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'Jade"(built 1907) and helpers (slightly younger) at the 1985 East Coast Boat
Show at Ipswich.
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' B e n b e c u l a " s h o w s a d e a n b o t t o m - S o l e n t R a c e 1 9 8 5 .

Baw ley "He len and Vio le t " (Bu i l t 1906) w i th topmas t housed in th i s yea r ' s
E a s t C o a s t R a c e .

Published by, and copyright of, the Old Gaffers Association, Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye,
Sussex. Printed by: LITHOWEB LIMITED, Rye, Sussex, England. N e w s l e t t e r 1 9 8 5 / 3



M A H A L - O y s t e r m a n 1 6 G . R . P. g a f f
s loop. Bu i l t 1981 by R ivers ide Products ,
Falmouth. Inboard Vire 7h.p. engine, 2
b e r t h s , c o o k e r a n d s e a t o i l e t A fl o a t a n d
lying Dartmouth. Price£3995. Telephone
D a r t m o u t h 3 8 8 0 .

O L D G A F F E R S A S S O C I A T I O N

ROBERT S IMPER,
Sluice Cottage, Ramsholt Woodbridge, Suffolk (0394) 411273

Bill Brown,
Wheal Cock, Porkellis, Helston, Cornwall TR13 OJS (0326) 40198

Dav id Cade,
Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye, Sussex TN31 7NT (0797) 223040

Dick and Pat Dawson,
10 Hartscroft, Linton Glade, Croydon, Surrey CRO 9LA (01 657 0498)

P r e s i d e n t ;

H o n . T r e a s u r e r a n d

Membership Secretary:

N e w s l e t t e r E d i t o r :

V

OLD GAFFER -No! Young Gunter -Yes!
21'9' Drascombe Longboat Bui! t str ip
p lank U t i l e . As tu rdy, s tab le , fami l y day -
boat wi th cuddy. Some re-decking need¬
e d s o o n l y £ 7 5 0 . A 2 w h e e l b r e a k b a c k
t r a i l e r w i t h b r a k e s a n d w i n c h t o s u i t

l ongboa t o r s im i la r i n as new cond i t i on

£̂ 00. Stubbington (0329) 665445.

Boat Register:
H

O . G . A . O F F I C I A L A D D R E S S : c / o W h e a l C o c k , P o r k e l l i s , H e l s t o n , C o r n w a l l T R 1 3 O J S ,

%A R E A S E C R E T A R I E S A N D R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

N o r t h E a s t

D. Bosomworth, 18 Briar Avenue, Whitley Bay, Tyne and Wear. 091 2522071

Eas t Coas t :
J.R. Wainwright, Port View, New Road, Mistley, Nr. Manningtree, Essex. 020639 3537

Cinque Ports;
D.J. Cade, Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye, Sussex, 0797 223040

S o l e n t :
S.G. Bayliss, 135 Peperharow Road, Godaiming, Surrey. 04868 28652

S o u t h W e s t :

P. Heighway, 9Duke Street, Dartmouth, S. Devon. 080422 287

C o r n w a l l :
Mrs. H. Aitken, 21 St. Peters Way, Porthleven, Helston, Cornwall. 03265 3728

B r i s t o l C h a n n e l :
M.E. White, 80 Kilmersdon Road, Haydon, Radstock, Bath, Somerset. 0761 32237

N o r t h Wa l e s :
D.A. Caton, Moss Towers, 30-32 Greenfield Road, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. (0492) 30520

Clyde:
W.R. Courtney, 30 Millig Street, Helensburgh, Dunbartonshire, Scotland. 0436 6900

F r a n c e :
Daniel Mitre, La Fleurais, 44130 Fay de Bretagne.

Germany and Belgium:
Alexander Nurnberg, Bleickenallee 8, 2000 Hamburg 50, W. Germany.

C . G . A . o f U . S . A . :

Leonard G. Kavanagh, 88 Lenox Road, Nahant, MA 01908, U.S.A.

C . G . A , , Va n c o u v e r :
Peter M. Heibery, 2445 West 7th Avenue, Vancouver B.C., Canada,

/
M a h a l

WILFUL (530) 30' x28' x8.6' x5.9' Gaff
cutter designed and built by C. Sibbick of
Cowes in 1899. Pitch pine on oak and
Canadian rock elm, teak deck, copper
f a s t e n e d . G o o d s a i l s . 4 b e r t h s . A s h o r e

near St. Malo. Needs new engine and
ground tackle hence price £6500. J.
W a r d - H a y n e , 1 r u e d u J e r z u a l , 2 2 1 0 0
Dinan, France.

. y

W i l f u l

..IsOCIATION STOCK LIST
U . K . O V E R S E A S

£ 8 . 5 0
£ 8 . 0 0
£ 7 . 5 0
£ 6 . 5 0
£ 4 . 5 0
£ 3 . 2 5
£ 1 . 6 5

M e m b e r s h i p F l a g s

B u r g e e s

/ / £ 8 . 2 5
£ 7 . 7 5
£ 7 . 1 5
£ 6 . 2 5
£ 4 . 2 5
£ 3 . 0 0
£ 1 . 5 0

1 8C

1 2 / /

3 6 / /

2 4 I I

1 8 I I

Ties (Multi-motif)
Brooches (pin type)

C a r s t i c k e r
Pr i ces inc lude pos tage and pack ing -sur face ma i l fo r overseas .
P l e a s e a d d r e s s o r d e r s , w i t h c h e q u e s o r p o s t a l o r d e r s m a d e o u t t o : T h e O l d G a f f e r s
Association, and if possible an addressed label for despatch to:

Mrs . B .V. BROWN, Wheal Cock , Porke l l i s , He ls ton , Cornwal l . TR13 OJS.
Orders will not be despatched until payment has been received.

40 p 50 p

O . G . A , W e s t e r n A u s t r a l i a
Frank D. Marchant, P.O. Box 111, Claremont 6010, Western Austral ia. I

1



nB O AT B U I L D I N G AT W E S T D E A N C O L L E G E

I2 - 6 J A N U A R Y C o u r s e N o . 4 D 2
Residential or Day

A N E W C O U R S E I N T R A D I T I O N A L T E C H N I Q U E S
T U T O R - B O B F O R S Y T H

IAn experienced boatbuilder, he hopes to include:
planking repair(clinker& carvel) spiling methods; steaming &bending timbers; planking &
mast hoops; caulking; fastening; timber selection, seasoning &presevation; spar making.

WEST DEAN COLLEGE, WEST DEAN, CHICHESTER, WEST SUSSEX P018 OQZ
Telephone: Singleton 301 (STD 0243-63)

A D V E R T I S E M E N T S

( %

All advertisements are published in good faith and, subject to editing, as received from
contributors but we cannot guarantee or accept responsibility for their accuracy.

P R E S E N T A T I O N T O M I R I A M S C A R L E T TB O A T S F O R S A L E

It is appropriate to start this newsletterwith the photograph above of our President Robert
Simper presenting acarriage clock, mounted on avery attractive mahogany base with an
engraved plate, to Miriam Scarlett. This was given by the Association to mark the 21 years
of enthusiasm and dedication which John put in to found and raise the O.G.A. and which
w e a l l k n o w w o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t M i m ' s e n o r m o u s c o n t r i b u t i o n a n d
support. The gift was chosen and organised by ourTreasurer Bill Brown who unfortunately
could not be present at the ceremony which was on aThursday evening in the Little Ship
Club at Maldon -where it all began.

E D I T O R I A L C O M M E N T

S i n c e t h e s t a r t o f t h e n e w f o r m a t n e w s ¬
letter Ihave had many letters from mem¬
bers -happi ly most ly wel l sat isfied. There
h a v e b e e n m a n y s u g g e s t i o n s a n d a f e w
crit icisms. Two things are absolutely
clear from these, one that you want as
much i l lustration as possible and two that
you wou ld l i ke t o r ead mo re abou t t he
*' '^ats than have lengthy reports on races

(Jrallies. Ihave said that it will take a
yearto iron out the problems and to make
the best use of the 20 sides (the most we
can afford) which we have available. So
that everyone is in the picture Ilist as
follows the material we must print as part
o f t h e O . G . A . r e c o r d :

Ail these matters, in fact, fill over half the
n e w s l e t t e r e a c h t i m e . W h a t I w o u l d l i k e

to encourage are:-

1. More technical articles e.g. Topsails,
Rigs and Rigging, Sparmaking, Fasten¬
ings, Boat types, traditional Dinghies and
o t h e r s .
2 . M o r e n o t e s f r o m a l l r o u n d t h e c o a s t
and abroad to tell of people and boats and
visi tors. Just snippets of information -any
m e m b e r c o u l d s e n d t h e m i n a n d i t n e e d

not be only about members boats, we are
surely interested in Gaff Rig wherever it
is. (And they are all potential members).

T h e B o a t s f o r S a l e s e c t i o n i s o n e o f t h e
most popu la r fea tu res o f our news le t te r
a n d I e n d e a v o u r t o i l l u s t r a t e w h e r e r o o m
p e r m i t s a n d w h e r e I c a n fi n d a s u i t a b l e
photo in the collection or if one is sent in
w i t h t h e a d v e r t .

The Cover picture with the boat's history
is perhaps most popular of all but Ido
n e e d y o u t o c o n t r i b u t e t h e i n f o r m a t i o n
and photos .

FREYA II (647) Reg. Gaff Cutter 32' x27' x4'6". Built by Kidby of Brightlingsea in 1898 of
pitchpine on oak. Lead keel, Sabb 10hp diesel. 4berths, full inventory. Agood sailing bo"*-
which has been in present ownership for 25 years. £9000. Telephone Keith HudsI
W i n c h e s t e r 6 9 2 0 8 .

I

MARTLET (692) 27' x26' x8'7" x5'10" built by Uphams of Brixham in 1936 of pitchpine
on oak. Thornycroft Handybiily. Large inventory including 10'6" inflatable dinghy. Good
condition £7000 o.n.o. R.A. James, 52 Denys Road, Totnes, Devon. Phone 0803 863947.

DAYSPRING Plymouth Hooker31' LOA built 1893 by Tom Pearce of East Looe. 3jibs,
main and topsail. Petter 14 h.p. mini twin. Lovely boat fast and exciting to sail. £3000 for
quick sale. R. Elliot-Pyle, Hoath Farm Cottage, Mountfield, Robertsbridge, Sussex.
Tel.(0580) 880834 or 880790 (work).

PLAYMATE Gaff topsail cutter 30' x9'10" x4' -F C.B. Built T. Musselwhite of Poole in
1908. Fast and comfortable, large all new sail wardrobe. 1st in Class Iin 1984 E.C. Race.
For details apply J.A. Essam, 1Roding Close, Great Wakering, Essex. Telephone 0702
2 1 7 0 8 8 .

a) A.G.M. notices, agenda, minutes and
r e p o r t s ,
b) Notices of Area Meetings, rallies, races
a n d a n n u a l a r e a r a c e r e s u l t s ,
c) Officers, Secretaries and Overseas re¬
presentat ives o f the O.G.A.
d) Reports of all area activities,
e) Financial matters and membership
d e t a i l s .
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s tone we cou ld see the Cock ie r, Avo la ,
Jubi lee and My Quest beat ing across the
river. Whilst we could so little to stop the
big boats drawing away from us, we were
gaining on some of the smaller ones,
although My Quest seemed to have an
u n a s s a i l a b l e l e a d .

T h e n e v e r y t h i n g s t a r t e d t o g o w r o n g .
Keen to take advantage of afavourable
windshift along the Essex shore, the
cockier ploughed into the mud, shortly
followed by Skua, the Colin Archer, Noor-
derzon went slightly out of the channel
o f f W r a b n e s s , a n d t o o k t o t h e p u t t y ,
w h i l s t a s i m i l a r f a t e b e f e l l G o l d e n P l o v e r
shortly after overtaking us. But Chittabob

Jpite her deep draft kept both agoodeze and agood line in the channel,
u n l i k e t h e S m a c k Q u i z w i t h t w o l o c a l s o n
board which grounded off Holbrook on
t h e S u f f o l k s i d e . Av o l a g r o u n d e d n e x t ,
followed by Colin Archer Scalloway, but
worst luck befe l l My Quest aquarter-mi le
off Mistley whilst well in the lead. Ifelt
awful, for clearly Deva was casting one of
her spells for which she used to be well
known on the opposition. Lying third now
she only needed acouple of shots of
black majic to pick off Jubilee and Chitta¬
bob, who were both on suspect courses.
Fortunately the Mist ley dredger had been
doing some useful work alongside the
channe l , and a l l owed Ch i t t abob to t ake
the Thorn Trophy in style, followed by the
D e b e n 4 t o n n e r J u b i l e e .

Many of the boats managed to lift off on
the rising tide after we had passed with¬
out resorting to engines. However, the
c o m m i t t e e b o a t w a s s t i l l n o t o n s t a t i o n t o

welcome them, having run aground her¬
s e l f e n r o u t e !

V te r moor ing a t M is t l ey and Mann ing -
quays, we al l adjourned to the Stour

Sailing Club, where we had another bar-
beque, some Adnams, prize giving by the

C o m m o d o r e W i l f P e e k e a n d s o m e m o r e
A d n a m s .

R e s u l t s w e r e a s f o l l o w s -
P o s i t i o n

W e a r e a l l m e m b e r s b e c a u s e w e l o v e

the rig and the boats that go with it. In
order to promote the rig we must project
ourselves and increase our membership.
If we do this we shall have more money to
provide better reading and produce a
really up-to-date register and even an
annua l membe rsh ip book .

What has brought this on you may ask,
well it was hearing from Bill Brown that a
W E L C O M E T O T H E F O L L O W I N G N E W M E M B E R S

large number of you have not returned
banker's orders or paid the increased sub¬
scription and the last thing we want is to
have to write you off. We, in the hot seats,
are anxious to give you some value forthe
increase (although the annual subscrip¬
tion at £6.50 is less than the pr ice of a
bottle of Scotch) and to do so we need
you all .

C h i t t a b o b I V
J u b i l e e
D e v a
A l i c e & F l o r a y

T h o r n T r o p h y
1 s t P r i z e
2 n d P r i z e
C o x s w a i n B o a t s

" D e v a " T r o p h y
1St working Boat
(she freighted the
beer)
3 r d P r i z e

1
2
3
4

5 Scal loway
6 Avo la
C l a s s I I I r a c e

1 Miss Anything Thorn Open
B o a ts Tr o p h y

My special thanks go to all those who
helped including Dick Patterson forbeing
OOD. Dave Warner for ferrying the ding¬
hies and running the Barbeque, Stour
Sailing Club and my Wife Margaret.
Postscript: Clearly Iam not avery popular
Sec re ta ry a t t he momen t I can on l y
apologize to all those who had the Igno¬
miny of finishing their race on the mud
after all the hastle of weathering gales to
attend the ral ly. Indeed it was the strong
w i n d w h i c h c a u s e d a l l t h e t r o u b l e s b y
keeping the tide from making as quickly
as it should have, and pushing the boats
round the cou rse too fas t Un fo r tuna te l y
o n t h e S t o u r a b o v e W r a b n e s s a l e a d l i n e
o r a n e c h o - s o u n d e r a r e o f l i t t l e u s e . I f I t

starts to shoal you are on the putty. What
you have to look for are the seagulls. If
they are standing ratherthan swimming it
is time to go about You also have to
imagine you are taking the course of a
merchant ship when navigating between
buoys to establish the line of the deep
w a t e r c h a n n e l .

Ithink perhaps next year we will finish
t h e r a c e a t W r a b n e s s !

Michael &Judy Adda, The White Cottage, East Boldre, Nr. Beaulieu, Hants.
C O R N I S H C R A B B E R 1 4 2 8

Paul R.Bedwell, 3Roman Way, Dibden Purlieu, Hythe, Southampton, Hants. S04 5RP.
A C E I T U N A 6 . « .
F A S H I O N n I

B E N B E C U L A 1 0 9 o

' ■ i

Philip R. Blower, 71 Olive Avenue, Leigh on Sea, Essex SS9 3PU.
R.M. Bowker, White Walls, Harbour Way, Old Bosham, Sussex P018 8QH.
Paul J.J. Brinson, Swatchways, Promenade, Maylandsea, Chelmsford, Essex CM3 6AR.

D U N L I N 1 7 2
Brian Clayden, Down Westwick, Bradwell on Sea, Southminster, Essex CMO 7QZ.

B O Y M A R T I N 7 0
P O L L Y P I S C E S 1 3 2 7Brian Deane, 71 Hurst Lane, East Molesey, Surrey KT8 9DZ.

Philip Edmett, 14 Finedon Road, Burton Latimer, Northants. NN15 5QB.
Brian Charles Elliott, 4Holly Court, Theatre Street, Swaffham, Norfolk.
M.J. Foale, 1Courtlands Close, Sanderstead, Surrey CR2 OLR.
Edward Halsall, Park Farm, Ardleigh, Colchester, Essex C07 7SR.
B r i a n H a m m e t t , W r e n s P a r k , C h e l m s f o r d R o a d , B l a c k m o r e , E s s e x .
Chris M. Hedger, Cliff Cottage, Jeffreyston, Kilgetty, Dyfed.
Stephen Hetherington, 174 Oxford Road, Windsor, Berks.
Mrs. Stephanie Hunt, S.B. Goede Werwachting, Purifier Wharf, Flood Lane, Faversham, Kent.

S A N D I A 1 2 3 4

W I N K L E 2 1 4 4

N A T I V E 1 5 0 1

B L A C K W A T E R 1 2 6 1
J A N E T 1 1 1 2 2 9

A R I E L 1 2 6 8

T W O S I S T E R S 1 2 0 4
B I L A N B I L 1 3 0 5

Dr. Gordon McLaren, 4Grange Court, North Grange Mount, Headingley, Leeds LS6 2BZ.
A D A M A R Y 1 2 4 1

C H A R L O T T E M A Y 1 2 " " v

DOLFIJN 11 I
J U N O 1 2 4 5

J U A N I T A 2 0 3 9
T R I X I E 2 1 2 5

A J A X 7 6 3
S H I R E E N 1 9

T R E S C O L A S S 1 2 3 3

P E R T L E W 1 2 7 7

A V O L A 1 2 4 2
S T E L L A M A R I S 1 2 4 8
W I N D F L O W E R 11 0 1

H . W. J e r v i s , T h e L i t t l e H a v e n , C a s t l e R o a d , Ve n t n o r, 1 . 0 . W. P 0 3 8 1 L G .
Steve Johnson, Houseboat Mulroy, Coast Road, West Mersea, Essex.
Michael Jones, Pennycomequick, Smithick Hill, Falmouth.
R.J. Leaman, La Petite Maison, Ville Amphrey, St. Martin's, Guernsey, C.l.
Christopher Libby, 39 Cogos Park, Mylor Bridge, Falmouth, Cornwall.
H.A. Lucas, N.B. "Greenshank”, The Bristol Packet, Wapping Wharf, Bristol.
M i s s C l a r e M a c k e n z i e , 1 T h e O r c h a r d , B l a c k h e a t h , L o n d o n S E 3 O Q U .

V.L.A. Maniez, Westfield Cottage, Beckley, Rye TN31 6RG.
John GMitchell, Dolfijn, c/o The Butt &Oyster, Pin Mill, Nr. Ipswich, Suffolk.
Geoffrey W. Nockolds, Spencer Cottage, Upham, Southampton, Hants. S03 1JD.
Tony F. Rendell, 18 Warren Road, Kingsbridge, Devon TQ7 1LB.
Steve Renvoize, 3Alexandra Road, Kingston, Surrey.
Peter A.J. Scott, 13 Turpin House, Brownsover, Rugby, Warks. CV21 1LZ.
Alan K. Smellie, 11 Charlotte Square, Edinburgh.
Andrew H. Storey, 29 Craneswater Avenue, Southsea, Portsmouth, Hants.
Malcolm G. Streeter, 27 South Road, Drayton, Hants. P08 1QB.
O . C . S . S w a n n , 3 1 A i r e d a l e A v e n u e , L o n d o n W 4 2 N W.
C.R. Taylor, 10 Brickhouse Close, West Mersea, Essex.

if

J o n W a i n w r i g h t
B O O K S

There are two new books from Nautical Books due to be published laterthis month, both of
which would make excellent Christmas presents. One is another of those wonderful
collections of Mike Peyton's cartoons and the otheris by Libby Purves and Paul Heiney and
is titled The Sailing VVeek-End Book. More about this in the next issue.

G A N N E T 2 2 3 7

H U S H 1 3 0 9
Malcolm J. Ward, Half Moon House, 129 The Street, Black Notley, Braintree, Essex CM7 8LL.

A L B I O N 1 2 4 4

Bowker &Bertram Ltd. publish The Channel Handbooks and many other titles including
Make your own Sails by R.M. Bowker &S. A. Budd, The Riddle of the Sands (£8.95) and For
the Term of His Natural Life by Marcus Clarke first published in 1874. This is about the
transportation of criminals to Australia and compelling reading (£10.95). Also abook about
Capt. Bligh of the Bounty -the true story compiled by R.M. Bowker with the aid of Bligh's
official log (£11.95). Available from the publishers at Witewalls, Harbour Way, Old
Bosham, Chichester, Sussex P018 8QH. Add 75p for postage.

John J. White, Mill Cottage, The Strood, Peldron, Colchester, Essex.

T H E B O A T R E G I S T E R

Many thanks to those who responded to our pleas in the last newsletter for the return of
Boat Register Forms. We have converted the register to acard index to make it easier to
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make additions. In many ways this proved to be amundane task but at regular intervals it
was relieved by coming across boats we know well or ones that have afamous history. As
we worked our way through we began to realise just how many East Coast Smacks built by
Aldous around the turn of the century and yachts built by David Hillyard in the 1920s and
30s still survive. Our yacht 'Lone Wolf, whose keel was laid in 1905, is amere youngster
compared to many boats in the register such as 'Foam' built in 1878. This extremely pretty
yacht with ascratch rig and without her topmast showed most of the fleet at this year's
Brighton race her attractive counter.

Equally interesting are the many new boats. Some successfully combine old designs with
modern mater ials and techniques. Anyone who has had the chance to look at boats l ike
'Content of Leigh' will know what we mean. The hull, based on the design of 'Dyarchy', is
ferrocement the rest is traditional and built to avery high standard. She is rigged as a
ketch. Others, despite the cost of good timber, are traditional in all respects. 'Jann' was
launched last year. She is carvel, built of larch planking on larch sawn frames. She is based
on Slocum's 'Spray', reduced by a1/3 and given atransom rather than acounter stern. Like
'Content of Leigh' she was built by her owner.
(jspite our efforts, many of our cards are incomplete and we find ourselves wondering
aoout some of these boats. For example, 'White Mouse' O.G.A. No. 604, acutter was built
in Southampton in 1892. Was she awork boat, agentleman's day yacht orsomething more
grand? Is she still in existence? Then there is'Dena' O.G.A. No. 304. All we have for her is a
T(H)CF of .833, so presumably she must have joined in at least one Old Gaffers race. There
are eight boats that appear only as aname and an O.G.A. number. They are:-

K a n a l o a N o . 2 4 2 M a r i e L o u i s e o f C o o m b e N o . 6 3 8 O d d i t y N o . 4 4 7 P e t r e l N o .
1 0 R e v e r i e N o . 7 5 5 S o r c e r e s s N o . 2 7 U b i q u e N o . 1 0 4 Z a n e t t a N o . 6 6

If anyone can throw any light on these boats please let us know.

R A L L Y O N T H E R I V E R S T O U R

24. 25, 26 August 1985
t h e c o u r s e . A s i s u s u a l i n t h e s e e v e n t s w e

had astaggered start, with the Liegh
Cockier and the Tjalk going off first. The
speed that Alice and Florrie took off down
river setting all plain sail and topsail made
me think twice about my handicapping,
but by then we were off in Deva, cautious¬
ly reefed down to reefed main and stay¬
sai l . Last o ff by aconsiderable t ime was
the ECOD Chittabob, even setting aspin¬
n a k e r .

Our group included aDeben 4tonner
c a l l e d J u b i l e e , a n d a n e w b o a t t o o u r
e v e n t s , a b i t l i k e a d e c k e d i n F a l m o u t h
work ing boat bu t in yacht l i ke cond i t ion
ca l led My Qwest . These two boats wer -
really being sailed hard and well and sh^
away from us to the extent Iwas forced to
set the fly ing j ib . However I regret ted my
d e c i s i o n a s w e c a m e o n t h e w i n d o n
round ing the Guard in Harwich Harbour.
With the heavy sea running we were just
being heeled over not making any head¬
way and carrying lee helm. By the time I
h a d m a d e a m e n d s w e h a d d r i f t e d o v e r
Felixstowe ledge into some really horr¬
ible seas, which were shaking the wind
out of our sails and not helping us cross
the shipping lane with Dana Anglia com¬
ing in and the Saint Nicholas coming out.

F i r s t r o u n d t h e s e a w a r d m a r k w a s t h e

Liegh Cockier, but the Tjalk had had the
same trouble as us and was being swept
by wind and tide to the north and had to
r e t i r e . I n D e v a w e h a d t o m a k e t w o s h o r t
tacks to lay the Outer Ridge buoy, but
N o o d e r z o n a n d Q u i z f a i l e d t o a l l o w f o r
the tidal set and had to put in extra tacks
t o o . T h e f e r r o a r c h e r s S k u a a n d S c a l l o ¬

w a y m a d e n o m i s t a k e s , a n d l o o k e d a s
t h o u g h t h e y w e r e e n j o y i n g t h e c h o p p v
conditions as they smashed their way cl
t o s e a . T h e l i t t l e C l y d e r a c e r G o l d e . ,
Plover was using her deep draft to advan¬
tage too and was fairly cutting through
the water. But then came that gaff rigged
torpedo Chittabob -how she got so far
s o q u i c k l y I d o n o t k n o w.

T h e b r o a d r e a c h i n t o H a r w i c h h a r b o u r
was done in style by the fleet, the majority
o f g a p s c a u s e d b y t h e s t a g g e r e d s t a r t
hav ing c losed up. The might Noorderzon
made sailing in astiff breeze look easy by
comparison with us in Deva surfing on the
c r e s t s o f t h e w a v e s . S h e o v e r t o o k u s

be fo re we rounded the Guard buoy and
turned up the Stour, fo l lowed c lose ly by
Skua and Scalloway. As we cleared Park-

The 1985 Stour Ra l l y shou ld have had
everything going for it. The tides were
right, the Stour Sailing Club had arranged
ausefu l bar extension and lots of people
had shown interest in coming. But unfor¬
tunately Ihad forgotten it was 1985, the
year of the 12 month winter.

My rally effectively started on the Friday
when Ihelped Mike Burn bring the 1872
smack Quiz round to Manningtree Quay
from Woodbridge with acargo of best
Deben packing case for the barbeque.
With only four and ahalf hours to punch
the flood tide down the Deben, sail along
t h e c o a s t t o H a r w i c h a n d n a v i g a t e t h e
length of the tidal Stour we really had to
push the old girl very hard under sail and
d i e s e l . B u t w h e n w e a r r i v e d w e f o u n d t h e

Liegh Cockier Alice and Floray already
tied up alongside the barge yacht Sun¬
light, all making avery pretty picture in a
b e r m u d a n d e s e r t .

Unfortunately Saturday morning, when
most people would have to set out for
Wrabness turned out to be areal pig with
rain and full gale blowing. Nobody with
any sense would make the t r ip round. I t
looked as though Iwould have the beer
barrel to myself. Luckily the OGA has
more than its fair share of insanity and by
the end of Saturday night Ihad 13 entries,
aroaring fire and an empty beer barrel at
Wrabness. Boats varied from the mighty
s t e e l N o o r d e r z o n t o m y t i d d l y n o b b y
Deva, from the beamy Tjalk Wiliemein to
t h e l e a n E C O D C h i t t a b o b I V p l u s t h e
ferro archer brigade of Skua Scalloway
and Stonechat. They say gaffers evolved
in design terms from local conditions,
well we had one which had clearly evolv¬
e d f r o m t h e 1 9 8 5 s u m m e r . C a l l e d A v o l a
s h e w a s b u i l t l i k e a b a t t l e - c r u i s e r a n d
sported afull wheelhouse with aglazed
roof so one could look at the sturdy gaff
rig without getting cold and wet. Better
still she had an ergonomically designed
padded seating arrangement by the whe¬
el with adrinks shelf in easy reach of the
h e l m s m a n . N o w o n d e r s h e h a d m a d e s o

light of plugging afull gale across the
N o r t h S e a .

T h e f o r e c a s t o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g w a s
pretty grim with strong winds predicted,
so at the last minute Idelayed the start by
an hour and shortened the seaward leg of

»

*

P a t a n d D i c k D a w s o n .

"SPEEDWELL". Ireceived an interesting letterfrom John Leatherfrom which Iquote: Ed.

"The SPEEDWELL was built for Smith Brothers, oyster merchants of Burnham on Crouch
in 1908 by William King of Burnham as amotor oyster dredger. She was originally fitted
with asingle cylinder Dan paraffin engine developing 28 Brake Horse Power and attained 6
knots on trials, which was sufficient for her intended work over the oyster layings in the
Rivers Crouch and Roach, which are shel tered waters.
There had previously been and contemporarily were several steam oyster dredgers

working from Burnham, besidesa number of sailing smacks from thereand Paglesham. The
decision to build amotor dredger was logical in the cl imate of that t ime when the marine
internal combustion engine was advancing rapidly and was already well accepted in
' -■' ^ rk ing smal l craf t and yachts because of i ts economy and convenience. The SPEED-
(LL's first cost was just over half that of acomparable steam dredger and the manning
expenses were less. Her crew was three men, of whom one was engineer.

As far as can be discovered and photographs confirm, the SPEEDWELL was built without a
rig. She had aclipper bow and avery short and light bowsprit for appearance and to balance
her counter stern in profile. She was steered with atiller, had aprominent coachroof over
the engine room and alarge cowl ventilator. Her principal dimensions were 50ft x12ft
9ins. moulded breadth x5ft Sins, depth moulded. She carried 12 tons of ballast to achieve
an acceptable draught for dredging purposes.

Ido not think she was ever subsequently rigged as acutter and her full form had almost no
resemblance to that of the typical Essex smack.

Ido not know when she was rigged but it was probably when she was sold to owners in
Kent where her low power engine would have made her impracticable as apurely motor
craft for work in the most exposed coastal waters, this no doubt led to her being re-engined
with a25-30 B.H.P. 2cylinder Kelvin engine which gave 7knots in smooth water, when
owned by the Seesalter and Ham Oyster Co. She was then rigged as aketch, without a
topmast The Dan engines were in 1908 awell known make for marine work and the first
was installed in 1895. These operated on paraffin and by 1907 about 1500 had been
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installed in fishing and commercial craft. The company located at Ipswich and also offered
to build craft for clients. They were producing adiesel engine by 191 2. It is possible that
the SPEEDWELL was designed by Linton Hope and Co. naval architects of London as they
were in 1908 suppliers of Dan engines and designed numbers of motor and auxiliary
fishing vessels as well as yachts.

By 1908 Burnham on Crouch and most other coastal communities in Britain and
elsewhere were familiar with auxiliary and full power motor driven craft, yachts and
commercial vessels and had great interest in their efficiency, costs and development. The
introduction of the reliable paraffin, petrol, petrol/pa raff in,, diesel and semi-diesel marine
engine was the greatest advance ever offered to those earning their living afloat in sailing
fishing and coasting vessels, whatever romantics may think. It offered them independence
from calms and to some extent from contrary tides and introduced the possibility of some
regularity of landings or delivery of cargoes.

Burnham men were as well acquainted with this as any for the British Motor Boat Club
held their annual racing meet there af ter the first in 1904, where some advanced boats
competed and auxiliary and full power motor yachts were regularly using the anchorage
from that t ime in increas ing numbers and no doubt a t t rac ted keen in teres t . "

F i r s t C l a s s O n e
S e c o n d C l a s s O n e
T h i r d C l a s s O n e

S e c o n d C l a s s T h r e e
T h i r d C l a s s T h r e e

M e r m a i d
M i r a n d a
P e a c e

D o r a d e
W i n n i e

P . S . B B C T V fi l m e d t h e w h o l e r a c e w i t h
c a m e r a c r e w s o n H e l e n a n d V i o l e t a n d

Sunbeam, as well as from apower boat,
f o r t h e i r U n d e r S a i l s e r i e s . l t s h o u l d b e

some film to watch, and Igather it will be
shown i n Janua ry 1986 .

F i r s t C l a s s T w o
S e c o n d C l a s s T w o
T h i r d C l a s s T w o

S h e e n a
C h i t t a b o b I V
G o l d e n P l o v e r

F i r s t C l a s s T h r e e B l a c k w a t e r S a i l ¬
ing Canoe

1 9 8 5 E A S T C O A S T R A C E R E S U L T S C l a s s 1 & 2 .
' *

C o r r e c t e d

T i m e
E lapsed

T i m e
F i n a l
P o s ' n

P o s i t i o n
o n L i n e

B o a t C l a s s

1 J a d e
S h e e n a
A s t i V
C h i t t a b o b I V
G o l d e n P l o v e r
B o n i t a
M e r m a i d
G r e e n s h a n k s

Samph i re
Sca l loway
M i r a n d a
G r a c i e
Gjoa
A u s s i e 2
P e a c e

1 7 3 1 6
1 7 8 5 9
1 8 0 6 5
1 8 3 0 1
1 9 2 8 9
1 9 4 3 9
1 9 5 0 9
2 0 1 1 1
2 0 3 3 2
2 0 4 4 1
2 0 5 8 1
2 0 6 2 1
2 0 6 5 9
2 0 7 0 9
2 1 0 2 0
2 1 2 7 3
2 1 3 0 2
2 1 3 3 7
2 1 3 4 8
2 1 3 7 8
2 1 4 1 8
2 1 6 6 8
2 1 7 9 7
2 1 9 9 9
2 2 0 0 1
2 2 0 9 9
2 2 1 1 8
2 2 9 0 0
2 3 2 1 5
2 3 3 0 1
2 3 8 7 1
2 6 1 0 2
2 6 1 7 8
2 6 2 0 2
2 7 8 8 2
2 8 7 0 5

4 1 9 0 7 0
1 8 9 9 9
1 7 8 1 6
1 8 5 4 2
2 1 6 7 3
2 0 1 4 4
1 9 9 4 9
2 2 4 7 0
2 3 9 2 0
2 2 2 1 9
2 1 2 1 8
2 0 7 2 5
2 0 5 3 6
2 4 3 6 8
2 0 0 1 9
2 2 3 6 9
2 4 9 1 5
2 1 9 5 2
2 4 2 3 1
2 4 1 8 3
2 3 5 1 0
2 1 9 0 9
1 9 9 0 6
2 5 7 6 0
1 9 9 6 5
2 5 9 0 7
2 0 0 7 1
2 7 8 2 6
2 2 0 4 7
2 4 5 2 7
2 2 6 2 7
2 7 3 3 2
2 6 9 8 8
2 5 6 1 3
2 4 0 5 7
2 8 9 0 7

2

)) 2 3 2
3 1 2
4 2 2

T O W I N G b y M a r t i n E v e 5 1 4 2
6 1 0 1
7 6 1We used to have atowing l ine perman¬

ent ly ready up forw'd; when you need a
tow i t ' s o f ten in ahur ry. P r i va tee r ' s o ld
Vedette, instal led in the 1950s and sec¬
ond-hand even then, was apt to refuse at
critical moments. We (and everyone else)
got used to our quick snatches in and out
of Heybridge Basin. Kindly neighbours
towed us in and out of Tollesbury Fleet. A
fr iendly Swedish fami ly towed us a l l the
way through the Kiel Canal, and (for DM
40) abarge skipper towed us back again.
The last was abit hair-raising as he was
c l e a r l y i n a h u r r y a n d e x c e e d e d t h e a -
greed 7knots. Steering was like balanc¬
ing on atightrope, and to yaw either way
brought the force of the barge’s slip¬
stream to bear on the bow and jeopard¬
ised the whole pro jec t .

T h e r e i s a l w a y s t h e p r o b l e m o f t h e
bowsprit -ours projects 13' 6" and the
t o w r o p e i s a l w a y s t h e s i d e y o u d o n ' t
want it and wrapped around the bob-stay
chain. It sounds ungrateful, but not every¬
one who o f fe rs you a tow is necessar i l y
very proficient . Some motor boat owners
s e e m t o t h i n k w e a r e e q u i p p e d w i t h
brakes. One team of Dutchmen (charter¬
ing alarge steel yacht) pulled us off alee
shore in Stavoren harbour, and then drif¬
ted on themselves, first becoming en¬
tang led w i t h a l i ne j o i n i ng some marke r
buoys .

Most ly we have towed with the dinghy.
Many's the t ime Ihave scul led up Wood-
rolfe Creek with one of my children on the
helm, or t r ied to encourage the wind to
get up on longer passages. Rowing is a

good way of overcoming the terrible frus¬
trat ion we al l feel when becalmed, thou¬
g h i t i s a s w e l l t o r e m e m b e r t h a t t h i s
doesn' t a lways help the crew lef t aboard
to roll uncomfortably. We have (before
the new regulations) rowed across the
shipping lane in the Thames estuary and
for about four hours once to get clear of
the sh ipp ing by Nord H inder.

The next stage in our development was
when we bought aSeagull 40. Attached
to the transom of the dinghy and towed
a longs ide , t h i s wou ld p roduce I 'A kno ts
in calm condit ions, compared to one knot
for man-powered traction. Steering was
difficult with this, and it was best kept for
when there was plenty of seaway. It was
of course impossible to bring Privateer
in to the wind by th is means, which was
another limitation. Getting back to the
m o o r i n g w a s s t i l l s o m e t i m e s d e p e n d e n t
o n a s y m p a t h e t i c p a s s i n g c r a f t .

I remember very wel l our last such to\
my sole crew was an exceedingly sport¬
ing lady of 70 who had never sailed in her
life before (it's time Itried, said she). The
e n g i n e w a s g o i n g w e l l a n d w e w e r e
threading ourway back home through the
narrow channel when it hiccuped, cut and
never fired again.
All this has changed dramatically (I am

getting to the point) since we installed
our s ing le -cy l inder Yanmar d iese l . Some
people said this was too small for anine-
tonner, but we have lost no time in trying
to redress the balance of all the years of
being at the receiving end of atow. Our
first success was to pluck the lovely

8 2 0 2
9 2 3 2

1 0 1 9 2
1 1 1 3 1
1 2 1 2 1
1 3 11 1
1 4 2 7 2
1 5 8 1
1 6 1 9Fly 1
1 7 2 9Ta r k a

M a r i g o l d
I n a n d a
Capri
S t o n e c h a t
U n a 3
H e l e n & V i o l e t
Sandip
C h a r l o t t e E l l e n
K i s m e t
A D C

Caliph
K i t t i w a k e
S k u a
Stormy Petrel
A l i c e & F l o r r i e
L ' A t l a n t a
A n n a C r a n e
S u n b e a m

Tiny Mite

2
1 8 1 6 1
1 9 2 6 2
2 0 2 5 2
21 2 2 2
2 2 1 5 1
2 3 5 1
2 4 31 2
2 5 7 1
2 6 3 2 2
2 7 9 1
2 8 3 5 2
2 9 1 7 1
3 0 2 8 1
3 1 21 1
3 2 3 4 1
3 3 3 3 1

) ) 3 4I t 3 0 1
3 5 2 4 1
3 6 3 6 1

Retired: Telegraph, Rainbow Gypsy
t

C l a s s 3 R e s u l t s

1 N a t i v e
Boy Mart in
Blackwater SIg. Canoe
D o r a d e

M ig ran t
W i n n i e
M o o n s t o n e V
A l b e r t & F l o r e n c e
Mary Agnes
Pepper
S u n s e t

6 2 2 3
7 1 5 5

1 9 7 3 4
1 0 7 7 8
1 0 0 2 0
1 1 4 2 0
1 1 4 7 0
1 1 9 1 5
1 2 7 8 4
1 2 4 1 5
1 2 8 4 9
1 3 2 7 1
1 2 4 4 3

2 3
3 7 2 9 1 2
4 7 6 7 7

7 7 4 6
7 7 8 9
8 5 6 8

4
5 5
6 6
7 9
8 8 6 5 1 7
9 8 8 1 7

8 9 4 7
9 2 0 6

1 0
1 0 11
11 8

Retired: Thrift, Bashful, Marsh Hare.

4 13



clear of the melee into St. Lawrence Bay.
He len s t ruck ou t f o r S t . Lawrence , and
Charlotte still just to windward followed
suit and threw away her chances of The
Tom Bolton in doing so. ForHelen's move
had been but afeint, for having made
Charlotte tack, she tacked again herself in
adesperate bid for the line. Charlotte saw
her mistake, and went about Asquall
came lay ing over the smack on heryoung
t a c k , b u t i t w a s j u s t w h a t t h e b a w l e y
n e e d e d . S h e d i d n o t h e e l , h e r b o w w a v e
j u s t g r e w a n d g r e w u n t i l h e r s t e m w a s
c o m p l e t e l y c o v e r e d i n f o a m . S h e h a d
broken through! Charlotte panicked -her
prey was escaping -if only she had not
b roken he r t opmas t - she j us t cou ld no t
seem to get moving in t ime.

But Helen 's v ic tory wasfar f rom assured
yet For Mermaid, setting reefed main,
tow forsail and spitfire jib came reaching
across from St Lawrence Bay at great
speed, shot past Char lo t te E l len and so
very near ly got an edge on the bawley.
However the Helen and Vio le t w i th inch¬
es under her keel was really moving that
much faster than the smaller shrimper,
a n d t o o k t h e l i n e a n d t h e T o m B o l t o n

Memorial Trophy in style, as poor old
Mermaid grounded in her lee.

Within seconds in came Charlotte, Pea¬
ce and ADC with Bonita finishing to
windward of the Essex Smacks, her best
ever performance. And there were very
m a n y m o r e c r e d i t a b l e p e r f o r m a n c e s t o
fo l low -everybody deserved apr i ze rea l¬
ly! Gjoa, anewferro Col in Archer came in
11th, hammering along under all plain
sail to take the Austin Edge trophy, whilst
the slightly smaller Ferro Archer Scallo¬
way lapping up the stiff breeze came in to
take the Stone trophy for the first new
boat on corrected t ime. The smack yacht
Miranda held agood course to finish 13th
and 2nd in Class 1corrected t ime, whi ls t
the tiny Golden Plover only 20 ft. long,
did very wel l to fo l low her.

There were many accounts of heroic
a c t i v i t i e s t o b e c o n s i d e r e d f o r t h e S e a ¬
manship Trophy. Charlotte Ellen's top¬
mast had folded, and must have required
herculean efforts to sort out the wreckage
alofgt so she could continue racing. Inan-
da had been sailed single handed round
the course. The smack Fly had been laid
right over, and would have sunk through
wa te r pou r i ng down he r ha t ch , had he r
skipper not jumped in the hatchway op¬

ening to form ahuman cork. But in the
e n d i t w a s M i c k W i l k i n s i n S k u a w h o w a s

awarded the Liferaft Hire Company Sea¬
manship Cup, basically because he had
m o r e n o m i n a t i o n s , a n d b e c a u s e o f t h e
e x c e l l e n t w a y h e s p l i c e d a b r o k e n m a i n
boom unde r ap p a l l i n g con d i t i ons .

It says much for the skill of so many gaff
boat skippers and crews that we had but
two retirements. Especially so as many of
the boats are very old, some having seen
acentury and more of service. Appropria¬
tely we had Ted Heard, former profess¬
ional crewman on the great Jclass yach¬
ts, such as Endeavour, Astra and Sham¬
rock to present the prizes (and he had the
pleasure of presenting the main one#
his son Gayle). '

T h e O r g a n i z e r s w o u l d l i k e t o r e c o r d
the i r thanks to the fo l lowing who he lped,
in particular -
Stone Sailing Club for the loan of their
premises for the day.
S tan A tk i ns f o r h i s i nva luab le gu idance
on the br idge.
Brenda Jago, Paddy O'Shea, Geoff Hug-
get, David Jago and Andrew Wainwright
for all their work in taking entries, sell ing
bunting and assistance to the OOD.
Gayle Heard and Mick Wilkins for organ¬
ising the marquee and the band and the
financing thereof.
John Laing Construction for kindly fund¬
ing the prizewinners mugs and commem¬
orat ive brass p laques.

P r i z e w i n n e r s
T h i r s t l e t S p i t o o n a n d
E a s t C o a s t O l d
Ga f fe rs Trophy
T o m B o l t o n M e m o r i a l

T r o p h y
S t o n e Tr o p h y
Z e t l a n d Tr o p h y
S h e a v e Tr o p h y
B o a t W o r l d R o s e B o w l
Cockleshell Trophy
The Cup for Try ing
A l p h a P i t t M e m o r i a l
T r o p h y
D u l c i b e l l a Tr o p h y
Neva Trophy
L i f e r a f t H i r e S e a m a n ¬

ship Cup
Titheridge Trophy
Old Harry Trophy
Austin Edge Trophy

Allegro (45 feet LOA) out of Schevening-
en harbour ; more recent ly we pu l led the
massive Telegraph pastOsea Island -this
was afamily matter, as she was built also
a t Gos te low 's ya rd in Bos ton . Our mos t
s p e c t a c u l a r t o w w a s c o n d u c t e d u n d e r
sail as it happens. The little Annabel a
local gaffer, had parted her mooring the
previous night in agale and was floating
gently out to sea off the Bench Head. It
was November, and there were few craf t
about, but there were one or two anxious

m o m e n t s w h e n w e c a m e i n t o t h e a n c h o r ¬
age and the Annabel showed apropens¬
i t y t o pass one s ide o f amoor ing buoy
whi le we passed on the other.

Secured in Brightlingsea we came in for
much criticism for our stupidity; we shou¬
l d h a v e t a k e n t h e A n n a b e l o u t i n t o t h e
Wa l le t beyond the th ree -m i le l im i t , be¬
fore bringing her in and claiming salvage.

This is only abeginning of our career as
atug; we keep the tow-rope permanently
belayed on the after kevi l these days.t

S O L E N T A R E A O L D G A F F E R S R A C E 1 9 8 5

B o a t Elapsed
T i m e

C o r r e c t e d
T i m e

P o s ' n F i n a l C l a s s
on line pos'n(f t

A r r o w
B e n b e c u l a
S o r e l i a

Falmouth Bay II
Zephyr 621
R u l a
S k a t e
G e m

Chiriya
J u n o
W o n d e r

Tee Jay
L i s a

Mary Agnes
O n w a r d o f I t o

Ve r i t y
T r a m m e l
Z e p h y r 8 7 8
Olive Mary
M a i s t r a
I s e u l t

Daisy
Badger
N e r a k
B e t t y
G a n n e t
V e n t u r e
J e n n i e
M a r y N i v e n
F r i t h a

Patsy
W h i t e M o t h

Maggie
C a t a l i n a
L i t t l e W i n d fl o w e r

Impudence
Content of Leigh
Ajax
S u n d o w n
P a m e t a
P r o v i d e n t
B l a c k B e s s

5 . 3 7 . 1 5
4 . 5 1 . 5 8
5 . 0 1 . 0 9
4 . 4 4 . 1 4
5 . 5 6 . 1 6
4 . 5 7 . 3 8
5 . 2 6 . 3 0
5 . 2 2 . 0 8
5 . 1 7 . 4 0
4 . 5 9 . 1 5
5 . 3 5 . 4 4
5 . 0 9 . 0 7
5 . 2 3 . 3 3
6 . 0 6 . 1 8
5 . 1 7 . 5 7
5 . 1 8 . 2 0
5 . 3 8 . 4 5
5 . 1 5 . 0 2
5 . 1 8 . 1 8
4 . 3 9 . 5 2
4 . 5 4 . 5 6
5 . 4 4 . 5 1
5 . 4 3 . 5 4
5 . 1 1 . 4 5
5 . 2 9 . 2 1
5 . 4 6 . 4 2
5 . 0 3 . 2 0
5 . 4 3 . 4 1
6 . 0 2 . 4 0
5 . 2 4 . 3 6
5 . 3 6 . 4 0
5 . 2 7 . 1 7
5 . 3 8 . 5 2
5 . 4 2 . 1 8
5 . 0 0 . 2 2
6 . 1 3 . 1 7
5 . 3 6 . 3 2
6 . 0 9 . 3 9
6 . 5 6 . 3 2
6 . 0 7 . 3 9
5 . 2 2 . 5 7
7 . 0 7 . 0 0

4 . 3 2 . 3 0
4 . 3 8 . 3 2
4 . 3 8 . 5 2
4 . 4 1 . 5 7
4 . 4 3 . 1 3
4 . 4 3 . 2 1
4 . 4 3 . 4 4
4 . 4 4 . 2 7
4 . 4 6 . 5 1
4 . 5 0 . 1 6
4 . 5 0 . 2 5
4 . 5 1 . 3 0
4 . 5 2 . 1 0
4 . 5 2 . 1 8
4 . 5 2 . 5 0
4 . 5 3 . 5 0
4 . 5 4 . 0 2
4 . 5 4 . 1 4
4 . 5 6 . 0 1
4 . 5 8 . 2 0
4 . 5 8 . 4 6
4 . 5 9 . 2 0
5 . 0 1 . 5 7
5 . 0 2 . 0 5
5 . 0 3 . 0 0
5 . 0 3 . 0 1
5 . 0 3 . 2 0
5 . 0 4 . 1 0
5 . 0 4 . 1 7
5 . 0 5 . 2 7
5 . 0 5 . 4 2
5 . 1 2 . 3 3
5 . 1 3 . 4 7
5 . 1 8 . 0 0
5 . 2 2 . 0 0
5 . 3 3 . 2 1
5 . 4 4 . 5 7
5 . 4 6 . 4 4
5 . 4 8 . 1 3
6 . 0 3 . 5 8
6 . 4 2 . 4 3
5 . 5 3 . 5 9

2 8 I I I1
3 2 I I A
8 3 I I A
2 G R P4

3 8 5 I I A
5 6 G R P

2 1 7 I I A
1 7 8 I I A
13 9 I I A

6 1 0 I I A
2 5 1 1 I I A
1 0 1 2 I I A
1 9 1 3 I I A
4 0 1 4
1 4 1 5 I I A
1 6 1 6 G R P
3 0 1 7 M B
1 2 1 8 I I A
1 5 1 9 I I A

1 2 0 l A
4 2 1 l A

3 6 2 2 G R P
3 5 2 3 G R P
1 1 2 4 l A
2 3 2 5 I I A
3 7 2 6 G R P

g 2 7 l A
3 4 2 8 M B

J a d e
H e i e n a n d
V i o l e t
S c a l l o w a y
N a t i v e
B o n i t a
A s t i V
Boy Martin
C a l i p h

3 9 2 9 M B
2 0 3 0 G R P
2 7 3 1 I I A

( (i 2 2 3 2 I I A
3 1 3 3 I I A
3 2 3 4 I I A

7 3 5 l A
4 3 3 6 G R P
2 6 3 7 G R P4
4 2 3 8 I I A
4 4 3 9 I I A

4 0 l A4 1
1 8 4 1
4 5 4 0 I I AM i g r a n t

Capr i
G r a c i e

R e t i r e d o r d i d n o t s t a r t
F o a m
Young Alert
Daisy Bell

6 . 5 7 . 5 5

5 . 3 1 . 3 8 4 . 3 3 . 1 6 2 4 I I AS k u a

S a m p h i r e
T i n y M i t e
Gjoa

Disqualified (over line at start,
failed to return)
C a t r i o n a
W i n k l e

5 . 3 7 . 5 0
5 . 4 2 . 4 8

5 . 2 2 . 5 8
4 . 4 4 . 5 0
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P r i z e s that Charlotte Ellen sailed by Souter Har¬
ris and John Webb (they call him Flexible)
was leading both the joint favourites
Helen and Vio le t and Sunbeam. Tragedy
s t r u c k t h e r a c e w h e n t h e F i r s t C l a s s
Smack Sunbeam t r i ed to sp l i t t he a tom
with her bowspri t at Bradwel l power
station, allowing the Lynn Shrimper Mer¬
maid to go into third smack position. But
i t w a s t h e C l a s s 2 r a c e r s w h i c h w e r e
leading the fleet, despite the heavy wea¬
ther. These 4boats had cleaned up all the
open races against both gaff and bermud-
an craft , and the East Coast Old Gaffers
Race was no exception. Asti V, Chittabob
IV, Sheena and Jade were all beating for
the line, their lean hulls heeling right over
in the gusts, but their deep keels still
g r i pp ing the wa te r.

First boat over the line was Asti V, asix
metre built in 1930 for the King of Spain
in 1930, clearly enjoying her first season
with gaff rig, with her gaff reefed almost
down to her gooseneck. She was follow¬
ed by the East Coast One Design Chitta¬
b o b I V, w h o l i k e A s t i w a s e n j o y i n g a
return to gaff for the first time since 1920.
Ye t a n o t h e r e x - b e r m u d a n c r a f t c a m e t h i r d
i n t h e f o r m o f t h e F r e n c h 7 . 5 m e t r e
S h e e n a .

But all eyes were on last year's winner
J a d e . W h i l s t t h i s l i t t l e 2 5 f o o t e r h a d
made good ground against her larger
s i s t e r s on t he bea t back , she s t i l l had
some way to go to save her time on
handicap. Idon't know if Gayle Heard
runs to an on-board computer but he must
h a v e s e n s e d t h a t i f h e d i d n o t t a c k f o r t h e
line now he would lost his trophy. It was a
knife-edge piece of judgement, for as
Jade h i t t he l i ne , she a l so h i t Th i r s t l e t
Spit, giving her skipper the Thirstlet Spi-
t o o n a n d t h e E a s t C o a s t O l d G a f f e r s
Trophy atthe same time, aneartechnical
impossibility!

Afterthis drama, the Smacks took centre
stage again. The lofty bawley Helen and
V i o l e t , s e t t i n g a t o p s a i l e v e n i n t h e s e
condit ions, was desperately trying to
s h a k e o f f t h e s m a c k s s o s h e c o u l d h a v e a
c l e a r r u n a t t h e l i n e . I t w a s a s c e n e
reminiscent of the wild, the smacks like a
pack of wolves snapping at their bawley
prey. Charlotte Ellen just to windward of
the bawley cover tacked her every move,
whilst Peace and ADC relishing the dog
fight closed to her lee. The Lynn shrimper
Mermaid and the p rawner Bon i ta tacked

of speed at the start, she suddenly turned
to windward, apparently having pulled
out adeck fastening for arunning back¬
s t a y .

H o w e v e r , t h e m a i n a t t e n t i o n o f t h e
bridge crew turned to the Class 3start for
the small craft. These little gaffers had to
face wind and tide for the first leg up to
Osea and 14 o f t hem tu rned up t o t he
star t . There were Mersea Boats carry ing
working sail, there were Tollesbury boats
u n d e r r e e f e d c a n v a s . T h e r e w a s t h e B l -

ackwater sailing Canoe carrying full sail
and four gorillas on the weather rail.
There was aScaffie all the way from
('■■mbria, together with boats from the

t̂h Coast. All told there were 14 brave

Channe l Cup
Dead Eye Trophy
L e H a v r e P l a t e
Gaffers Eye
E m s w o r t h C l e a t
C h a n n e l P l a t e
Qu ive r Trophy

A r r o w
M a i s t r a
M a i s t r a
P r o v i d e n t
B e n b e c u l a
T r a m m e l
A r r o w

Edgar March Memorial
C H P a x t o n M e m o r i a l
Anchor Trophy
J i m R a w l i n g s S h i e l d
P i t c h f o r k
P ierce Eye Trophy
Laggards Lad le

S o r e l l a
B e n b e c u l a
T a m m e l

Falmouth Bay I I
P r o v i d e n t
J u n o
B l a c k B e s s

C L Y D E R A C E S - 8 & 9 J u n e 1 9 8 5 >

I f the weather o f th is damp and ch i l l y
ear ly summer had re len ted i t wou ld no t
h a v e b e e n b e f o r e t i m e .

But on the Saturday at least, it didn't. It
was only through the murk that the gaff
m a i n s t o o k l a t e s h a p e a s t h e t w e l v e
entrants collected south of Kilcreggan.

In the grey light the Firth could almost
h a v e b e e n o n e o f t h e m o r e m u n d a n e
s t r e t c h e s o f w a t e r a r o u n d t h e s o u t h a n d
e a s t c o a s t s .

The forecast was light to moderate,
s o u t h w e s t e r l y a n d s o i t w a s , t h o u g h
al ready moderate ra ther than l igh t . Th is
suggested abeat to Toward Point then a
reach across Rothesay Bay and down the
East Kyle to the finish at Colintraive.

Philip Pendred, the Race Officer in" Ker-
lo", showing an understandable sense of
self-preservation, had so laid the line as
to keep himself downwind. He need not
h a v e w o r r i e d . T h e fl e e t m a d e i t s u s u a l
decorous s ta r t apar t f rom "Th is t le " . Her
apparently aggressive, thrusting start a-
r o s e f r o m a m i s c a l c u l a t i o n o n t h e h e l m s ¬
man's part.

T h e r e a f t e r a l l t h a t c a n b e s a i d i s t h a t t h e
fleet took avariety of routes to the finish -
n o t a l l o f t h e m s e e m e d t o b e t h e s h o r t e s t

-in what throughout the day were fresh
condit ions. Not only were theyfresh, they
were for the most part wet and gloomy.

Progress was not easy to follow in the
reducing visibility but in the brief mo¬
ments of improvement, thefleet was seen
t o h a v e s m e a r e d i t s e l f o v e r a f a i r a r e a o f
the Upper Firth.

In rough terms the course was S.W. by
W. t o t h e C l o c h , t h e n S . W. b y S . t o
Toward, W. toArdyne Pt. and finally N.W.
to Ardmaleish and down the East Kyle to
the finish. Those who know the vagaries
of the Clyde will not be surprised to learn
t h a t t h e b o a t s w e r e h a r d o n t h e w i n d

throughout -but, let it be noted, not for

much of the time was the wind truly on
t h e n o s e .

Rac ing ended a f te r s i x hou rs a t 5 .30 . .
p.m. Unhappily only two boats contrive J
t o fi n i s h . T h e s e w e r e " T h i s t l e " a n d " B e -
r o e " . B u t m o r e o f t h a t l a t e r .
The evening muster in Colintraive Vill¬

age Hall worked well due in great mea¬
sure to the unsung efforts of the Sec¬
retary 's wi fe.
The rain continued in the evening. This

had some advantages. It enabled crews
t o c o m e a s h o r e s w a t h e d i n o i l s k i n s w i t h

l a rge towe ls round necks , l ook ing su i t¬
ably mascul ine. Stumping around in thei r
ye l l ow boo t s , t hey l ooked l i ke so many
Billy Connolly look-alikes. That was partly
t h e b e a r d s . H a i r y j e r s e y s a n d b e a r d s
merged impercep t ib l y. Here and there a
man was seen attempting to fil l and l ight
a p i p e w i t h o n e h a n d a n d a b e e r c a n
n e s t l i n g i n t h e a r m p i t - t h e o t h e r l i m b
a p p a r e n t l y a t r o p h i e d - a n d a l l t h e w h i l e
g a z i n g o v e r t h e b o w l w i t h s t e a d y b l u e
e y e s .
As the evening progressed there were

outbreaks of manly singing -about good
a l e a n d b u x o m l a s s e s e t c ; a l l i n a l l , n o t a
bad n ight .

Sunday saw improved condi t ions for th t ,
sho r te r race back to K ip . The ra in had
s t o p p e d . T h e s u n t h o u g h t o f s h i n i n g .
Some fe l t ob l i ged to take o f f t he i r o i l ¬
skins. Best of all it was arun followed by
tha t g rea t equa l i se r, a reach .
The boats had afast passage. All finish¬

e d w i t h i n fi f t e e n m i n u t e s o f e a c h o t h e r i n

j us t ove r two hou rs . "Th i s t l e " t ook l i ne
honours fol lowed by "Rose and Ada" and
" B e r o e " i n t h a t o r d e r .

T h e w e e k - e n d h a d i t s c o n t r o v e r s y. I t
cent red on the Saturday race. The pro¬
pos i t i on by some was tha t s i x hours to
race the course was not enough. Now on
t h e f a c e o f i t i f o n l y t w o b o a t s o u t o f

i . t

b o a t s .

The start was not as spectacular as the
big boats' but the skill shown by the hard
pressed skippers was equal, as they fou¬
ght their way through squall and shoal for
every inch of ground to windward. The
Blackwater Canoe, w i th her unusua l w i¬
shbone ke tch r ig , was showing the bes t
form, and should rea l ly have walked the
r a c e . B u t fi r s t s h e w a s c h a l l e n g e d b y
Mersea boat Thr i f t , who sur fed past the
B S C o n t h e r u n d o w n r i v e r , t h e l e a d

changing several times between these
t w o , w i t h M e r s e a N a t i v e a d i s t a n t t h i r d .
But Thrift carrying full sail with only two
crew found it too much to keep pace with
the high-powered BSC and retired at the
end of the first lap, much to the delight of
t h e To l l e s b u r y i t e s . H o w e v e r S t e v e a n d
E l s p e t h J o h n s o n h a d d o n e i n c r e d i b l y
well in working the tides in the shallows,
and Native was now in range of the BSC
and leaving theTol lesbury Dorade astern.
The BSC mis taken ly tacked ou t in to the

^and left Native to work the Stone
s.,ore and Southerly windshifts to advan¬
tage. Bashful retired full of water whilst
t h e C u m b r i a n M a r s h H a r e w a s u n a b l e t o
make ground to windward, unused to
local tides. Native's tactics paid off hand¬
somely, as she led the BSC to the finish.
The seaworthy Boy Mart in came in third,
w h i l s t H a m i s h S t u a r t i n D o r a d e s a v e d

To l l e s b u r y ' s r e p u t a t i o n b y c o m i n g i n a
very cred i tab le four th in f ront o f s tab le-
mate Migrant.
As the last of the winkle brigs came in,

attention turned to the big boats' race.
Smack sa i l s cou ld be seen j us t beyond
Bradwell, but there was general surprise
when aradio report came through saying

) ' i
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R E S U L T S twelve can finish, there must be force in
this. One owner even put indignant pen to
paper to complain that six hours could
never be enough for such acourse.

This is surely rubbish. It could never be
f o r e s e e a b l e t h a t t h e t i m e w o u l d b e t o o
short for most boats except through lack
o f w i n d .

W h a t c e r t a i n o w n e r s w e r e s a y i n g w a s
t h a t i n p l e n t y o f w i n d , t h e y c o u l d n o t
make good about sixteen miles in six
hours. This is not acomplaint ; i t 's acon¬
fession, except in the case of one or two
o f t h e s m a l l e r b o a t s w i t h n o w i n d w a r d
ab i l i t y.

Even in h inds ight the t ime a l lowed sh-
(Id not have been too short for the
■i iajority of boats.

I t m u s t b e r e m e m b e r e d t h a t t w o b o a t s
d id fin ish . The fi rs t was "Th is t le " awee,
light weather boat with big overhangs
and only eighteen feet on the waterline.
I n c o n d i t i o n s u n s u i t e d t o h e r s h e s l a m m ¬

ed and staggered down the Firth to the
fi n i s h i n 4 h o u r s , 4 8 m i n u t e s .

" B e r o e " w a n ' t a l l t h a t f a r b e h i n d . N o w
"Beroe", 98 years old, is agreat boat and
I a n A b e r n e t h y a fi n e h e l m s m a n . B u t h e
was on l y ou t f o r a fam i l y j aun t . He was
s a i l i n g v i r t u a l l y s i n g l e - h a n d e d . To r u b
noses in i t s t i l l fur ther, he towed ahef ty
d i n g h y.

M o r e o v e r , " M i n n a " , k e e n l y s a i l e d a s
ever, but s t i l l one of the smal ler boats ,
was ou t o f t ime by on ly an agon is ing ly
small margin.

One salty looking figure was very strong
i n h i s c o n d e m n a t i o n o f t h e i n a d e q u a t e
t i m e a l l o w e d . H e w a s f r o m a p o w e r f u l ,
a b l e b o a t w h i c h w i l l b e n a m e l e s s . H e
introduced himself as her tactician. (This

I S n o t s o m e d e a d p a n j o k e ; h e w a s
„ r i ous ) . Bu t when l as t seen h i s boa t ' s

t a c t i c s w e r e a p p a r e n t l y t a k i n g h e r u p
Loch Long as though seeking an overland
r o u t e .

Ye t a n o t h e r o w n e r e x p r e s s e d h i s d i s ¬
gust by saying he decided to abandon the
race and call into Kip for diesel. Kip was
rather less than one- th i rd o f the way to
t h e fi n i s h . T h e a d r e n a l i n c o u l d h a r d l y
have been flowing.

I t w a s n o t a b l e t h a t t h e r e w e r e f e w
suggest ions as to how long should have
been a l l owed . Long enough p resumab l y
t o l e t t h e p a r t i c u l a r c o m p l a i n e r ' s b o a t
fi n i s h .

One suggestion was that the Saturday

race should be without time limit. Bearing
in mind thatthe Saturday so-called race is
only one element in what is essentially a
soc ia l week -end , t h i s sugges t i on i s t oo
a b s u r d t o d w e l l o n .

I n a n y e v e n t t h e o p p o s i t e v i e w w a s
expressed by o ther owners who thought
that on such an unpleasant day, six hours
was more than enough. Theyfound posit¬
ive pleasure in putting on the engine then
the ket t le in rapid succession.

Perhaps the few d iss idents would care
to reflect on the object of the week-end. It
is certainly not to help found reputat ions
as racing helmsmen.

T h e r e w e r e r e m a r k a b l y f e w r e c r i m i n ¬
ations about handicaps. One owner sp¬
o k e d a r k l y o f " w i d e s p r e a d s p e c u l a t i o n "
about the fairness of the handicaps. What
o f c o u r s e h e w a n t s i s h i s o w n c o r r e c t i o n
f a c t o r r e d u c e d a n d h a b i t u a l w i n n e r s ' i n ¬
creased. It's amore comfortable theory
t h a n a c k n o w l e d g i n g a t l e a s t o n e o t h e r
possibi l i ty for lack of success.

Being secretary is agreat pr iv i lege; too
great to cling to selfishly! Asuccessor is
now required if the event is to continue.

T h e r e s u l t s w e r e : -

N a m e Elapsed C o r r e c t e d L i n e F i n a l C l a s s

Olive Mary
N e r a k
F o a m

Mol ly
Hote l Papa
V e m a r a
M i l d r e d
V i g i l a n c e

Retired: Sprite, Impudence, Senora
F i n i s h e d a f t e r t i m e l i m i t : L a r v i k
Did not race: Char lo t te May

4 . 1 4 . 0 0
4 . 3 0 . 3 0
4 . 5 7 . 3 0
4 . 4 6 . 0 7
5 . 5 6 . 4 2
6 . 0 6 . 5 6
6 . 1 6 . 0 0
5 . 2 0 . 2 6

3 . 5 6 . 1 3
4 . 1 9 . 5 7
4 . 3 3 . 2 4
4 . 4 4 . 4 1
5 . 1 7 . 0 6
5 . 5 5 . 3 3
6 . 0 2 . 0 5
6 . 3 3 . 4 8

1 1 2
2 2 1
4 3 2
3 4 1
6 25
7 6 1
8 17
5 8 1

E n t e r e d b u t d i d n o t a r r i v e :
N o o r d e r z o n
Gjoa
V a l k e r i e I I (

O l i ve Mary
V i g i l a n c e
Ol ive Mary
V i g i l a n c e
F o a m
Hote l Papa

P r i z e s : Br i t ish Navy Pursers Rum
P e t e r B l a c k b u r n Tr o p h y
J o h n P e r k i n s Tr o p h y
R o n Wo o l e r M e m o r i a l Tr o p h y
Evening Argus Prize
S p e e d w e l l P r i z e

Sunday Fun Race
Le Mans Start from jetty (crews ashore) to Palace Pier and return moored up and crew
reporting to Race Officer.
1 . S e n o r a 2 . V e m a r a 3 . L a r v i k 4 . M o l l y

Saturday 1. "Thistle" 2. "Beroe"

Sunday1. "Thistle" 2. "Capt Muntz'
3. "Camilla" 4. "Minna"

Overall 1. "Thistle" 2. " B e r o e "
3. "CaptMuntz'4. "Camilla"
5 . " M i n n a " 6 . " H i l d a s a y "
7 . " E m e r a l d " 8 . " P u f fi n "
9 . " I d a h o " 1 0 . " R o s e £ t

A d a "

"Penelee" and "Ferryman" raced on Sat¬
urday but not on Sunday.

EAST COAST RACE 27 July 1985.
SecretaiYs report

By the law of averages 1985 had, I
suppose, to be different for this major
ra l ly o f t rad i t iona l c ra f t . For years there
have been light airs and rather stately
processions of gaff rigged old ladies.

But 1985 gave us half agale and the
best sights of gaff rig at full power Ihave
seen in twenty years. (I even include the
gale stricken race of 1970 in that com¬
p a r i s o n , f o r w e o n l y h a d 5 c r a f t fi n i s h
then).

Friday's strong winds stopped many
entrants from getting to Stone Sailing
C l u b o n t h e R i v e r B l a c k w a t e r . E v e n o f
t h o s e b r a v e o n e s w h o m a d e i t t o S t o n e ,
s u c h a s t h e l i t t l e S h i e l a w h o h a d b e a t 4 0

m i l e s t o w i n d w a r d t o g e t t h e r e , t h e r e
w e r e m a n y w h o f e l t s o s h a t t e r e d o n
Saturday they could not start the race.
I n d e e d i t w a s n o t i m e t o s a i l w i t h a t i r e d
c rew or suspec t boa t . Bu t the sou ther ly
b l a s t h a d b r o u g h t t h e p i r a t i c a l S t o r m y
P e t r e l f r o m K e n t t o h a u n t t h e r a c e l i k e t h e
Flying Dutchman.

Saturday morning saw ableak sight of
grey river laced with rain and squalls.
Prev ious E .C . sec re ta r ies have sens ib l y
s h o r t e n e d c o u r s e i n l e s s e r w i n d s , b u t a s
o n e o f t h e s u r v i v o r s o f t h e 1 9 7 0 r a c e a n d
being bloody-minded at not being able to
sail myself, we announced the full course
for the big boats. However for the winjf
brig race we did feel some sympathy a>._
set ariver course using Stone SCmarks.

Then they were off! Some had started
their run forthe line at Osea Island, whilst
o thers hovered on the l ine, but they a l l
went off as one, incredib ly wi thout inc i¬
dent. Rather l ike an off-shore power boat
race, the whole of the Blackwater seemed
to be turned into awelter of foam by the
wakes of 36 gaffers going at maximum
hul l speed.

A s t h e fl e e t s h o t o f f o u t o f t h e R i v e r

(many cleared Bench Head Buoy some 8
miles distant in the hour) we noticed the
first casualty, the big Boston SmackTele-
graph. After showing atremendous turn

i i S O L E N T N E W S

Like everywhere else the Solent weath¬
er has been pretty poor and many events
spoilt. The June Rally on the Beaulieu
river happened on aday of gales and
driving rain. Afew boats did well to get
there: Venture and Young Alert from the
Hamble, Moya from Portsmouth and Pa-
meta. They were joined by two pointed
sail boats, Ron Frances in his new GRP
sloop who sai led from Weymouth in
conditions that many younger men would
have eschewed, and the Ungley's in Tar
Baby, their replacement for Janty. The
latter remains unsold and wanting agood

4
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on the Thursday and Friday which unfor¬
tunately prevented several boats from
getting to Brighton Saturday was asup¬
erb hot day. This is asplendid event and
each successive year seems to be better
t h a n t h e l a s t . W i t h t h e b o a t s a l l o n o n e

long outer pontoon there is great conviv¬
iality and when there was no wind in sight
near the start t ime there was no problem
in delaying the start for 1hour. One hour
later on at 11 a.m. we fired agun as the 10
mins, signal without aboat in sight. This
had the desired effect though and in
m o m e n t s s a i l s c o u l d b e s e e n o v e r t h e

harbour wal l , by the start al l boats were
out (but we won't mention motoring to
the linel). It was good to see Vigilance at
our gathering and how such alarge boat
goes so fast in light airs Ifail to under¬
stand. It was also apleasure to welcome
t h e C o l i n A r c h e r " L a r v i k " w h i c h i s r u n a s a
training ship out of Brighton, also Molly,
Impudence, Hotel Papa and Charlotte
May all of which are new to our rallies.
Dave and Sally Rockall brought Foam for
her first air ing since buying her and
although without atopsail went very well.
Nothing went like Olive Mary however
w h o o p e n e d u p a n e n o r m o u s l e a d a n d
h e l d i t t o t h e e n d t o w i n t h e R u m - o u r

major trophy. Our many thanks again to
our sponsors forthe prizesand particular¬
ly to the Marina Company for amost
enjoyable weekend. Please make ita date
next year and to everyone else abig
w e l c o m e i s w a i t i n g .

Venture and Skipjack can be seen, whi le
the topside being regularly whiped down
f o r s o m e o b s c u r e r e a s o n a r e t h o s e o f
Betty. Quite how the pontoons at Mercury
Yacht Harbour get transported to Bursle-
d o n i s n o t c l e a r a n d t h e w a y t h e t i d e
r u s h e s i n a n d o u t f r o m o n e s h o t t o t h e
next makes one gasp!

Dates for 1986. The Race next year will
be on Saturday 13September. It is hoped
to hold arally sometime in June. Abig
e v e n t f o r t r a d i t i o n a l v e s s e l s i s t o b e h e l d

by the French on 15th-17th August at
Douarnenez, West Brittany. If anything
like last year's event at Camaret it will be
well worth attending. Details in the next
N e w s l e t t e r . M a k e a n o t e i n y o u r d i a t I
n o w .

home so anyone who wants afine smal l
gaffer might do worse than look at her.
Fortunately quite alot of members came
by car and 26 enjoyed the hospital i ty of
the Royal Southampton Y.C. in the even¬
ing.

Flamble Regatta on 20/21 July fared a
b i t b e t t e r a n d h a d a G a f f e r C l a s s f o r t h e
first time this year, in which there were 12
starters. The race on Saturday had strong
w i n d s , a n d o n l y S o r e l l a a n d V e n t u r e
fi n i s h e d t h e c o u r s e , i n t h a t o r d e r . O n
Sunday the conditions were less arduous,
although still cool and blustery. Sorella
won again followed by Nerak and Ven¬
t u r e .

Bursledon Regatta on 31 August had a
fleet of 18 Gaffers starting and is becom¬
ing increasingly popular. The race in the
morning was over atr iangular course
taking in racing marks off Cowes and Hill
H e a d . W e a t h e r d u l l b u t w i n d m o d e r a t e
increasing to force 5. The visiting French
gaff yawl Maistra (J PBose) won on
corrected time by only 30 sec. from Nerak
who in turn was only 20 sec. ahead of
Byphyr. Abelt of rain passed through at
l u n c h t i m e b u t t h e s u n c a m e o u t f o r t h e
watersports in the afternoon. Our own
Mary Agnes was kept busy, having raced
in the morning, by being pressed into use
for both rowing and sculling races as well
a s a f a n c y d r e s s fl o a t a s a n E g y p t i a n
galley. The fireworks in the evening were
easily the best yet.

T h e S o l e n t R a c e o n 7 S e p t e m b e r w a s
lucky to have some reallygood weatherat
l a s t a n d a fi n e r a c e i n s u n a n d g o o d
breeze was enjoyed by the crews of 47
starters. Full report and results else¬
w h e r e . O f p a r t i c u l a r i n t e r e s t w a s t h e
French yawl Maist ra which again proved
fast. She is long, slim and handsome and
resembles agaff rigged 8metre. Another
new entry was Rula, aferro-cement Colin
Archerand sistership to Mahler but ketch
rigged. Recently launched on the Hamble
s h e w a s b u i l t b y o w n e r B C o o p e r o f
Netley. Foam was looking and going well
i n t h e h a n d s o f n e w o w n e r D a v e R o c k a l l .
What aspread of canvas she sets. It was
also agreat pleasure to have the 70 ft.
Brixham trawler Provident (Island Cruis¬
ing Club) racing again after an absence of
t w o y e a r s .

Telev is ion addic ts among you wi l l have
recognised the Elephant Boatyard in the
new ser ia l "Howards Way" . G l impses o f

t u r n e r s . N o v i c e t o t a l e n t e d a m a t e u r o r

semi-professional. Ron Bennett our tutor
c o m e s i n f o r a d r i n k b e f o r e d i n n e r . N o w
r e t i r e d , h e u s e d t o h a v e h i s b u s i n e s s i n
Poo le so has awea l th o f mar ine exper¬
i e n c e u s e f u l t o m e . W e d i s c u s s t h e e n d
fi t t i n g s f o r t h e n e w b o o m . R o n w i l l n o t
l e t m e u s e fl a t b a r b e n t a r o u n d . H e i n s i s t s
t h a t I c u r v e t h e m e t a l t o fi t t h e c u r v e o f t h e
w o o d e n s p a r u s i n g s w a g e a n d s w a g e -
block. Tomorrow he says we wil l learn to
forge bol ts, round headed, hexagon hea¬
d e d a n d c o u n t e r s u n k i n s t e e l a n d b r o n z e .

Then perhaps progress to forging fittings
and fire-welding. The dinner gong soun¬
ds .and we go down to the new refectory

me e legan t h i gh ce i l i nged room w i th
long windows. Choice of cold table or hot
dish or vegetarian meal; this is more like a
fi r s t c l a s s h o t e l t h a n a n e d u c a t i o n a l e s t ¬
ablishment. After the meal we can go
back to the workshops unt i l 10 p .m. So
we walk back to the forge shop admiring
the e legant f ront of th is fl int - faced man¬
s i o n i n t h e S u s s e x D o w n s l i t b y t h e
evening sun. Light up the forge and finish
the mast band. Nearly 10 o'clock now so
b a c k f o r a fi n a l d r i n k a n d a c o m f o r t a b l e
bed. How soon the 3day course is over
and tomorrow, Sunday, Igo home wi th a
satisfying collection of blacksmith's tools
and yacht parts Ihave made myself . This
is the last of 4three day courses covering
basic blacksmithing techniques and Iam
a l m o s t c o n fi d e n t n o w t h a t t h e m e t a l w i l l
d o w h a t I w a n t .

Postscript. Following asuggestion to the
Principal, the college is putting on a
p r a c t i c a l c o u r s e o n T r a d i t i o n a l B o a t ¬
building Repairs. The tutor will be Bob
Forsy th who hopes to cover c l inker and

^el planking; spiling methods; steam-^nd bending timbers, planks and mast
hoops; caulking and fastenings. If there is
s u f fi c i e n t i n t e r e s t o t h e r c o u r s e s c o u l d
f o l l o w . T h e fi r s t c o u r s e o f t h i s n e w v e n ¬

ture wi l l run for four days 2-6th January
1 9 8 6 a n d c o s t s f r o m £ 7 8 f o r a d a y
studenttoEl 31 resident(recommended)
in asingle room. Detai ls may be obtained
from West Dean College, West Dean,
C h i c h e s t e r, P 0 1 8 O Q Z .

t

D a v i d C a d e ,

K

S o r e l l a ( b u i l t 1 8 5 8 ) a t s t a r t o f 1 9 8 5
S o l e n t R a c e - P h o t o J . D e n n e r .

BLACKSMITHING AT WEST DEAN by
Sam Bayliss I

:€W i r A

The beer flowed smoothly down the dry
t h r o a t . E a r l i e r t h e w a r m b a t h w a t e r h a d

eased the aching l imbs and l i f ted off the
layer of coke dust. At the bar in the
p a n e l l e d h a l l I s u r v e y e d m y f e l l o w c r a f t
workers -all ages, sizes, shapes. Music
m a k e r s , e n a m e l l e r s , s i l v e r s m i t h s , w o o d

B R I G H T O N M A R I N A R A L L Y f t R A C E
13th July 1985.

The sixth rally at Brighton was particu¬
larly lucky with the weather. After gales

Larvik (Built 1920)
Light airs did not suit her.
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