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What's On

O L D G A F F E R S A S S O C I A T I O N

N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r
E A S T C O A S T

Crouch Rally
Greenwich Rally
Shotley Calssic Boat Festival
Open Boats Rally
East Coast Old Gaffers Race

Tendring Coast Passage Race -.
North Sea Classic Passage Race
Walton/ Stour Rally
Maldon Anniversary Rally

S O U T H W E S T

C o r n w a l l A r e a R a c e , F a l m o u t h

SW Area Race, Dartmouth
Falmouth Classics

P r e s i d e n t : May 29-31
J u n e 4

June 19-26

J u l y 3
July 17
July 18
July 19

.... August28-30
■September 24

June 12

July 3
August 7-9

R O B W I L L I A M S O N
Brick Kiln Cottage, Coggeshall
Great Tey, Colchester, Essex
C 0 6 l A G
Te l : 0 2 0 6 2 11 3 1 8

Hon. Secretary &Membership Sec.
M I C H A E L B U R N
Grove Farm House, Little Bealings,
Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 6LT
Te l : 0 4 7 3 6 2 6 5 4 9

J AY C R E S S W E L L
17 Kestrel Road, Newburgh,
A b e r d e e n s h i r e A B 4 1 O F F
Te l : 0 3 5 8 6 8 9 8 5 5

R d ,

Boat Register:
B R I S T O L C H A N N E L

Proposed Rally and Cruise Bristol-Barry
D a t e s n o t c o n fi r m e d

D I C K a n d P A T D A W S O N

West Tye Cottage, Tyes Cross,
Sharpthorne, West Sussex RH19 4HY

8 1 0 3 0 3Te l :

H o n . Tr e a s u r e r :
N O R T H E R N I R E L A N D

Classic Boat Regatta Carrickfergus J u n e 3 - 6
G E O R G E B E A G L E Y
1Netherdale Close, Wylde Green,
S u t t o n C o l d fi e l d , W e s t M i d l a n d s
B 7 2 l Y W
Tel : 021 350 0088

M E D W A Y A N D N O R T H K E N T

Medway Barge Race
Medway Smack &Gaffers Race

'' North Kent Passage Race ,
stable Match

Kent ish Sa i l Assoc ia t ion 's
Swale Match

OGA Sandwich Rally

.■May 29

..May 30
....July 10
August 7

I S L E O F M A N

Peel Traditional Boat Weekend M a y 2 9 - 3 0

(AREA SECRETARIES AND REPRESENTATIVES SC F R A N C E

Ranee 93 -Saint Malo 

Boulogne "Chasse Maree"
Fish Festival

■N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d :E a s t C o a s t :

Jon. Wainwright, Port View, New
Road, Mistley, Manningtree, Essex
c o n 2 A E Te l : 0 2 0 6 3 9 3 5 3 7

A l a n H i d d e n , 4 M a l o n e V i e w
A v e n u e , B e l f a s t B T 9 5 P J
Te l : 0 2 3 2 6 1 2 2 3 3

July 10-18
August 14

.August28-30 September 24-26
Medway and Nor th Kent : M o r e c a m b e B a y :

L e n a R e e k i e , 5 S t a t i o n R o a d ,
F a v e r s h a m , K e n t M E 1 3 8 E B
Te l : 0 7 9 5 5 3 4 2 1 2

J a c k M i l l e r , 5 M u n c a s f e r R o a d ,
North Scale, Walney Island,
B a r r o w - i n - F u r n e s s , C u m b r i a
L A 1 4 3 R P Te l : 0 2 2 9 4 7 2 1 3 5

S O L E N T

Guernsey Rally
Wootton Creek Rally
Chichester -East Flead Rally
Solent Area Race/Rally
Yarmouth Rally/RSYC pursuit S e p t e m b e r 2 6

N E T H E R L A N D S

Dutch C lass i c Boa t Fes t i va l
Hellevoetsluis

.May 29-30
June 19 -20Cinque Ports: C l y d e : .July 23-25

David Cade, Steps Cottage, New
England Lane, Playden, Rye,
E . S u s s e x T N S l 7 N T Te l : 0 7 9 7 2 2 3 0 4 0

A l i s t a i r P a t e r s o n , 4 8 Q u e e n s D r i v e ,
Queens Park, Glasgow G42 8DD
Tel : 041 424 3143

July 24
August28-30

S o l e n t : O v e r s e a s L i a i s o n :
Mark Taylor, 5Hawthorn Close,
Co lden Common, Winches te r,
H a n t s S 0 2 3 1 T W Te l : 0 9 6 2 7 1 5 0 4 2

Sam Bayliss, 1Landsdown Avenue,
P o r c h e s t e r , F a r e h a m , H a n t s
P O l 6 9 N N Te l : 0 7 0 5 3 8 4 6 3 2

?
A S S O C I A T I O N S T O C K L I S T

Size U.K. O V E R S E A S
£ 1 0 . 2 5
£ 1 1 . 7 5
£ 1 4 . 5 0
£ 1 0 , 2 5
£ 1 1 . 7 5
£ 1 4 , 5 0
£ 5 . 5 0
£ 3 , 5 0
£ 6 . 0 0
£ 6 . 5 0
£ 1 4 , 0 0
£ 1 3 . 0 0

S o u t h W e s t : F r a n c e ' .
Burgees 18" £ 9 , 7 5

£ 1 1 . 5 0
£ 1 4 , 0 0
£ 9 , 7 5
£ 1 1 . 5 0
£ 1 4 . 0 0
£ 5 . 0 0
£ 3 . 0 0
£ 5 . 5 0
£ 6 , 0 0
£ 1 3 . 5 0
£ 1 2 . 5 0

Mike Roope, 25 Deer Park Road,
Stoke Flemming, Dartmouth,
D e v o n E X 6 7 P T Te i : 0 8 0 3 7 7 0 6 5 3

J.C. Crepin, Le Veu Herve, 22360
Langreux, France 2 4 "

3 0 "
G e r m a n y. Membersh ip F lags 12"

C o r n w a l l : A lexnader Nurnberg, Ble ickenal lee
8,2000 Hamburg 50, Germany.

15-
Mike Collins, Prince Regent House,
P e r r a n w e l l , T r u r o , C o r n w a l l T R 3 6 L F
Te l : 0 8 7 2 8 6 3 0 9 6

18'
Ties (Muiti-Motif)
B r o o c h e s

B a d g e s

O . G . A . o f U . S . A . :

Leonard G. Kavanagh, 88 Lenox
R o a d , N a h a n t , M A 0 1 9 0 8 , U S AB r i s t o l C h a n n e l :

( X S m a l l
L a r g e_Bart. Wordsworth, 54 Leopold

R o a d , B r i s t o l B S 6 5 B S

Tel: 0272 24707$
O . G . A . V a n c o u v e r :

S w e a t s h i r t s
Po lo Sh i r ts

Both available in Navy, White, Red, Green, and Grey. Sizes S, M, L, XL, XXL
Embroidered boat name on sweatshirt or polo shirt (allow up to four weeks for delivery) £2.00
e x t r a .

Peter M. Heiberg, 2676 W. 13th
A v e n u e , V a n c o u v e r , B . C . ,
C a n a d a V 6 K 2 T 3

I

N o r t h W e s t :
Jim Forrester, Rose Cottage,
U f k i n t o n L a n e , C o t e b r o o k ,
Tarporley, Cheshire CW6 OJH
Te l : 0829 733031

O . G . A . W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a :
F r a n k . D . M a r c h a n t , P. O . B o x 111 ,
C l a r e m o n t 6 0 1 0 , W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a

Special Orders Please ask about delivery time and price for other sizes and colours.
Prices include postage and packing -surface mail for overseas.
Please send orders, with cheque or postal order, payable to Old Gaffers Association (overseas
members can pay by Eurocheque or by adraft on aLondon Bank) and if possible, aseif-
a d d r e s s e s l a b e l f o : -

Dublin Bay. There are no Area Secs, for the following areas:
N o r t h E a s t :
N o r t h W a l e s
C h a n n e l ! I s l a n d s :

Y v e s C h a v a n n e , 1 M e a d o w D a l e ,
H a r t s t o w n , C i o n s i l l a , D u b l i n 1 5 , E i r e
Te l : 0 1 0 - 5 3 5 - 1 8 2 1 6 2 1 9

The fo l lowing abbrev ia t ions are used throughout the newslet ter to denote O.G.A. areas:
S O L - S o l e n t

S W - S o u t h W e s t
C W L - C o r n w a l l

B C - B r i s t o l C h a n n e l
W A L - N o r t h W a l e s

Mark Taylor, 5Hawthorn Close, Colden Common,
W i n c h e s t e r , H a n t s S 0 2 3 I T W Te l : 0 9 6 2 7 1 5 0 4 2

Orders will not be despatched until payment has been received.
NOTE: Stocks of some items are currently held by -
Peter Broad (0373) 823050 -Solent Area and Brian Hammett (0277) 821481 -East Coast Area.

N E - N o r t h E a s t

E C - E a s t C o a s t

M N K - M e d w a y
& N o r t h K e n t

CP -C inque Por t s

DB -Dubl in Bay
N W - N o r t h W e s t

F R - F r a n c e

G E R - G e r m a n y
M B - M o r e c a m b e B a y, U S A - U . S . A .

C A N - C a n a d aC LY - C l y d e
N l - N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d W A - W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a



Editorial.Advertisements
S TA R

Gaf f Cu t te r bu i l t 1907 by Wades o f
S t . H e l e n s 1 . 0 . W.
26 f t X8 f t X4 f t +Bowspr i t 5 f t
Extensive refit 1985-91. New planking
b e l o w w a t e r l i n e , s t e m p o s t , c o u n t e r,
d e c k e t c . , e t c . A l s o n e w 1 2 h p
D o l p h i n A u x i l i a r y , L y i n g n e a r
B r a d w e l l , E s s e x .
O f f e r s a r o u n d £ 6 , 0 0 0 .

T e l : C h r i s F i t t o c k ( 0 2 8 2 ) 6 0 2 3 1 1
Even ings (Ne lson)

Ik J--‘

)G R E E N S H A N K

D e v o n G a f f e r 1 8 f t 3 i n L O A , t h r e e
q u a r t e r d e c k d a y b o a t - b a s e d o n
Devon Yawl hul l . Professional ly bui l t .
P l e n t y o f r e a l w o o d a n d b r o n z e
fittings; road trailer: Traditional looking boat in excellent condition. £4,500.
Tel : D.M. Sexton (0730) 825631 Evenings (Petersfield)
C A L U M E T

2 0 f t G a f f C u t t e r i n w o o d e p o x y b y M c M i l l a n Ya c h t s . 2 b e r t h , g a l l e y, c h a r t
table, heads, heating, lOhp diesel engine. Exterior mahogany with teak
deck, interior mahogany, teak and ash. Little used. Superb, See pages 78
and 79 June '90 Classic Boat. Offers Lovegrove, 050 270 289
J A D E

1907 Seav iew Merma id day kee l boa t - 25 f t O /D ; subs tan t i a l r ebu i l d 1980 ;
road trai ler ; 9t imes winner of ECOG race. Inquir ies/offers to G. Heard (0621)
8 6 9 3 6 7

H I L L Y A R D

30f t Gaff Ketch; bHi l lyard 1932 p i tch p ine on oak; teak in ter ior ; Vo lvo 2002
new 89/90; new rigging 89/90; 2suits sails; cooker, Brydon toilet, fridge,
Decca, log, sounder, VHP, AM/FM radio, Aufohelm 2000; dinghy and outboard
and much more, £18,000 ono. Tel W.S. Gains (0481) 64357 Af ter 6pm
D I N G H Y

18ft dinghy -turn of century, sails £95 ono. Contact David Morgan, 24 Main
St. Upper Largo, Fife. Tel: Upper Largo 270
G E A R F O R S A L E

Sails -almost new Jeckells tan, gaff main, head 2.85m luff 3.1m foof 3,45m
l e e c h 5 . 7 6 m . J i b l u f f 5 . 1 5 m l e e c h 4 . 2 5 m f o o t 2 . 4 m . Te l D . M . S e x t o n ( 0 7 3 0 )
825631 Even ings (Petersfie ld)
Two oval opening bronze ports, complete with bronze outside ring, opening
9 " X 6 " , n e w a n d u n u s e d - n o t n o w n e e d e d .
Glass bot tomed paraffin cab in lamp, 1" w icks g iv ing abr ighter l igh t than the
usual 3/4" wick brass cabin lamps, Iuse mine successful ly af sea ungimballed,
£10 each, afew shop soiled @£8 each, spare glasses £3,50. Contacf Nick
Skeates, 21 The Avenue, Brockham, Betchwor fh , Surrey, RH3 7EN
L i t t l e G e m c h a r c o a l c a b i n h e a t e r c o m p l e t e w i t h fl u e & fl u e t e r m i n a l ,
b e a u t i f u l i n a 2 5 f t b o a t , : L i f e G u a r d n o n a u t o m a t i c g a s o p e r a t e d L / j a c k e t
a s n e w : P o l i s h e d B i n n a c l e C o m p a s s C o n t a c t J O ' C o n n e l l , L a r c h w o o d C o t t .
A u c h i n d a c h i e , B a n f f , Te l : 0 5 4 2 8 1 3 7 4
W A N T E D

One (or pair) Whykehan-Martin furling gear for my Cornish Crabber. Contacf:
T i m H u n t , ( 0 4 0 3 ) 2 5 0 8 2 1 ( H o r s h a m )

S t a r

Gayle Fleard's nobby Laura b. Crossfields 1980

WELCOME to the first of the redesigned OGA Newsletters, we hope you like the
revamp though the contents remain much as before, albeit jiggled around abit to
bring letters towards the front, Duncan Spencer did much of the new layout.

The hope is afew more ideas can be introduced. We need ajunior Gaffer column.
Is there any aspiring youngster out there who wants to do awee something for the
newsletter on aregular basis?

Another "improvement" I'd like to see is more shorter logs and other stories.
Anything over 3,000 gets split anyway, but the longest should really be around about
1,200 words.

So, all you out there, let's have more, shorter items. They're less boring to the casual
browser too. Oh, and we need more photographs, doodles and maps to brighten up
re presentation. Photographs really are very cheap indeed and some great deals
on larger sizes like 7x5 inches can be had.)

But all this means ditching the notion that writing and photography is for the
orofessionals. Frankly, 1have witnessed so much garbage written by so-called pros,
nmy day-to-day job as ascribe that it's adelight to receive someone who is in love
with his subject and hang the niceties of sentence construction and the classroom
s t u f f .

The Journal badly needs some practical hints stuff and some mini-histories of boats.
The latter has fallen by the wayside In recent years and were always afeature of John
Scarlett days.

Anyway, Ican't do it all on my own. My job is to put it all together in avaguely
readable and hopefully entertaining way. You're the guys with the anecdotes, the
great escapades, the battles with wives and bank managers to keep that ageing
rotting hulkfrom disintegrating into the mud or whatever. And keep the letters coming.
W e ' v e d o n e w e l l t h i s t i m e .

Deadline for the summer newsletter is July 26 for which area reports in profusion will
be needed. J a y C r e s s w e l l H o n , E d .



J-ietters d v e r t i s e m e n t s
P R E S I D E N TA I L M U S I N G S

All advertisements are published in good faith and, subject to editing, as received
from contributors but vie cannot guarantee or accept any responsibility for their
accuracy of descr ipt ion.

THOSE of you who sail regularly to the near
Cont inent wi l l have not iced changes over
the last few years, especially in paper work
and p rocedures .

I n H o l l a n d f o r e x a m p l e . H e l m s m e n
C o m p e t e n c e C e r t i fi c a t e s a r e n o w
demanded for certain large and fast craft,
f o r r e s i d e n t s a n d v i s i t o r s , a n d t o o b t a i n t h e
Cer t i fica te you s i t an exam in Dutch , in
H o l l a n d .

There is avery strong possjbility that all
sk ippers b r ing ing aboat
w i l l n e e d a C o m p e t e n c e C e r t i fi c a t e b u t
one obtained in the UK will be accepted -
the RYA has details. There is also atightening
up of VHP procedures with arequirement to
call Port Control on the appropriate channel
on entry.

O n t h e o t h e r h a n d w e c a n n o w g o
b e t w e e n E C c o u n t r i e s w i t h f e w e r C u s t o m s
rules -no forms, no notification, no Qflag, no
telephone call, unless you have something
t o d e c l a r e .

Two articles in the February and March
issues of "Yachting Monthly" point very forcibly to the bureaucracy which surrounds
the French yachtsmen. We may smugly think i t couldn' t happen here, because
"we" wouldn't allow it. After all, freedom of the seas, and asea faring nation and
a l l t h a t !

Well, as from January 1993 "we" are part of the whole, and may have to comply
with many forms of restrictions whether we like it or not, which is why our Hon.
Secretary's campaign to challenge and to attempt to get changed the wording
and intention of the EC Recreational Craft Directive, is so important.

The original intention of the Directive was to harmonise, within the EC, boat
bu i l d ing and sa fe ty s tandards in the indus t ry. Very admi rab le and no doub t
supported by all, but then it was taken one step further to include recreational craft
irrespective of age -the "retrospective" clause. Hence, any craft that didn't come
up to these new standards would be unable to sail in EC waters.

It is this clause and its implications that Mike Burn has been fighting against at
behalf of the OGA He has enlisted the support of the MOCRAC (Multihull Offshct
Cruising and Racing Association), the RYA and the CA, and together they have
lobbied M.P's, Minist r ies, and the DTI, a l l in their own t ime and on their own in i t ia t ive.

The result of the campaign is that Trade Minister, Richard Needham, and EC Vice
President , Mart in Bangemann, have conceded that "H.M. Government have no
in ten t ion o f a l low ing the D i rec t i ve be ing used to regu la te the ac tua l use o f
recreational craft in the high seas" and that "The Directive will not cover existing
c r a f t " .

T E R N

The British registered yacht TERN was
designed by Wm. Eife Jr, and built in
C a r r i c k f e r g u s i n 1 8 9 7 b y J o h n
H i l d i t c h , S h e w a s o n e o f n i n e b u i l t t o

t he Be l fas t Lough One Des ign .
T e r n i s i n e x c e l l e n t c o n d i t i o n f o r s u c h

a n e l d e r l y y a c h t w i t h a v e r y g o o d
c i n g r e c o r d . S h e h a s b e e n
r t u n a t e e n o u g h t o b e o w n e d a n d

c h e r i s h e d b y G e o r g e E l l i s o n w h o
o w n s t h e t o p y a r d F a l m o u t h B o a t
C o n s t r u c t i o n L i m i t e d , w h e r e s h e h a s
b e e n n u r t u r e d s i n c e 1 9 7 0 w h e n
G e o r g e b o u g h t t h e y a r d . H i s f a m i l y
o w n e d T e r n s i n c e 1 9 4 9 a n d h e h a s a

full history of her since then. Tern has
j u s t b e e n t r e a t e d t o a v e r y t h o r o u g h
r e - fi t s u p e r v i s e d b y a n i n d e p e n d e n t
s u r v e y o r, w h o s e r e p o r t i s a v a i l a b l e .
This re-fit inc luded al l fastenings and
k e e l b o l t s . S h e i s n o w i n a c o n d i t i o n
t o g i v e t h e n e w o w n e r a w o r r y f r e e
sa i l ing exper ience fo r years to come
- a n e x p e r i e n c e w h i c h w i l l b e a
t r e m e n d o u s t h r i l l . F o r t h o s e w h o d o
n o t k n o w T e r n , s h e i s n o t o n e o f
C l a u d e W o r t h ' s .

i n t o D u t c h w a t e r s

i r

■v.,C

O.G.A, fights to preserve the right to sail
b o a t s l i k e C h i t t a b o b

H e r v i t a l s t a t i s t i c s a r e :

LOA 37ft Beam 8ft Draft 6ft 6in Keel 3tons
cast iron. Racing and furling headsails
balloon jib spinnaker 2mainsails. Trysail.
1979 Volvo MDl 1C diesel 35 gallon S.S.
t a n k - J a b s c o b i l g e / d e c k w a s h o f f
flywheel. Electric Seawolf winch,
(We think she is worth around £15,000 in
such good condi t ion).
Tel : (0326) 374463 Fax: (0326) 374458

( V I L I A - G A F F Y A W L

B u i l t 1 9 1 0 3 2 f t L O D x 4 2 f t L O A x 3 0 f t
L W L X 7 f t 9 i n B e a m x 5 f t D r a f t : L e a d
k e e l ;
M a h o g a n y a n d p i t c h p i n e o n o a k ;
Te a k d e c k ; Vo l v o 2 3 h p - 6 k n o t s ; s i x
h e a d s a i l s m a i n , m i z z e n , t o p s a i l ,
( m a i n a n d g e n o a o n e s e a s o n o l d ) .
F u l l i n v e n t o r y i n c l u d i n g l i f e r a f t ,
N a v s t a r 2 0 0 0 D , V H F, e t c . , e t c . R o l l e r
reefing on main. Smal lest Cut ty Sark
Tall Ship. £12,500 ono.

C o n t a c t A d r i a n S p e n c e ( 0 2 3 2 )
7 9 6 9 2 0 ( N o r t h e r n I r e l a n d )

Ifeel strongly that we all owe Mike avote of thanks for having identified that there
was aproblem clause, and then to have the ability and knowledge to help get it
changed, Ifor one, will buy him apint of the best next time we are together.

R o b W i l l i a m s o m

Late News -Our success at the DTI has been negated in Brussels by the British Waterways Board
and others who seek to use this directive to extend the regulating authority over British coastal
waters. This must be stopped. So write to your MR and the Minister of Trade now. We need lots
of pressure. M i k e B u r n



T-jetters
It is also easy to spot where changes

of ownersh ip have perpetuated these
fa lse at t r ibut ions, ga in ing boats more
c a c h e t t h a n t h e y d e s e r v e d - a v e r y
h e l p f u l h a n d l e t o h a v e w h e n b o a t s
appeared in the sale lists. So treat what
you see in Lloyds Yacht Register with the
above unders tand ing .

Recogn i se t ha t you r l ove l y "F i f e "
cut ter, or "A lber t St range" yawl , may
wel l have been designed by the yard
manager who said to his client "well I
c a n b u i l d y o u a S t r a n g e y a w l n o w
without the hassle of getting the design
d o n e " .

More often though, an owner in lot
life is selling and wants afamous hanc
to jack the price up with, he sells her as
"Fife", the new owner proudly joins the
elite and registers her with Lloyds Yacht
R e g i s t e r ( g e t t i n g h i s fi n e l y t o o l e d
personalised copy to boot) as designed
by "Fife", and thus is created history.

The really keen searcher after truth
goes back to original sources and cross¬
checks. But i t is usual ly areasonable
assumption that if you find your boat in
L l o y d s t h e y e a r s h e w a s b u i l t , a n d
reg is te red by the or ig ina l owner, the
d e t a i l s a r e c o r r e c t .

T h e B o w h o u s e ,
33 East Argyle Street,

He lensburgh
G 8 4 7 E L

it being assumed as the most permanent
place where it could not be tampered
w i t h .

Lloyds Yacht Register was, essentially,
afancy club. It was an attempt, and a
p r o fi t m a k i n g o n e a t t h a t , t o m a k e
avai lable to yacht owners (those who
s u b s c r i b e d t h a t i s ) t h e d e t a i l s a n d
ownership of yachts.

It carried no official status nor any
guarantee of accuracy ,I f you sent in
the details of your yacht and your address
to the Regis ter, w i th the appropr ia te
fee, Lloyds would enter it and send you
acopy of the resulting publication with
your name embossed in go ld on the
c o v e r .

Dear Jay,
Iread your editorial to the Winter newsletter (92-93) with more interest than most. It
seems to me to posses the bones of agood idea that might even go some way to
answering Neil Munro's letter with which Ihave some sympathy. "Brest and back
again" -was the only piece of the magazine that Iread with interest.

Well, why does not the association, via the newsletter, collect all those "useful
t ips for old wooden boat owners" that must l ie un-collated in the heads of the
members? It might be of interest in itself -areincarnation of Claude Worth -and
hopeful ly members would actually find it useful thus, "preserving and promoting
gaff rig",

Iwi l l k ick off with acouple that come to mind immediately:-
\Preserving galvanised iron r igging both standing and running.
'Buy some cheap petrol -one gallon Ifind enough -and mix into it atin of heavy

waterproof grease; stir until dissolved. Now simply pass the wire splices and all
through this mixture fairly slowly (the first time it would be best to soak it alittle).
Let the stuff drip and evaporate for aday or so and your wire is coated with
grease internally, with alittle, not too repulsive, on the surface.
My wire dates from before the last world war and is all perfect except where the
bronze staysail hanks have literally rubbed the zinc coat off.

2. Mast hoops can be made from almost any green hardwood provided you can
borrow akitchen saucepan of the right diameter. Simply boil water and push the
green stick into slowly, like cooking full length spaghetti,
Arequest -can one still buy grid compasses? Ihave sailed with a30 shilling ex.
WD one for the past 30 years. It is absolutely better than non grid compasses, but
I c a n ' t fi n d a n e w o n e .

Any interest?

)I t was t he vade mecum o f yach t
ownership and yacht club details, and
b e c a u s e o f t h e e x t e n s i v e d e t a i l a n d

excellence with which it was published
many s ince have thought i t somehow
official and by the same token therefore
a c c u r a t e .

I t is of ten, alas, nei ther. Iam fortunate
t o h a v e s o m e 4 0 e d i t i o n s f r o m 1 8 8 5

onwards and i t i s very easy to spot
a s t o n i s h i n g i n a c c u r a c i e s - m a n y
p e r p e t r a t e d b y o w n e r s t o g i v e t h e
impression that boats were designed by
more famous people than they were.

Tony Vogt

Y E A R O F Y O U T H +

T h e R o o s
W h i t c h u r c h

Hampshi re
R G 2 8 7 A D

THREE years ago the OGA introduced Junior Membership for those under 18 years
of age. This, coupled with 1993 being the Year of Youth Sailing, prompts me to
suggest the introduction into OGA events of an OGA Class IV for Junior Members,
and that it should be geared to small craft which many juniors sail.

As astarting point for discussion, Isuggest that an OGA Class IV boat would have
agaff of acceptable alternative rig (eg. gunter, lug, sprit etc.), it would not excer \
12 feet in hull,length, all crew would be under eighteen and only working sails wou,. '
b e a l l o w e d .

Iunderstand that the OGA explicitly excludes Mirror and Optimist Class dinghies
from Class III participation: however Isuggest that they would be permitted in the
Class IV. The "working sails only" stipulation would be aconstraint which would
reduce the likelihood of undue performance enhancement by planing enthusiasts.

In the interest of responsible seamanship there should be strict requirements that
the craf t have adequate sel f -buoyancy; that an anchor and adequate warp, a
towrope of ample length, alternative means of propulsion (eg. paddles or oars) and
means of bailing all be carried; and that crews wear life jackets or buoyancy aids
(wet suits alone not being an acceptable alternative).

Courses for Class IV races would necessarily be appropriate to craft in involved
and would have to be supported by adequate rescue facil i t ies. AJunior Member
winning aClass IV Area Race would not be eligible for election as Area Commodore.

Iwould naturally welcome comments on this proposal from OGA Members, not
least the junior Members.

D e a r E d i t o r ,

)ave been enjoying retirement and indulging the hour by reading the Old Gaffers
-Ksociation Newsletter 1992/2 page 21, to be exact,

Inote your correspondence on the OGA Pennant, again, (to be exact), more
commonly called our Burgee  " W h a t i s t h e e m b l e m ? "

I can g i ve you adefin i t i ve and accu ra te answer as i t was dec ided a t t he
inaugural (as it turned out) meeting of the OGA at the Southgate Hotel in Winchester
a t tended by myse l f , MO Richardson and the la te A lex Rangabe on one co ld
evening in 1957 to organise the First Race for the Old Gaffers.

The emblem is apitch fork as traditionally used in rural England by acountry rustic
of "Old Gaffer". Adelicate and enigmatic play on words attractive at the time to
all three of us. In retrospect how right we were.

Over the years both our emblem and our name have been aconstant point of
discussion and speculation and perhaps have been the perfect encapsulation that
they both reflect that they are all things to all men and ever more should remain so.

J o h n S C l a r k e

E l d e r G a f f e r

r \

A l a n H i d d e n - N I O G A
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I t i s a f a s c i n a t i n g a r c h i v e , t h e

resul ts o f many years co l lect ing BUT
i t is \A/oefu l ly incomplete s ince most
entries have only the scantiest detai ls
a n d s o m e 1 5 0 c u r r e n t m e m b e r s b o a t s

aren't even on it i It can only possibly
b e a c c u r a t e i f m e m b e r s a n d a r e a

secretar ies te l l th is office of changes
i n a d d r e s s e s a n d b o a t o \ A / n e r s h i p ,
but in order to really get to grips with
the problem this office wil l be mail ing
a l l p e o p l e w i t h w h o s e b o a t s h a v e
i n a d e q u a t e d e t a i l s ,

I r e c o g n i s e t o o w e l l t h a t f o r m
t i l l i ng i s abore bu t fi l l i ng ou t de ta i l s
o f y o u r p r i d e a n d j o y s h o u l d b e a

('easure, even bothering to measure, e r i g d e t a i l s , s o I w o u l d e a r n e s t l y
p r a y t h a t a n y o n e r e c e i v i n g a n i c e
b lue fo rm f rom th is o ffice dur ing the
year rea l l y does take the t roub le to
a c c u r a t e l y c o m p l e t e i t a n d r e t u r n i t
to me -the information wil l go directly
o n t o t h e d a t a b a s e a n d t h e h a r d
c o p y i s r e t a i n e d b y T h e B o a t
Reg i s t r a r.

Un fo r tuna te ly there i s no t enough
a c c u r a t e i n f o r m a t i o n o n t h e B o a t
R e g i s t e r a t t h e m o m e n t t o m a k e i t
w o r t h p u b l i s h i n g a m e m b e r s h i p l i s t ,
in the style of the earlier one -so the
soone r t he f o rms come flow ing back

4 L o w t h e r C r e s . ,
Wa l n e y,

B a r r o w - i n - F u r n e s s ,
C u m b r i a ,

L A 1 4 3 R T

t h e s o o n e r T h e A s s o c i a t i o n c a n g e t
y o u a l l a n e w m e m b e r s h i p l i s t - i t
would dearly love to do so this year.

H A R D W A R E

The addi t ion of a laser pr inter has
r e v o l u t i o n i s e d t h e s p e e d , s t y l e a n d
e ffic iency w i t h wh i ch t h i s o f fice can
c o m m u n i c a t e w i t h m e m b e r s . T h i s w i l l
u n d o u b t e d l y m a k e i t m u c h m o r e
l i ke ly tha t bo th the membersh ip and
boat Registers wi l l be more accurate
e a r l i e r t h a n t h e y w o u l d o t h e r w i s e
h a v e b e e n , a n d t h a t t h e p o s i t i v e
e f f o r t s t o b u i l d a n d r e t a i n t h e
membership, and serv ice i t wel l , can
b e i n c r e a s e d .

A R E C O R D O F T R A D I T I O N A L R I G S

Iwould l ike to offer the following suggestions to the Area Organisations which I
believe supports the aims of the Association both as awhole and for the individual
m e m b e r , w h o o w n s a t r a d i t i o n a l b o a t .

Iwould like the Association to set up adatabase recording the rigging detail and
method of working for traditional boats of each geographical area. The database
wou ld beg in w i th ab ib l i og raphy o f s tanda rd works e .g . Edga r JMarch , John
Leather etc., to be developed with local research.

The access to local knowledge is the reason that the work had better be doi>''
on aregional basis, using contacts among the fishing and trading communitid|

The benefit to the Association will be two-fold. The OGA will be recording how
rigs were worked that would otherwise be lost, in direct agreement with the aims
a n d t o t h e c r e d i t o f t h e A s s o c i a t i o n .

The owners of traditional craft will benefit because they will have access to the
detail that will allow them to rig and work their craft using the right methods for the
h u l l .

W I D E R I S S U E S

T h e r e h a s b e e n s u b s t a n t i a l

c e n t r a l i s e d e f f o r t t o g e t t h e
News le t t e r back on cou rse , imp rove
i t s regu la r i t y and enhance i t s s t y le .
Yo u r A s s o c i a t i o n h o n , s e c . h a s , w i t h
o n e o t h e r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f a
s u b s t a n t i a l s e p a r a t e y a c h t i n g b o d y,
g o n e o n t h e a c t i v e a t t a c k o f t h e
b u r e a u c r a t s a n d c i v i l s e r v a n t s w h o
d e a l i n E C D i r e c t i v e s t h a t c o u l d

affect our ability to sail our boats. So
far so good.

Iam currently researching the Lancashire Nobby, and am will ing to share my
experience with anyone willing to take up the challenge in your area, so come on
you traditional craft enthusiasts, let us capture the information on paper and film
before it is lost. It is not just our hobby but our history.

N i c k M i l l e r

Mo recambe Bay A rea
+ M i k e B u r n

1 L a n s d o w n A v e n u e ,
P o r c h e s t e r ,
F lampshire,

P 0 1 6 9 N N

+

BACK TO THE BOAT REGISTER
" R A N G E 9 3

by Mike Burn
D e a r J a y,
This is to draw attention to the rally in France and to give everyone as much
not ice as poss ib le be fore p lann ing the i r summer c ru ise . I t i s on 10-18 Ju ly
1993 in the estuary of the Ranee and the Bay of St Malo from Dinard to Dinan

Iam told that they hope to have 300 boats or more and that there is rl
entry fee, mooring wi l l be free and there wi l l be abig welcome in each town
or v i l lage v is i ted w i th f ree mea ls , and a"c rews tavern" . I t shou ld be agrea t
e v e n t i n a l o v e l y a r e a . T h e A B T C E a r e a g r e a t g r o u p o f g a f f e r s w h o k n o w
how to enjoy both sai l ing and song and dance. For anyone feel ing flat af ter
last year 's Brest, this should be the cure.

Anyone in teres ted in go ing shou ld wr i te fo r abrochure to : ABTCE, 9 , rue
d e l a V i l l e e s F l o u x , 3 5 4 0 0 S t . M a l o , F r a n c e .

Also, Couta Boat Club of Victor ia, Austral ia. Changes in officers. They are
a s f o l l o w s :

t o c o m p l e t e t h e m , f u l l y, a n d r e t u r n
t h e m .

TFIE Old Gaffers Boat Register, created
over the years firstly by John Scarlett and
then carried on by Dick and Pat Dawson

T n d w i t h w h o s e i m m e n s e h e l p I
o d u c e d t h e fi r s t ' M e m b e r s L i s t ' s o m e

six years ago) has now got itself on disk.
This has been done so that correcting
and updat ing can be done e f fec t i ve ly
and so that i t can be publ ished more
easily in future.

In future is the key word -alas. Running
the membership files and Boat Register
o n t h e s a m e m a c h i n e f r o m t h i s o f fi c e

shows only too clearly that the details in
the Boat Register, and indeed on many
membership files, is woefully out of date
and in the case of the Boat Regis ter
f e a r f u l l y i n a d e q u a t e - i n d e e d t o o
inadequa te to be wor th pub l i sh ing a t
present. So when smart blue forms arrive
at your address please do take the trouble

Some members have rung me to
ge t de ta i l s o f the i r boa ts , and i t i s
apparen t tha t , f o r some, the re i s a
confusion between The Official Ships
Register and Lloyds Yacht Register.

T h e fi r s t i s t h e " o f fi c i a l " m e r c h a n t
shipping register. If the original owner of
your yacht set any store by such things
he could (but there was no compulsion
since yachts did not 'trade') register his
new pride and joy with the Register of
Merchant Ships: This gave her qui te
c l e a r B r i t i s h m e r c h a n t fl e e t s t a t u s i n

foreign ports and registered her with
t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a s s u c h .

It is proved by the carving of the
reg i s t e r numbe r and he r r eg i s t e red
t o n n a g e ( a n a r c a n e t r a d i n g
m e a s u r e m e n t ) o n t h e m a i n d e c k b e a m ,

(

Pres iden t -Pe te r Bennet t ; V ice Pres iden t -Pe te r F lannah ; F lon . Secre ta ry
- J i l l F l a r t l e y ; F l o n , T r e a s u r e r - T i m R y a n , M a r c u s B u r k e , i m m e d i a t e p a s t
P r e s i d e n t , r e m a i n s o n t h e c o m m i t t e e . A d d r e s s u n c h a n g e d : - P. O . B o x 2 0 3 ,
S o r r e n t o , V i c t o r i a 3 9 4 3 , A u s t r a l i a .

Sam Bayliss
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REPORT BY HON/MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
A r e a N a m e a n d A d d r e s s

G.R. King, 8Allens Lane, Wells, Somerset BAS 3NQ
G.R. Rendell, Hayes Cottage, Huntworth, North Petherton,
S o m e r s e t T A 7 O A H

C . S h e r i e , 5 S t . M a t h e w s R o a d , G o t h a m , B r i s t o l ,
A v o n B S 6 S T S

R . J . P e a r c e , F a u c o n n i e r e , L e s L a n d e s C l o s ,
Landes du Marche, Vale, Guernsey

C LY T. J . B r o w n , P r e s s m e n n a n L a k e H o u s e , S t e n t o n ,
D u n b a r E H 4 2 I T F

C LY N . A . M i k k e l s e n , 3 9 P e n n e l t o n P l a c e , B o ' N e s s ,
W e s t L o t h i a n E H 5 1

CWL M. Heard, Tregatreath Boat Yard, Mylor, Falmouth,
C o r n w a l l T R l l S N S

/L F. Hindley, Hillside, 27 Daglands Road, Fowey,
C o r n w a l l P L 2 3 1 B W

P, Holden, Carraig Rua, Howth Summit, Co. Dublin, Ireland
D. Hunt, 29 Woodville Height, Dungriffin Road, Howth,
Co . Dub l i n , E i re
M . H u n t , 1 I s l a n d V i e w, H a r b o u r R o a d , H o w t h ,
Co . Dub l i n , E i re
E. Kehoe, 24 Grosvenor Court, Templeville Road, Dublin 6W
D.L. Lynch, Clara, Orchard Road, Cork, Eire
P. McNulty, Ballydoogan, Sligo, Ireland
F. McCarthy, 43 Grace O'Malley Road, Howth,
Oo. Dub l in , E i re
E. O'Coneen, 1Haigh Street, Dun Laoghaire,
Co . Dub l i n , E i re
PDann, 33 Mill Road, Henham, Bishops Stortford,
H e r t s C M 2 2 6 A D

P. Leftley, 3Tattlepot Road, Pulham Market, Diss,
S u f f o l k I P 2 1 4 T H

A . M a r s h a l l , 1 2 E a s t w o o d R o a d , S o u t h W o o d f o r d ,
L o n d o n E l 8 I B W

P. Masters, 22b Dene Road, Guildford, Surrey GUI 4DD
G . O ' B r i e n , 7 3 W i n n o c k R o a d , O o l c h e s f e r, E s s e x C O l 2 B Q
D.E.S. Overfon, Wildwinds, The Drive, Rayleigh, Essex SS6 8XA
R.McK. Perkins, 24 Promenade, Mayland,
C h e l m s f o r d , E s s e x C M 3 6 A R
S, Sansom, 9Sheepcotes Lane, Soufhminster,
E s s e x C M O 7 A F

Mr. &Mrs. Simmonds, 14 Wish Hi l l , Eastbourne, East Sussex BN20 9EX
I.C. Smith, Burnside, Great Bentley, Colchester, Essex C07 SPA
I. Thompson, Walnut House, Eagle Road, Erpingham,
N o r w i c h , N o r f o l k N R l 1 7 A D
I , Tr e a d w e l l , 9 5 Ta v i s f o c k Av e n u e , P e r i v a l e , M i d d l e s e x U B 6 S A N
S . A . W i l l i a m s , 8 R o s e b a n k , 6 4 C o a s t R o a d , We s t M e r s e a ,
C o l c h e s t e r, E s s e x C 0 5 8 L S

B o a t N a m e

B C
B C

prompt ing th i s o ffice fo s fa r f ad i rec t
m a i l i n g t o a l l t h o s e p a y i n g b y
B a n k e r ' s O r d e r t o g e t u p d a t e d
membersh ip de ta i l s on t he da tabase
- t h e o l d s t y l e s y s t e m o f w a i t i n g f o r
f h i n g s t o h a p p e n b y t h e m s e l v e s i s
n o w w o e f u l l y i n a d e q u a f e .

O n e o f t h e e x c e l l e n t b o n u s e s o f

fhe ma i l i ng exerc ise was tha f near l y
7 5 % o f t h o s e r e p l y i n g s o f a r h a v e
been happy to ra se the i rsubscr ip t ion
t o t h e £ 1 2 . 5 0 f a m i l y r a f e , m a n y
s a y i n g t h a t t h e y w e r e h a p p y
whetherthey had family or not. Effi,
w i l l b e m a d e t o o f f e r s u c h a c h a n c e

to all those paying by Banker's Order.
Any member who wou ld l i ke a l i s t

o f c u r r e n t a n d l o s t m e m b e r s i n h i s
a r e a t o i n t e r a c t w i t h , o r c h a s e t o
r e c o v e r, c a n h a v e o n e b y r e t u r n o f
p o s t b y g i v i n g m e a c a l l .
A R E A S

T h o u g h s o m e A r e a s g o f r o m
s f reng fh f o s t reng th i t i s unden iab le
t h a t t h e r e c e s s i o n h a s h i t t h e l e v e l o f
personal e ffor f ava i lab le f rom others.
Tw o A re a s h a ve va n i sh e d a l t o g e th e r
- b o t h D a v i d C a t o n i n N o r t h W a l e s
a n d D a v i d B o s o m w o r t h i n t h e N o r t h
E a s t h a v e c e a s e d t o b e m e m b e r s .

O B J E C T I V E S

I N H E R I T I N G t h e m e m b e r s h i p
S e c r e t a r y ' s f u n c t i o n a n d t h e O G A
c o m p u t e r d a t a b a s e t h i s y e a r I h a v e
m a d e i t a p r i m e t a s k t o : -

1 . B u i l d u p t h e m e m b e r s h i p
d a t a b a s e s o t h a t i t c o u l d b e o f
m a x i m u m v a l u e t o A r e a S e c r e t a r i e s
a n d t h e A s s o c i a t i o n .

2 . A t t e m p t t o r e c o v e r t h e
members, ' lost ' in previous years, by
a p o s i t i v e p e r s o n a l i s e d m a i l i n g
e x e r c i s e .

3 . Trans fe r r i ng the Boa t Reg is te r
from i ts card index system on to the
c o m p u t e r d a t a b a s e i n o r d e r t o b e
a b l e t o u s e i t e f f e c t i v e l y , g e t i t
upda ted by se lec t i ve ma i l i ng and to
publ ish the resu l ts for members.
M E M B E R S H I P

T h i s r e c o v e r y e x e r c i s e h a s b e e n
done by d i r ec t pe rsona l i sed ma i l i ng
a n d b y s e n d i n g a r e a s e c r e t a r i e s
ca ta logued l i s t s o f members m iss ing
in t he i r a reas to be chased l oca l l y.
S o m e a r e a s h a v e t a k e n t o t h i s w e l l
a n d b e e n e f f e c t i v e s o m e , a l a s
appear to have done l i t t l e , wh ich i s
a g r e a t p i t y .

S o m e 3 0 0 m e m b e r s h a v e b e e n

r e c o v e r e d t h i s w a y w i t h t h e
membersh ip s tand ing , a t t he end o f
f h e y e a r f u l l y p a i d u p , a t 8 3 3 . 11 0
new members jo ined dur ing the year.
A n a s t o n i s h i n g 2 0 0 o d d p e o p l e a r e
st i l l paying,thisyear, by bankers order
t h e o l d £ 6 . 5 0 r a t e , a n d a r e t h u s n o
l o n g e r m e m b e r s - t h i s o f fi c e w i l l b e
m a k i n g a fi n a l p u s h t o b r i n g t h e m
b a c k i n t o t h e f o l d .

A ' p r o - a c fi v e ' p o l i c y o f
p e r s o n a l i s e d m a i l i n g a l l c h e q u e
p a y i n g m e m b e r s a t t h e s t a r t o f t h e
year 1993 has proved very effect ive;
m o r e t h a n 2 / 3 r d s o f s u c h , s o f a r ,
h a v e r e p l i e d , c o r r e c t i n g t h e i r
persona l de ta i l s as reques ted (many
w i t h c h a r m i n g l e t t e r s o f
e n c o u r a g e m e n t a n d t h a n k s f o r f h e
rem inde r - t hank you a l l o f t hose ) .

T h i s e x e r c i s e s h o w e d t h a t m o r e
t h a n 2 5 % o f f h o s e r e p l y i n g h a d
c h a n g e d d e t a i l s o f s o m e s o r t -

B C
S I L V E R Y L I G H T

C l

N E L L I E B

L A D Y S O P H I E

D O N N A C A P E L

)
W H I T E H E A T H E R

D B

D B

T R U L I G H T

D B
V E R V I N E B L O S S O M

D B

D B

D B

D B

D U N - I N V E R

D B
P R I D E O F G A L W A Y

E C
R I P P L E

I f y o u f e e l f h a f y o u r A r e a i s n o t
g o i n g w i t h a z i n g t h e n d o c o n t a c t
th is o ffice and you can have a l is f o f
a l l anywhere near your a rea to he lp
y o u s t a r t a n e w o n e .

There are cent ra l funds exprer
a v a i l a b l e t o t h o s e w h o s p e n d o .
money on the assoc ia t ions beha l f i n
th i s ac t i v i t y.

B O A T R E G I S T E R D A T A B A S E

T h e m a m m o t h e x e r c i s e o f
f ransferr ing the deta i ls of some 1900
boats from card index to The Register
Da tabase i s comp le te . D i ck and Pa t
Dawson and Ihave spent some th ree
w e e k e n d s g e t t i n g t h e w h o l e t h i n g
t o w o r k p r o p e r l y . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n
e m p l o y e d l o c a l g i r l s t o d o m u c h o f
t h e k e y p u s h i n g
thoroughly fami l iar ise mysel f wi fh fhe
c o n t e n t o f t h e R e g i s t e r s p e n t s o m e
300 hours at it myself.
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A r e a N a m e a n d A d d r e s s

B.D. Caldwell, 11 Meadow Way, Crawfordsburn, Bangor,
C o . D o w n , B T 1 9 I J J
S.T. DInsmore, 1Beechl l l Park West , Bel fast BT8 4NU
D. Dunlop, 2Ferry Street, Portaferry, Co. Down BT22 IPB
A.J. Ilston-Jones, 67 Ballyeasborough Road, The Quarter,
K I r k i s t o w n B T 2 2 l A D

ceed to Shot ley Mar ina for the pr ize
giving in the Shipwreck Bar.
NORTH SEA CLASSIC PASSAGE RACE JULY

R A C E E N T R Y F E E S

In v iew o f the d i fficu l t financ ia l s i tua¬
t i o n s o m e o f o u r m e m b e r s fi n d t h e m ¬
selves in, the minimum entry fee is being
he ld back a t £5 fo r a l l even ts o ther tha t
Shotley and Hel levoetsluis. Non-mem¬
bers (and late entries for the EC Race)
will be £10. However, if you are merely
"feeling the pinch" please can you add
adonation to your entry fee is possible.
We despera te ly need your con t inues
h e l p t o k e e p s u c h a c o m p r e h e n s i v e
p r o g r a m m e g o i n g .
R I V E R B L A C K W A T E R C O N S U L T A T I V E
C O M M I T T E E

The OGA are represented on th is
committee by Arthur Keebie (c/o Downs
Rd. Boatyard, Maldon), and meet ings
have been ar ranged tor May 19 and
October 7. I f you have any ideas or
concerns about the Blackwater, please
l e t A r t h u r k n o w .

B U R N H A M R A L L Y F E B R U A R Y 2 0

B o a t N a m e
N l

N l 1 9S H E A R W A T E R
N l There will be abriefing for this event

in the Shipwreck Bar, after the prize giv¬
ing fortheTendring Coast Passage Race,
atoout 2030 hrs July 18. Adecision to race
a c r o s s w i l l b e m a d e o n t h e b a s i s o f t h e
Shipping Forecast, and should this prove
inclement (say above F5), we will post¬
pone, and possibly alter the race desti¬
n a t i o n t o S t e l l e n d a m .

Subject to weather, the race will start
at 1030 from Harwich Breakwater/South

n | f . M e d u s a t o P o r t , t h e n a c r o s s t o
jmpo ts lu i s .
Ar rangements have been made to

book us into the new marina at Roompot,
w h i c h i s o n t h e W e s t e r n b a n k o f t h e
Oosterschelde. On Wednesday we sai l
for Wilhelmstadt, where again arrange¬
ments are being made for berthing, and
on Thursday we sail down the Harringviiet
t o H e l l e v o e t s l u i s .

E n t r i e s f o r t h i s r a c e s h o u l d b e m a d e
t o t h e D C Y R , b u t f o r m s c a n b e o b t a i n e d
f r o m t h e O G A .

HELLEVOETSLUIS DCYR JULY 23-25

There have been more developments
o n t h i s f a m o u s e v e n t . T h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l
8-metre championships are going to be
held as part of the sailing side, the 8-
metres sailing aseries of separate races.
But bet ter s t i l l for us, the DCYR are a lso
going to lay on aseparate gaff-r iggers
race on the Saturday, which will hope¬
fu l ly s t imulate the growth of the new
O G A b r a n c h .

IGeneral arrangements are as re¬
ported last t ime, entry fee 65 guilders
per boat plus 10 guilders per person.
W A L T O N B A C K W A T E R S & S T O U R R A L L Y
A U G U S T 2 8 - 2 9

Arrangements are still as outlines pre¬
viously, entry forms will be included in
Eastcoaster later on in the year.
M A L D O N A N N I V E R S A R Y S U P P E R A N D
R A L LY S E P T E M B E R 2 4

Iam pleased to report that this year
we will not be clashing with the Osea
c l a s s i c s a n d s m a c k r a c e , w h i c h i s t h e
following weekend (invites onlyT Further
details will be published later on in the
y e a r .

N l

G R A S S H O P P E R

S C O R P I O N

N l B. Law, Cherry Hill, Whiterock Road, Killinchy,
C o . D o w n B T 2 3 6 P R

Y, Lee, 26 Tildarg Road, Ballyclare, Co. Antrim BT39 9JU
J. Maitland, 31 Sulatober Close, Carrickfergus,
C o , A n t r i m B T 3 7 7 S G

C. Rosbotham, 45 Westburn Crescent, Bangor,
C o , D o w n B T 2 0 3 R N

J. Stannage, 21 Bowmount Park, Newtownards, Co, Down BT23 3SS
B. Thompson, 12 The Brae, Ballygowan, Co. Down BT23 5TH

N l

N l

C R A C K E R J A C K

N l

(
N l

N l

N W I, Roberts, Bryndedwydd, High Street, Abergele,
Clwyd LL22 7HA
J.C. Tancred, 65 Bro-Syr-ifor, Tregarth, Gwynedd LL57 5ASN W C L Y T H I E

T h e fi r s t E a s t C o a s t A r e a e v e n t t h i s
year was the socia l gather ing at the
Royal Burnham Yacht Club on 20 Febru-

SOL C.J.J Berry, North Croye, The Avenue, Andover,
H a n t s S P I O 3 E L

SOL M.J. Pickering, 1Cobham Court Mews, School Lane,
Hagley, Stourbridge, West Midlands

T I R A N O G
a r y .

I n a d d i t i o n t o O G A v i d e o s , M i k e
Emmett brought a long some old c ine
film of Maldon which has been put onto
video tape and several members had
o h o t o g r a p h s
nterest ing boats . Over fi f ty members
and their guests joined RBYC members
f o r d i n n e r .

The speaker was John Robinson, sen¬
i o r c u r a t o r o f t h e M a r i t i m e C o l l e c t i o n a t
the National Science Museum. He gave
ata lk , i l lust rated wi th s l ides, showing
how certain types of boats had disap¬
peared in avery short time and of the
need to preserve our maritime heritage.
It was his personal view that preserva¬
t i o n o f s m a l l e r v e s s e l s h a d b e s t b e e n
achieved by pr ivate indiv iduals wi th in
organisations such as the OGA.

Brenda Jago was presented with a
pewtertankard in recognition of 10 years
s e r v i c e t o t h e O G A ,

T h e 1 9 9 2 O G A v i d e o o f t h e C l a s s i c
B o a t F e s t i v a l a n d E a s t C o a s t R a c e i s
a v a i l a b l e a t £ 1 7 . 5 0 f r o m R & D D a v i s , 4
Chamberlains Gardens, Leighton Buz¬
z a r d , B e d s . L U 7 S A P. E a r l i e r v i d e o s a r e
also avai lable -please r ing Brenda on
0621 741595 for details and prices.

C R A I L K A T E

Gaffers in Fi o f t h e i r o w n a n d o t h e ro c u s

WE said in the last newsletter that we'd give you afew hints about getting half
decent results out of your Brownie box camera or high tech all singing and dancing
J a p p o z o o m a t i c ,

This is not ahigh-tech teaching granny to suck eggs item. It's too short anyway.
But bear in mind the following.

Modern film technology is superb and the choice is bewildering. But my favoû
all-rounder for maritime work is relatively fast 400ASA for transparency or print filrns.
Again, it's amatter of personal choice, but my favourite brand is Fuji, You may prefer
Kodak or something else.

Why 400ASA? It 's agreat all-rounder. Fast enough to deal with different l ight
conditions yet the grain is perfectly acceptable thanks to advances over the last
decade. Colour response is very good.

If you carry acamera at sea, make sure you at least have skylight or haze filters.
For one thing they protect lenses. And consider using apolarizing filter, it's brilliant
at getting rid of reflections and glare, thus revealing true colours.

More tips in next newsletter.
Jay Cresswell

For detai ls and the rules of the Annual Old Gaffers Associat ion internat ional
Photograph Competition see the last issue. Winter 1992/3
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Area 'N'otes
be acharge for casual visitors.

For open boats there will be revisions
t o t h e n o r m a l s a i l i n g p r o g r a m m e a s
r e q u e s t e d , a n d t h e r e w i l l b e f r e e
w a t e r s i d e s i t e s f o r t e n t s a n d c a r a v a n s .
There is an administration charge made
by the Shotley Point Marina of £40 per
boat (£20 for open boats) , bu t o ther
t h a n a l o t o t b e e r m o n e y, m o o r i n g s ,
entertainment and racing are al l- in.
O P E N B O A T S R A L L Y J U L Y 3

Class Ill's very own rally with classes
for la rge and tadpo le s ize boats . Us
fore igners f rom the Stour have man¬
aged to th rash loca ls in the tadpo le
class, but the West Mersea pirates re'
supreme (until they see the new har. ..
c a p s y s t e m ) . A h i g h l y r e c o m m e n d e d
event for all ages, racing in the morning,
picnic lunch on Packing Marsh island,
sail and oar race pm., and WMYC are
our hosts in the evening. Launching trailer
storage, showers etc. all laid on.

Contact Sue Taylor, 0206 382483

EAST COAST OLD GAFFERS RACE JULY 17
B a s i c d e t a i l s w e r e i n c l u d e d i n t h e

last newsletter. Stone SC will be hosting
t h e e v e n t , w i t h m e a l s t o r t h e w e e k e n d ,
camping facilities, terry service etc. How¬
ever, i t i s essent ia l tha t a l l boats have a
good supp ly o t g round tack le as the
tides run hard, and the bottom is slippy
w i t h w e e d .

Start is later this year because of the
t ide , 1000 hrs fo r c lasses l , l l , IV, c lass I I I
1 0 3 0 . C l a s s I I I w i l l s a i l a d i f f e r e n t c o u r s e

f rom usua l , w i th an ear ly leg up the
B l a c k w a t e r, s o d o r e a d t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s .

All entrants should report to Stone '' ""v
on the Friday night to collect relevi. )
i n f o r m a t i o n , o r s e n d s o m e o n e o n t h e i r
behalf. With the late start, there is likely
t o b e a l a t e fi n i s h t o o , s o d e c l a r a t i o n
forms are really essential this year.

B r i a n H a m m e t t w i l l b e O O D , b u t h e
does wont alot of help on the bridge. If
you are not racing, PLEASE could you
l e n d a h a n d ?

TENDRING COAST PASSAGE RACE JULY

E A S T C O A S T
Jon Wainwr ight &Brenda Jago
W I T H t h e c o u n t - d o w n t o D e v a ' s l i f t - i n
well under way, and desperately look¬
ing for gaps in the rain clouds for acoat
of "Harry Slappers", the EC Secretariat is
at panic stations.

H o w e v e r , t h e c o m m i t t e e h a v e n o t
b e e n i d l e , a n d t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l e v e n t
items to report.

Delphina
by Mark Taylor

T H E s e a s o n s t a r t e d a s u s u a l w i t h

the Whi tsun Bank Hol iday Ral ly
i n S t . P e t e r P o r t w i t h a c r e w

compr is ing myse l f , my w i fe and
t w o l a n d l u b b e r s .

S L I D E S & S O C I A L a t R B Y C

Elsewhere there is aseparate report
on th is event , bu t Iwou ld l i ke to ment ion
Brenda's official "Rollocking" bytheArea
Vice President. Brenda Jago has put in
at least 10 years hard work into the OGA,
and much of the progress made in that
t ime on the EC is largely due to her
e f f o r t s .

W e r e n d e z v o u s e d a t T h e

I n n , I t c h e n o r f o r s u p p e r
f o r a f e w

a w a i t t h e

)
b e f o r e a n c h o r i n
h o u r s a t E a s t H e a ^

t i de , a im ing t o depa r t as 3am.
H o w e v e r , t h e s l e e p w a s g o o d
( o r w a s i t t h e D i r e c t o r ' s ? ) a n d I
w e i g h e d a n c h o r a t 5 a m w i t h
t h e c r e w s t i l l a s l u m b e r .

'cffj
For her troubles she was presented

with amagnificent t rophy hand craf ted
by the cardiacally challenged from the
remains of Britain's Sailing Navy with two
rowlocks for Barnacle. She was also given
a c o m m e m o r a t i v e m u g .
CROUCH RALLY MAY 29 -31

Details are now finalised, entry forms
from myself or Brenda.
E A S T C O A S T B O AT S H O W , B U R N H A M
M A R I N A J U N E 2 - 6

T h e O G A h a v e b e e n o f f e r e d a f r e e

stand and berthing for adozen gaffers.
We wou ld l i ke to p romote the w ide r
aspirations of the OGA, not just the EC,
so con t r i bu t i ons f r om a l l a reas wou ld be
m o s t w e l c o m e . I f i n d i v i d u a l m e m b e r s

would like to exhibit their boats, please
could they contact Brenda Jago, 0261
7 4 1 5 9 5 .

Visibi l i ty was crystal c lear as
D e l p h i n a m o t o r s a i l e d p a s t
B e m b r i d g e L e d g e a n d s e t a
c o u r s e f o r t h e m i d d l e o f t h e

A lde rney Race a im ing t o be i n
S t P e t e r P o r t t h a t e v e n i n g .
U n f o r t u n a t e l y , a l t h o u g h t h e
w i n d w a s a f a v o u r a b l e

n o r t h e r l y , i t w a s l i g h t a n d ,
c o m b i n e d w i t h t h e l a t e s t a r t ,
there wasn' t enough t ide in the Li t t le
Russel so Ihappi ly a l tered course for
Braye .

A b r i s k w a l k u p t h e h i l l a n d a f e w
pints of Old Thumper in abar and we
'■ 'e re a l l ready for bed.

/The next morning we motorsailed
t h r o u g h t h e R a c e a n d L i t t l e R u s s e l
jo in ing up wi th Tee Jay who had le f t
Lym ing ton t he p rev ious even ing . On
a r r i v a l a t S t P e t e r P o r t w e w e r e
ins t ruc ted to ber th a longs ide Venture
at the inner end of the town pontoon.
A f t e r m a n o e u v r i n g a r o u n d a
c a t a m a r a n w h i c h c l o s e l y r e s e m b l e d
t w o fl o a t i n g g a s o m e t e r s , I h e a d e d
f o r Ve n t u r e a t a n o b l i q u e a n g l e .

E n g a g e d r e v e r s e g e a r . N o t h i n g
h a p p e n e d !

T h a n k f u l l y, I m a n o e u v r e s l o w l y i n
m a r i n a s a n d s o m e s m a r t r o p e w o r k
brought us neatly to rest. Subsequent

D e l p h i n a

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s r e v e a l e d a f r a c t u r e d
r e v e r s e b a n d .

A m o d e r a t e t u r n - o u t o f S o l e n t
boats was in Guernsey and good fun
w a s h a d b y a l l . B u t w e d u c k e d t h e
S u n d a y m o r n i n g r a c e a s D e l p h i n a
d o e s n o t l i k e a v a r i a b l e f o r c e 1 s o w e

h e a d e d h o m e i n t h e c o m p a n y o f
O n w a r d O f I t o .

D e l p h i n a w a s t h e n o u t o f
commission for six very frustrating
w e e k s w h i l s t t h e g e a r b o x w a s
r e p a i r e d .

T w o w e e k s l a t e r w e w e r e s t i l l
boo t l ess and t he Woo t ton Ra l l y had
a r r i v e d . S o w e d r o v e t o P o m p e y
( P o r t s m o u t h ) a n d l e t t h e f e r r y t a k e
the strain across to the Isle of Whight.
Not quite the same as sail ing in! The
w e e k e n d w a s e x c e l l e n t f u n ( s e e
1 9 9 2 / 3 ) a n d R i c h a r d B r a n s o n w o u l d
h a v e b e e n i m p r e s s e d w i t h t h e h o t
a i r b a l l o o n s d i s p l a y.

SHOTLEY CLASSIC BOAT FESTIVAL JUNE
1 9 - 2 6

Enquiries lead us to think that attend¬
ance at this event are going to be very
much higher than last year, so please
book in as soon as possible. The shore-
side looks even more impressive than
previous years, and there is to be afull
blown beer festival with 100 guest beers.

The OGA are working on the de-tox
programme of sa i l ing events as wel l ,
and there will be additional smack racing
and class racing for Norfolk Oysters. Whilst
s k i p p e r s a n d c r e w s w i l l h a v e f r e e
a d m i s s i o n t o e v e n t s o n s h o r e , t h e r e w i l l

1 8

The start wil l be from Stone SC l ine at
1 0 3 0 h r s , l e a v i n g B e n c h H e a d a n d
Medusa to Starboard, before finishing
o n a l i n e b e t w e e n t h e S o u t h S h e l f a n d
t h e e n d o f H a r w i c h b r e a k w a t e r . P r o -

A- A
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Polynes ian proas , I t rea l l y was mind
b o g g l i n g .

T h e w e a t h e r w a s n o t k i n d t o B r e s t ,
most ly w indy wi th dr izz le or fog and
s o m e t i m e s r e a l r a i n . T h e r e w a s o n e
s h o r t s p e l l w h e n t h e s u n a p p e a r e d
a n d i t w a s m a g i c .

T h e B r i t i s h P a v i l i o n w a s c o n s i d e r e d

by most to have been the best of the
N a t i o n a l e x h i b i t i o n s a n d t h e O G A

w a s r e p r e s e n t e d t h e r e w i t h a s t a n d
show ing ou r r ange o f ac t i v i t i e s w i t h
a l a r g e s e l e c t i o n o f p h o t o s , p o s t e r s
a n d p r o g r a m m e s o f p a s t e v e n t s .

W i t h s u c h a l a r g e p r o p o r t i o n o f
' T m e m b e r s t h e r e o n t h e w a t e r a n d

j n y m o r e v i s i t i n g I a m s u r e t h e
p r e s e n c e o f a m a n n e d s t a n d w a s a
g rea t PR benefi t t o t he Assoc ia t i on ,

Imust thank Jon Tyrell for coming
with me and assisting on the stand at
s h o r t n o t i c e , a l s o M a g g i e a n d S a m
B a y l i s s , K a t h e r i n e a n d S i m o n S c o t t
Brown and Dick Dawson who all gave
u s a f e w h o u r s r e l i e f - t h e s t a n d w a s
m a n n e d f r o m 0 9 0 0 - 2 0 0 0 h r s e a c h
d a y .

C o m e t h e fi f t h d a y a n d t h e fl e e t
s e t s a i l f o r D o u a r n e n e z , I t w a s a d u l l
m o r n i n g w i t h n o w i n d , w e h a d t o
d i s m a n t l e t h e s t a n d a n d s t a c k i t b a c k
in my car which i t fi l led to the roof ,
a n d w e t h e n d r o v e d o w n t h e c o a s t
t o s e e t h e m a r r i v e .

By midday the sun had come out
and there was a l ight breeze and the
m i s t h a d c l e a r e d . O n t h e a p p r o a c h
t o D o u a r n e n e z o n t h e c r e s t o f a h i l l

t h e r e i s a v i e w o u t a c r o s s t h e b a y
a n d o u t i n t o t h e A t l a n t i c ,

Fill ing the bay and back as far as
t h e e y e c o u l d s e e w a s a v e r i t a b l e
A r m a d a o f e v e r y c o n c e i v a b l e b o a t
a l l u n d e r f u l l s a i l , s q u a r e r i g g e r s ,
Thames barges. River Tagus l ighters,
b isqu ines , smacks , c lass ic yach ts . I t
was hones t l y b rea th tak ing and qu i te
b e a u t i f u l t o s e e .

W e l l ! t h e s u n s h o n e o n

Doua rnenez and one cou ld no t he lp
f e e l i n g a N t t l e s o r r y f o r B r e s t a s a
r e s u l t ,
c o n s i d e r a b l e , w i t h t h e e m p h a s i s o n
r e l a x a t i o n a l t h o u g h t h e m u l t i t u d e s
a g a i n c a m e t o g o g g l e o n w h a t w a s
i n f a c t a b o u t h a l f t h e o r i g i n a l
g a t h e r i n g .

T h e b o a t s w e r e m o r e a c c e s s i b l e ,
t h e w e a t h e r b e t t e r a n d t h e o n s h o r e
r e c e p t i o n j u s t a l i t t l e m o r e r e l a x e d .
The newly locked Port Rhu, now part
o f t h e C h a s s e M a r e e M a r i t i m e
Museum, with its slipways and jetty is
ag rea t f ac i l i t y and makes t he t own ,
w h i c h w a s a l w a y s f a s c i n a t i n g , e v e n
m o r e s o .

Why can't we do it here in the UK?
I d o n ' t k n o w h o w t h e F r e n c h fi n a n c e
t h e s e t h i n g s , a l l a t n o c o s t t o t h e
ent rants , but they do and they even
make it pay. They see value in tourism
i n t r a d i t i o n a l c r a f t a n d t h e y m a k e
s u r e t h e w h o l e c o u n t r y a n d i n d e e d
the wor ld know abou t i t . They show
the courage of the i r conv ic t ions wi th
very heavy investment in advert is ing.

They then get it back by closing
o f f t h e i r t o w n s a n d c h a r g i n g
e v e r y o n e t o g e t i n t o t h e e n v i r o n s ,
not just the quay, but a l l the streets
nearby. At Brest and Douarnenez last
year the price was £8 per person per
d a y. T h i s p r o b a b l y c o u l d n ' t h a p p e n
h e r e o r w o u l d i t ?

W e t h e r e f o r e s e t o u t t r o m
C h i c h e s t e r e a r l y t o c a t c h t h e
t i d e i n t o t h e S o l e n t a n d t o b e a t
t h e w i n d . U n f o r t u n a t e l y , l u c k
was against us. The engine died
jus t as Iwas about to k i l l i t o f f
t h e B a r . W i t h a n e r v o u s c r e w ,
w e s a i l e d b a c k t o E a s t H e a d t o
d i s c o v e r y e t a n o t h e r b l o c k e d
t u e l p i p e , ( I s h o u l d h a v e
d r a i n e d t h a t t a n k l a s t t i m e ) .
H a v i n g m i s s e d t h e t i d e , w e
d e j e c t e d l y r e t u r n e d D e l p h i n a
t o h e r m o o r i n g a n d d r o v e t o
t h e E l e p h a n t .

I n o w h a d a p r o b l e m o t h o w
to get the boat to Cowes |
the Solent Race the follow".^
S a t u r d a y. I t o o k F r i d a y o f f a n d
a r r a n g e d t o s a i l t h e r e w i t h
a n o t h e r C h i c h e s t e r G a f f e r t h e
L o n a I I .

U n f o r t u n a t e l y, t h a t d a y m y
w i f e w a s a d m i t f e d t o h o s p i t a l
a n d I s a t d e j e c t e d l y i n a w a r d
w a t c h i n g t h e g o o d w e a t h e r
a n d w a i t i n g f o r h e r t o r e t u r n
f r o m t h e a t r e . M y o n l y
c o n s o l a t i o n w a s t h a t t h e l i g h t
a n d v a r i a b l e w i n d s d u r i n g t h e
r a c e w o u l d n o t h a v e s u i t e d
D e l p h i n a .

T h r e e w e e k s l a t e r , a n d m y
c r e w r e c o v e r e d , w e s e t o u t f o r

t h e Ya r m o u t h R a l l y a n d w h a t a s i g h t
t h e h a r b o u r w a s w i t h 2 5 g a f f e r s
s e e m i n g t o d o m i n a t e t h e h o r i z o n .
T h e p a s s a g e f r o m C h i c h e s t e r t o
Ya r m o u t h h a d b e e n g l o r i o u s t a k i n g
on ly th ree and aha l f hours due to a
b i g s p r i n g a n d a n o r t h e a s t #
However, the return passage gcR,
us aNE 5/6 on the nose aga ins t the
t i d e ( B r i t i s h S t e e l C h a l l e n g e - n o
t h a n k s ) .

)

(

T h e c o n t r a s t w a s

Needless to say, when we ar r ived
in Brest to set up, the structure and
f a c i l i t i e s w e r e n o t a s w e h a d b e e n
led to expec t bu t , w i th one amateur
a n d o n e p r o f e s s i o n a l b o a t b u i l d e r ,
a n d a c a r f u l l o f " j u s t i n c a s e " w e
a n d a l l t h e o t h e r s i n t h e " B r i t t a n y
Ser ies" Br i t i sh Pav i l i on coped , a ided
by t he Chasse Maree rep resen ta t i ve
Char les Reyton and h is w i fe .

The re was ag rea t camarade r i e i n
t h e t e n t a n d o f c o u r s e , a s w e w e r e

('-’II teetotallers celebrations were very/ k e y .
T h e r e w e r e m o m e n t s h o w e v e r ,

s u c h a s t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e F a l m o u t h
M a r i n e B a n d f o r g i n g i t s w a y d o w n
o u r j e t t y t h r o u g h t h e i m p e n e t r a b l e
c r o w d s l e d b y t h e C o r n i s h fl a g
d r e s s e d i n t h e u n i f o r m s o f G r e e k
s o l d i e r s , w h i t e s k i r t s , p o m - p o m m e d
t e e t t o b o o t . T h i s w a s t h e i r t h i r d
a p p e a r a n c e t h e fi r s t a s p i r a t e s , t h e
second as Engl ish soldiers and every
t ime aresound ing h i t w i th the loca ls .
I u n d e r s t a n d c o n d i t i o n o f e n t r y t o
th i s s ingu la r body o f pe rsons i s the
i n a b i l i t y t o p l a y a d r u m o r b l o w a
b u g l e , t h e i r s o l e i n s t r u m e n t s . T h e
r e s u l t w a s w o n d e r f u l .

De lph ina

W i t h a r e p a i r e d g e a r b o x a n d a
wife working in Brussels, I took aweek
o f f i n J u l y t o s a i l t h e b o a t s i n g l e
h a n d e d . B u t , w h i l s t I h a d s a i l e d s o l o
w i t h i n C h i c h e s t e r H a r b o u r I h a d
n e v e r b e e n t o s e a a l o n e .

A g r e a t w e e k w a s h a d w i t h i n t h e
c o n fi n e s o f t h e S o l e n t a n d a l o t o f

seamansh ip was p i cked up , such as
a n c h o r i n g s i n g l e h a n d e d u n d e r s a i l
(necess i t y due to b locked tue l p ipe )
and how to unwrap the s taysai l f rom
t h e c o l l a p s e d f o r e s t a y a f t e r a n
e m e r g e n c y g y b e ( I s t o o d o n t o o
l o n g ) .

M y w i t e a n d I t h e n d e c i d e d t o
t a k e a l a t e h o l i d a y d u r i n g O c t o b e r ,
c r u i s i n g a d e s e r t e d S o l e n t i n t h e
company of Tee Jay. The rendezvous
w a s p l a n n e d f o r t h e F o l l y I n n , a n d
then the de l igh ts o f Newtown Creek ,
Ya r m o u t h , B e a l i e u , B e m b r i d g e a n d
C h i c h e s t e r H a r b o u r w e r e e x p l o r e d
a t l e i s u r e .

The week was superb. No rushing
t o g e t a t i d a l g a t e ( u s u a l l y P o r t l a n d
o r A l d e r n e y a t 2 a m ) . N o l o n g s a i l s

F o l l o w i n g v a r i o u s w e e k e n d s a i l s ,
t h e n e x t m a i n e v e n t s w e r e t h e
B u r s l e d o n R e g a t t a a n d t h e S o l e n t
Race and Ra l l y, On the weekend o f
t h e B u r s l e d o n R e g a t t a , t h e f o r e c a s t
w a s f o r a n o r t h w e s t e r l y 4 / 5
i n c r e a s i n g s t o r m 9 l a t e r .
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a g a i n s t t h e w i n d t o a c h i e v e a
passage, Just Soient saiiing as it used
t o b e w i t h a r e a l i s a t i o n t h a t t h e r e ' s
K e y h a v e n , A s h l e t t C r e e k e t c . t o
e x p l o r e n e x t t i m e .

D e s p i t e t h e e m p t i n e s s o f t h e
S o l e n t , w e w e r e s t i l l h i t t w i c e w h i l s t
m o o r e d .

T h e fi r s t t i m e w e w e r e a s l e e p
m o o r e d a g a i n s t a p o n t o o n i n
Y a r m o u t h w h e n w e w e r e r u d e l y
a w o k e n b y a J o i n t S e r v i c e s V i c t o r i a
3 4 s t r i k i n g u s a m i d s h i p s . W e c a m e
o f f b e s t w i t h t w o l o o s e s t a n t i o n s a n d
a b e n t s h a c k l e b u t t h e V i c t o r i a w a s

m i s s i n g a l o t o f g e l c o a t .
)The second time was much more

f c x c i t i n g . W h i l s t m o o r e d o n a b u o y
w i t h Te e J a y o f f I t c h e n o r , w e w e r e
e n j o y i n g a G & T i n Te e J a y ' s s a l o o n
w h e n c o n v e r s a t i o n w a s b r o u g h t t o
an abrupt ha l t by an a lmighty crash.
G r a h a m a n d I l e a p t i n t o t h e c o c k p i t
t o fi n d a b o a t o n t h e e n d o f
D e l p h i n a ' s b o w s p r i t .

To b e p r e c i s e o u r b o w s p r i t w a s
through the s tarboard cabin s ide and
s t i c k i n g o u t o f t h e c o m p a n i o n w a y !

The vessel was eventual ly f reed f rom
u s a f t e r a n h o u r o f h a u l i n g h e r
b r o a d s i d e a g a i n s t t h e e b b .
T h a n k f u l l y, n o d a m a g e w a s d o n e t o
us or Tee Jay but the same could not
b e s a i d f o r t h e o t h e r b o a t w h i c h
a p p e a r e d t o h a v e m i s j u d g e d t h e
t i d e w h i l s t p a s s i n g b e t w e e n a t r o t o f
b u o y s .

A l l in a l l , desp i te eng ine fa i lu res ,
a b y s m a l w e a t h e r a n d c o l l i s i o n s , i t
w a s a m e m o r a b l e s e a s o n ' s g a f f e r i n g
w i t h m a n y d e l i g h t f u l a n d m e m o r a b l e
s a i l s .

●1

I f o n e a c h i e v e s j u s t o n c e i n a
s e a s o n a c o u p l e o f c o n s e c u t i v e d a y s
c l a s s i c s a i l i n g , w a k i n g u p t o t h e
s o u n d o f b i r d s i n N e w t o w n C r e e k

and going to bed with the sun setting
over Hurst Castle bathing the Shingles
Bank in bri l l iant orange, you can then
lay up your vesse l in the knowledge
that those pleasures wil l last with you
t h r o u g h t h e w i n t e r u n t i l o n c e a g a i n
y o u p i c k u p t h e fl a s h e s o f Q u e n a r d
Po in t l i gh thouse on the app roach to
the Race at the beginning of another
s e a s o n ' s g a f f e r i n g .

P e a c e a t P o r t R h u , D o u a r n e n e z

B res t ‘ 92 ’ Rev is i t ed Cjood l̂ ead
:BREST Classic Boat Seamanshipw

u o
92"h.

D a v i d C a d e

o .
.V by Martin Tregoning

Published by Adlard &Coles Nautical
THE firs t quest ion that many members wi l l ask, cast ing the i r eyes over the i r
bookshelf fi l led with treat ises by Worth, Hiscock, Cooke, Leather, et al , is " Is

;;re any need for another book on seamanship?", and if you have theseoks then you wi l l find l i t t le that 's new in Mart ins book.
H o w e v e r , m a n y o f t h e s e b o o k s a r e o u t o f p r i n t a n d h a r d t o fi n d a n d

t h a n k f u l l y m o r e a n d m o r e s e n s i b l e n e w b o o k s o n g a f f r i g a r e a v a i l a b l e
w h i c h m o r e a n d m o r e s e n s i b l e p e o p l e a r e b u y i n g s o f o r t h e s e n e w c o m e r s
to long keel boats, study of this book may wel l save them from some of the
nail bit ing situations that, in more spacious t imes, i t was good for the soul to
e x p e r i e n c e .

The book covers a l l the usua l fea tures f rom r igs to main tenance through
m a n o e u v r e s a n d e v e n d i s a s t e r s w i t h a g o o d m a n y p h o t o g r a p h s a n d l i n e
drawings to il lustrate the text. The book is not without errors, the most serious
be ing on page 82 , whe re one i s t o ld t o pu t t he he lm to l eeward to gybe .

P r i c e : £ 1 9 . 9 9

addressed by the organ isers but Iam
sure there must be an EC regulatic J

That was not all, for along the 5km^
o f q u a y a n d s h o r e l i n e w e r e v a r i o u s
e x h i b i t i o n a r e a s w i t h N a t i o n a l
P a v i l i o n s , b o a t b u i l d i n g , s o u v e n i r
s ta l l s , museums , r i gge rs , s ta t i c boa t
d i s p l a y s , a n a b s o l u t e l y f a s c i n a t i n g
B e l g i u m m o b i l e d a n c e b a r w i t h
B r e t o n d a n c i n g , l i f e b o a t e x h i b i t i o n
a n d t h e c o m p l e t e r a n g e o f F r e n c h
N a v a l a c t i v i t i e s .

N e a r l y i m p o s s i b l e t o t a k e i n y o u
s a y, w e l l w e h a v e n ' t s t a r t e d o n t h e
boa ts ye t wh ich ranged f rom square
riggers to 10ft lugsail dinghies and
e v e r y t h i n g i n b e t w e e n , i n c l u d i n g
g o n d o l a s , C l y d e p u f f e r s a n d

I T m u s t h a v e b e e n a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e
n i g h t m a r e - a l l t h o s e b o a t s ( o v e r
2 , 0 0 0 ) a n d a l l t h o s e v i s i t o r s ( o v e r 1 . 5
m i l l i on ) , a l l c rammed in to fou r days
i n t h e C o m m e r c i a l P o r t a r e a o f B r e s t ,
p lus the great bonus o f the h i ther to
prohibited naval dock known as the
P e n d r e d ,

N o w a d d t o t h a t , 1 . 5 k i l o m e t r e s o f
ba r, fou r huge open a i r s tages w i th
u n b e l i e v a b l e a m p l i fi c a t i o n f o r
shanty singers and nautical musicians
various, endless stal ls sel l ing kebabs,
s a u s a g e s o f u n k n o w n o r i g i n a n d
o t h e r s u n d r y c u l i n a r y d e l i g h t s a n d
y o u h a v e a s i n g u l a r l y i n t e r e s t i n g
p rob lem o f was te d i sposa l ,

p r o b l e m

I f o u n d t h e s t y l e a l i t t l e d i d a c t i c ( t e a c h e r l i k e ) a n d n o t a l w a y s a s c l e a r
and concise as it might be but all in all this book provides afair guide to the
newcomer and , w i t h t he use fu l g l ossa ry o f t e rms a t t he back , w i l l p rov ide
food fo r d i scuss ion and a rgument fo r a l l .

b a r e l yT h i s w a s H a r r i s A i f k e n
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Lone Wolf, Tee Jay and Young Alert \n background Dualing guitars -Nick Skeats and Dick Dawson

L o n e W o l f ’ s W e s t w a r d P r o w l
by Dick &Pot Dawson

A s t h e d a y w o r e o n , t h e b r e e z e
freshened and I fe l t that we might
just be able to get round the Bill and
c lose the shore by S t A lbans be fore
w e l o s t t h e fl o o d . H o w e v e r , t h e
b r e e z e f r e s h e n e d y e t m o r e a n d t h e
m i g h t y s p r i n g t i d e h a d o t h e r i d e a s .
W e d i d n ' t l o s e t h e t i d e u n t i l w e w e r e
only five mi les shor t o f the Needles.
By this time, with full sail still set to the
topsail and boomed out no, 1staysail
a n d a fi n e F o r c e 5 a s t e r n , e v e n a

('ing ebb in the Solent wasn't going, b o t h e r u s .

We wr iggled through the North
C h a n n e l a n d k e p t t o t h e m a i n l a n d
s h o r e a l l t h e w a y
g a f f c u t t e r w i t h
presents afa i r sai l area and we were
f u l l o f c o n fi d e n c e t h a t w e c o u l d
hang on to it, so we were moving
much faster than most other yachts
o u t t h a t d a y, t h e m a j o r i t y o f w h i c h
w e r e r e e f e d .

W e s a i l e d a l l t h e w a y u p t o
Bursledon, handing the topsail pretty
w e l l a t t h e l a s t m o m e n t , t o c o m e
a l o n g s i d e o u r m o o r i n g a t t h e
Elephant Boatyard just 29 hours after

d r o p p i n g t h e m o o r i n g i n F a l m o u t h .
Overall, the passage time was only
f a i r , b u t t h e l a s t 1 2 h o u r s m a d e f o r
o n e o f t h e f a s t e s t a n d m o s t
e x h i l a r a t i n g s a i l s I c a n r e m e m b e r.

We hadn't seen Tee Jay or raised
h e r o n t h e r a d i o f o r t h e w h o l e t r i p
a n d a s s u m e d t h a t s h e h a d p u t i n
somewhere on the way. So i t proved,
with Tee Jay arriving the next day
a f t e r a f a s t a n d b o i s t e r o u s s a i l f r o m
D a r t m o u t h .

In summary, the cruise was not of
t h e s a m e q u a l i t y o f t h o s e w e h a v e
had in previous years. In two weeks I
t h i n k I g o t i n t o s h o r t s t w i c e , a n d
s w i m m i n g w a s o u t o f t h e q u e s t i o n .
Never the less , we had some very
‘ood t imes and the sa i l back up the
lhannel final ly made up for the days

o f w i n d w a r d w o r k g e t t i n g t o
Fa lmouth in the fi rs t p lace .

O G A m e m b e r s r e a d a f a i r a m o u n t
a b o u t t h e p r e t t i e s t ( a n d a l m o s t t h e
fastest) l i t t le gaff cutter on the South
C o a s t i n a c c o u n t s o f o u r s u m m e r
c r u i s e s a n d S o l e n t A r e a e v e n t s .
H o w e v e r, m a n y m e m b e r s m a y k n o w
l i t t l e o f t h e b o a t , s o t h i s c r u i s e
a c c o u n t i s p r e c e d e d b y a p o t t e d
h is to ry.

Lone Wo l f was bu i l t by Ash ton &
K i l n e r i n P o o l e i n 1 9 0 7 . T h i s m a k e s h e r
t h e e l d e r s i s t e r t o t h e w e l l - k n o w n

y a w l I s e u l t b y t w o y e a r s , f o r b o t h
yach ts we re bu i l t i n t he same ya rd .
In 1911, Lone Wolf was bought by H
RCarson , who kep t he r i n Ya rmou th
loW until he parted with her in 1922.

C a r s o n d e s c r i b e s L o n e W o l f a s " a

7 . 5 t o n s q u a r e s t e r n e d P o o l e b u i l t
c u t t e r 2 6 . 4 f t o v e r a l l , 9 f t b e a m , 5 f t
d r a f t a n d w i t h a n e t r e g i s t e r e d
t o n n a g e o f 6 . 2 9 , S h e h a s a
m o d e r a t e l y r o u n d e d f o r e f o o t . A 3 h p
engine is fitted under the floor of the

w e l l d r i v i n g a s i d e p r o p e l l e r. S h e i s
snug ly canvassed , has ro l l e r reefing
to her ma insa i l and Wykeham-Mar t in
j i b f u r l i n g g e a r. "

In 1912 he shipped his sister. Beryl,
as crew and sailed up into the Baltic,
leav ing Lone Wol f over the w in ter^
C o p e n h a g e n . I n 1 9 1 3 t h l
c o n t i n u e d o n t o K r o n s t a d t a n d b a c k
t o C o w e s . I n 1 9 1 9 t h e y w e r e a w a y
a g a i n , t h i s t i m e d o w n t h r o u g h t h e
French canals in winter, reaching
t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n a t M a r s e i l l e s .
H a v i n g s p e n t t h e s e a s o n a s t h e
s m a l l e s t E n g l i s h y a c h t a t C a n n e s ,
they returned via Bordeaux, making
the i r Eng l i sh l and fa l l a t Da r tmou th ,

A f t e r C a r s o n , L o n e W o l f h a d a
number o f owners , no tab ly Joe Mew
o f b r e w e r y f a m e , w h o , k e p t h e r a t
Newport loW, Just before the Second
Wo r l d Wa r, L o n e Wo l f e m i g r a t e d t o
t h e E a s t C o a s t , w h e r e s h e r e m a i n e d
u n t i l w e r e s c u e d h e r f r o m s u c h

u p t h e S o l e n t . A
e v e r y t h i n g s e t
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A n t h o n y H e a d a t F a l m o u t h t o A n v i l
P o i n t i n 2 4 h o u r s , o n l y a r r i v i n g i n
Y a r m o u t h s o m e h o u r s l a t e r b e c a u s e

we were too early for the t ide at the
N e e d l e s .

s t range surroundings to br ing her
h o m e . F o r s o m e o f t h a t t i m e , s h e w a s
o w n e d b y E d g a r T r a y l e n , w h o k e p t
h e r a t W a l t o n B a c k w a t e r s a n d
l o v i n g l y c a r e d f o r h e r i n m o r e t h a n
20 years o f ownersh ip .

N e v e r t h e l e s s , i n 1 9 8 3 w h e n w e
first bought her, she was ai i t t ie t i red.
A f t e r s a i l i n g a v e r y f u l l s e a s o n , w e
l a i d h e r u p f o r a r e fi t , w h i c h r a n o n
unti l 1987, In that period we replaced
m u c h p l a n k i n g ( d a m a g e d o n l y b y
r e f a s t e n i n g a n d o v e r - c a u l k i n g ) a n d
a b o u t h a l f t h e f r a m e s . T h e s e w e r e
a lmost exclus ively destroyed by f resh
w a t e r , e i t h e r f r o m l e a k i n g w a t e r

irks or from deck leaks. Anumber
. / g r a v i n g p i e c e s w e r e l e t i n t o t h e

e l m k e e l , d a m a g e d b y e l e c t r o l y s i s .
A n e w s t e m w a s fi t t e d a n d m a j o r
r e p a i r s w e r e m a d e t o t h e t r a n s o m .
A l l s t e e l a n d i r o n w o r k w a s r e m o v e d .
T h e n e w fl o o r s w e r e m a d e o f i r o k o
i n s t e a d o f s t e e l a n d a l l f a s t e n i n g
w a s b r o n z e o r c o p p e r .

O n l y a t i n y a m o u n t o f o r i g i n a l
a c c o m m o d a t i o n w a s l e f t , w h i c h w e
i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o a b r a n d n e w
i n t e r i o r u s i n g p i t c h p i n e , t e a k a n d
maple to retain the feel of the period
i n w h i c h s h e w a s b u i l t . 1 9 8 7 s a w L o n e
W o l f a fl o a t a g a i n , r e - e n g i n e d , w i t h
c o m p l e t e l y r e f u r b i s h e d h u l l , a l m o s t
c o m p l e t e a c c o m m o d a t i o n b u t a
ra the r sc ra tch r i g . By 1988 work on
t h e a c c o m m o d a t i o n c e a s e d a n d i n
1989 we put in acomplete ly new r ig ,
r e p l a c i n g t h e m a s t a n d b o o m a n d
setting abrand new suit of sails by
S t e p h e n R a t s e y.

)lt was all rather arush to instal thewrig and we sailed for the 1989
Yacht ing Month ly C lass ic Yacht Ra l ly
i n B r i x h a m o n l y t w o d a y s a f t e r w e
r i g g e d t h e b o a t . M i r a c u l o u s l y o n l y
o n e m i n o r p r o b l e m o c c u r r e d o n t h e
w a y w e s t a n d w e r e v e l l e d i n t h e
power o f t he new r i g .

Each year s ince we have c ru ised
the Eng l i sh Channe l , f rom Ramsgate
t o F a l m o u t h a n d A l d e r n e y t o
P l o u m a n a c ' h . 1 9 8 9 , 9 0 a n d 9 1 w e r e
v in tage yea rs w i t h pe r fec t summers ,
suffer ing on ly f rom s l ight ly less wind
t h a n w e w o u l d h a v e l i k e d .
N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h a t , i n 1 9 8 9 L o n e
Wol f pu t in her bes t passage to our
m e m o r i e s , b r o a d r e a c h i n g f r o m S t

T h e r e w a s o n e e v e n t w e d i d n o t
want to miss before sail ing east again
- a n o t h e r 1 4 t h b i r t h d a y p a r t y . T h i s
o n e w a s f o r H a n n a h C u n l i f f e a n d
h e l d a b o a r d To m ' s P i l o t C u t t e r H i r f a .
Once again we sailed up the river Fal
a n d a n c h o r e d i n a c o n s i d e r a b l e fl e e t

just north of King Harry Ferry. Many of
t h e g u e s t s w e r e l o n g - t e r m o c e a n
cru is ing l i veaboards and , perhaps as
a c o n s e q u e n c e , t h e h o m e - m a d e
e n t e r t a i n m e n t w a s o f t h e h i g h e s t
q u a l i t y .

late fort ies, She is owned by George
B e c k e t , o t h e r m e m b e r s o f w h o s e
family in foreign parts own Bluejacket
a n d B o n i t a . W i t h G e o r g e a n d h i s
f a m i l y p r e s e n t , o u r c r u i s i n g g r o u p
w a s c o m p l e t e .

I l ike Falmouth. Carr ick Roads give
a m p l e s c o p e f o r m e s s i n g a b o u t i n
b o a t s , y o u c a n c h a n g e t h e s c e n e
by sailing to Mylor, Flushing, St Mawes
a n d m a n y o t h e r c h a r m i n g p l a c e s ,
a n d t h e r e i s g o o d c h e a p e a t i n g
a s h o r e ,

1 9 9 2 h a s n o t b e e n s u c h a g o o d
P e r s o n a l c i r c u m s t a n c e ss e a s o n

m a d e i t i m p o s s i b l e t o j o i n o u r fi r s t
S o l e n t O G A R a l l y o f t h e s e a s o n t o
G u e r n s e y a t S p r i n g B a n k H o l i d a y.
S i n c e t h e n t h e w e a t h e r h a s b e e n
f a i r l y u n r e m a r k a b l e s a v e f o r i t s
b e a s t l i n e s s . U n t i l o u r s u m m e r c r u i s e
i n A u g u s t , o u r w e e k e n d s a i l i n g w a s
c o n fi n e d t o t h e S o l e n t .

N i c k S k e a t s w a s a h i g h l i g h t ,
p lay ing h i s Marquesas -made uku le le ,
u n e v e n l y b a c k e d u p b y y o u r s t r u l v

h a v e a l w r

Perhaps best of all is the river Fal,
This deep water estuary is navigable
for some miles and its steep-to banks

heav i l y wooded. The sa i l i ng can
b e i n t e r e s t i n g , w i t h u n p r e d i c t a b l e
breezes, but it is quiet and charming,
w i t h a n u m b e r o f g o o d a n c h o r a g e s .
M a n y o c e a n g o i n g v e s s e l s l a i d u p
a fl o a t a d d f u r t h e r i n t e r e s t .

* W e s a i l e d f r o m B u r s l e d o n a t

midnight at the start of our cruise, in
c o m p a n y w i t h Te e J a y. S h e w i l l b e
f a m i l i a r t o m e m b e r s a s t h e g r e e n
ga f f cu t t e r t ha t does ex t r eme l y we l l
i n the So len t Race . I t i s she tha t makes
L o n e W o l f " a l m o s t " t h e f a s t e s t l i t t l e
c u t t e r o n t h e S o u t h C o a s t . 2 9 h o u r s
l a t e r w e m o o r e d u p i n D a r t m o u t h
a f t e r a p a r t i c u l a r l y u n p l e a s a n t
w i n d w a r d p a s s a g e o f Ly m e B a y,

H e a d i n g i n i t i a l l y f o r t h e i n s h o r e
p a s s a g e a r o u n d t h e B i l l ( a n e w
e x p e r i e n c e f o r m e , I l i k e s e a - r o o m )
t h e f r e s h S W b r e e z e f r e s h e n e d m o r e ,
to the po in t where we eased shee ts
a n d fl e w o f f fl a t r o u n d t h e S h a m b l e s
w i t h u n e a s y f e e l i n g s a b o u t h o w w e
w o u l d a d m i t t o f u n k i n g t h e i n s h o r e
p a s s a g e .

W e n e e d n o t h a v e w o r r i e d . L a t e r

w e f o u n d t h a t T e e J a y , h a v i n g
r o u n d e d t h e B i l l i n s h o r e , e n t e r e d
Br ixham at 0400, jus t when we were
t a c k i n g o f f B e r r y h e a d a n d s h a p i n g
f o r D a r t m o u t h , w h e r e w e m o o r e d a n
h o u r l a t e r . H o n o u r w a s t h u s s a t i s fi e d .

I n D a r t m o u t h , w e f e l l i n t o b a d
c o m p a n y w i t h Ta r B a b y. F o r t h o s e
not fami l iar wi th th is yacht , she is a
love l y 1939 35 f t N i cho l son des igned
and bui l t 3 /4 r igged Bermudan s loop,
l o v i n g l y t e n d e d a n d e x p e r t l y s a i l e d
by John and E l i zabe th Ung ley. The i r
c l a i m t o f a m e i s t h e q u a l i t y a n d
e x t e n t o f t h e i r h o s p i t a l i t y. S u f fi c e i t
to say that thei r daughter Port ia had
her 14th bi r thday the day we arr ived
i n D a r t m o u t h , w e s p e n t a m o s t
c o n v i v i a l d a y f a r u p t h e D a r t a t
D i t t i s h a m , w h i l s t t h e s o u ' w e s t e r
r o a r e d o v e r h e a d .

)p l a y i n g To m ' s g u i t a r,
b e e n k e e n o n g i v i n g p a r t i e s a fl o .
a n d L o n e W o l f h a s s e e n h e r s h a r e .
However, t he re ' s no th ing l i ke 50 f t o f
s o l i d b e a m y P i l o t C u t t e r t o p a m p e r
the guests with plenty of space and
c o m f o r t .

a r e

The fo l lowing day we had p lanned
t o s a i l f o r t h e S o l e n t , b u t c o n d i t i o n s
w e r e s o c o m p l e t e l y h o r r i b l e t h a t w e
o n c e a g a i n p i c k e d u p a m o o r i n g
b u o y o f f t h e R o y a l C o r n w a l l a n d
stayed another day. It did give us the
opportunity to go ashore and spend
some time with old friends in Flushing.
Ta r Baby t r i ed to shape acou rse fo r
F o w e y a n d w a s t e d n o t i m e i n
returning once they experienced the
c o n d i t i o n s o u t s i d e .

0745 the nex t day saw us sa i l i ng
o u t o f F a l m o u t h , a l l s a i l s e t t o t h e
topsai l . The sun peeped through f rom
t ime to t ime, but the wester ly breeze
w a s fl u k y. A s w e h a d l i t t l e t i m e t o
s p a r e , i t w a s i m p o r t a n t t o m a k e
various tidal gates and we mot |
s a i l e d f o r a f e w h o u r s t o r o u n d S t a r
P o i n t b y 2 1 0 0 . O n c e i n t o Ly m e B a y
w e s t o p p e d t h e e n g i n e a n d t r i c k l e d
along until the breeze began to fill in
a b o u t 0 4 0 0 .

At 0600, wi th Lone W/o/f creaming
along at about 5-6 knots, aschool of
seven porpoises joined us and played
a r o u n d t h e b o a t f o r 2 0 m i n u t e s o r
m o r e . S t a n d i n g o n t h e s t e m h e a d
wa tch ing t hem su rfing down the bow
wave, crossing and re-crossing just a
f r a c t i o n o f a n i n c h f r o m t h e c u t w a t e r
a n d p e r f o r m i n g t h e m o s t a m a z i n g
a c r o b a t i c s w a s a n e x p e r i e n c e t o
r e m e m b e r .

W e w e n t u p t h e F a l o n t h e
f o l l o w i n g d a y, h o p i n g t o e a t a t o n e
o f t he r i ve r s i de pubs . Hav ing spen t
t h e a f t e r n o o n o n t h e a n c h o r a f t e r a
relaxing lunch on board, we had to
return to Mylor to find somewhere to
e a t . E v e n t h e r e s t a u r a n t w a s c l o s e d ,
s o w e m a r c h e d o v e r t h e h i l l t o
F l u s h i n g b e f o r e d i n i n g i n a f r i e n d l y
p u b .

W e s p e n t t h e n e x t d a y i n t h e
H e l f o r d R i v e r, a n c h o r i n g i n H e l f o r d
P a s s a g e . H e l f o r d i t s e l f i s c h a r m i n g
a n d w e m a d e u s e o f t h e v e r y fi n e
S h i p w r i g h t s A r m s f o r l u n c h a n d
d inne r. We p lanned to spend l onge r
in the Hel ford and explore the r iver,
but the weather was clearly up to no
g o o d , s o t h e n e x t m o r n i n g w e r a n
b a c k t o F a l m o u t h ,

»

O n c e a g a i n , w e w e r e f o o l e d b y
f r e a k i s h b r e e z e s i n t h e r i v e r. T h i s t i m e ,
t h e

c o n s i d e r a b l y b r i s k e r t h a n w e h a d
ant ic ipa ted . We roared ou t under a l l
p l a i n s a i l , i n c o n d i t i o n s t h a t w o u l d
h a v e b e e n e a s i e r w i t h a r e e f a n d a
s m a l l e r j i b a n d s t a y a i l . H o w e v e r ,
C a r r i c k R o a d s w e r e o n l y fi v e m i l e s
d is tan t and the sun was sh in ing , so
w e h e l d o n t o i t a l l a n d c r e a m e d o u r
w a y b a c k t o F a l m o u t h . N o t h i n g
c a r r i e d a w a y a n d w e w e r e b a c k
r e m a r k a b l y q u i c k l y.

c o n d i t i o n s o u t s i d e w e r e
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but never did manage to
change up to the larger

T h e f o l l o w i n g d a y s a w
t h e F a l m o u t h C l a s s i c
f e e d e r r a c e f r o m F o w e y .
A l t h o u g h t h e r e w a s a f a i r
b r e e z e a t t h e s t a r t , a s t h e
d a y w o r e o n i t f e l l v e r y
l igh t . F lowever, we weren ' t
c o m p l a i n i n g , a s t h e s u n
was shin ing and what l i t t le
b r e e z e t h e r e w a s , w a s n o t
f r o m a h e a d . T h e fl e e t w a s
v e r y m i x e d a n d i n c l u d e d
s o m e q u i t e s p e c t a c u l a r
y a c h t s , i n c l u d i n g P e n
D u i c k , E r i c Ta b a r l y ' s t u r n
of the century Fife racing
■ a c h t .

j i b .

I t was ve ry rough and
we had forgotten (!) to r ig
o u r t e m p o r a r y l i f e l i n e s -
L o n e W o l f h a s n o
p e r m a n e n t o n e s . S o w e
s l o g g e d
u n c o m f o r t a b l y ,
u n p l e a s a n t l y c l o s e t o t h e
g u n s fi r i n g o v e r h e a d a t
t h e W e m b u r y R a n g e . B y
1750 sh ipp ing fo recas t
t ime, fed up with being
h a r d o n t h e w i n d , w e
tacked o f f sho re by Lod f
I s l a n d , f r e e d o f f
m a d e s o m e t e a . T h e

f e e l i n g r e s u l t i n g
p u t t i n g t h e w i n d a l m o s t
o n t h e b e a m w a s a m p l y
r e w a r d e d b y t e a , c a k e
and dry s ide decks .

O u r a p p r o a c h t o
F o w e y w a s c o m i c a l . I h a d
planned to crash in to the
e n t r a n c e h a r d o n t h e
wind, f ree off up the r iver
a n d r o u n d u p i n a r o a r o f
fl o g g i n g c a n v a s t o t h e
a m a z e d a n d a d m i r i n g
gaze o f a l l . Unfor tunate ly,
t h e l a s t fi v e m i l e s w e r e i n
v is ib i l i ty of about 1/4 mi le
a n d t h e w i n d d i e d

c o m p l e t e l y
e n t r a n c e .

I c o u l d n ' t e v e n p l e a d
a d v e r s e c o n d i t i o n s , o . s
t h e s u n c a m e o u t a s w
e n t e r e d t h e r i v e r ,
m o o r e d a l o n g s i d e T a r

B a b y a n d T e e J a y a n d r e p a i r e d
immedia te ly ashore fo r ap leasant
evening, first ly at the Fowey Gal lants,
an amaz ing ly f r iend ly c lub , and la te r
a t S a m ' s r e s t a u r a n t w h e r e w e h a d a
b o i s t e r o u s l y g o o d t i m e .

T h e n e x t d a y w a s l e i s u r e l y. Ta r
Baby and Tee Jay entered asail past
a n d c o n c o u r s d ' e l e g a n c e w h i c h
i n c l u d e d a g o o d p a r t o f t h e fl e e t
b o u n d f o r t h e F a l m o u t h c l a s s i c s .
Despite the lack of wind in the r iver,
it made afine sight from the balcony
of the Roya l Fowey.

o n

r

( O n c e Ta b a r l y g o t b o r e d
w i t h p u t t i n g F r e n c h
y a c h t i n g o n t h e m a p a n d
r e d e s i g n i n g t h e c o n c e p t
o f l o n g d i s t a n c e o c e a n
r a c e r s , h e q u i t e n a t u r a l l y
r e v e r t e d t o t h e o n l y
s e n s i b l e r i g f o r a y a c h t -
t h e g a f f c u t t e r. P e n D u i c k
c a r r i e s a c l o u d o f c a n v a s
and in virtually no wind she
t a c k e d d o w n w i n d t o a
m o s t c o n v i n c i n g v i c t o r y.

g u i l t y
f r o m
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I

A n o t h e r i m p r e s s i v e
y a c h t t a k i n g p a r t w a s
Ti g r i s , d e s i g n e d b y M y i n e
and of about the same age
a s P e n D u i c k . S h e i s a l s o
b e a u t i f u l l y r e s t o r e d , b u t
s a i l e d w i t h a n e x c e s s o f
e n t h u s i a s m .

m m
I

A '
t h en

■;:! ’lit-
V ' ^ '■A s i l l y l u f fi n g i n c i d e n t

a f f e c t e d u s d i r e c t l y a n d
d a m a g e

P e n D u i c k

^ m e

j u s e d b y h e r i n s i s t e n c e
on right of way at the start
o f t h e F a l m o u t h C l a s s i c s
r a c e . W h e n h e r h e l m s m a n l e a r n s t h a t
care is required in racing in and with
u n i q u e a n d i r r e p l a c e a b l e c r a f t , i t
will be adelight to have Tigris in our
r a c e s .

( w a s

Tigris
*

Te e J a y j o i n e d u s f r o m B r i x h a m
a n d a l l t h r e e b o a t s s a i l e d f r o m
N e w t o n F e r r e r s . A n o t h e r f a i r l y
u n p l e a s a n t t u r n t o w i n d w a r d e n s u e d ,
w i t h a l u m p y s e a o f f S t a r P o i n t , b u t
improv ing as the a f te rnoon wore on .

T h e f o l l o w i n g d a y , w e l l r e e f e d
down, we sa i led fo r Fowey. Freak ish
w i n d c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e r i v e r f o o l e d u s
a n d w e f o u n d t h a t o n c e o u t s i d e , w e
w e r e u n d e r c a n v a s s e d f o r t h e v e r y
c o n f u s e d s e a a n d m o d e r a t e b r e e z e .
We shook the reef out s t ra ight away.

a n d w e g r o p e d o u r w a y a c r o s s t h e
l i n e j u s t b e f o r e t h e t i m e l i m i t .
I m p o r t a n t l y , w e w e r e a h e a d o f
Redwing, avery fast Albert Strange
yawl, regarded as one of the scratch
b o a t s l o c a l l y.

On returning to the mooring, we
were delighted to see Young Alert
sailing in. She had preceded us by a
week and fai led to get to the Scil l ies
as planned and was returning from
Penzance . Young A le r t i s an 1860 ' s
SolentSmack, originally
w h i c h w a s c o m p l e t e l y

A f t e r e n j o y a b l e
undistinguished race, we picked up
a m o o r i n g b u o y o f f t h e R o y a l
C o r n w a l l . T h e F a l m o u t h C l a s s i c s r a c e
t o o k p l a c e t h e n e x t d a y a n d w e
entered it aboard Tee Jay, leaving
Lone Wolf on the mooring. Not only
was there no wind, but th ick fog
f o r m e d t o w a r d s t h e e n d o f t h e r a c e

b u ta n

n a m e d A l e r t ,
r e b u i l t i n t h e

- A -A


