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"Madcap", Bristol Channel Pilot Cutter built in 1875, with reefed main,

sails out to the start of this year's Solent Race.■l i

P h o t o J . D e n n e r

’Greenshank", budt by R.S. Burt at Falmouth m1914,
seen here in E. C. Race this year.

Pho to B renda Jago 'y
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O L D G A F F E R S A S S O C I A T I O N

ROBERT S IMPER,
Sluice Cottage, Ramsholt Woodbridge, Suffolk (0394) 411273

M I C H A E L B U R N ,
Grove Farm House, Little Bealings, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 6LT.
(0473 )626549

Hon. Treasurer and BILL BROWN,
Membership Sec.: Wheal Cock, Porkellis, Helston, Cornwall TR13 OJS (0326) 40198

P r e s i d e n t :

Hon . Secre ta ry :

Newsletter Editor:D A V I D C A D E ,
Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye, Sussex TN31 7NT (0797) 223040

Boat Regis ter : D I C K a n d P A T D A W S O N

10 Hartscroft, Linton Glade, Croydon, Surrey CR0 9LA. 01 6570498

cA R E A S E C R E T A R I E S A N D R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S

N o r t h E a s t :
D . Bosomwor th , 2Quays ide Cour t , Be l l S t ree t , Nor th Sh ie lds NE30 1HF.

E a s t C o a s t :
J.R. Wainwright, Port View, New Road, Mistley, Nr. Manningtree, Essex. 020639 3537

Cinque Por ts :
D.J. Cade, Steps Cottage, Playden, Rye, Sussex. 0797 223040

S o l e n t :
S.G. Bayliss, 135 Peperharow Road, Godaiming, Surrey. 04868 28652

S o u t h W e s t :
P. Lucas, Bay Tree House, Church Hill, Kingswear, S. Devon TQ6 OBX. 080425 457

C o r n w a l l :
W. S tevenson , Moor View, P ink Moors , S t . Day, Redru th , Cornwa l l . 0209 820620

B r i s t o l C h a n n e l :
M.E. White, 80 Kilmersdon Road, Haydon, Radstock, Bath, Somerset. 0761 32237

N o r t h W a l e s :

D.A. Caton, Moss Towers, 30-32 Greenfield Road, Colwyn Bay, Clwyd. (0492) 3052

Clyde:
I .S . N i cho l l s , 12 /1 Dumba in Road , Ha ldane , Ba l l och , Dumbar tonsh i re . 0389 58507

"Foam" -West Country Lugger now gaff ketch off Cowes
"Velsheda" in background.

I if SSOCIATION STOCK LIST
Membership Flags

B u r g e e s

U . K . O V E R S E A S
£ 8 . 5 0
£ 8 . 0 0
£ 7 . 5 0
£ 6 . 5 0
£ 4 . 5 0

1 8 £ 8 . 2 5
£ 7 . 7 5
£ 7 . 1 5
£ 6 . 2 5
£ 4 . 2 5

1 2
3 6 nF r a n c e :

J.C. Credin, Le Veu Herve, 22360 Langreux, France.

G e r m a n y a n d B e l g i u m :
Alexander Nurnberg, Bleickenallee 8, 2000 Hamburg 50, W. Germany.

O . G . A . o f U . S . A . :
Leonard G. Kavanagh, 88 Lenox Road, Nahant, MA 01908, U.S.A.

O.G.A . , Vancouve r :
Peter M. Heibery, 2445 West 7 th Avenue, Vancouver B.C. , Canada.

O .G .A . , Wes te rn Aus t ra l i a :
F rank D. Marchan t , P.O. Box 111 , C la remont 6010 , Wes te rn Aus t ra l ia .

3 2 4
1 8■f

Botany wool V-neck sweaters wi th OGA mot i f . Most s izes.
Ti e s ( M u l t i - m o t i f )
Brooches (pin type)

C a r s t i c k e r

Prices include postage and packing -surface mail for overseas.
Please address orders, with cheques or postal orders made out to: The Old Gaffers
Association, and if possible an addressed label for despatch to:

Mrs. B.V. BROWN, Wheal Cock, Porkellis, Helston, Cornwall TR13 OJS.
Orders will not be despatched until payment has been received.

£ 1 6 . 5 0■ i

£ 3 . 0 0
£ 1 . 5 0

£ 3 . 2 5
£ 1 . 6 5

4 0 p 5 0 p



B O A T S F O R S A L E

R O - A N - M O R O . G . A . 8 4 3 , S S R 0 6 7 8 6 .

25ft. X8ft. 6ins. x4ft. 6ins. Superb 1978
G a f f C u t t e r m o d e l l e d o n t r a d i t i o n a l
F a l m o u t h W o r k i n g B o a t l i n e s . S t r o n g
G . R . P. / l r o k o c o n s t r u c t i o n w i t h l e a d k e e l .
Adapted for extensive cruising/racing.
1 9 8 4 1 5 g . p . Ya n m a r D i e s e l - F i v e f u l l
length berths -Heads -galley -chart table
-electr ic l ight ing -Radio -Echo Sounder -
Log -New Ma insa i l -Good Tery lene sa i l
wardrobe -Avon infla tab le d inghy. Eas i l y
handled, ready to sa i l away -wel l wor th
coming to Cornwa l l to v iew. Barga in a t
£8750. Ring 0872 76807.

R o - a n - m o r
’ - ' S 3

G U E R N S E Y B U I L T G a f f e r . 1 6 f t . 4 i n s . x

6ft, 6ins, built 1904, pine on oak, cooker,
8 h p d i e s e l , n a v. l i g h t s , 9 s a i l s , 1 b e r t h .
2 V 2 h p S e a g u l l , n e w m a s t a n d s / s
r igging, new cabin 1983, glassed to
w a t e r l i n e . £ 2 0 0 0 . Te l . 0 4 8 1 8 2 3 1 4 8 ,
A lderney Channe l I s land . (Be low) .

"Storm" sailing again -seen here on her first outing in Rye Bay in July.

E D I T O R I A L C O M M E N T

The summer, such as it was, has slipped by and avery full programme of events for
gaffers is now all but completed. It seems, from the reports that there has generally been
e i t h e r t o o m u c h w i n d o r n o n e a t a l l .

)/lembershlp continues to grow which is particularly pleasing and this includes ahigh
percentage of owners of modern gaff r igged boats. On the subject of membership i t is
worth reminding members that anyone can jo in our associat ion, there are no condi t ions
except for an interest in gaff r ig, and we are keen to continue expansion.

In my travels this year Ihave seen fine restorations of old and interesting boats. Iam in
need of some good cover photo s tor ies -or boat h is tor ies -or jus t fu l l anatomica l and
historical details, and Iwonder whether some of these owners or friends could write them
up for the newsletter. Remember that this journal is to alarge extent what you make it by
y o u r c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

It is with great sorrow that we record the death of Elder Gaffer John Leavens at his home
in Massachusetts U.S.A. on the 5th May this year, he was 80. John and his wife helped to
found t he Ca tboa t Assoc ia t i on i n 1962 and subsequen t l y t ook ag rea t i n t e res t i n ou r
Assoc ia t ion and p romoted i t th roughout the S ta tes .

I

T E A L ( 7 2 9 ) 1 8 f t . x 6 f t . 6 i n s . x 3 f t . G a f f
s l o o p . B u i l t b y W i g g i n s o f G r e a t
Wakering, Essex for himself in 1947.
Present owners purchased her f rom h is
daughter in 1974. New mast, mainsail
and rol ler j ib (both tan terylene) in
1 9 8 4 / 5 . 2 B e r t h s , 2 r i n g g a s b u r n e r .
Seagull longshaft outboard, anchors and
wooden dinghy. Lying afloat on Essex
coast, ready to sail. Offers around £1800.
T e l . 0 6 2 1 - 7 4 1 5 9 5 .

t

Next news le t te r December, copy by 7 th November p lease.

2 0 1



1 1 4 4 7
1 1 6 2 8
1 1 7 9 8
1 2 3 1 9
1 2 4 3 3
1 2 5 3 2
1 3 0 0 8
1 3 3 1 6
1 3 6 5 3
1 3 7 0 5
1 3 7 4 2
1 3 8 6 0
1 3 9 3 6
1 4 0 9 2
1 5 1 3 0
1 5 5 1 7
1 5 6 5 2
1 7 0 7 8

1 4 2 2 0
1 4 4 6 3
1 4 8 5 9
1 6 2 5 2
1 7 7 6 2
1 6 3 1 8
1 6 6 7 8
1 6 2 0 0
1 5 8 7 6
1 7 1 7 4
1 6 6 5 7
1 6 8 0 0
1 7 8 6 7
1 7 5 2 7
1 8 6 4 8
2 0 5 8 0
1 8 2 0 0
1 9 8 5 8

91 0 T e r n
M i g r a n t
K e s t r e l
J a c k C r i c k
D o o r m o u s e
S e a P i e
M o o n s t o n e V
N s a t t e r j a c k
A n n a L o u i s e
C l a r i s s a
M a r c h H a r e
D r e a m
R e b o a t e
R a p u n z e l
J e n n y
C o l u n a
P e n

W E L C O M E T O T H E F O L L O W I N G N E W M E M B E R S
1 01 1
1 1R. Timothy Beilby, 24 Melrose Gardens, Glasgow, G20 6RA.

Peter Booty, 17 West St reet , Wal ton-on-Naze, Essex.
H e l e n B r a i t h w a i t e , 1 2 0 Ti n s h i l l M o u n t , L e e d s , L S I 6 7 A U .
M. Brimley, 42 Grange Road, Netley Abbey, Southampton, SOS 5FE.
M.A, Cooper, 691 DLondon Road, H igh Wycombe, Bucks. HP11 1HD.
Adr ian J . Cox, Wood lands, Ponsanooth , Truro , Cornwal l , TR3 7JA.
Christopher S. Davis, 14 Pleasant Road, Milton, Southsea, Hants. P04 8JU.
A.P.H. Doran , L la in De lyn , Cape l Mawr, Bodorgan, Ang lesey.
Peter Ha ls tad, "Br ia r " , Hu l l Mar ina , Hu l l , HU1 1UH.
K.R. Hogg, 18 Bourn Avenue, H i l l ingdon, Middx.

A S T R E A 8 0 2
K R I S T I N A 1 0 3 4

S I L V E R G A I N
M A U D

M I S T Y ( B m d n )
L U C Y
A D A

W H I T E C L O U D 6 0 2
B R I A R

D A I S Y 9 9 2
Martyn Jenkins, 'Lynton ' , Morgans Vale Road, Redlynch, Downton, Sal isbury, SP5 2HU.

W O N D E R
Anthony E.S. Lane, 2The Anchorage, East Road, East Mersea, Colchester, Essex.

S T R O L L E R

1 2
1 51 3
2 21 4
1 61 5
1 81 6
1 41 7
1 31 8
2 01 9
1 72 0
1 92 1
2 32 2
2 12 3
2 42 4
2 62 5

,( 2 7James L . Mat t i son , Be lvedere House, Burnham on Crouch, Essex . ( Jt '
2 5PRAIRIE OYSTER (Bmdri

Edwin T. R i tch ie , 22 St . Br idget Crescent , S tonehaven, K incard inesh i re , AB3 2GL.
L A S T I N G M E M O R Y

D E B E N A N G E L
G L E E 3 1 1

N A I A D
M E R L Y N I I

J i l l

A D V E R T I S E M E N T SMichae l S teer, 64 Gunton Dr ive , Lowes to f t , Su f fo lk .
Te r ry Watson , 81 Buck lesham Road , Ipsw ich .
Paul Whittle, Mowbray Cottage, South Street, Manningtree, Essex.
Edgar Williams, 21 Cavendish Drive, Lawford, Manningtree, Essex.

All advertisements are published in good faith and, subject to editing, as received from
contributors but we cannot guarantee or accept responsibility for their accuracy of
d e s c r i p t i o n .

" P O R T H E N N I S " o f P e n z a n c e ( 1 2 3 9 ) .
Genuine Cornish Mount's Bay Crabber
bui l t Por th leven, Cornwal l 1912. Pine on
oak frames, galvanized dump fastened,
g a f f c u t t e r 2 7 f t . 6 i n s . x 8 f t . 6 i n s . x 4 f t .
6 i n s . + 9 f t . B o w s p r i t . D i s p l a c e m e n t
6.5 tons. (Afloat on the Medway) .
"Perth Ennis" came out of fishing service
i n 1 9 7 4 a s P . Z . 3 9 . S h e h a s b e e n
ex tens ive ly res to red and conver ted to a
GAFF CUTTER between 1979 and 1983,
being or ig ina l ly 2masted lug r igged. She
h a s h a d a l l S T E M , S T E R N P O S T a n d
D E A D W O O D f a s t e n i n g s r e n e w e d
i n c l u d i n t t i n g o f a n a d d i t i o n a l c o l l i s i o n
' r e a s t h o o k i n t h e b o w a t w a t e r l e v e l . A l l

eel bolts have been replaced and the hull
has had many new larch planks. She has
been total ly recaulked with cotton and ail
seams repayed. Many f rames have been
r e p l a c e d u s i n g G R O W N O A K . A l l d e c k
b e a m s a n d b e a m s h e l f s a r e n e w o a k .
Ca r l i ns a re new Doug las F i r. Ma in
S t a y s a i l a n d J i b n e w 1 9 8 4 i n d a r k t a n
t e r y l e n e . A l l b l o c k s n e w 1 9 8 4 . A l l
running r igging, halyards and sheets are
po lyes te r. She i s fi t ted w i th a fu l l se t o f
D.T.I. navigation lights. New galvanized
standing r igging was fitted last season to
su rveyo rs spec i fica t i on . Mas t and spa rs
a r e i n w e l l m a i n t a i n e d o r d e r . T h e
bowsprit is reeving. Compass and dinghy.
There are 3ample ber ths wi th underbunk

X
aN E W A D D I T I O N S T O S T O C K L I S T

IB O T A N Y W O O L S W E A T E R S
Colours -Navy, Maroon and Grey,
Most sizes up to 44".
Order through Bill Brown.
P r i c e £ 1 6 . 5 0 .

»

: > f m\
\

' X

" F o r t h t n n i s
f r j

S w e a t e r m o t i f

( storage, separate seat ing and heads are
i n a s e p a r a t e c o m p a r t m e n t f o r w a r d . 2
burner gas stove, gr i l l and sink. Electr ic
l i gh t s and new sw i t ch pane l a re fi t t ed .
There is ample scope for addit ional
storage. ENGINE PETTER 12hp(handand
e l e c t r i c s t a r t , n e w b a t t e r y ) o v e r h a u l e d
totally 1985. New 15 gallon fuel tank.
W a r m t h c o m e s f r o m a T O R T O I S E N o . 1

stove. 35 fathoms of tested three eighths
of an inch galvanised chain and anchors.
This is agenuine sale as Iam buying
b igge r -wood o f cou rse !
Price £6750, but Iwould be pleased to
l i s t e n t o o f f e r s . I f i n t e r e s t e d , p l e a s e
c o n t a c t B A R R Y H O B B S B r i s t o l ( 0 2 7 2 )
778871 Tuesday and Thursday evenings
between 7.00 and 9.00 p.m.

(Actual size)̂

T - S H I R T S

Large motif on chest, navy on white or
wh i te on navy.
Sizes S, M, Land XL. Pr ice £4.00.

S W E A T S H I R T S
Same design as T-shirt embroidered on
left breast in sizes S, M, L, XL and XXL.
Colours -Navy, Maroon, Grey and Green.
P r i c e £ 1 0 . 0 0 o r e x t r a £ 1 . 0 0 f o r b o a t

name. Order either of these through
H o n . S e c . M i k e B u r n .

S w e a t s h i r t a n d T - s h i r t m o t i f

2 1 9



M I N U T E S O F T H E A N N U A L G E N E R A L M E E T I N G H E L D A T T H E N A V A L C L U B ,
H I L L S T R E E T, L O N D O N , W . 1 O N S A T U R D A Y, 1 4 t h F E B R U A R Y, 1 9 8 7 .

2 0 2 3 2 9 4
2 2 0 0 4
2 3 7 1 4
2 3 7 5 0
2 0 3 5 8
2 0 3 9 0
2 1 0 3 9
2 4 8 3 5
2 3 5 8 4
2 0 5 4 4
2 2 6 1 5
2 1 2 4 8
2 1 4 6 0
2 3 3 0 3
2 3 4 4 2
2 1 9 6 7
2 2 3 1 3
2 3 2 1 9
2 0 8 9 8
2 1 9 1 2
1 9 5 0 0
2 1 3 3 8
2 2 9 3 0
2 4 2 4 1
2 4 3 1 2
2 4 9 6 1
2 3 8 2 0
2 3 1 8 0
2 0 4 3 3
2 4 3 5 0
2 3 1 6 0
2 3 9 5 6
2 3 3 9 4
2 3 0 3 7
2 3 2 4 3
2 3 0 1 0
2 2 9 3 2
2 5 0 7 5
1 8 4 8 7
2 4 4 5 6
2 6 0 2 0
2 5 3 1 4
2 6 2 1 7
2 9 8 2 9

4 1 2 0 0 3 3
2 0 0 4 6
2 0 1 5 7
2 0 1 6 4
2 0 2 1 5
2 0 2 8 8
2 0 4 0 8
2 0 4 3 9
2 0 6 3 6
2 0 6 4 7
2 0 6 9 3
2 0 6 9 5
2 0 7 0 9
2 0 8 5 6
2 0 8 6 3
2 0 8 9 1
2 0 9 5 2
2 0 9 9 0
2 1 0 0 2
2 1 2 9 8
2 1 3 5 2
2 1 8 7 1
2 1 9 9 0
2 2 0 1 1
2 2 0 5 1
2 2 3 6 5
2 2 4 6 2
2 2 4 8 5
2 2 5 7 8
2 2 5 9 7
2 2 6 7 4
2 2 7 5 8
2 2 8 3 3
2 3 1 7 5
2 3 1 9 6
2 3 5 3 9
2 3 6 6 6
2 3 9 4 7
2 4 3 8 4
2 4 4 5 6
2 5 3 6 9
2 6 0 2 3
2 6 7 9 4
2 8 4 2 7

2K i s m e t
S t o n e c h a t
M i z p a h
K i t t y
M e r m a i d
G r a c i e
M i r a n d a

C a l i p h
Lady Hi lary
Sto rmy Pet re l
S a u n t r e s s
U n a B
B o n i t a
G r e e n s h a n k

Sea Pig

2 1 2 4 2
4 8 22 2

(These M inu tes shou ld be read i n con junc t i on w i th t he Treasu re r ' s repo r t i n 1987 /1 .
Date and t ime o f 1988 A.G.M. w i l l be not ified in 1987/4 . Ed. )

5 0 22 3
1 1 12 4
1 2 12 5
1 8 12 6
5 8 22 7

P r e s e n t :4 7 22 8
R.H. S imper
C.R. Wi l l iamson (East Coast)
R. Francis (Solent)
M . R . B u r n
W . A . B r o w n

and th i r t y -one o the r members .

P r e s i d e n t
V i c e - P r e s i d e n t s

12 9 1 5
2 9 23 0
1 9 13 1

S e c r e t a r y
T r e a s u r e r

2 1 13 2
4 2 23 3
4 5 23 4
2 3 13 5 F ly

The President apologised for the cancellation of the Annual General Meeting called for
January 17th. Unfortunately owing to the weather conditions it had become apparent
that three-quarters of the people who wanted to come would not have been ableto make

2 6 23 6 W e n d y
P e l i c a n
N o o r d e r z o n

Marigold
H e l e n a n d V i o l e t
O l i v i a M a r y
M a d e l e i n e
V i v i d a
F r a n c e s c a
L e M o u l i n V e r t
S a l a m a t J a l a n
L ' A t a l a n t a
C h a r l o t t e E l l e n
P r a w n e r
H w a n n
P r i v a t e e r

N e p e n t h e
G j o a
Hooge Springer
A n n a C r a n e
P h a n t o m
A l i c e a n d F l o r r i e
D e i n e m e i d
Neljan
S e a H o r s e
Wi l l i am and Emi l y
S t a d a t s
C o r o n a t i o n

)2 y3 73 7
1 7 13 8

i t .2 2 13 9
1 0 14 0

MINUTES of the Annual General Meeting held on Saturday, 11th January 1986, as
reported in Newsletter 1986/2, were taken as read.

2 0 14 1
3 1 24 2

25 54 3
M A T T E R S A R I S I N G5 6 24 4

25 94 5
a . R e s u l t o f t h e N a m e B a l l o t5 2 24 6

3 6 14 7
The President announced that 194 members had voted to keep the name unchanged. 42
members had voted for the name to be changed.

Ian Edmond commented that the poll represented 36% of our membership, which was
cons ide red p re t t y good .

11 44 8
5 4 15 0
3 9 15 1
5 8 15 2
4 4 15 3
3 5 15 4

P R E S I D E N T ' S R E P O R T3 8 15 5
3 4 15 6

The President expressed regret at the death of Alec Rangabe, one of the founder
members of the Associat ion, but added that several of the other founder members were
s t i l l a c t i v e . T h e A s s o c i a t i o n w a s g a i n i n g s t r e n g t h . D a v i d C a d e h a d p u t u p a g o o d
argument for enlarging the Newsletter. New gaff-rig boats were being designed and the
fu tu re looked b r igh t .

[SECRETARY'S REPORT
Mike Burn said that he had not been able to do as much as he would have liked this year,
but we had now got acomputer system and would be able to provide added services for
m e m b e r s .

3 2 15 7
6 0 15 8

475 9
5 7 46 0

26 26 1
16 16 2

)6 3 16 3
6 4 26 4

\

Rtd Merlyn, Longhaul, Chitchat, Samphire, Band of Hope, Little Windflower, Elaine, Rose
of Pagelsham, Alan, Mole.

C L A S S 3 O P E N B O A T S R A C E At the Committee Meeting held prior to this meeting, there had been suggestions to
change the date and venue of the A.G.M. The Naval Club was expensive. Cancellation
because of the weather condi t ions in January had cost us a lo t o f money. There were
thoughts of moving the A.G.M. around the Areas.

He had been looking at the insurance scheme and was hoping to organise ascheme
which would appeal to more than the 6% of members presently insured under the
B o w r i n g s c h e m e .

He was trying to create afull members list, including boat details, which would be
a v a i l a b l e t o a l l m e m b e r s .

»

1 1 0 0 8 7
1 0 4 2 9
1 0 7 2 3
1 0 7 4 6
1 0 9 5 8
1 1 0 6 4
1 1 3 7 6
1 1 3 7 6
1 1 3 8 3

T h r i f t
Ta f f y
D o r a d e
N a t i v e
P e w e i t

L a d y G w i n f r e d
H u s h
B l u e b i r d
Ha l cyon

1 1 8 9 5
1 2 0 1 5
1 3 4 3 8
1 3 5 0 0
1 3 6 9 0
1 3 9 7 0
1 3 9 9 3
1 3 9 9 3
1 4 9 2 0

1
22
33
44
55
66
77
87 =

1 29

31 8



T R E A S U R E R ' S R E P O R T 1 9 8 7 I N D C O O P E E A S T C O A S T O L D G A F F E R S R A C E P R I Z E W I N N E R S

Bi l l Brown presented the Accounts and said that not a l l the Areas submit ted thei r own
Accounts . Ron Franc is expressed concern that the amount for Area Admin is t ra t ion had
more than doubled. Bill explained that some of the monies claimed back by the Areas
rep resen ted Na t i ona l pub l i c i t y.

Further discussion regarding Area Administration was adjourned to later in the meeting.

Mike Burn proposed that the Accounts be adopted. This was seconded by Sam Bayliss
a n d c a r r i e d .

East Coast Old Gaffers Trophy
Pussers Rum Trophy
C r u i s e r Tr o p h y
To m B o l t o n M e m o r i a l Tr o p h y
Cornish Shrimpers Trophy
S t o n e Tr o p h y
A u s t i n E d g e
Davey Trophy
F lun t Trophy
Sheave Trophy
B o a t W o r l d R o s e B o w l
Titheridge Trophy
T a r k a ' s P i n
Seamanship Award
''up for Trying

,d Flarry
F i r s t C l a s s O n e
S e c o n d C l a s s O n e
T h i r d C l a s s O n e
F i r s t C l a s s T w o
S e c o n d C l a s s T w o
T h i r d C l a s s T w o

S h e e n a
A s t i V
M y Q u e s t
S u n b e a m
S t r o l l e r
A d e l l e
S t o n e c h a t

F lyac in th
M a d e l i e n e
P e a c e
C h i t t a b o b I V
B l u e H a w k
H w a n n
G r e e n s h a n k
S t a d a t s
C o r o n a t i o n
L i z z i e A n n i e
M e r m a i d
G r a c i e
J a d e
S h e i l a
D e v a

A R E A A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

There was lengthy d iscussion regarding the amount which could be rec la imed f rom the
General Fund by any Area. Some members were under the impression that an Area was
entitled to receive aper capita sum of £2.00 but Sam Baylisssaid that we could not affon
t h i s w i t h o u t i n c r e a s i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n s . O u t o f t h e p r e s e n t £ 6 . 5 0 , £ 4 . 0 0 w e n t o n t h i
Newsle t te r and th is wou ld be h igher in fu ture .

When an Area incurred expendi ture on behal f o f the Assoc iat ion th is was rec la imable.
When money was spent on amai l -shot for apart icu lar event , th is expendi ture should be
covered by the income f rom that event .

Nobody wished to detract from what the East Coast were doing and achieving in the way
of increased membership figures, but views had been aired and they might like to look
more cr i t ica l ly a t the i r figures next year.

I t was expressed by amember tha t the Na t iona l Commi t tee shou ld look a t the who le
quest ion o f Area expenses very care fu l ly and repor t back to the next Annual Genera l
Meet ing. This was seconded by Ron Francis and carr ied.

Z e t l a n d Tr o p h y
Cockleshell Trophy
A lpha P i t t Memor ia l Trophy
D u l c i b e l l a Tr o p h y
F i r s t C l a s s T h r e e
S e c o n d C l a s s T h r e e
T h i r d C l a s s T h r e e

T h r i f t
D o r a d e
Ta f f y
A n n a L o u i s e
N a t i v e
P e w i t
L a d y G w i n f r e d

E L E C T I O N O F O F F I C E R S

Class Four Trophy D e i n e m e i d
There be ing no o ther nominat ions . B i l l B rown was re -e lec ted Treasurer.
D a v i d C a d e w a s c o n fi r m e d a s E d i t o r o f t h e N e w s l e t t e r a n d s a i d t h e n e x t i s s u e w a s
planned for the end of February/beginning of March. The last issue would come out
before Chr is tmas wi th suffic ient not ice for the A.G.M. The two middle issues would be
'floating' but kept as near as possible to three monthly intervals.

EAST COAST OLD GAFFERS RACE -FULL RESULTS

P o s .
C o r r

N a m e o f B o a t F i n i s h
T i m e

P o s .
L i n e

C o r r
T i m e

C L

A N Y O T H E R B U S I N E S S 1 S h e e n a
A s t i V
C h i t t a b o b I V
J a d e

M y Q u e s t
S h e i l a
H y a c i n t h
P e a c e
S t r o l l e r
L i z z i e A n n i e
A d e l l e
B l u e H a w k
D e v a
S h o a l W a t e r s
T a r k a
S u n b e a m
M o l e
E l i z a M a u d e
R i p p l e

1 7 2 8 4
1 6 8 5 6
1 7 2 1 6
1 8 8 2 1
2 0 7 4 5
2 0 4 2 1
1 9 0 9 7
1 8 1 6 8
2 2 4 5 4
1 8 4 5 3
2 3 3 8 0
2 2 2 8 0
2 2 9 9 7
2 3 5 7 9
2 2 9 1 9
1 6 9 8 8
2 3 7 6 1
2 2 5 6 3
2 3 2 8 0

4 1 6 3 6 8
1 6 7 7 2
1 6 9 9 2
1 7 0 3 3
1 8 5 2 5
1 8 5 6 3
1 9 0 0 1
1 9 0 7 6
1 9 0 8 6
1 9 1 5 4
1 9 2 6 5
1 9 3 3 9
1 9 4 3 2
1 9 5 7 1
1 9 5 9 6
1 9 6 8 9
1 9 7 6 9
1 9 7 6 9
2 0 0 2 0

2
1 2

Date of Meeting: There had been asuggestion from the National Committee that thrf
A.G.M. should be moved around the Areas. About athird of those present were nor

3 2
8 2

against the idea in principle but after general discussion it was felt that the A.G.M. should
c o n t i n u e t o b e h e l d i n L o n d o n .

5 1 6 2
'J 6 1 3 2

7 9 1
Bill Brown proposed that instead of the above aNational Committee Meeting should be
he ld i n ad i f f e ren t A rea each yea r a t t he same t ime as tha t A rea ' s A .G.M. Th is was
seconded by Mike Burn and carr ied.

There was further discussion on asuggestion that the date of the A.G.M. should be
changed to the beginning of December or end of October, but it was decided to keep to the
last Saturday of the London Boat Show as usual .

It was suggested that more effort should be made to persuade builders of gaff-rigged
boats to inc lude O.G.A. publ ic i ty wi th thei r sales b lurb. I t was ment ioned that Cornish
Crabbers were already doing this and David Cade said that he had written to anumber of
builders of gaff-rig in connection with an article in afuture Newsletter.

8 5 1
9 2 7 2

1 0 6 1
1 1 4 3 2
1 2 2 5 2
1 3 3 3 2
1 4 4 6 2
1 5 3 0 2
1 6 2 1
1 7 5 1 2
1 8 2 8 2
1 9 4 0 2

4 1 7



the fi lm cameraman, d id wel l as second
smack, winning the Sheave Trophy yet
aga in , wh i l s t L i zz ie Ann ie was show ing
even more improvement to win the class
1 p r i z e - a p o t e n t i a l To m B o l t o n W i n n e r
t h a t o n e l B u t a n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i n c i d e n t

w a s o n l y j u s t a v o i d e d a s t h e m i g h t y
Deinemeid swept in to take the class IV -a
couple of places higher and Tollesbury
w o u l d h a v e l e f t t h e C o m m o n M a r k e t !

F o u n d a b a n d o n e d i n a h e d g e r o w a n d
restored just in time to take part, she
sums up the sp i r i t o f the assoc ia t ion i f
no th ing e lse .

The open boats race was held whilst the
larger craft were out at sea. This was well
s u p p o r t e d a g a i n a t t r a c t i n g e n t r i e s f r o m
as far away as Cumbria (March Hare). The
o p e n b o a t s d i d n o t r e c e i v e t h e s a m e
st rength o f w ind as the o ther fleet , and
th is should have favoured the Tol lesbury
B o a t s i n t h e i r n e e d l e m a t c h w i t h W e s t
Mersea. But John Jowers powered Thrift
to take l ine honours, narrowly beating the
loftily rigged TEOD Taffy from Tollesbury.
S t a b l e m a t e D o r a d e , s a i l e d b y H a m i s f
Stuart took the “bronze", so it was jus,
a b o u t h o n o u r s e v e n b e t w e e n t h e t w o

villages. Of course there were others in
the race , o f pa r t i cu la r men t i on was t he
e x - M e r s e y F e r r y l i f e b o a t A n n a L o u i s e ,
w h o d i d v e r y w e l l t o k e e p u p w i t h t h e
swif t tacking gaffers with her dipping lug

Mike Burn said that a large number of members were probably not insured and he was
hoping to be able to introduce ascheme which would attract more members, George Jago
expressed some concern at the O.G.A. accepting commission or introduction fees from
i n s u r a n c e c o m p a n i e s .

Maurice Bailey asked if it would be possible for the Secretary to keep alist of surveyors for
old wooden boats. Mike Burn replied he would be very pleased to do so if anyone would let
h im know of su i tab le surveyors .

David Cade mentioned that there was apossibi l i ty of abig get-together on the South-east
corner of England in 1988 to celebrate the Association's 25th Anniversary. Eurther
d e t a i l s l a t e r .Hyacinth profited from her slightly better

TCF and an excellent performance to take
the magnificent Davey Trophy, but agood
TCE couldn't help Jade, the Medway OD
w h o h a s w o n t h e E a s t C o a s t O l d G a f f e r s

Trophy more than anyone else. She had
to be satisfied with first in class, but al l
our thanks go to Gayle Heard for being an
e x c e l l e n t C o m m o d o r e . T h e n e w
C o m m o d o r e o f t h e E a s t C o a s t w i l l b e
Kevin Euller, skipper of the Erench 7.5
met re Sheena , who sa i l ed an exce l l en t
race to take the major Trophy of the event.
Some sympathy must go to Chittabob, so
c l o s e e v e r y y e a r s i n c e s h e w a s
re launched , and sa i l i ng we l l above he r
potential at times. However, she adds the
Stone trophy to the Crouch Plate “Batt le
o f t h e R i g s " T r o p h y a l r e a d y o n h e r
sk ipper ' s man t lep iece .

Unfortunately for those in the last 2/3rds
of the fleet, the wind fell away completely
a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e r i v e r . T h i s w a s
pa r t i cu l a r l y f r us t r a t i ng f o r nobby Deva ,
w h o s e c r e w h a d w o r k e d s o h a r d t o m a k e
u p g r o u n d l o s t o n t h e r u n t o f e l l o w
M i s t l e y m a n “ M a d e l e i n e " , w h o m s h e
w a s c h a l l e n g i n g f o r t h e n e w c l a s s 2
working boat trophy (the Hunt Trophy).
She saw her newly gained lead snatched
away In the last mile by the larger boat,
sailing so much better this year with new
topsail and self tacking staysail.

Ta rka d id we l l t o ca r ry ap r i va te b reeze
r i g h t f r o m t h e b a c k o f t h e fl e e t , a n d
although she did not do quite well enough
to take apr ize, she had the p leasure of
knowing that one of her belaying pins
went to the Belg ian Col in Archer Hwann
as atrophy for the longest distance sailed
by acompet i tor to the race.

The modern gaffers, whilst still slower
than the best old'uns, are getting better.
Indeed the pedigree of winning Cornish
shrimper Stroller is almost acceptable.

The meet ing c losed at 7.55 p.m.

NOTE: The National Committee is meeting in Cornwall this year, prior to the Cornwall
'Area A.G.M. at My lor Yacht Club on 24th October. The Committee meeting Is at 3.00 p.m.
Snd the Area A.G.M. at 6.30 p.m.) «

A R E A N E W S

C L Y D E

Minna was first away hotly pursued by
H i l d a s a y a n d F e r r y m a n w i t h P u f fi n
m a k i n g a m o r e l e i s u r e l y s t a r t . T h e
nor ther ly w ind meant ahard beat a l l the
w a y o r s o w e t h o u g h t b u t n o t l o n g
afterwards the wind fell away to become
a fi c k l e a n d c a p r i c i o u s t h i n g w h i c h
seemed to keep heading us until we were
n e a r l y d e m e n t e d . Va r i o u s t a c t i c s w e r e
t r i e d , b o a t s c r o s s e d a n d r e c r o s s e d t h e
river tacking and tacking again in search
o f pu f fs and f reshe ts wh ich d ied be fo re
t h e y c o u l d fi l l t h e s a i l s . A t o n e t i m e
Hildasay lay becalmed with Ferryman
half amile ahead and moving on the
C o w a l s i d e o f t h e r i v e r w h i l e M i n n a

thought she had the race in the bag
across the other s ide where the l ine lay
l e s s t h a n a m i l e a w a y. H o w e v e r M i n n a
lost her wind. Hildasay found enough
breeze to carry her across the ebb wi th
Fer ryman c lose as te rn and sudden ly a l l
t h r e e . P u f fi n h a v i n g r e t i r e d , w e r e
together. Hildasay ghosted past Minna by
going closer inshore and out of the t ide.
At the line which was changed by mutual
s h o u t e d a g r e e m e n t H i l d a s a y l e d M i n n a
by five seconds bu t Fer ryman took
a n o t h e r t w e n t y fi v e m i n u t e s t o fi n d
enough wind to cross.

O n c o r r e c t e d t i m e t h e r e s u l t s w e r e :

T h e a n n u a l r a c e h e l d i n J u n e w a s
a b a n d o n e d d u e t o l a c k o f s u p p o r t a n d
a n o t h e r r a c e w i l l b e h e l d o n t h e 2 3 r d

August fo l lowing amuster and ap icn ic a t
B a l l o c k m a r t i n B a y, I s l e o f C u m b r a e o n
t h e p r e v i o u s e v e n i n g . T h e r a c e w i l l b e
from the bay to Cloch Light,

T h e y a c h t W Y V E T T E o n e o f t h e f e w
su rv i vo r s o f t he C l yde 17 /19 c l ass has
b e e n s o l d t o h e r o r i g i n a l b u i l d e r s
M c G r u e r a n d C o m p a n y w h o i n t e n d t o
ful ly restore her and put her back in the
w a t e r n e x t y e a r .

Wy v e t t e b u i l t i n 1 8 9 7 w a s t o o l a t e f o r
s e r i o u s c o m p e t i t i o n i n h e r c l a s s a s

Satasoo had probably already broken thelass by then, so although she was built
w i t h m o r e e x t r e m e l i n e s t o b e a t H a t a s o o

they may never have raced together. Dare
w e h o p e t h a t R o n n i e M a c G r o u t h e r w i l l
be insp i red to prepare Hatasoo for next
year and let us see these two fine craf t
racing in the Clyde nearly acentury af ter
t he i r heyday.

r i g .

Prizegiving was held in the marquee at
Stone Sailing Club, Norris Silk of Ind
Coope present ing the pr izes to acheerful
ga the r i ng . Pa t ronage f o r t he 1988 25 th
race was spoken of (provis ional date 23
Ju ly ) .

T h e E . C . C o m m i t t e e w o u l d l i k e t o t h a n k
the many people who made the event the
success i t was. Our sponsor, Ind Coope
for financial help; At lanta Unit Trust
Managers for funding the film of this
e v e n t : R o b W i l l i a m s o n , S t a n A d k i n s ,
Trevo r and F red Raw l i nson , Paddy
O'Shea and others manning the bridge
a n d r e s u l t s m a c h i n e r y : S t o n e S a i l i n g .
C lub f o r t he i r exce l l en t f ac i l i t i e s ; B rend , I
J a g o f o r h e r t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s o n l o c a l
organization and fund raising.

i

J o n W a i n w r i g h t
E.C. Area Secretary

y

T H E 1 9 8 7 C L Y D E R A C E

This year the race was run on Sunday
23rd August and was shorter than usual.
Starting from Ballockmartin Bay at 10.10
a.m. with only four of the Clyde fleet now
numbering nearly twenty having come to
t h e l i n e .

O P P O R T U N I T Y
Dreams of Gaff Schooner sailing in the
Caribean? Salty boat and skipper. Crew
p a r t i c i p a t i o n e s s e n t i a l . £ 1 0 0 - 1 5 0 p . w.
P h o n e M a r t i n 0 8 4 0 2 1 2 7 2 8 .

1s t -H i ldasay (T. Duggan) 4 .46 .23
2nd -Per ryman (D . Barke r ) 4 .53 .36
3 rd -M inna ( I .S . N icho l l s ) 4 .56 .36

1 6 5



As no rma l l y happens on runn ing s ta r t s ,
t h e r a c e r s a c c e l e r a t e a w a y w i t h t h e i r
well dri l led sail sett ing, the smacks' huge
sail plans absorb the bulkof the wind, and
those of us who were still sewing sails on
t h e w a y d o w n f r o m M i s t l e y , n o t s u r e
wh i ch way up t hey go , t end t o ge t l e f t
behind! But by the time the big fleet
c l e a r e d B r a d w e l l , p a t t e r n s w e r e b e i n g
e s t a b l i s h e d v e r y s i m i l a r t o p r e v i o u s
years. But the sk ies were get t ing darker
and the wind was pip ing up as the fleet
neared the Knoll . Despite the numbers of
boats, despite the speed they were going,
there were no accidents reported on the
rounding up to the beat. Skippers looked

l o f t t o t h e i r s t r a i n i n g t o p s a i l s w i t h
anx ie ty, no t ing the approach ing squa l l s ,
b u t l o o k e d a g a i n a t t h a t b o w s p r i t
encroaching into the cockpi t , cursed and
let the 'owd gel lean ab i t more ' .

The leg between the Knoll and N.E. Buxey
was the only proper windward st retch of
the day, test ing tr im and tact ics ski l ls of
the boats' crews. The tactic of putting in a
tack back towards Bradwel l shor t ly a f ter
rounding the Knoll did not pay off as well
as previous years, the South in the wind
he lp i ng t he o the r t ack more . Fo r t hose
who race regular ly, i t was in terest ing to
n o t e t h e b o a t s w h i c h i m p r o v e , a n d t h e
new boats wi th potent ia l . The big smack
Sunbeam is one whose per formance has
come on by leaps and bounds, and she
w a s w e l l u p w i t h t h e r a c e r s , n u d g i n g
ECOD Chittabob IV into third place as she
h a r e d a f t e r s i x - m e t r e A s t i V . A t t h e o t h e r

end of the scale speed wise, but none the
l e s s a n i m p r o v e m e n t w a s W i l l i a m a n d
Emily, an 1880 smack set t ing very much
■' working rather than racing rig. In 1986
j e E a s t C o a s t e r s w e r e v e r y n e a r l y

embarrassed by aBetter which showed
o u r s m a c k s m e n a t h i n g o r t w o a b o u t
sail ing traditional craft, and here we were
i n 1 9 8 7 s e e i n g t h e s a m e e x h i b i t i o n o f
D u t c h s k i l l s , t h i s t i m e f r o m a 9 0 f t .
K l i p p e r . D e s p i t e h a v i n g t o h a n d l e
leeboards, despi te the Schooner Rig, the
1 8 9 6 D e i n e m e i d w a s a b s o l u t e

" D y n a m i t e " ( E n g e l s ) t h r a s h i n g t o
w i n d w a r d .

E v e r y o n e a g r e e d t h a t d e s p i t e t h e
f r u s t r a t i o n s o f t h e r a c e t h e w e e k e n d w a s
very much enjoyed combining as i t did a
relaxed day of sai l ing in warm sunshine,
adelightful beach picnic at Ballockmartin
Bay, acalm peaceful n ight at anchor and
a r e a l l y c h a l l e n g i n g r a c e .

We hope more competi tors wi l l share the
fun nex t year.

Fa lmou th Bay.

A m o n g t h e " n e w c o m e r s " w a s t h e f o r m e r
T r u r o R i v e r W o r k i n g B o a t S h a m r o c k ,
s i m i l a r i n s i z e t o t h e S o f t w i n g s , b u t
r e c e n t l y r e s t o r e d a n d s t i l l s h o w i n g h e r
o r i g i na l Po r t o f Tru ro F i sh ing Number -
T O 1 9 .

F lowever by the t ime the Maenpor th mark
was reached, the breeze had faded away
and competitors began to retire. Some of
t h e s m a l l e r C l a s s 3 e n t r a n t s s h o w e d
pe rse rve rance . Ano the r newcomer, M i ke
Jones ' Jade nowtook the lead . U l t ima te ly
l a c k o f w i n d c a u s e d t h e e v e n t t o b e
postponed, to be sailed again as part (/
the 1987 Falmouth Festival of Sail. *

C I N Q U E P O R T S k

A l t h o u g h w i t h o u t a f o r m a l R a l l y f o r t h e
s e c o n d y e a r r u n n i n g , b o a t s f r o m h o m e
ports in this area have been spotted as far
apart as the Frisian Islands and the Scilly
Isles with the Y.M. Classic Yacht Rally at
Y a r m o u t h 1 . 0 . W . i n c l u d e d .

(♦(

S O L E N T I n t h e O r w e l l , “ W i t c h " , “ M y Q u e s t " ,
“ K i t t y " , " G r a d e " a n d " D e v a " .

ro l led down to the Wal let Spi tway buoy,
w h e r e a d a n g e r o u s g y b e a w a i t e d .

T h e n t h e r a i n s q u a l l t h a t h a d b e e n
th rea ten ing s ince the Kno l l l e t r i p , and
v i s i b i l i t y d r o p p e d t o fi f t y y a r d s . A s t h e
squal l c leared, i t was interest ing to note
w h o h a d s t r u c k t o p s a i l s , a n d w h o h a d
c a r r i e d o n ! P a r t i c u l a r l y n o t i c e a b l e w a s
the way smal le r but heavy r igged boats
s u c h a s P e l i c a n a n d F r a n c e s c a h e l d t o
thei r canvas, desperate ly t ry ing to catch
u p t h o s e i r r i t a t i n g l y f a s t C o r n i s h
S h r i m p e r s s u c h a s S t r o l l e r a n d
Samphire. But the c lose reach back into
the r iver was real ly for the big boats to
make good use of their water l ine length
in the brisk breeze, but not so the Bristol
C h a n n e l P i l o t C u t t e r L i t t l e W i n d fl o w e r
whose deep draf t caught ar idge of sand
a s s h e c u t a c r o s s t h e K n o l l b a n k .

I t i s h o p e d t h a t t h e O . G . A . 2 5 t h
A n n i v e r s a r y R a l l y w i l l b e a t R a m s g a t e
f r o m 2 9 t h - 3 1 s t J u l y n e x t y e a r ( s e e
A.G.M. repor t ) . The in tent ion is that th is
shou ld be ave ry l a rge even t w i t h flee t s
f rom the Solent and East Coast meet ing
wi th Cont inenta l f r iends to make i ta t ru ly
i n te rna t i ona l ra l l y.

B r i g h t o n M a r i n a w o u l d l i k e u s t o
c o n t i n u e o u t A n n u a l M e e t i n g n e x t y e a r
and perhaps th is can be combined w i th
t h e a b o v e a s a f e e d e r e v e n t . I t i s

p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f fi c u l t t o p e r s u a d e
m e m b e r s f r o m t h e m i d d l e S o u t h t o s a i l
E a s t b u t p e r h a p s n e x t y e a r t h e y w i l l
change thei r s ty le and g ive i t a t ry.

S O L E N T A R E A O L D G A F F E R S R A C E
S a t u r d a y 5 t h S e p t e m b e r 1 9 8 7

Arepor t by Sam Bay l i ss , A rea Sec re ta ry
a n d R o n F r a n c i s , A r e a V i c e P r e s i d e n t .

E a r l y m o r n i n g b r o u g h t d r i v i n g r a i n a n d
s t rong w inds w i t h a fo recas t o f f o r ce 7 ,
p o s s i b l y 8 o r e v e n 9 , b u t l o c a l r a d i o
m e n t i o n e d a c l e a r a n c e a l r e a d y o v e r
D o r s e t s o a r a c e i n t h e m o r e s h e l t e r e d
w a t e r s o f t h e e a s t e r n S o l e n t s e e m e d
poss ib l e . Un fo r t una te l y ea r l y cond i t i ons
prevented some entrants from getting to
Cowes, although most had been there the
night before to enjoy the pre-race party at
t h e C o w e s C o r i n t h i a n Y . C . A f e w o t h e r s
thought it prudent not to start with such a
f o r e c a s t a n d o f t h e 5 3 e n t r i e s o n l y 3 5
came to the l ine. By the 9.30 start there
had been as l igh t improvement and ha '
an hour l a te r the sun b roke th rough '
give pleasant if brisk sail ing conditions in
S W 5 - 6 .

C O R N W A L L A R E A O . G . A . R A L L Y
A N D R A C E 1 9 8 7

I (This was preceded on the 4th July by the
n o w c u s t o m a r y b a r b e c u e a t Tu r n a w a r e
Ba r on t he r i ve r Fa l . The even ing was
p e r f e c t . N e a r l y fi f t y v e s s e l s s p e n t t h e
night at one of the best anchorages in the
area . I t i s to be commended to v is i t i ng
members, as it is safe in all weathers.

The breeze held good to let the fast boats
race up the river in style. The close reach
i n s t e a d o f t h e u s u a l b e a t b a c k t o t h e r i v e r
mouth favoured many of the big smacks,
the mighty Sunbeam chasing racer Asti V
f o r l i n e h o n o u r s . B u t t h e s m a c k t o o k t h e
c o v e t e d T o m B o l t o n T r o p h y , s w e e t
r e v e n g e f o r h e r t e l e v i s e d d r u b b i n g b y
bawley Helen and Violet in 1985. Helen, a
g o o d d e a l s h o r t e r t h a n m a n y s m a c k s ,
needs p lenty o f w indward work to make
her more efficient rig come into play, and
s h e h a d t o l e t m o r e t h a n o n e s m a c k b e a t
her this year. Peace, with that maestro of
the adze Jonny Milgate aboard as well as

G u s t y c o n d i t i o n s o f f C o w e s c a u s e d a
ragged start for areach to Kemps off Ryde
p i e r . A c r e w m e m b e r o n F o a m 1 9 0 1
rece ived anasty gash on the head when
caught by an unexpected gybe and had to
b e t a k e n t o h o s p i t a l . U n d e r t h e l e e o f
Nor r i s Po in t some were s low in cas t ing
out the i r c lose reefs to mainta in speed,
expecting the wind to fill in again. At the
first mark, Kemps abreast Ryde Pier, the
beaut i fu l F i fe des igned 108 f t . schooner
"A l ta i r " l ed eas i l y, f o l l owed by the
p r a w n e r " Ve n t u r e " a n d t h e f a s t l o c a l

T h e f o l l o w i n g d a y w a s R a c e D a y .
C o n d i t i o n s w e r e i d e a l . W a r m s u n s h i n e
and a f resh b reeze gave us t rue topsa i l
weather. The s tar t , by O.G.A. s tandards
was aclose one. On rounding Pendennis
Point George Ellison's Tern took the lead.
Three larger vesse ls , K i rs ty, Peggie and
t h e M a r i t i m e T r u s t ' s l u g g e r B a r n a b u s
began to move up a-s the fleet c rossed

As boats rounded the N.E. Buxey, crews
l o o k e d r o u n d t o s e e w h i c h b o a t s h a d
gained or lost on them on the beat. But
once round the can, i t was achance for
h e l m s m e n t o t a k e r e f r e s h m e n t a s t h e y
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s m a c k " Te e J a y ” . C l o s e b e h i n d c a m e
"Chloe May", recent ly bui l t on p i lo tcut ter
l i n e s a n d s a i l e d b y t h e D o c k l a n d
D i s c o v e r y Tr u s t , t h e n t h e E s s e x s m a c k
"Sky la r k " and thec lass i c V i c t o r i an rac i ng
y a c h t w i t h e l e g a n t c l i p p e r b o w ,
" B e n b e c u l a " .

enjoyed the barbeque on afine clear
e v e n i n g . W e a r e m o s t g r a t e f u l t o To m
Richa rdson f o r t he use o f t he E lephan t
B o a t y a r d .

The old but simple handicapping system
used by the Assoc ia t i on seems to have
worked tolerably well. In spite of covering
boats from 108 ft. to 15ft. and of greatly
varying types and elapsed times covering
n e a r l y t h re e h o u rs , t h e co r re c te d t i me s
f o r m o s t o f t h e fl e e t w e r e w i t h i n o n e
hour. Those who advocate change might
ponder if amore complicated and costly
system would do any bet ter !

Gybing round Kemps led to aclose fetch to
N . E . R y d e M i d d l e a c r o s s t h e S o l e n t
t o w a r d t h e m a i n l a n d s h o r e . T h e b i g
s c h o o n e r s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s e d h e r l e a d
w h i l e b e h i n d h e r t h e n e x t s i x p l a c e s
r e m a i n e d u n c h a n g e d . F u r t h e r d o w n t h e
fl e e t s o m e o f t h e s m a l l e r b o a t s w o r e
r o u n d a s t h e r e w e r e s t i l l s o m e v i c i o u s
l u s t s a b o u t . " W o n d e r " o f 1 8 6 0 , t h e
econd oldest boat in the fleet, was being

bailed hard by her family crew and "Mary
Agnes " , an Eas t coas t w ink le b r i g , was
c l o s e r e e f e d a g a i n b u t n o t h a v i n g t o o
much difficulty in putt ing the sea back in
i t s r i g h t f u l p l a c e i n s p i t e o f b e i n g a
c o m p l e t e l y o p e n b o a t . O n t h i s l e g a l s o
were the other two disasters of the race;
■ ' M a d c a p " l o s t h e r t o p m a s t a n d
" S i r e a d h " s p r a n g h e r m i z e n m a s t .

The next leg took the fleet on abeat back
t o t h e I s l a n d s h o r e t o l e a v e P e e l B a n k t o

starboard and on to Norris, nearly back at
C o w e s , w i t h " Te e J a y " s t i l l s e c o n d b u t
"Benbecula" had made up wel l in to th i rd
p lace fo l l owed by "Ch loe May" w i th the
1909 buil t "Iseult" very close astern. The
prawner and the Essex smack cont inued
to have ac lose contact but had dropped
back to n inth and tenth posi t ions having
been over taken by "Fa lmouth Bay I I " , a
Ta m a r i s k 2 9 , a n d b y " L a r r y " a 3 8 f t .
cu t t e r f r om Gue rnsey. Fu r t he r back t he
tosher "Fanny Car ter" was go ing wel l to
)i/indward in spite of her small size.
A f t e r r o u n d i n g N o r r i s a f a s t r e a c h t o o k
them to the fin ish ing l ine o ff Coronat ion
B u o y i n t h e s o u t h e r n e n d o f
S o u t h a m p t o n W a t e r w i t h t h e o r d e r
a l m o s t u n c h a n g e d e x c e p t t h a t " C h l o e
M a y " o v e r t o o k " B e n b e c u l a " a n d " L a r r y "
got past "Skipjack". The oldest boat in the
fl e e t , " S o r e l l a " o f 1 8 5 8 , fi n i s h e d i n
t w e l f t h p o s i t i o n o n l y a m i n u t e b e h i n d
a n o t h e r I t c h e n F e r r y s m a c k " G e m " .
Tw e n t y n i n e fi n i s h e d .

In the evening it was aparticular pleasure
to have Kate Rangabe present the prizes.
A large c rowd o f compet i to rs and f r iends

O T H E R S O L E N T N E W S

RALLY -There wil l be aRally on Saturday,
17 th Oc tober a t the Roya l Sou thampton
Y . C . a t G i n s F a r m B e a u l i e u . F u r t h e r
detai ls f rom Area Secretary Sam Bayl iss.

T H E A N N U A L G E N E R A L M E E T I N G o f t h e
Solent Area wi l l be held on Saturday 20
F e b r u a r y a t t h e R o y a l A i r F o r c e Ya c h t
C lub , Hamble and w i l l be fo l lowed by a
dinner and social evening. Detai ls wil l be
c i r c u l a t e d l a t e r t o t h o s e o n t h e S o l e n t
A r e a m a i l i n g l i s t o r b y t e l e p h o n e f r o m
Sam Bayliss 04868-28652. It is hoped
that av ideo of the P loumanach ra l ly th is
year wi l l be shown and poss ib ly a lso o f
D o u a r n e n e z 8 6 .

E.C. Race. Lto R. “Phantom", "Stormy Petrel", "William and Emily"
and "Deva" w i th o the rs runn ing down the B lackwa te r.

wh i l s t i t t ook pa r t i n a t yp i ca l g rey day,
w i th a t yp i ca l Sou th Wes te r l y (desp i t e a
whole variety of forecasts from the Met),
w a s b l e s s e d w i t h 1 0 6 e n t r a n t s , 1 0 1 o f
which raced on the day, possibly arecord
f o r a U . K . t r a d i t i o n a l s a i l e v e n t .

(W ick ) ; Phan tom, Essex Smack ; V i v ida ,
G r a v e s e n d B a w l e y ; A d e l l e , B l a c k w a t e r
s l o o p ; S h o a l W a t e r s , c u t t e r ; E s t h e r
Susan , Schow; Ne l jan , T ja lk ; E l i za
Maude, cu t te r ; Centaur, sp r i t sa i l barge ;
I n a n d a , D e b e n 4 t o n n e r ; P e l i c a n , c u t t e r ;
S l i v a n a S u s a n n a h , N o r t h S e a Tr a w l e r ;
Mary Amelia, Liegh Cockier; Fairwind of
Sho t l ey, cu t t e r ; Cha r l o t t e May, Co rn i sh
C r a b b e r ; B l u e H a w k , C u t t e r ; S e a P i g ,
C h e r u b ; A l f r e d C o r r i e , S o u t h w o l d L i f e -
Boa t ; L indy, H i l l ya rd 5T; Ma id o f Tesa ,
V e r t u e ; A l a n , J u l u ; S u n b e a m , E s s e x
S m a c k ; C a c h e l o t , c u t t e r ; M a r g a r e t
Catchpole, I tchen Ferry; My Quest ,
cut ter ; Rainbow, s loop; Ela ine, schooner
ex-rater ; Pet , A ldeburgh beach yawl .

J o n Wa i n w r i g h t
Secretary E.C. Area

Each year sees anew crop of gaffers. This
y e a r w e w e r e h o n o u r e d t o r e c e i v e t h e
Dutch Klipper Deinemeid, which at 90 ft.
is one of the largest craft to take part in an
O . G . A . e v e n t . I n d e e d w i t h c r a f t f r o m
B e l g i u m , S w e d e n ( a n d a G r a v e s e n d
B a w l e y w h i c h a p p e a r e d t o h a v e b e e n
flagged out to Nepal) , the event took on
qu i te an i n te rna t i ona l flavou r !

The start of the big boats race took plac )
i n l i g h t a i r s . S k i p p e r s l o o k e d r o u n a
anxiously for the strong wind forecasted,
then , th row ing cau t ion as ide , nodded to
t h e i r c r e w s t o s e t t h e i r s e c r e t n e w k i t e s
a n d h u r r y u p a b o u t i t . A n d k i t e s w e r e
e v e n b i g g e r t h a n e v e r t h i s y e a r. Tr i p l e
s o c k e t e d s p i n n a k e r b o o m s a p p e a r e d
common place -the canoe yawl Sheila
appeared to be setting one as long as the
boat! And not only were these sails larger
than ever be fore , bu t they were coming
out in pairs too! But the sail which caused
t h e m o s t h e a d s t o t u r n w a s N o o r d e r z o n ' s
g iant square watersai l , which read "John
B u l l B i t t e r " i n 6 f t . h i g h l e t t e r s - t a k i n g
sponsorsh ip ser ious ly no doub t !

N E W C O M M I T T E E M E M B E R S a r e

n e e d e d i n t h e S o l e n t A r e a , e s p e c i a l l y
younger blood. Why not volunteer? It
d o e s n o t t a k e u p m u c h t i m e b u t
e n th u s i a sm a n d e n te rp r i se n e e d e d .

B O A T F O R S A L E

T H O R A H . 1 8 f t . C l i n k e r C e n t r e b o a r d

Sloop (was Gunter). 'Si lver Spruce on Oak
w i t h R o c k E l m f r a m e . M a h o g a n y a n d
Wy c h E l m t r i m . Va r n i s h e d C a b i n . S m a l l
p ipe cot forward. Galvanised C.B. P la te.
E g y p t i a n c o t t o n m a i n s a i l , w o r k i n g
foresai l and storm foresai l . Tery lene
J e n n y a n d S t o r m M a i n . C o t t o n
Spinnaker. Bast Boom and Spinnaker
Boom. A l l gear ava i lab le . Commiss ioned
1949. £1600 apply Mrs. J. Robertson, 9
S o l e n t R o a d , H i l l H e a d , N r . F a r e h a m ,
H a n t s . P 0 1 4 3 L B .

1 9 8 7 I N D C O O P E E A S T C O A S T O L D
G A F F E R S R A C E 2 0 t h J U L Y f

Al though there have been many gaffers '
races in the past -this was the 20th July
f r o m S t o n e S a i l i n g C l u b o n t h e
B lackwate r - i t i s fa i r t o say tha t eve ry
race has been aspec ia l occas ion in i t s
own r igh t .

This pageant of traditional sail on July 18,
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would be judged to be difficult to handle
b y t h e m a j o r i t y o f m o d e r n y a c h t i n g
p u n d i t s . F u r t h e r m o r e , a l l t h e c r a f t
s e e m e d t o k n o w h o w m u c h s a i l t o s e t f o r

the parade o f sa i l - the ECOD Chi t tabob
set as ing le reefed mainsa i l , wh i ls t o ther
slower craft set topsails to keep up.

T h e T j a l k N e l j a n w a s Va n g u a r d t o t h e
fleet. I t was astrange sensation sail ing in
convoy, total ly d i fferentto racing in afleet
o f t h e s a m e s i z e . I s u p p o s e i n a r a c e
everyone else is acompet i tor, whereas in
aconvoy s i tua t ion , i t ' s a lmos t l i ke go ing
in to ba t t le a t Tra fa lgar (w i th T ja lks and
Schows , one o f Van Tromp 's ra ids i s a
bet te r s im i le ) .

It was interesting to see reactions on the
shore as the parade moved up river. Folk
stopped what they were doing and came
down to the water side to gaze at asight
not seen on the Orwell for fifty years. By
the t imewe reached Orwe l l B r i dge , i twas
cars s topp ing as wel l , as onward sa i led
t h e h a l f - h u n d r e d .

many of which were under sail, in one go.
Ihad prepared aberthing plan, which was
o f s o m e g u i d a n c e t o t h e s t a f f o f
O y s t e r w o r l d , b u t t h i s h a d t o b e
i m p r o v i s e d c o n s i d e r a b l y - e s p e c i a l l y s o
when I ’d forgotten to show my own boat
o n i t i

Prize-giving was held in front of the "Malt
K i l n " I n n o n t h e d o c k s i d e . B l u e F l a w k

s a i l e d b y S i m o n B r o w n w o n t h e P a u l
t rophy, p resented by the granary o f the
s a m e n a m e . S h e i l a , t h e c a n o e - y a w l
sai led by Mike Burn, took second place,
mak ing i t two in a row f rom the Deben.
B u t s a v i n g t h e B l a c k w a t e r ' s r e p u t a t i o n
w a s t h e 5 0 f t . s m a c k S u n b e a m ,
D o u a r n e n e z 8 6 C h a m p i o n , t a k i n g 3 r d
place. The prize giving was followed by a
bu f fe t and soc ia l , a t wh ich we had the
Sea-Shanty folk band "The Bilge Rats"to
e n t e r t a i n u s .

i

< (

S u n d a y s a w t h e g a f f e r s , t o g e t h e r w i t h
b a r g e s C e n t a u r a n d D o r i c , o n d i s p l a y.
W i t h s o m e o f t h e s m a l l e r g a f f e r s
e x e c u t i n g m a n o e u v r e s u n d e r s a i l , t h i s
w a s a s h o w w h i c h a t t r a c t e d m u c h
a t t e n t i o n . I c a n ' t t h i n k o f a t r a d i t i o n a l

craf t or mar i t ime exhibi t ion of equivalent
size in this country where there was such
ava r i e t y o f c ra f t . The ra l l y was a l so a
c h a n c e t o h a v e a l o o k o n b o a r d o t h e r
people's boats, and see the pr ide, effort
and resources O.G.A. members pu t in to
t h e i r c r a f t .

W e l l r e e f e d a t s t a r t o f 1 9 8 7 S o l e n t R a c e .
Lto R. Chloe May, Three Brothers, Iseul t .

R e s u l t s : -

W e w e r e e x a c t l y o n s c h e d u l e a s w e
approached Ipsw ich , when we heard on
the radio that they couldn't let us into the
lock because ash ip was hav ing d i fficu l ty
in turning into i ts berth ins ide the dock.
This could have been very awkward, had
the w ind no t d ropped very conven ien t l y,
p reven t ing the flee t f rom bunch ing .

However, the po r t au tho r i t y d id manage
t o r e l e a s e t h e s a i l - t r a i n i n g s h i p
" R o y a l i s t " . H e r r u d e h o o t i n g a s s h e
barged he r way th rough the flee t under
e n g i n e w a s i n s t a r k c o n t r a s t t o t h e

. m e a s u r e d g o o d m a n n e r s o f t h e g a f f e r s
(eet under sail. It was agreaty pity she

c o u l d n o t h a v e t a k e n t h e m o r n i n g t i d e
o u t , a n d s a i l e d i n c o n v o y w i t h u s - i t
w o u l d h a v e b e e n a f a r b e t t e r e d u c a t i o n
f o r h e r c a d e t s , a n d a m u c h m o r e
impressive s ight for us.

Then we saw the s igna l for the lock go
green IIn the real days of working sail, the
c o a s t i n g k e t c h e s a n d b a r g e s w o u l d g o
through the lock 'on the level' under sail.
Quite afew of our gaffers from the same
vintage thought they would do the same,
t o s h o w i t c o u l d s t i l l b e d o n e .

P o s n . N a m e o f B o a t C l a s s E lapsed t ime C o r r e c t e d t i m e

Tee Jay
2 S k i p j a c k
3 B e n b e c u l a
4 F a l m o u t h B a y I I
5 F l y i n g F e r r e t
6 G e m
7 I s e u l t
8 F a n n y C a r t e r
9 A l t a i r

1 0 S o r r e 11 a
W o n d e r

1 2 T e s s a
1 3 V e n t u r e
1 4 L a r r y
1 5 C h l o e M a y
1 6 S k y l a r k
1 7 O n w a r d o f I t o
1 8 G a n n e t
1 9 O l i v e M a r y

2 0 I m p u d e n c e
2 1 N e r a k
2 2 Y o u n g A l e r t
2 3 M a g g i e
2 4 M a r y A g n e s
2 5 M a d c a p
26 Mary Niven
27 F o a m C S 8 1
2 8 A v r i l M a e
2 9 T h r e e B r o t h e r s

2 a1 2 . 2 2 . 1 0
2 . 3 2 . 0 8
2 . 2 5 . 1 5
2 . 2 9 . 3 4
2 . 4 7 . 5 0
2 . 4 2 . 5 0
2 . 2 5 . 4 9
2 . 5 7 . 2 0
1 . 3 9 . 0 0
2 . 4 3 . 5 4
2 . 5 6 . 4 0
3 . 0 4 . 2 4
2 . 3 4 . 1 4
2 . 3 0 . 3 2
2 . 2 5 . 1 5
2 . 3 8 . 2 1
2 . 5 6 . 0 0
3 . 1 6 . 5 2
3 . 0 4 . 1 8
3 . 1 5 . 2 5
3 . 0 0 . 3 0
3 . 0 8 . 5 6
3 . 1 3 . 0 8
3 . 4 7 . 1 5
2 . 5 4 . 1 5
3 . 4 7 . 4 0
3 . 3 1 . 4 0
3 . 5 5 . 3 1
4 . 1 7 . 2 2

2 . 1 4 . 0 4
2 . 1 8 . 4 5
2 . 1 8 . 5 4
2 . 2 1 . 4 3
2 . 2 2 . 2 9
2 . 2 3 . 4 7
2 . 2 7 . 4 3
2 . 2 9 . 0 8
2 . 3 0 . 2 3
2 . 3 1 . 4 6
2 . 3 2 . 4 9
2 . 3 3 . 5 8
2 . 3 4 . 1 4
2 . 3 6 . 1 5
2 . 3 6 . 2 6
2 . 4 2 . 1 8
2 . 4 2 . 5 1
2 . 4 8 . 5 5
2 . 5 1 . 2 4
2 . 5 4 . 3 0
2 . 5 4 . 5 4
2 . 5 8 . 2 1
2 . 5 8 . 5 0
3 . 0 2 . 1 5
3 . 0 8 . 0 1
3 . 1 1 . 0 1
3 . 2 2 . 5 9
3 . 3 4 . 1 9
3 . 5 5 . 1 4

2 a
2 a
2 b
2 b
2 a
l a
2 b C r a f t t a k i n g p a r t i n t h e r a l l y w e r e a s

f o l l o w s : -1
2 a

1 1 2 a L ' A t a l a n t a , S w e d i s h C u s t o m s C u t t e r :
B i l anb i l , Wa l ton and F r i n ton Y.C . O .D . ;
Gwenil i , gaff yawl; Li t t le Mint, Looe
Lugger ; Regard , Br i xham Mule ; Jub i lee ,
Deben Cherub; Rainbow, gaff sloop; Ibis,
S k a n n e r 2 4 ; R a f fl e s , O r w e l l C o r i n t h i a n
O . D . ; K e s t r e l , s m a c k - y a c h t ; S h e i l a ,
canoe yawl ; Robinet ta, gaff cut ter ; Al ice
a n d F l o r r i e , L i e g h C o c k i e r ;
S c o t t i s h F e r r y ; C h i t t a b o b , E a s t C o a s t
O.D. ; Greenshank, Fa lmouth Quay Punt ;
F r a n c e s c a , g a f f c u t t e r ; M y r a , s t e a m
s c h o o n e r ; G r a d e , E s s e x s m a c k ; K i t t y,
C o r n i s h C r a b b e r ; N o o r d e r z o n , p i l o t
c u t t e r ; G j o a , p i l o t c u t t e r ( C o l i n A r c h e r
type); Deva, Lancashire nobby;

Madel iene, Tr ipper boat ; Vic tor ia, cut ter ;
M y t i c a , c u t t e r ; S t a d a t s , R N L I l i f e b o a t

2 b

(l a
l a
1
l a

2 a
2 b
2 a W i t c h ,
2 b
l a

2 b
2 a
3
l a
2 b
2 a
2 a O n c e i n s i d e t h e d o c k , i t w a s a

tremendous exercise in berthing 53 craft .2 a

8 1 3



Altair". Fife designed and built in 1931 crosses the start hne in 1987 Solent
Race. Also Lto R. Onward of ! to. Foam II , Mary Niven and Three Brothers.

Light airs early in the 1987 E.C. Race.
“ D e i n e m e i d " a n d " S t o r m y P e t r e l " . Channel Cup, first on corrected time over 50 years old

s e c o n d
t h i r d

Tee Jay
S k i p j a c k
B e n b e c u l at h e fi n i s h t h a t I w a s w o r r i e d t h a t R o b

W i l l i a m s o n o n h i s V i r t u e M a i d o f T e s a
w o u l d n o t b e a b l e t o c o u n t t h e m a l l i n .
Desp i te the vagar ies o f the w ind, wh ich
f o r c e d a n u m b e r o f t h e O r w e l l B o a t s t o

r e t i r e , t h e m a j o r i t y o f t h e fl e e t h a d
finished within an hour or so. This despite
d i f f e r e n t s t a r t l i n e s a n d d i f f e r e n t c o u r s e s ,
a n d o f c o u r s e v e r y d i f f e r e n t b o a t s . S o
perhaps our rough and ready sys tem c '
h a n d i c a p p i n g i s n o t m u c h w o r s e t h a .
s o p h i s t i c a t e d o n e s p r o m o t e d b y t h e
y a c h t i n g e s t a b l i s h m e n t !

vessels approaching from al l direct ions -
this was going to be atrue rally out at sea!
But Deva was stil l racing in the opposite
direction to most of them, trying to catch
R o b i n e t t a , a s w e b e a t r o u n d t h e s h a l l o w s
of Cork sands -who would have thought
of putting asand bank 10 miles out to sea!

W e r o u n d e d t h e S . C o r k , a s t e r n o f
Robinetta, but ahead of the I tchen Ferry
M a r g a r e t C a t c h p o l e a n d t h e f a s t y a w l
Gwenili. The Ex Scottish Ferry Witch was
also coming up. Seeing her made me
wonder how her sk ipper 's daughter was
getting on in her Walton and Frinton One
D e s i g n B i l a n b i l , s a i l i n g r o u n d t h e
" S w a l l o w s a n d A m a z o n ' s " c o u r s e , i n t h e
W a l t o n B a c k w a t e r s .

A l t a i rDeadeye Trophy, fi rs t to fin ish

Le Havre Plate, first on corrected t ime c lass la
s e c o n d
t h i r d

I s e u l t
V e n t u r e
L a r r y

Gaffers Eye, first on corrected time class 1
s e c o n d

A l t a i r
C h l o e M a y

)I
Emswor th C lea t , fi rs t c lass 2over 50 years o ld

s e c o n d
t h i r d

Tee Jay
S k i p j a c k
B e n b e c u l a»

At Stone Fleaps, just inside the Orwell, I
was absolutely delighted at the turnout of
gaff rigged boats lying to anchor. 50 craft
of al l variat ions, ketches, cutters, sloops,
schooners; yachts, freighters and fishing
vessels; e ighty footers down to a13 foot
S c h o w .

Channe l P la te , fi rs t c lass 2under 50 years o ld
s e c o n d
t h i r d

Fa lmouth Bay I I
F ly ing Fer re t
F a n n y C a r t e r

M a r y A g n e s

f

Quiver Trophy, firs t c lass 3
n o o t h e r s fi n i s h e d

As we chased (and overtook) Robinetta to
the l ine formed by F larwich Breakwater,
we found ourselves being part of amuch
b i g g e r r a c e . M a s s e d s t a r t s a r e n o t
u n c o m m o n , b u t m a s s e d fi n i s h e s a f t e r a
whole day 's sa i l ing are qu i te unusual !

The boats appeared so close together at

Edgar March Trophy, first ex-working boat

C H P a x t o n Tr o p h y, fi r s t b u i l t b e f o r e 1 9 0 0

Anchor Trophy, fi rs t under 50 years o ld

Tee JayAt 1700 hrs. as arranged, this great fleet
m a d e s a i l . O n e o f t h e v e r y p l e a s i n g
aspects of the O.G.A. is the standard of
s e a m a n s h i p s h o w n b y v i r t u a l l y a l l t h e
members, even though many of the craf t

B e n b e c u l a

Fa lmouth Bay I I
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J im Raw l ings Sh ie ld , fi r s t o f non - t rad . cons t ruc t i on
s e c o n d
t h i r d

Falmouth Bay II
Flying Ferret
F a n n y C a r t e r

Pitchfork, for longest passage to the race

Pierce Eye, for fi rs t w i th an a l l - fami ly c rew

Laggards Lad le , las t to fin ish

The Davey Trophy was presented to David Cade in recognition of long and dedicated
service in acting as race officer over the last 11 years.

L a r r y

W o n d e r

T h r e e B r o t h e r s

t \

E A S T C O A S T
A

F E S T I V A L O F T R A D I T I O N A L S A I L
I P S W I C H W E T D O C K , 2 0 / 2 1 J U N E («

I n 1 9 8 2 t h e r e w a s a M a r i t i m e E n g l a n d
e v e n t a t I p s w i c h , w h i c h a t t r a c t e d a
number of gaffers and barges, but large
s c a l e r a l l i e s s u c h a s ' S a i l A m s t e r d a m ' 8 5 '

and 'Douarnenez '86' just do not happen
in the U.K. Despite our maritime heritage,
the Br i t ish Inst i tut ions are singular ly dis¬
in terested in r is ing to the cha l lenge.

B u t w e o n t h e E a s t C o a s t f e l t t h a t r a t h e r

t h a n w a s t e t i m e o n o u r f u d d y - d u d d y
ins t i t u t i ons , we shou ld have ago a t ou r
o w n ' D o u a r n e n e z ' . I p s w i c h W e t D o c k
w a s a n a t u r a l c h o i c e , h a v i n g a p u b l i c
quay, and p lenty o f space. Fur thermore,
t h e l o c a l b r a n c h o f t h e M a r i t i m e T r u s t
w a s m a k i n g e n c o u r a g i n g s i g n s . T h u s
was born the Ipswich Festival. Because of
l i m i t e d r e s o u r c e s i t w a s t h o u g h t w e
should keep it simple for 1987 -aral ly for
say 20 boats.

Jon Walnwr ight 's "Deva" (Rivers Class) in 1987 E.C. Race.
Pho to R . S imper

heeling to afresh young South Easter!

Down came the running sail, sheet home
went in the bowsprit spinnaker, and bang
w e n t t h e h a l l i a r d b l o c k a s i t s m a s h e d
under the heavy load. The beat was on!

As we drove the little nobby seawards to
South Cork, we looked anxiously for our
r i v a l s f r o m B l a c k w a t e r, C r o u c h , D e b e n
and Ore. On the one hand Iwanted them
to finish in time for the parade of sail, on
the other hand Iwanted to round S. Cork
a n d M e d u s a b e f o r e a n y o n e e l s e
a p p e a r e d !

Then atopsail was spotted to the north,
and although her hull was stil l well below
the hor izon, Iknew her to be the Si lvana
Susanna, aNorth Sea trawler 70 ft. long
being sailed and raced single-handed. I
have heard of single-handers managing
large craft specially fitted out, but a

trawler wi th massive working boat gear. .

We tacked out again for the South Cork,
the ebb t ide not giv ing the Norther ly l i f t
we were hoping for, and then the Deben
G a f f e r s c a m e i n t o v i e w . F i r s t t h e r e w a s
the 20 footer Blue Hawk, setting asail
plan twice as long as herself , what with
boom overhang and bowsprit. She was
f o l l o w e d b y t h e A l b e r t S t r a n g e c a n o e
yawl Sheila in hot pursuit, setting mizzen
s taysa i l and bowspr i t sp innake r, p lus a
full jackyarder. We could see Little Mint,
the Looe Lugger, gamely chasing on with
her steadying canvas. There were the two
l i f e b o a t s - o n e f r o m W i c k , t h e S t a d a t s ,
and the other from Southwold, the Alfred
Corrie, sailed by the great grandson of her
fi r s t C o x s w a i n !

D e v a l e a d s s o m e o f t h e fl e e t u n d e r t h e

Orwell Bridge at Ipswich rally.

With most ral l ies, the greater part of the
f u n i s g e t t i n g t h e r e . W i t h t y p i c a l E . C .
insanity we decided to make arace of i t .
One beauty of being the O.G.A. isthat we
are no t h ide-bound by cons t i tu t ions -we
can r i s k expe r imen t . And r i s k we d i d -
who else but the E.C. would expect boats
t o c o m p e t e i n t h e s a m e r a c e t o s a i l
d i f f e r e n t c o u r s e s a n d s t a r t a t d i f f e r e n t

t imes f rom di fferent s tar t l ines. Certa in ly
th is worr ied outs iders , for not one ent ry
d i d I r e c e i v e f r o m A u s t r a l i a , a l t h o u g h
ga f f - r i gged f o re i gne rs wou ld be e l i g i b l e
as wel l as very welcome.

O u r c o u r s e s t a r t e d a t W r a b n e s s o n t h e
Stour. We saw Fairwind of Shotley off at
0 9 4 0 . A n d f o l l o w e d o u r s e l v e s a t 1 0 0 0 .

(The wind, having been NWS as forecasif
began to s lacken, and by Parkes ton w&
were beca lmed . A l l my ca lcu la t ions had
b e e n b a s e d o n a S W 3 s o t h e s l o w e r b o a t s
w e r e g o i n g t o s u f f e r o n a fi x e d t i m e
a l l o w a n c e .

iWe s a w M a r g a r e t C a t c h p o l e , a n I t c h e n
Fer ry, mak ing th rough the Harbour,
fol lowed by Robinetta, an interest ing
c r a f t w i t h n o t a l i t t l e f r e n c h i n fl u e n c e i n

her transom. She was carrying ahuge
balloon spinnaker, so we gave chase on
Deva with our running sail plus our huge
bowsprit spinnaker. Having set this cloud
of sail in aforce half NW, you can imagine
m y h o r r o r w h e n I s a w b o a t s a h e a d

I n f a c t , w i t h i n t h e s p a c e o f t w e n t y
m i n u t e s o r s o t h e s e a s e e m e d t o h a v e
fil led up with beautiful gaff r igged sai l ing

1 0 1 1


