ’ S R E P O RT atrading ketch which, with the passing
of time, has aii but been forgotten,

Irene was bound, initiaily, for Bristol
w h e r e f u r t h e r w o r k w a s u n d e r t a k e n i n

the City Docks and from where saiiing
t r i a i s w e r e c a r r i e d o u t . F r o m B r i s t o i I r e n e

went round to FaimouthinJulywhereshe
was entered for the Cutty Sark Tail Ships
Race -someth ing which opened anew
and novel chapter in her varied career,

Irene, by 1982 had cast off the last
vestiges of her second career, that is, of
ahouseboat. She is now fully seaworthy,
has ranged full coastal Britain, The Baltic
and the whole length of the Mediterra¬
nean. This year she goes to the Azores.

It has been atime of ever finer tuning.
The sails are improved, the tops'l now has
ajack yard and is abig powerful sail. The
old central propeller has been replaced
by two quartering propellers, each now
with its own Gardner, Generating ma¬
chinery is now competent and reliable.
There is asilent 240 volts from an inverter,
and the comforts of freezer/fridge, and a
well appointed galley. There are now 17
berths in all, but still the saloon is large
and spacious. Extra ballast has improved
I rene 's up-wind per formance, and an
original dolly winch found under acol¬
lapsed barn has made sail hoisting alot
e a s i e r , a n d e v e n e a s i e r n o w t h a t w e
h a v e a d i s c r e t e e l e c t r i c m o t o r f o r w h e n
w e a r e s h o r t h a n d e d .

I r e n e w a s b u i l t a s a c o m m e r c i a l v e s ¬
sel, and again she is earning her living,
but this time chartering for sailing, team
management courses and for film and
t e l e v i s i o n . S h e i s i n fi n e c o n d i t i o n a n d
remains apride and delightto all who sail
in her, and to many more who admire
f r o m a f a r .

This winter she has been in dry dock
again in Gloucester but any visitors will
be very welcome -provided they don't
stop the ever necessary work.

h o w e v e r, h e t o o k h e r o u t o f t h e T h a m e s
and into the Medway, where she lay off
Queenborough for awhi le before com¬
ing back tc her home waters of the Bristol
Channel in 1980, calling in at her birth¬
place, Bridgwater, on passage to Bristol,

Happily, the Irene has undergone an
extensive refit in one of the docks of Hi l l 's
old Albion Dockyard, scene of the launch¬
ing of Bristol 's last deep-water square-
rigger, the barque Favell, but now abusy
yach t bu i l d ing and repa i r ya rd . Much
painstaking, large scale reconstruction has
gone into her, including the replanking of
both sides from just above the waterline
and i t i s obv i ous t ha t no e f f o r t has been
spared to restore herto ostandard worthy
of the original builders. Her engine has
also been replaced again and she is now
powered by amodern Gardner diesel.

I rene comple ted her ma jo r refi t a t
Gloucester where she was dry-docked
a n d w h e r e a s m a l l c e l e b r a t i o n w a s h e l d
to mark her 75th birthday. Here the histor¬
ical atmosphere of the inland port was
emphasised when /rene was joined by the
Soren Larsen and the Marques, both of
w h i c h h a d a r r i v e d a t G l o u c e s t e r t o u n d e r ¬
take filming work in the docks. The casual
passer-by could have been forgiven for
thinking that he had stepped back acen¬
tury when the three sailing vessels, all
wooden-built, were in port together.

In addition to new hull and deck plank¬
ing, Irene has had new masts, new top¬
mast and bowsprit fitted and anew whale-
back cons t ruc ted beh ind he r whee l . P r i de
of the small team of skilled shipwrights
who have been working on her in recent
months however, is the new wooden wind¬
lass on the foredeck. The unsightly large
d e c k h o u s e r e f e r r e d t o e a r l i e r h a s b e e n
removed and the /rene looked altogether
avery trim craft when she left Gloucester
docks early in June and motored down
the ship canal which connects the inland
port with the Severn Estuary at Sharpness.
Her hull has been authentically painted in
the pale grey which was characteristic of
her type in former days.

An interesting aside was that the keep¬
er of one of the canal's numerous swing
br idges re fe r red to I rene as she ap¬
proached as a'Dandy' -alocal name for

The OGA sees out 1994 in avery strong position with 1075 fully paid members
(nearly 70 more than last year) and arecord of successful and enjoyable events held
all over the country. Norther Ireland in particular has gone from strength to strength
and we ex tend our thanks to A lan H idden and h is Commi t tee fo r the i r ha rd work . An
indication of our strength is that during the formation of Heritage Afloat, the new
association of boat and ship preservation societies, consultation and cooperation
with the OGA was regarded as absolutely essential. There will be more about
Heritage Afloat later.

1994 has also been abusy year for your Committee, with much thought being
given to the way we work. Later you will hear more of this, but two highlights are:

First, formation of new committees to take the load off the few who do all the
central work and to involve more people in running the Associat ion. The new
committees are briefed by the Association Committee, who via the Finance and
General Purposes committee exercise strict control over financial issues and ratify all
financial and policy decisions.

Secondly, proposals to provide more active help to the Areas from the huge pool
of experience we have built up in more than 35 years of running events. We have
today discussed and approved aproposal to merge the North West, Morecambe
Bay and North Wales Areas, forming alarger and more active group than the three
areas separately. Areas have often felt isolated from the central goings-on in the
OGA and we are actively addressing this problem.

Now, on to other things. Much to my relief, avolunteer emerged to take over the
vacant position of Hon Membership Secretary. She is Judy Lomas, who brings many
years' experience as aprofessional Membership Secretary to her position. We ask
your help at her election later and 1know you will all join with me in wishing her well.
Iwill not hide the fact that Ihave found this year rather difficult with three OGA jobs
to do. Iam therefore profoundly grateful that more hands are being brought to the
pumps and Iknow that the incidence of mistakes will reduce. Hands up all those who
spotted my mistake in the last Log!

Unfortunately, we lost the services of Mike Roope, the South West Area Secretary,
during 1994, Fortunately, Paul Vincent has agreed to fill Mike's shoes. Our thanks and
best wishes to them both. Likewise, Mark Taylor has stepped down from the position
of Solent Area Secretary and Regalia Officer and his place as Area Secretary will be
filled by Graham Benton, who has plenty of experience as he preceded Mark in the
position. Please join me extending our thanks and best wishes to them.

We still have problems in the Clyde Area, but lain Nicholls has arranged aSpecial
General meeting in Glasgow on January 21 to re-float the Area and form anew
committee. We all wish him well and extend our grateful thanks.

We are now registered under the Data Protection Act, which means that we
cannot divulge information from our computerised membership records to any
person or body outside the OGA. It gives you, the members, the security that your
personal details are safe with us, and us the knowledge that we are now legal.

We have once again held the subscription at £10,00, or £12.50 for family
membership, but we will consider our future needs in committee during the coming
year. Certainly, we need further finance in order to produce an updated Members'
List, but we have many ideas to discuss before we fall back on increasing the
subscription. As you will see from your agenda, Ihave proposed an increase in the
joining fee to cover the expense of producing and mailing materials to new
members, but this has yet to be put to the vote.

The production of the Gaffers' Log has improved enormously in visual terms, with
the energy and imagination of the production team of the Editor, Jay Cresswell and

The bu l k o f t h i s a r t i c l e o r i g i na l l y
a p p e a r e d I n S h i p s M o n t h l y .
Reproduced by k ind permiss ion o f
P.J.Stuckey and publisher
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Letters
10. Report on inaugural meeting of Heritage Afloat and OGA involvement: George

Jago reported on the above. The OGA has joined this new Association as it was
felt it would benefit us to be afounder member. The Meeting approved his action.
It was pointed out that any individual can join for asum of £10 payable to Heritage
Afloat and sent to the Treasurer, Richard Titchener, 11 Butt Lane, Maldon, Essex,
CM9 7HD, and would be sent an introductory package and kept up to date with
p r o g r e s s ,

11. Proposals for changes to Rules: a) That the Rules of the Association be changed
a s f o l l o w s :

Rule 10 section ii: Delete October 31 and insert September 30. Delete December
1 5 a n d i n s e r t N o v e m b e r 1 5 .

Rule 10 section iv: Delete October 31 and insert September 30. Delete from 'to
w h i c h ' t o e n d o f s e n f e n c e .

Rule 11 section ii: Last sentence: delete December 15 and insert November 15.
Approval of these changes was proposed by Mike Burn and seconded by Sam
Bayliss. Passed nem con.

b) That the entry fee be increased to £12.50 for UK members and £20 for overseas
members. The Meeting was advised that this item had been withdrawn and
would be referred to the Finances and General Purposes Committee,

12. Any Other Business: The prize winners were announced for the best article to
appear in the Log over the last 12 months. The first prize of £25 was awarded to
'Sunk!' by Peter Thelwall and Heather Scott for their account of the sinking of
Poppy (Spring/Summer 1994). The second prize of £5 was awarded to 'A
Christmas Story' by Colin and Carol Hayward about their Christmas/New Year
cruise in the Pacific in Annebefh (Autumn/Winter 1994).

The subject of the forthcoming millennium was briefly discussed and it was felt that
some special event should be organised for that year,
Alan Hidden mentioned the forthcoming event at Carrickfergus, June 1-4, Brenda
Jago advised it is the centenary of the Royal Burnham Yacht Club, May 26-29.
Alan Long asked for more photographs and advised that the 'Boatman' will be
publishing aselection of OGA photographs in one of their magazines this year,
Avote of thanks was proposed to the Cruising Association for the use of their splendid
new premises,
Dick Dawson asked for volunteers to serve on the various Committees, the formation
of which will be delegated to the Finances and General Purpose Committee,
David Cade closed the Meeting at 19,42,

oS n̂ey. Pic: Clarfemoijt Nedlands Post
" , ' A , .

O G A W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a

Dear Jay
Enclosed newspaper (Claremont Nedlands Post) picture shows Endeavour passing
Cottesloe, She has asouthwesterly wind directly behind her which has not yet filled
her mizzen or main sails. She will shortly alter course to port and clear Rottnest and
then proceed due south to Cape Leeuwin. Cn rounding this cape course will then
b e d u e e a s t t o A d e l a i d e i n S o u t h A u s t r a l i a a n d t h e n t o Ta s m a n i a .

When the Endeavour does get to England try and pay avisit to her. The
woodwork, particularly the massive jarrah beams, is all fitted and morticed in amost
professional manner. Anew large steamer was built to bend the bow planks of jarrah
timber which were 14 metres wide and approximately 5inches thick. This timber is a
very dense type and one of the best for underwater use. Iwould estimate these
planks will still be in perfect condition in 20 years time.

The small pic of the canoe yowl Karina (sorry no space) shows the type of craft
now becoming popular in our waters. Cwner, Wally Cook ,after continuous practice
now has her under control, so much so that she has won the last three CCA races.

Generally speaking the CCA is going ahead; new owners and craft, and as a
group we are being invited to join in events on the river. The brown sails have
captured the public image and we are well known in the sailing area,

Ilike the new presentation of the Gaffers Log and look forward to the next delivery.
Sincerely
F r a n k M a r c h a n t

Just some of the drunken crews who gotheredlfor the Solent New Yedrs celeb rations

I
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REPORT OF THE 1995 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 5 H i r f r o n

Ho lyhead
G w y n e d d
L L 6 5 l Y U

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting, held at the Cruising Association, Limehouse,
London at 18.00 on Saturday 14 January 1995

PresentiRob Williamson, President; Dick Dawson, Secretary; George Beagley,Treasurer
a n d 4 2 m e m b e r s o f t h e O l d G a f f e r s A s s o c i a t i o n

1. Apologies for absence: Jack Mille,r Ray Austen, Lorna Hammett, Maurice Bailey,
Colin Edmund, Jay Cresswell, Stuart Barsall, Mike Shaw, Denise &Trevor Rawlinson,
Mark Taylor.

2. Minutes of the 1994 AGM (published in Winter 1993 Log): Proposed Pat Dawson,
seconded Sam Bayliss. Approved by the Meeting and signed by Rob Williamson.

3. Matters Arising: There were no matters arising from the 1994 Minutes.
4. President's Address: Rob Williamson addressed the Meeting for the last time as

President. Acopy of the address is attached to these minutes.
Dick Dawson then presented to Rob amounted clock and barometer, with a
presentation plaque which read: "Presented to Rob Williamson on 14th January
1995 after six years of service as our President with grateful thanks from the OGA".

5. Hon Secretary's Report: Dick Dawson presented his report following his first year
in office. The report is follows these minutes. Sam Bayliss congratulated Dick and
proposed avote of thanks for all he had done this year.

6, Hon Treasurer's Report and presentation of Accounts: George Beagley presented
the accounts for 1994 and gave his report, which again follows. There were no
questions regarding the accounts and their adoption was proposed by Mike Burn
and seconded by Arthur Hughes, Dick Dawson proposed avote of thanks to
George for all his hard work.

7, Election of Officers: Rob Williamson, on behalf of the Association, thanked Mike
Burn for the energy and enthusiasm with which he had carried out the tasks of
Secretary over anumber of years, and presented him with an extensively inlaid
saloon table for his Albert Strange yawl Sheila. Mike expressed his thanks.
Rob Williamson then stood down and Dick Dawson took the chair. He confirmed
that David Cade had been elected President and gave abrief resume of David's
diverse roles within the Association over many years from his first involvement in
1961; 25 years on the Solent Area Committee, Solent Race Cfficer for 11 years.
Newsletter Editor for 9years and currently Cinque Ports Area Secretary. David was
asked to join the top table and was presented with the President's flag.
Register Editor -Pat Dawson: proposed George Jago, seconded Alan Hidden,
Membership Secretary -Judy Lomas: proposed Dick Dawson ,seconded Peter
Lyons.
All appointments approved nem con; The following were appointed Honorary
Life Members :Sam Bayliss (Solent), Barry Hicks (Australia) and Ian Edmund (East
Coast); and Rob Williamson was made an Elder Gaffer,

8. Presentation of the recommendations of the Structures Review and implementation
of the proposals: George Beckett presented the think tank's findings and
recommendations as per attached report. Mike Burn congratulated the
Committee on implementing these far reaching reviews, and David Cade
thanked George Beckett for his hard work.

9. Report on the EU Directive on Recreational Craft: Robert Holden gave an up to
date summary of the present position. The Directive is awaiting implementation
into English law, delayed as aSolicitor has yet to be appointed, David Cade
thanked Robert for his presentation.

D e a r M r. C r e s s w e l l ,
H o w n i c e t o s e e a

picture of the Vigi-
toncein full sail-your
A u t u m n e d i t i o n o f
Gaffers Log. As to
h e r w h e r e a b o u t s ,
wel l 1 last saw her in
mid-July at Port St.
Mary, Isle of Man.

I 'd had qu i te a
long day's sail down
f r o m t h e I s l e o f
W h i t h o r n t o P o r t S t .
Mary in my gaff cut¬
t e r M i n e l v i a ( C G A
No.423) . Round ing
t h e b r e a k w a t e r e n d

y a c h t s w e r e l y i n g
t h r e e a n d f o u r
abreast al l bobbing
up and down in the
f r e s h c o n d i t i o n s .
H o w e v e r , I s a w
t h e r e w a s s p a c e
next to Vigi lance -
f o r s o m e r e a s o n n o -

o n e h a d g o n e
alongside her. See¬
i n g w h o I r e a l i s e d
a f t e r w a r d s t o b e

K e n H a r r i s d o i n g
some painting up in
the bows , Iasked " I s
it CK to berth alongside?" Ken looked down, hesitated for afew moments, then
gave his permission. Minelvia met with his approval and he took our lines.

During the next few days Ken was most helpful, even to the point of casting his
experienced eye over Minelvia and offer ing advice on di fferent aspects, Imust
admit, seeing the spotless Vigliance with fresh paint, sparkling brightwork and mirror¬
like varnish, my own boat looked abit tatty; in fact after asix week cruise which had
taken us f rom our home por t in Holyhead across to I re land, Car l ingford and
Strangford Loughs then to the Clyde Basin, where we sailed and explored at our
le i su re , t he e l emen ts had t aken t he i r t o l l .

Anyway, VIgiiance improves with age. Ken Harris having negotiated along-term
berth, intends to stay at Port St. Mary for some time -maybe I'll see him again this year.
Yours sincerely
Angus McLeod

Vf

V/g//ance slides past Peel Castle, Isle of Man

A
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' M a r l i n '
N o r t h H o u s e
B i n d e r t o n
C h i c h e s t e r
W e s t S u s s e x
P 0 1 8 O J S

C o m m o n E u r o p e a n M a r i t i m e
Heritage Congress
Yo u w i l l s e e f r o m t h e A G M m i n u t e s t h a t
the OGA has joined Heritage Afloat, the
British federation of maritime preservation
groups. Another group with aEurope¬
wide coverage is the CEMHC, ashor t
description of which is reported in this
Log. No moves have yet been made by
the OGA for affiliation to the CEMHC, but
we await the proceedings of the 1995
Congress with interest.
There is nothing to stop individuals joining
either Heritage Afioat or CEMHC and I
u r g e y o u t o r e a d t h e d e t a i l s o f
membership of both, to be found in the
pages of this Log. The more members
these organisations atfract, the stronger
the movement protecting the remnants
of our maritime history, the skills, traditions,
mar i t ime s i t es and the boa ts t hemse l ves ,

S c o t t i s h A r e a
Iam very happy to report that the Special
General meeting of the Clyde Area, ably
arranged by lain Nicholls in Glasgow on
21st January and well attended, has
produced anew Scottish Area Secretary.
J i m M c N i v e n , w h o s e a d d r e s s i s o n t h e
inside front cover of this Log, will be
organis ing events in Scot land and we
h a v e a g r e e d t o r e n a m e t h e a r e a t o
match its planned wider coverage. Iam
confident that Jim will build abusy area
f u l l o f e v e n t s , a n d w i s h h i m w e l l , I a l s o
must record my thanks to lain Nicholls,
without whose hard work the meeting
would not have happened.

Boat Register
In this column in the last issue Ipromised
that aBoat Register form would be
included so that you could all update
y o u r b o a t d e t a i l s f o r o u r fi l e s ,
Unforfunately, secretarial incompetence
( m i n e ) m e a n t t h e f o r m w a s n o t i n c l u d e d
in the mailing. That omission is rectified
with this issue, so please do your best to
send me up to date details of your boats.
E v e n i f y o u a r e c o n v i n c e d t h a t t h e
information has been sent before, please
send it again if you can. We can only
keep the Register up to date if we have
aconstant supply of information.

O G A I n s u r a n c e S c h e m e
The takeup of this scheme has improved
over the last year. For those not familiar
with it, the OGA provides two separate
schemes; aunique third-party policy
which requires no survey and whose
premium is based on hull length alone,
and acompetitive fully comprehensive
policy. Both are designed with gaff rig in
mind and are available only to OGA
m e m b e r s .

You may know that tax is now levied on
insurance premiums, so we have had to
increase our premiums. Anew insurance
scheme description is shortly to be
produced and will be available through
your area secretary or myself. Until that is
a v a i l a b l e , b e a d v i s e d t h a t t h e n e w t h i r d
party premiums are as follows:
LOA( f t )

Dear Jay Cresswell,
Ihave just received the latest Gaffers Log, for which many thanks and congratulations
on the very readable and interesting production. It is not often that Iread similar
publications from oover to cover -much credit to youl

Iwas part icularly interested in Rob Holden's report on the Recreational Craft
Directive and relieved to know that, thanks to the sterling efforts of the OGA, Cruising
Association, MOCRA and the RYA, Iwill not have to make any drastic alterations to
Marlin after all. She is 60 in March and is costing me enough to maintain without the
additional expense of fitting holding tanks or whatever.

Iwas part icularly pleased to see the photograph at the foot of the Welcome
Aboard page which shows the start of the Solent annual race. Marlin is the boat on
the extreme left of the picture. It is not often that one sees aphotograph of one's own
boat under sail or in such distinguished company, even if the skipper did subsequently
disgrace himself by fouling the Frigate mark! -An embarrassing mis-judgement of the
strong tide and atemporary loss of wind with other boats too close for comfort on
either hand. As Mark Taylor writes, it was miraculous that no collision occurred.

On the subject of Welcome Aboard, would it be possible to show the home port
against the boat's name? This would enable us to 'make our number' when we
c o m e a c r o s s t h e m .

Yours sincerely
J o h n L a n c a s t e r - S m i t h

*

i

P r e m £ L O A ( f t )

2 6 - 3 0
3 6 - 4 0
4 6 - 5 0
5 6 - 6 0

P r e m £

0 - 2 5 8 2 1 0 8
3 1 - 3 5
4 1 - 4 5
5 1 - 5 5

1 3 3 1 5 9
1 8 4 2 1 0
2 6 1 3 1 3

Regal ia
With the resignation of Mark Taylor, this
posi t ion is now vacant . Avolunteer is
required to fill Mark's shoes and the job
involves keeping up stocks of sweatshirts,
burgees and the like whilst making them
available to the membership at large
and directly to the Areas that hold their
own stocks. Please let me know if you are
i n t e r e s t e d .

The Idea of noting home ports in Welcome Aboard is agreat and such an
o b v i o u s i d e a . I t h a s , o f c o u r s e , b e e n t a k e n o n b o a r d . . . E d .

Bacons Co t tage
Dragons Green
H o r s h a m
S u s s e x
R H 1 3 7 J F

1 9 9 5 E v e n t s

This issue contains abumper list of OGA
e v e n t s a n d o t h e r e v e n t s o f i n t e r e s t t o
Gaffers in 1995. It is wide-ranging and I
make no apologies for including a
selection of overseas events. Don't forget
t h a t w i t h o u t t h e O G A ' s i n fl u e n c e o v e r
more than 30 years, many of these events
w o u l d n o t e x i s t . H o w e v e r, I a m s u r e t h a t
many events closer to home are missing
and Iurge you a l l to le t me know of
any th i ng t ha t has been om i t f ed . We
intend to keep the events list up to date
and available to members on request.
This promises to be acrowded season -
good sailing!

D e a r E d i t o r

Having read Jon Wainwright's comment to my letter (Sp/Sm.94), Iwould respectfully
suggest Mr Wainwright re-read what Ihad to say, as his letter fails to explain his
annoyance at my comments and bears little relevance to the points Iraised.

To reiterate, Iattempted to point out that if one could not participate in OGA
activities, due to ineligibility of craft, basically all we see in return for asubscription
is the Log.

Itake the point regarding political lobbying on behalf of boat owners, but as one
who is quite involved in the crusade against federalism and therefore not unfamiliar
w i t h t h e E C b u r e a u c r a t i c s c e n e , I h a v e r e s e r v a t i o n s a s t o t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f s u c h
e n d e a v o u r s .

f

- 4 >4



Gaffers Z. LettersjQg.

GAFFERS’ NEW YEAR Perhaps Mr Wainwright should also bear In mind that the growth of OGA
membership on the east coast Is not representative of the OGA as awhole, and that
elsewhere OGA's activities do not, and can not, embrace activities of such diversity.

May Ialso draw the attention of your good self to my acclaimed iimited capabiiity
to imbibe, as your editorial comment would suggest the contrary,

In conclusion Iwouid suggest that alac.k of material submitted for pubiication
mighf to some extent be due to your own contumely,

by Dick Dawson
ANEW YEAR'S EVE meet at Beaulieu was planned on the spur of fhe moment and
Lone Wolf set off from the Hamble in company with Jenny Wren and Irene Kenton
achilly, bright and breezy morning. Reefs were the order of the day and sure enough,
as the big spring ebb got under way the contrary F5 raised the customary vicious
Solent chop. Jennie Wren, amile ahead, looked as stiff as achurch but Lone Wolf
became involved in some excitement off Egypt Point, Having just tacked in a
confused slop, Iwas looking aloft as Ieased the boat back in the groove when Pat,
down on the lee side, gently inquired if Icould ease the mainsheet atouch. On asking
why, as Ifelt it wasn't necessary, Pat suggested that as the lee cockpit coaming was
under water we would all be alittle dryer if Idid, Idid.

We arrived at the Agamemnon pontoons in the early afternoon and the three
boats rafted up with Hirfa, later to be joined by Tar Baby and Brilleau. As the day
progressed we were joined by anumber of other gaffers who had come by road.
About 40 people saw in the New Year, with fireworks provided by Jenny Wren, music
by many and food and drink by everyone. 0330 and so to bed,

New Year's Day was bright and breezier than the previous day, (we weren't) with
threats of sfronger winds later in the day, so we ducked out of the suggested lunch
at the Folly Inn moorings up the Medina from Cowes, and refurned to the Elephant
Boatyard, Off Calshot we spoke to Young Alert, scampering along with far foo much
canvas up, wifh Pete's trimaran Triagen nevertheless running rings around her.
Conversations tend to get snatched away in abreeze and I'm not sure that Ididn't
hear the word "chicken" in George's shouted rejoinder when he learned that we
were returning to port.

On entering the Hamble River, acapful of wind knocked us flat so we felt quite
justified in repairing fo the Jolly Sailor at Bursledon. In the late afternoon ahair-raising
squall, laden wifh sleet, hail and snow, burst over us and when Young Alert and
Triagen returned after dark it was with sobering tales of vicious winds and awhite-out
in mid-Solent. All seemed to be repaired by ajolly dinner and we all felt the we had
seen the Old Year out and the New Year in, in the finest traditions of Gaffering,

*

Ed's note: Ibelieve fhe content of the Log proves that there is excellent
support. But if is always important fo have amodest stockpile. By the way,
contumely means haughty insolence.

*

Keeper's Cottage
Langford Budvil le
We l l i ng ton
S o m e r s e t
T A 2 1 O R V

D e a r M r C r e s s w e l l

John Leather makes some good, elementary points concerning topsails but his
knowledge is somewhat "bookish" and incomplete. Like him Iwas privileged to know
(and also sail with) many professional and amateur seamen and thought the
following points might be of interest.

1. Concerning the spar which extends the clew of the gaff topsail, The majority
(i.e. not all) of my mentors described this as ajackyard. However, many seamen
especially from the West Country, called it ajenny perhaps showing that it is not
bad idea to travel outside your own parish before laying down the law.

Further, while the term "club" seems to have been in general use in the USA, it is
neither "out of time" nor confined to that great country. An American seaman used
the term when sailing with me in c.1950 (so its use is perfectly proper in traditional
terms). And my friend, British barge master Bill Bootey, used it when discussing fhe
possibility of setting an even larger topsail in the champion barge S/rdar about 1962,

Conclusion (mine), Jackyard is the usual term. Jenny and club are seamanlike
alternatives. The editor showed wisdom when he spoke of possible regional variations.

2. Concerning the spar to which the halliard is bent. Most of my teachers and
friends called this agaff topsail yard. However, Iremember aWest Country
shipmaster calling it the jackyard (I). He called the spar at the foot the "jenny" -see
a b o v e .

a

DICK as historically significant as the Ivory
H o u s e , p e r h a p s , a n d l a c k i n g t h a t
b u i l d i n g ' s u n i q u e c h a r m , b u t a fi n e
clubhouse in an award-winning marina
d e v e l o p m e n t .
The AGM was attended by 45 people,
w h o s a w D a v i d C a d e c o n fi r m e d a s o u r
new President and the retiring President,
R o b W i l l i a m s o n , r a i s e d t o t h e r a n k s o f
Elder Gaffer, Honorary Life Membership
w a s c o n f e r r e d o n S a m B a y l i s s , I a n
Edmond and Barry Hicks for fheir services
t o t h e O G A . T h e A G M ' s b u s i n e s s i s
reported elsewhere in these pages, but
the minutes do not convey the optimistic
and cheerful mood of the meeting, which
was thoroughly enjoyed by all present,

DAWSON'S

SCRANBAG
Incidentally, arelatively short spar, serving to spread the strain of fhe halliard as

in aspritsail barge's topsail, is called the "headstick". The term was also applied fo
one af the head of some leg-o-mutton sails -the forerunner of the modern Bermudian
s a i l ' s h e a d b o a r d .

Conclusion (mine). Gaff fopsail yard is fhe mosf used ferm. Jackyard has been
used in some localities, usually in conjunction with the term jenny.

On another point: Iwonder if the lanthe II illustrated is the cutter once owned by
Claud Worth (and later by my friend and colleague Hillary Tunstal-Behrens?)

Anyway, she is setting asquare fopsail in addifion to ajib-headed (or thimble¬
headed) gaff topsai l .
Yours sincerely
Mike Burger de Fremol

Annual General Meeting
The 1995 Annual General Meeting was
h e l d i n L o n d o n a t t h e C r u i s i n g
A s s o c i a t i o n ' s

headquarters at Limehouse Basin, Not
i m p r e s s i v e n e w



Gaffers JL
Pee l '95 . .

Letters J Q 7

.. Get Legless in The Isle of Man?2 W h i t e h a l l M a n o r
C h u r c h s t o w
Kingsbr idge
T Q 7 3 Q R How about setting sail for the Isle of Man in afew weeks time for some rollicking good

Oke l l s bee r a t PL95 - t he F i f t h Pee l Trad i t i ona l Boa t Weekend .

Organiser MIKE CLARKE sets out to whet the appetite with this account of last
year's gathering in the ancient fishing port, an event captured in the September issue
of Boatman magazine.

Those who ventured across the Irish Sea to join us were blessed with perfect
weather, brilliant sunshine all weekend and very light winds on Saturday becoming
F4 gusting 5on Sunday.

Besides the waterborne activities, we contrived to span the harbour with abridge
of boats, reminiscent of atime when Peel was so full of herring luggers (3-400 on
occasion) that it was said that one could walk across the harbour on the boats.

Ashore we had asuperb display of ship models in the old fishermen's shelter (a
wonderful building from another age, pine-panelled with settles and abogey stove)
and adisplay of old photographs from Peel's heyday as apremier fishing community
with an enviable reputation for quality boatbuilding.

The traditional boat event is staged under the protective gaze of Peel's Medieval
Castle, which provides atruly dramatic backdrop to the sailing when viewed from
t h e s e a .

Boats attending included two Manx Nobbies, the 46ft Vervine Blossom (built Peel
1911) and the 44ft White Heather (Peel 1904), the fabulous 78ft Brixham trawler
Vigilance, ferro Falmouth quay punt Moondance, original quay punt Sula and the
26ft Camper and Nicholson yacht Nora (1894), to name but afew of the many
different boats present.

The object of this piece, apart from to inform, rather belatedly, about the 1994
event, is to tell you that the 1995 bash is to be held over the weekend of 26-29 May
and to remind you Welsh, North Western, Irish and Clyde members that there is a
thriving interest in traditional boats here in the tiny
Isle of Man, and one of the results is areally great
r e g a t t a .

Following established practice, PL95 will not
only be free of entry charge, but skippers and
crews o f t rad i t iona l boats w i l l a lso rece ive severa l
free meals. Each boat will also leave with agift as
a token o f our apprec ia t ion fo r your e f fo r t i n
c o m i n g .

As usual at Peel, we promise an excellent feast
of nautical activities, together with lots of wine (or
beer) since our sponsors. Isle of Man Breweries,
are brewing aunique real ale to be called OLDE
SKIPPER, especially for the event, women (bring
your own) and song (of which there is always a
great deal). We can't promise you sunshine but
we can promise that if you get here we shall do
our best to see that you have amemorable time.

For further information or an entry form 'phone
Kei th F lewson on 0624 878361 or Mike Clark 0624
861127. Hoping very much that we shall have the
opportunity to welcome YOU in May,

D e a r M r C r e s s w e l l
After an absence abroad of some 10 years Iam now back in the OGA fold, having
renewed my lapsed membership. Dick sent me acopy of the Summer edition of
Gaffers Log and Iwas mildly amused to see the same old subjects under discussion,
namely Pitchforks and Rating Rules, as in the good old days. Plus cq change.,,

Ienclose dates for next year's Plymouth Classic Boat Rally, although Imay have
already sent them to you. We had some 70 boats last time and we are aiming for 100
in '95. The timing, aweek before Falmouth Classics, is designed to give agood
incentive for boats from far afield to plan aWest country cruise, and to discover the
delights of deep water offshore, smoked mackerel, pasties, clotted cream, pasties,
good ale, pasties, etc., not forgetting pasties. Encouraged by seeing 400 odd
people having agood time this year, we are determined to make it even better next
time. Anyone who hates pasties can cook his own grub on board,

Ihope that it is not asource of disgruntlement to staunch OGA members that
classic boat rallies, welcoming participation from triangular mainsails, and even from
decently constructed motor boats, are proliferating round the coast as fast as
Japanese seaweed.

The original intention of the OGA founders was 100% right, and saved the bacon
of many fine craft, as well as focusing many minds on the dangers of losing sight of
t r a d i t i o n a l v a l u e s a t s e a .

Now that the imminent danger of extinction is passed, Ifor one quite enjoy mixing-
it with pointy mainsails and no longer feel defensive about the bit of timber waving
around in the air. Actually some of the people who drive these new tangled
bermudan jobs are quite decent chaps, it the truth be told, once you get to know
them. At present Ifool around in alittle lugger, so I'm neutral.

Ilook forward to renewing acquaintanceships within the OGA, and to future
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e .
Yours sincerely
Jonathan Ward-Hayne

t .

Jonathan, if you're serious about the Boat Show boat, then please pen
something. As for classic events, Iagree that variety is the spice of life.

f

THERE is little doubt that the Log now attracts agood crop of letters every
issue, which is great. They are avery important part of the OGA communica¬
tions network. So keep them coming. As your Hon. Ed,, idon't mind being
slagged off in the least, but be prepared to be published like anyone else.

By the way, the deadline for receiving material -letters, articles, doodles,
pix, insults, ads, etc. is the end on May,

Does anyone fancy sending in alimerick or two? (Cleanish of course)
Jay Cresswell

●)

Flashback-.pic: Alan WattersQi
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Chell Lady Goes East...freedom and the odd jar orthree. Just like
t h e O G A .

My abiding memory is easy tacking in
ana r row channe l dodg ing t he s taked
fishing nets, making steadily to windward
over asmooth sea wi th agreen is land
ahead. Loter oil lamps in asmall cabin
a n d a ' S c h o p p e n ' ( v e r y b i g G e r m a n
glass) of cool Frankenwein. Cruising as it
shou ld be , to ta l b l i ss !

C h e l l L a d y i s a N o r f o l k G y p s y, a
pocket gaffer LOD 19ft lOin, breadth 7ft
6in, draft 1ft Sin -4ft, high-peaked sloop
w i t h t w o b e r t h s a n d g o o d s i t t i n g
h e a d r o o m a n d , a t 1 , 2 5 t o n s , t r a i l a b l e .
Designed by Andrew Wolstenholme and
built by Charlie Ward plus additions to
assist the equally pocket sized skipper.

Iwil l certainly return to explore the
Bodden further with my centreboarder.
If only to prove again that little ones can
d o i t t o o ,

encounters were possible, such as with a
p a r t y o f r i c h C h i n e s e a r m s d e a l e r s
accompanied by apear shaped Indian
fixer plus German minders mef in agrotty
D D R h o t e l ,

They were touring the eastern arms
dumps. Off to Peenmunde the next day
over dinnerthey said "We only buy surplus
blankets and shoes". As long as you
don't buy any ****** rockets," Iretorted.
Natural ly they did not understand but
t h e m i n d e r s w e r e s h a m e f a c e d ,
Somewhaf lafer, fhe enf i re fleet of former
DDR coastal patrol vessels disappeared
t o I n d o n e s i a . C o i n c i d e n c e n o d o u b t .

Yachting had formerly been run by
the rulers with the distinctly creepy head
of the Stasi in Stralsund and President of
the local yacht club, Happily such people
had scarpered and the harbours were
full of old wooden or steel yachts owned
by DIY men interested in enjoying sailing

OR RATHER trailing at 045°T along the autobahns of West Germany for Lubeck and
fhen across fhe deafh sfrip. Yes, as Andy i/nd/ey writes, it still existed in 1992, down
the choked roads ot former East Germany to launch my pocket gaffer at Stralsund,
Erskine Childers tense Baltic landfall in Asgardin 1913.

This battered but still very beautiful old
Hansa c i ty crouches most ly inside i ts
medieval city wall at the crossing of the
Stralsund by lift ing bridge. It is at the
centre of "d ie Bodden" , huge shal low
sea lagoons fhat st retch for 50 mi les
a long the German coas t i n to Po land
from Ribnitz past Greifswald to Stettin.
T o w a r d s t h e e a s t e r n e n d
P e e n e m u n d e ,

The Bodden, pro tected by f r ing ing
is lands, are nowhere deeper than 10
metres and are crisscrossed by dredged

channels with superb buoyage. The many
islands vary from fringing sand strips
s t a b i l i s e d b y t r e e s a n d h o u s e s l i k e
Hiddensee, to the giant complex Insel
Rugen. It has superb chalk cliffs fo fhe
open Baltic caught to perfection in 1818
by Caspar David Frederich. He even got
the sailing vessels right. There is much
v a r i e d s c e n e r y, r u s t i c v i l l a g e s w i t h
u n m a d e s t r e e t s o f s a n d a n d P u t b u s , a
m i n i a f u r e c i f y o f p e r f e c t c l a s s i c a l
a r c h i t e c t u r e , B a t h o n B a l t i c .

T h i s i s a c e n t r e b o a r d e r ' s o r

I ,

e s
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Gaffers Log ,Qg_
no tide to lift you off.

Intense pi lotage is
the order of the day,
e . g , 1 6 c h a n g e s o f
c o u r s e i n 2 0 m i l e s f r o m
S t r a l s u n d t o V i t t e o n

H iddensee pass ing a
h e f t y D u t c h m o t o r
c r u i s e r h a r d o n t h e

iputty along the way, I
’ o f f e r e d t o t a k e o u t h i s
i a n c h o r .

T h e s c e n e r y i s a
v i s i o n f o r w a t e r c o l o u r,
l o w i s l a n d s , c l e a n a i r ,
sun, with just apopple
o n t h e w a t e r e v e n a t

the top of force 4, sand
trees, and everywhere
b i r d s . M u c h o f t h e

Bodden a re ca re fu l l y
p r o t e c t e d n a t u r e
r e s e r v e s .

T h e r e a r e m o r e

than 80 harbour plans
f o r t h i s a r e a i n
H a f e n h a n d b u c h

M e c k l e n b u r g
Vo r p o m m e r n a n d 2 0
s u p e r b l a r g e s c a l e
c h a r t s i n t h e

! S p o r t s c h i f f a h r t p a c k
V o n S t r a l s u n d b i s
S t e t t i n e r H a f f , w h i c h
c o v e r a l l b u t t h e
w e s t e r n B o d d e n a n d fi t

perfectly on the small
c a b i n t a b l e .

I m a n a g e d 1 1 4
m i l e s c r i s s - c r o s s i n g
b e t w e e n i s l a n d s a n d

mainland in my eight-
d a y m i n i - c r u i s e . T h e
longes t t r ip be ing 23
miles from the exquisite

h a v e n o f S e e d o r f i n t h e n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r

of Insel Rugen. Then past Vilm, the former
s u m m e r i s l a n d o f t h e c o m m u n i s t r u l e r s ,
across the largest Bodden with athick
heat haze blot t ing out the land, to a
G a f f e l B o o t F e s t a t G r e i f s w a l d w e i k n o t f a r
f r o m t h e P o l i s h b o r d e r . I t w a s o f c o u r s e a l l

boats, beer wurst and jokes in afine long
n a r r o w h a r b o u r .

T h e w e a t h e r ,
t h e b e s t o f fi v e

yea rs Iwas to ld ,
p roduced mos t l y
l ight winds but I
did get one dose
of F7 gusting F8,
h a p p i l y i n t h e v e r y
s h e l t e r e d
S t r e l a s u n d , D o w n
with the rags and
o n w i t h t h e
outboard, p lus a
h o t s h o w e r l a t e r
d e a l t w i t h t h a t .

%)

%T h e r e i s a
strong t radi t ional
b o a t m o v e m e n t
o n t h e B o d d e n
c e n t r e d a r o u n d
t h e Z e e s e b o o t e .
( Z e e s e n = n e t s ) .
They a re c l i nke r
built fishing boats,
n o w

c o n v e r t e d , i n h u l l
f o r m l i k e fl a t t e n e d

Viking ships minus
the d ragonhead .
Gaff ketch rigged
w i t h

m o s t l y

b a w l e y
mains, lug top and mizzens and three
foresails set on enormous bowsprits, they
make afine sight.

T h e n f o l l o w e d a t h i m b l e f u l o f d a r k
amber liquid. Down in one, 30 seconds
later the top of your head blew off; with
r e d e y e s , a n d g r o w l i n g t h r o a t y o u
became atrue Viking all ready for rape
and pi l loge.

Most notable was arally in memory of
Christian Muther, ayoung doctor who
died of asthma just afortnight after die
Mauer ( the wa l l ) came down. F i l s fa the r,
with his gaff schooner Ruden, had the
idea of annually taking aparty of children
with asthma on acruise in the pure air of
t h e B a l t i c , A s s o r t e d v e s s e l s f r o m f o u r
countries had 80 youngsters aboard for
asuper t ime ashore and afloat. As an
a s t h m a t i c m y s e l f , I p a r t i c u l a r l y
appreciated this. Even the visiting minister
f rom Bonn was per fect , say ing not a
w o r d .

Drawing only three feet plus ahuge
o a k c e n t r e b o a r d , a n d 2 5 t o 4 0 f e e t o n
deck, once cracked off they really shift.
The large central well is aperfect party
place with atarp over the gaff and
d i f fi c u l t t o f a l l i n f r o m w h e n B e z o f f e n !
(pickled). There are also huge Baltic
traders, old Danish pilot cutters, Dutch
barges ancient and modern and even a
superb sai l t ra ining square r igger that
w a s p e r f e c t l y s w u n g i n t o h e r b e r t h
a l o n g s i d e t h e n a u t i c a l c o l l e g e i n
Gre i fswaldeweik , jus t across f rom the
diminutive Chell Lady.

As alone Englander struggling with
German, Iwas made very welcome and
invited to join the fun, including an early
morning blessing with 20 cruisers of the
Royal Danish Cruising Club, all in glottal
stops from the Commodore.

Andy Lindey's Chell Lady, pic: Thornycroft Marine Photography t '

leeboarder's paradise but would give a
F a l m o u t h w o r k i n g b o a t s k i p p e r t h e
h e e b i e - j e e b i e s . H e r e w i n d p r o d u c e s
unhindered current and, over afewdays,
changes in wa te r leve l o f amet re o f
m o r e . C h a n n e l s c a n b e h a l f a c a b l e
w i d e w i t h a m e t r e o f w a t e r o u t s i d e t h e
marks plus arandom scattering of stones
and bou lde rs , a l l fi ve m i l es o f f sho re and

«)

The Russians were st i l l there then with
t h e o c c a s i o n a l r e d s t a r c o n v o y
e n c o u n t e r e d o n t h e r o a d s . O t h e r o d d

- A -A



What's O\^elcome A.board
DWebster, 18 Sutch lane, Lalhorn, Nr Ormskirk, Lancs. L40 4BV
Tel 01704 892961
JRJHall, 13 Braeside Avenue, Doagh Road, Newtownabbey
Northern I re land BT36 6AR Tel 01232 866294
CJSmith, 2Diamond Hall, Bridgenorth, Shropshire WV15 5AJ
Tel 01746 766880
EBloomfield, 5Rickards Row, Buckland Brewer, Bideford
Devon EX39 5LT Tel 01237 451743

MNK PDavidson, 3North Lane Cottages, South Street,Boughton
Kent ME 13 9NW Tel 01227 750947

MNK NStewart, c/o Three Blind Mice, 9-10 Charlotte Mews
London WIP ILN Te l 071 636 2502
DGreenwell, 79 High Street, Sturminster Marshall, Winbourne
Dorset BH21 4AT Tel 01258 857412
WMasterson, 46 Carndonagh Road, Donaghmede D13, Eire
Te l 8 4 7 2 6 8 3
SLarkin, 4College Street, Baldoyle, Dublin 13, Eire
Tel 018391639
RAHamilton, Broomstratt 72C, 1015 LD Amsterdam, Netherlands

MNK PSpratt, 69 Stoke Road, Hoo, Rochester, Kent ME3 9BE
Tel 01634 252027
TWright, 8Hanover Chase, Bangor, Co Down, NIreland BT19 2NT
Te l 0 1 2 4 7 2 7 1 4 9 6
Mills and Cullen, Drumlarney, Scholarstown Road, Ballyboden
Dubl in 16Eire Tel 4931365
BCoburn, 47 Roughal Park, Downpatrick, Co Down, NIreland
BT30 6HB Tel 01396 612656
MMcKee, 52 Ward Avenue, Bangor, Co Down, NIreland
BT20 5HX Tel 01247 472692
BHarper, 22 Joymount, Carrickfergus, NIreland BT38 7DN
Te l 0 1 9 6 0 3 6 2 5 5 1
RTForsyth, Penzance, Smugglers Lane, Bosham, West Sussex
PC 18 8Qw Tel 01243 573194

BArnold, 17 Cambridge Street, Widnes WA8 6DG
T e l 0 1 5 1 4 2 4 5 9 6 7
RLaird, Riverview Cottage, 40 Newforge Lane, Belfast BT9 5NW
Tel 0232 381031
The Secretary, Vieux Greements de France, Tour le Grand' Porte
35400 Saint Malo, France Tel 0033 96 86 88 56
MKane, 7Collinbridge Gardens, Newtownabbey, Co.Antrim

Te l 0 1 2 3 2

n

A P R I L
M N K

N W
Silver Darling

Gayle Louise

F A V E R S H A M R A C E A N D P U B C R A W L
B E A U L I E U B O A T J U M B L E

1
8 - 9N l

M A Y
N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D O G A O P E N I N G W E E K E N D
C L A S S I C Y A C H T R A L L Y
B R I S T O L C H A N N E L O L D G A F F E R S R A C E
OGA WEEKEND CRUISE
R U M R E G AT TA , G E R M A N Y
E A S T C O A S T C R O U C H R A L L Y
P E E L T R A D I T I O N A L B O A T W E E K E N D
SOLENT OGA WOOTTON CREEK RALLY
N O A C R O S S F I E L D T R O P H Y R A C E
S O U T H E A S T B O A T S H O W

B C N l 6 - 7
6 - 8S W

s w * 8B C
F r e d a N l 1 2 - 1 4

2 6 - 2 8
2 7 - 2 9
2 7 - 2 8
2 7 - 2 9

O S*L o o n E C
N l
S O L

S O L N W 2 8*Lyd ia
3 1 - 4 J U NE CD B

J U N ED B
C L A S S I C S A I L C A R R I C K F E R G U S
I N T E R N A T I O N A L W O O D E N B O A T S H O W
T W O - H A N D E D R O U N D T H E I S L A N D R A C E
G R E E N W I C H S M A C K R A C E
B L A C K WAT E R T R AW L I N G A N D D R E D G I N G M AT C H
NORTHEN IRELAND OLD GAFFERS RACE
P O R T R U S H T R A D I T I O N A L B O A T R A L L Y
R O U N D T H E I S L A N D R A C E
C O R N WA L L A R E A R A C E , C A R R I C K R O A D S
M E D W A Y A N D N O R T H K E N T O G A P A S S A G E R A C E
S W A L E T O U P N O R
E A S T C O A S T O G A O P E N B O A T S R A L L Y
BRIGHTLINGSEA REGATTA AND GOLDEN V ICTORY DAY
CELEBRATIONS
N O A A N N U A L R A C E A N D G A T H E R I N G
BLUE ONEGO '95, RUSSIA
C O N N M c C A N N R E G A H A
ST SAMPSONS AND VALE REGAHA
EAST COAST SHOTLEY CLASSIC BOAT FESTIVAL

N l 1 - 4
1 - 4O S
3S O L

E i l e a n A C h e o 3
E C 4N l

Spray

E i f h n e

N l 4
D B 9 - 1 1N l

S O L 1 0
N l C W L

M N K
1 7

S e a b o r d 1 7
N l

I s a b e l
E C 1 7

N l E C 1 7
B r e a k a w a y

Susan Mary

I r m g a r d

H o n o r a

S O L N W 1 8
2 0 - 2 5
2 4 - 2 5
2 4 - 2 5
2 4 - 2 J U L

O SN W
N l
S O LN l
E C

N B
J U L Y

RYMC REGAHA: GAFF RIG RACE
S C O n i S H T R A D I T I O N A L B O A T F E S T I V A L
H O W T H T R A D I T I O N A L B O A T R E G A H A
N O R T H W E S T O G A P A S S A G E R A C E
THELMA OLD GAFFER'S TROPHY RACE
E A S T C O A S T O L D G A F F E R S R A C E
SOUTH WEST OLD GAFFERS RACE
D U B L I N B A Y O L D G A F F E R S R A C E
FISCHERFEST GREIFSWALD-WEEK, GERMANY
H E Y B R I D G E R E G A T T A
W I V E N H O E R E G A H A
E A S T C O A S T O G A N O R T H S E A R A C E
D U T C H C L A S S I C Y A C H T R E G A H A
M E D W A Y S M A C K A N D G A F F E R R A C E
SOLENT OGA EAST HEAD RALLY
P L Y M O U T H C L A S S I C B O A T R A L L Y
HARWICH SMACK RACE AND REGATTA
C O N W Y N O B B Y A N D O G A R A C E

N W 1N l
Ta m O ' S h a n f e r 1 - 2NIre land BT36 7ST

PRClift, Wren Farm, Castle Lane, North Baddesley
Nr Southampton, Hants,
N J G a t e s , C o m b e s
West Sussex P018 8QW Tel 01243 574212
FADelderfield, 22 Eaton Way, Great Totham, Maldon
Essex CM9 SEE Tel 01621 892347
JAngus, 126 Ashfield Drive, Donaghadee, Co Down
NIreland BT21 OTA Tel 01247 882574
HDuggan, 10 Seapoint, Carrickfergus, NIreland BT38 8BB
Tel 01960 363736

MNK JLloyd, 40 Downsview, Burham, Rochester, Kent MEl 3RR
Tel 0634 863345
KMisselbrook, 31 Rushdene Road, Brentwood, Essex CM15 9ET
Te l 0 2 7 7 2 1 1 8 9 2

MNK HAEllis, 21 Caledon Road, Wallington, Surrey SM6 7HZ
Te l 0 1 8 1 7 1 5 5 3 1 1
MVBaker, 152 Lexden Road, Colchester, Essex COS 4BZ
T e l 0 2 0 6 5 7 2 1 6 8

8 3 2 1 6 8 C L Y
7 - 9S O L N l

N W
Boatyard, Smugglers Lane, BoshamS O L M N K 8

C y n a r a E C 8
E C 8S I V

B l a c k A d d e r i ' 9D B
N l O S 1 4 - 1 6D a r k M a l d e n

E C 1 5
N l 1 5E C

E C 1 6
E C 2 0 - 2 3E i l e e n K a t e
M N K 2 2E C
S O L 2 9G r a c e
S W 2 9 - 3 0

2 9 - 3 0E C
N W 3 0E C

U r a n i a

AA



~What's O \̂ elcome .A.b o a r dn

A U G U S T N E JRBiglin, Old Hal, Ottringham, Hull HU12 OBJ
T e l 0 9 6 4 6 2 4 2 6 9

TDHarding, 146 Dolling Road, London W6 OEU
Te l 0 8 1 7 4 8 9 1 9 9
JBush, 12 Clarence Hill, Dartmouth, Devon TQ6 9NX
Tel 01752 661659/0803 835953
PFarrer, 1Maple Avenue, Alsager, Stoke on Trent
ST7 2QX Tel 01270 874174
JWhite, 54 Parkview Estate, Baldoyle, Dublin 13. Eire
Te l 010353 18321516
MPrior, 96 Woodlawn Park Avenue, FIrhouse, Dublin 24 Eire
Te l 010353 14512570
MLynch, HSC Seventeen Footer Association, c/o Cross Sheaves
Dungriffan Road, Howth, Dublin 13 Eire
Te l 0103531 8325292
PScivier, Priory Cottage, Middleton, Freshwater
Isle of Wight PO40 9RW
T e l 0 1 9 8 3 7 5 4 4 2 7

AMunday, Tangmere, Milbury Lane, Exminster, Exeter EX6 8AE
Tel 01392 832683
AIsaac, Combes Boatyard, Smugglers lane, Bosham
WSussex P018 8QW Te l 01243 573194
PLamb, 30 Jamieson Road, Wavertree, Liverpool LI 5
MPVEvans, 6Gull Cottages, Landermere Quay,
Thorpe-le-Soken, Essex C016 ONL Tel 01255 861898
IFurstenburg, 69 Rue de Beauchamps, St Valery sur Somme
France 80230 Tel 010 33 22269465
RWBarton, Laurieston, 164 Shore Road, Greenisland
Northern Ireland BT38 8TT Tel 01232 865370 H(854535 W)
JChapman and Willis, 5Bitterne Manor House, Bitterne Road
Southampton, Hants SOI8 IQW Tel 01703 230494
PNash, 3Fairview Road, Dartmoutn, Devon TQ6 9EN
Tel 01803 834562
JHolden, 31 Ford Valley, Dartmouth, Devon TQ6 9PS
Tel 01803 833483
PLadyman, 232 Sutton Common Road, Sutton
Surrey SMS 9PW Tel 081 641 0469
NThompson, 31 Rank Road, Dundonald, Belfast
NIreland BT16 ODF Tel 01232 481911
PBrookes, 64 Basin Road, Heybridge Basin, Maldon
Essex CM9 7RN Tel 01621 840835
Dde Sousa Pernes, lA Lothair Road, Ealing, London W5 4TA
Tel 0181 840 2493
GDavies, The Boatman, P.O.Box 1992, Falmouth,
Cornwal l TRl 13RU Tel 01326 375757
DCaughers, 33 New Road, Donaghadee,
Northern I re land BT21 ODR
RTBrown, Beech Tree Cottage, 210 Lightwoods Hill
Warley, West Midlands B67 5EH Tel 0121 429 3554
FKearney, 134 Westminster Road, Liverpool L4 ILZ
Tel 0151 207 3059
SHall, Higher Stanley Bank Farm, Moss Road,
Cadishead, Manchester M44 5JT Tel 0161 775 3886/2040
DGriffiths, 45A Rosemount, Oxton, Birkenhead
Wirral L43 5SQ Tel 0151 653 0411
JWilliams, 67 Arno Road, Oxton, Birkenhead, Merseyside L43 SSL
Tel 0151 653 0600
JLamb, 69A Falcon Hey, Fazakerley, Liverpool L9
Tel 0151 523 4475

N l H O O K E R S T O H O L L A N D
F O W E Y C L A S S I C S
B L A C K WAT E R S M A C K A N D B A R G E R A C E
F A L M O U T H C L A S S I C S
ARANMORE ISLAND FEST IVAL REGAHA DAY
N O A W R I G H T S H I E L D
M E R S E A D A B C H I C K R A L L Y
F A L M O U T H W E E K
WHITSTABLE SMACK AND BARGE MATCH
S W A L E M A T C H
N O A E N D O F S E A S O N S A I L A N D P I C N I C
VI I INTERNATIONALE VETERAN REGATTA, GERMANY
SOLENT OLD GAFFERS RACE AND RALLY
MEDWAY AND NORTH KENT/C INQUE PORTS
O G A R A M S G A T E R A L L Y
EAST COAST OGA STOUR, WALTON AND DEBEN RALLY
D A R T M O U T H R N L I R A C E

Spindrif t

V a g a b o n d

T a r a

E CC W L 2 - 4
E C 5

s wC W L 5 - 6
D B 6

N WN W 6
N y m p hE C 6

D B6 - 1 3C W L
M N K
M N K

A i a r a1 2
D B

1 9
2 0N W D B
2 5 - 2 7
2 6 - 2 8
2 6 - 2 8

O S »/
S O L
M N K S O L

2 6 - 2 8E C M i n x
S W 2 7 S W

S u n a
S E P T E M B E R S O L

C E N T E N A R Y C H A S E
C O L N E S M A C K A N D B A R G E R A C E
M A L D O N S M A C K A N D B A R G E R A C E
EAST COAST MALDON ANNIVERSARY RALLY
OSEA SMACK AND CLASSICS RACE

S O L
N W2E C S n o w d r o p
E CE C 1 6

2 9 - 3 0E C M a h a i a
O S2 9E C

K a i i u a
N lO C T O B E R

T i m e i l aFLENSBURGER APFELFAHRT, GERMANY
M A L D O N A N N I V E R S A R Y R A L L Y

O S 2 1
S O L

2 9 - 3 0E O

S W
N O V E M B E R

Mizpah

Doro thy

S O L E N T O G A C O M M O D O R E ' S S U P P E R
NORTHERN IRELAND OGA ANNUAL D INNER

S O L S W
N i

S O L
* Date to be confirmed. Contact area secretary for more deta i ls .

In addition to the above events some areas take part in regular races or offer social
get-togethers. Afew are listed below but regular contact with your area sec. could
well highlight additional gatherings. Gaffering is all about enjoying your boat and the
company of others who, like you, share alove of gaff rig.

The Royal Solent Yacht Club in Yarmouth, Isle of Wight, has aWednesday evening
series of races throughout the summer in which boots of all types are welcome and
gaffers enter every week. Contact Solent Area Secretary.

The Royal Dart Yacht Club in Dartmouth has aclass for OGA handicap boats every
Wednesday evening throughout the summer, and every day during Dartmouth
Royal Regatta. Contact South West Area Secretary.

Mylor Yacht Club evening race series, commencing Friday 5May.

The East Coast area hold regular winter social meetings -"Noggin and Natter" -at
the Orwell Yacht Club, adjacent to Fox's Marina in Ipswich, on the first Friday of each
month. The last one for this winter will be held on 5th May 1995.

N l

M e d u s a
E C

L i n e t t e
E C

C W L

N l

R e d R u m
N Wi C u r l e w
N W

1/ R o s e
N W

C o m r a d e s
N W

E t h e l
N W

Liberty

K e e b e r

N W


